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No. 22. Thurſday, January 4. 1710. : 


Nulle ſunt 3 inſ fie, quam ee, que latent 


in en Mai aut in aliguo — ng 
mine. 


The following anſwer i is written in the true Ayl, and 
with the uſual candour of ſuch pieces; which I have 
imitated to the beſt of my ſkill, and doubt net but 
the reader will be extremely ſatisfied with it, 


The EXAMINER db or, A ful 
. 10 ihe W EXAMINER, 


gladly atk him a familiar queſtion : Pray, Sir, 


Ti 1 durſt be fo bold with this author, A 


who made you an examiner ? He talks in one 


of bis inſipid papers of eight or nine thouſand corrup- 
| trons, While we were at the head of affairs; yet in 


all this time he hath hardly produces fifty * 


Parturiunt montes, Sb Hor. 


S142. But 


——_ OI 
. * 


* THE EXAMINER. No 22. 
But I ſhall confine myſelf at preſent to his laſt pa- 
per, He tells us, the Queen began her reign with a 
noble bene faction to the church. Here is prieſtcraft 
with a witneſs? This is the conſtant language of 
your highfliers, to call thoſe who are hirea to teach 
the religion of the magiſtrate, by the name of the 
church. But this is not all; for in the very next 
line he ſays, it was hoped the nation would haue fol- 
 tnoed this example, You fee the faction begins al- 
ready to ſpeak out : this is an open demand for the 
abbey- land; this furious zealot would have us prieft 
ridden again, like our Popiſh anceſtors; but it is to 
be hoped the government will take timely care to 
ſuppreſs - ſuch audacious attempts; elſe we have 
ſpent ſo much blood and treaſure to very little pur- 
poſe in maintaining religion and the revolution. But 
what can we expect from a man who at one blow 
endeavours to ruin our trade ? A country, ſays he, 
may flouriſh (theſe are his own words) without being 
the common receptacle for all nations, religions, and 
languages, What! we muſt immediately baniſh, 
or murder the Palatines ; forbid all foreign mer- 
chants not only the exchange, but the kingdom ; 
perſecute the diſſenters with fire and faggot ; and 
make it high treaſon to ſpeak any other tongue but 
_ Engliſh. In another place he talks of a /erpent 
wich ſeven heads, which is a manifeſt corruption of 
the text ; for the words, /even heads, are not men- 
tioned in that verſe, However, we know what 
ſerpent he would mean; a ſerpent with fourteen legs; 

or indeed no /erpent at all, but ſeven great men, 
who were the beſt miniſters, the trueſt Proteſtants, 

and the moſt diſintereſted patriots, that ever ſerved _ 
a prince. But nothing is ſo inconſiſtent as this 
writer. I know not whether to call him a Whig 
or a Tory, a Proteſtant or a Papiſt; he finds fault 


with convocations ; ſays they are «fſemblies flrangely _ 


contrived ; and yet lays the fault upon us, that we 
bound their hands; I with we could have bound 
bn their 
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meeting at the houſe of their great proſe 
very day we received the happy news, £4 
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their tengnet too. But, as faſt as their hands werk 


bound, they could make a ſhift to hold their pens, 


and have their ſhare in the guilt of ruining the 
hopefulleſt party and miniſtry that ever preferibed 
to a crown. This captious gentleman is angry to 
fee a mqerity of prelates cried up by thoſe uo ure ene» 
mies to the character: Now, I always thought, that 


the concefiions of enemies were more to a man's 
advantage, than the praiſe of his friends. Tin 


and mortality, he ſays, can only remedy theſe incon- 
wentencies in the church: that is, in other words, 


v hen certain biſhops are dead, we ſhall have others 
of our own ſtamp. Not fo faſt: you are not yet 


fo ſure of your game. We have already got one 
comfortable loſs in Spain, although by a general of 
our on: for joy of which our junto had a merry 
te, on the 


more ſuch b.5ws would perhaps ſet us right again; 


and then we can employ mortality, as well as others. 


He concludes with withing, that three letters, fpo- 


ten when the prolacutor was preſented, were made 
public. I ſuppoſe he would be content with ene; 
and that is more than we ſhail humour him to grant. 
However, I hope he will allow it poſſible to have 
grace, without either eloquence or Latin; which is 
all I ſhall ſay to this malicious innuendo. 7 

Having thus, I hope, given a full and ſatisſactory 


anſwer to the Examiner's laſt paper, I ſhall now go 


on to a more important affair, which is, to prove 


by ſeveral undeniable inſtances that the late mini- 


ſtry and their abettors were true friends to the 


church. It is yet, I confels, a ſeeret to the clergy, 
wherein this friendſhip did conſiſt. For informa- 


tion therefore of that reverend body, that 


may never forget their benefactors, as well as of 
all others who may be equally ignorant, I have de- 

termined to diſplay our merits to the world upon 
that weighty article, And I could wiſh, that what 
a 1 


A+ 2 
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I am to fay were to be written in braſs. for an eter- 
nal memorial; the rather, becauſe for the future 
the church maſt endeavour to ſtand unſupported 


by thoſe patrons, who expired in doing it their laft 


good office, and will never viſe to preſerve it any 


more, 

Let us therefore vroddce the pious endeavours. 
of theſe — oe who were its patrons by 
their power and authority, as well as ornaments of 
it by their exemplary lives. 

Firſt, St. Paul tells us, there muſt be hereſi es in 
the church, that the truth may be manifeſt ; and there- 
fore, by due courſe of nas the more hereſies 


there are, the more manifeſt will the truth be made. 
This being maturely conſidered by theſe lovers of 
| the church, they endeavoured to propagate as many 
hereſies as. they could, that the light of the truth 


might ſhine the clearer 


2 To ſhew their zeal for the church's de- 
fence, they took the care of it entirely out of the 


hands of Ged almighty, (becauſe that was. a foreign 
_ guriſdiftion),, and made it their own creature, de- 
pending altogether upon them; and iſſued out their 


orders to 'Tindal, and others, to give public notice 
«An 


Thirdly, Becauſe charity is the moſt celcbrated of 


all Chriſtian virtues, therefore they extended theirs 


| beyond all bounds; and, inſtead of ſhutting the 
church againſt Ai enters, were ready to open it to 
all comers, and break down its wal, rather than 


that any ſhould want room to enter. The ſtrength 


of a ſtate, we know, conſiſteth in the number of 


people, how different ſoever in their callings ; and 


why ſhould not the ſtrength of a church conſiſt in 


the ſame, how different ſoever in their creeds For 

that reaſon they charitably attempred to aboliſh the 

| 4 which tied up ſo many hands from getting em- 
in order to protect * TT... 
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No 22. THE EXAMINER. — 
I know very well, that this attempt is objected to 


us as a crime by ſeveral morons Tories, and de- 


nied as a flander by many unthinking people among 
ourſelves. The latter are apt, in their defence, to 
aſk ſuch queſtions as theſe : © Was your teſt re- 
« pealed ? had we not a majority? might we not 


« have done it, if we pleaſed ? To which the others 


« anſwer, You did what you could : you prepared 
the way, but you found a fatal impediment from 


chat quarter, whence the ſanction of the law 
* muſt come; and therefore, to ſave your credit, 


« you condemned a paper to be burnt, which your- 
« {elves had brought in.” But, alas! the miſ- 


carriage of that noble project for the ſafety of the 
church had another original; the knowledge 


whereof depends upon a piece. of ſecret - hiſtory, 

which I ſhall now lay open. OS 
Theſe church- protectors had directed a-Preſby- 

terian preacher to draw up a bill for repealing the 


te. It was accordingly done with great art; and, 
in the 7 ſeveral expreſſions of civiliy to the 


eftabiiſbed church; and when it came to the qualifi- 
cations of all thoſe who were to enter on any of- 
fice, the compiler had taken ſpecial care to make 
them large enough for all Chriſtians whatſcever, by 
tranſcribing the very words (only formed into an 
03th) which Quakers are obliged to profeſs by a 
former act of parliament ; as I ſhall here ſet them 
down: I, A. B. profeſs faith in Golthe Father, 
and in Jeſus Chriſt his eternal Son, the true 


God; and in the Holy Spirit, one God, bleſſed 
for evermore; and do acknowledge the holy 
ſeriptures of the Old and New 'Teſtament to be 


given by divine inſpiration.” This bill was car- 
ried to the chief leader, for their approbation, 


with theſe terrible words turned into an 'oath. 


Whatſhould they do? Thoſe few among them who 
fancied they believed in God, were ſure they did 


not believe in Chrift, or the Holy Spirit, or one 


3 ſyllable 


Ne 224 


every body knew their opinion in thoſe matters, 


diſguiſe ; how therefore could they take ſuch an 
- oath as — without ruining their reputation with 
Tindal, Loland, Coward, lins, Clendons and 
all the tribe of freethinkers, and ſo give a ſcandal 
to weak wnbelicvers ® Upon this nice point of ho- 
nour and conſcience the matter was huſhed, the 
project for repealing the teſ let fall, and the facra- | 
ment left as the ſmaller evil of the two. 
Fourthly, "Theſe pillars of the church, becauſe the 
harveſt was great, and the labourers few, and be- 


dus trouble of /aying en hands, were willing to al- 


that terrible conſequence of unchurching thoſe who 
thought a hand from under a cloak as effectual as 
from lawn ſleeves. And indeed what could more 


than a bill of general naturalization of pr iefthosd ? 
Fifthly, In — to fix religion in the minds of 
men, becauſe truth never appears fo fair as when 
confronted with falſchood, they directed books to 
be publiſhed, that denied che being of a God, the 
divinity of the ſecond and third — hy the truth of 


F this we owe that great ſenſe of religion, that re- 
ſpect and kindneſs to the clergy, and that true love 
| of virtue, fo manifeſt of late years among the youth 


| _ fach wiſe, impartial judges; who might otherwiſe 
full under the ſlavery of believing by education and 
prejudice. 

Sixthly, Becauſe nothing ſo much diſtracts the 
thoughts, as too great variety of ſubjects, therefore 
they had kindly prepared a bill to preſcribe the 

— what ſubjects they ſhould — upon, 1 


which indeed they had been always too ſincere to | 


cauſe they would eaſe the biſhops from that griev- 


low that power to all men whatſoever; to prevent 


contribute to the advancement of true religion, 


all revelation, and the immortality of the ſoul. To 


ſyllable of the Bible ; and they were as fure that ; : 


ate 7 _—_— e ee * * 9 We 
* 


af our nation. Nor could any thing be more dif- 
creet, than to leave the merits of each cauſe to 


1 
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_ contrary to all their poſitions, and were 
warned of it beforehand ; but their love of the 


in what manner, that du might 21 at no loſs; U 
this, no doubt was a proper work for ſuch bands, 
ſo thoroughly verſed in the theory and prallice of 


all chriſtian duties, 


Seventbly, To ſave l and expenſe to the 


clergy, they contrived that convocations ſhoul 


meet as ſeldom as poſſible; and when they were 
fuffered to aflemble, would never allow them to - 


meeddle with any bufineſs; becauſe,” they ſaid, the 
office of a clergyman was enough to take up the 

whole man. For the fame reaſon they were very 
defirous to excuſe the biſhops from fitting in par - 


lament, that they might be at more leiſure to ſtay 


at home and look after the inferior clergy. 


I ſhall mention at preſent but one more inſtance 


of their pious zeal for the church. They had ſome- 5 
where heard the maxim, That janguis martyrum 
et ſemen eccleſiæ; therefore, in order to ſow this 


ſeed, they began with impeaching a clergyman: And . 


that it might be atrue martyrdom in every circums | 


ſtance, they proceeded as much as poſſible 
common law; which the long- robe part of the ma» 
nagers knew, was in an hundred inſtances 


ficiently 


church prevailed. Neither was this impeachment 
an affair taken up on a ſudden ; for a certain grea 
perſon (whoſe character hath been lately publiſhe t 
by ſome ſtupid and lying writer) who very mucd 


_ diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his zeal for forwarding this 


mpeachmen!, had ſeveral years ago endeavoured to 


_ perſuade the late King to give way to juſt ſuch 


another attempt. He told his Majeſty, there was a 
certain clergyman, who preached very dangerous 


ſermons, and that the only way to put a ſtop to 


fuch inſolence was to impeach him in parliament. 
The King inquired the character of the man: O 

Sir, ſaid my Lord, the moſt violent, hot, my 
tive fellow in England; ſo extremely wilful, chat i 
* | 
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* T believe, he would be heartily glad to be a mar- 
% tyr. The King anſwered, Is it ſo? Then I am 
_« reſolved to Tah iſappint bim; 8 — would never 
hear more of the matter; by which that hopeful 
project unhappily miſcarried. 

I have hitherto confined myſelf to thoſe endea · 


vours for the good of the church, which were 
common to all the leaders and principal men of 


aur party; but, if my paper were not drawing to- 


wards an end, I could produce ſeveral inſtances of 


particular perſons, who, by their exemplary lives 
and actions, have confirmed the character fo juſtly 


due to the whole body I thall at preſent mention 
only two, and illuſtrate the merits of each by a 
matter of fact. 
That worthy patriot and true pw of the church; 
whom a late Examiner is ſuppoſed to reflect on un- 
dier the name of Verres, felt a pious impulſe to be a 
bene factor to the cathedral of — but how 


to do it in the moſt decent generous manner, was 
the queſtion. At laſt he thought of an expedient : 
one morning, or night, he ſtole into the church, 


mounted upon the altar, and there did that which 


in cleanly phraſe is called disburdening: of nature. 


He was diſcovered, perſecuted, and condemned to 


pay a thouſand pounds ; - Which ſum was all em- 
_ Ployed to ſupport the church, as, no doubt, the be- 


nefactor meant it. 


* RAG TIN 9 pe”. * 4 , — * 4 : n _ 


There is another perſon, ado the ſame writer 


is thought to point at under the name of Will Bi- 
gamy. This gentleman, knowing that marriage- 
fees were a conſiderable perquiſite to the clergy, 


found out a way of improvin them cent. per cent. 


for the good of the church. His invention was to 


marry a ſecond wife, while the firſt was alive, con- 


vincing her of the lawfulneſs by ſucharguments, as 


he did not doubt would make others follow the ſame 
— Theſe he had drawn up in writing, with 


Intention | 
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> 
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intention to publiſh for the general good; and it is 
hoped, he may now have leiſure to finiſh them, 
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| Bellum ita ſuſcipiatur, ut nibil aliud niſs pax queſite 


_ wvideatur, 


I AM fatisfied, that no- reaſonable man of either 


I party can juſtly be offended at any thing I faid 
in one of my papars relating to the army. From 


the maxims I there laid down perhaps many per- 


ſons may conclude, that I had a mind, the, world 


| ſhould think there had been occaſion given by 


ſome late abuſes. among men. of that . 1 
my 


they conclude right; for my intention is, 
hints may be underſtood, and my quotations 
allegories applied; and I am in ſome pain to think, 
that in the Orcades on one ſide, and the weſtern 
coaſts of Ireland on the other, the Examiner may | 
want a key in ſeveral parts, which I with I could 


furniſh them. with. As to the French King, I am 
under no concern, at all; I hear he hath left 


off reading my papers, and by what he hath 
found in them, diſlikes our proceedings more 
than ever; and intends, either to make great 


additions to his armies, or propoſe new terms 


for a peace. So falſe is that which is com- 
monly reported of. his mighty ſais faction in our 
change of miniſtry. And I think it clear, that his 


late letter of thanks. to the Tories of Great Britain 


muſt either have been extorted from him, againſt 


his judgment; or was a caſt of politics to ſet the 
1 5 people 
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againſt the ageſeri rr ; era it hath | 


| —— ſuecceded. 
But, though I have never heard, or never regard- 
ed, any objections made againſt that paper which 
wentlohs the army; yet I intend this as a ſort of 
_ apology for it. And firſt I declare, (becauſe we 
live in a miſtaken world), that in hinting at ſome 
pProcceilings, wherein a few perſons are faid to be 
concerned, I did not intend to charge them upon 
the body of the army. I have too much deteſted 
that barbarous injuſtice among the writers of a late 
party to be ever guilty of it myſelf; I mean the 
accuſing ſocieties 155 or the crimes of a few. On the 
other fide, I muſt take leave to believe, that armics 


are no more exempt from corruptions, than other 


numbers of men. The maxims propoſed were oc- 


erk introduced by the report of certain facts, 


_ which T am bound to believe are true, becauſe I am 
: fare, conſidering what hath paſſed, it would be a 
_ Erime to think otherwiſe. All poſts in the army, 
all 7 ry Agr at court, and many others are, or 
cught bo be, given and reſumed at the mere plea- 


fare of the prince; yet when I ſee a great officer | 


broke, a change made in the court, or the miniſtry, 
and-this under the moſt juſt and gracious princeſs 
that ever reigned, T muſt naturally conclude, it is 
done upon prudent conſiderations, and for ſome 
t demerit in the ſufferers. But then, is not the 
puniſhment ſufficient ? Is it generous or charitable 
do trample on the unfortunate, and expoſe their 


faults to the world in the ſtrongeſt colours? And 


would it not ſuit better with magnanimity, as well 


2 common good nature, to leave them at quiet to 


their own thoughts and repentance ? Les, without 
IS provided it could be ſo contrived, that 
err very names, as well as their actions, might be 


5 — of * poſterity; and then I 
ve 
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rgotten for ever; ſuch an act of oblivion would 
che honour of our nation, and beget a bet- 
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have ſpared the world and, myſelf the trouble of 
examining. But at preſent there is a cruel . 
in the — the friends and abettors of the late mi- 
niſtry are every day publiſhing their praiſes to the 


world, and caiting reflections upon the preſent per» 


ſons in power. This is ſo barefaced an aſperſion 
upon the Queen, that I know not how any good 
ſubject can with patience endure it, although he 


were ever ſo indifferent with regard to the opinions 


in diſpute. Shall they who have loſt all power 
and love of the people, be allowed to ſcatter their 
poiſon ; and ſhall not thoſe, who are at leaſt of the 


| ſtrongeſt ſide, be ſuffered to bring an antidote ? 4 | 


and how can we undeceive the deluded remainder, 


but by letting them ſee, that theſe diſcarded ſtateſ- 


men were juſtly laid aſide; and producing as many 


inſtances to prove it as we can ? not from any per» | 
| ſonal hatred to them, but in juſtification to the beſt 
of queens. The many ſcurrilities I have heard and 


read againſt this poor paper of mine, are in fuch a2 
ſtrain, that, conſidering the preſent ſtate of affairs, 
they look like a jeſt. They uſually run after the 
following manner: What! ſhall this inſolent 
vriter preſume to cenſure the late miniſtry, the 
© ableſt, the moſt faithful, and trueſt lovers of 
their country and its conſtitution, that ever ſerve 
ed a prince? Shall he reflect on the beſt houſe 
of commons that ever ſat within thoſe walls ? 
© Hath not the Queen changed both for a miniſtry 
and parliament of Jacobites and highfliers, who 


_ © are ſelling us to France, and bringing over the 


« pretender?” This is the very ſum and force of 


all their reaſonings, and this is their method of 
_ complaining againſt the Examiner. In them it is 
humble and loyal to reflect upon the Queen, and | 


the miniſtry and parliament ſhe hath choſen with 
the univerſal applauſe of her people : in ws it is in- 


ſolent to defend ker Majeſty and her choice, or to 


anfwer 


anſwer their objections ä — 
ara — _ 
"The ſame ſtyle hack been aſed in the late caſe 


concerning ſome gentlemen in the army. Such a I 


clamour was raiſed by a ſet of men, who had the 
boldneſs to tax the adminiſtration with cruelty and 
injuſtice, that I thought it neceſſary to interfere a 


little, by ſhewing the ill conſequences that might 


ariſe from fome proceedings, although without ap- 


plication to particular perſons. And what do they | 


offer in anſwer ? Nothing but a few common places 
againſt calumny and informers; which might have 


been full as juſt and ſeaſonable in „ che - 


_ ſacred — of the Queen. 
But, by the way, why are theſe idle people ſo 
indiſcreet to name thoſe two words, which afford 


_ occaſion of la 1 * to che world ſuch an infa- 
ſubordination and perjury, as well as 
calumny and mforming, as, I believe, is without 


mous ſcene 


example; when a whole cabal attempred an action, 


wherein a condemned criminal“ refuſed to join with 


them for the reward of his life? Not that I diſap- 


prove their ſagacity, who could foretel ſo long be- 


fore by what hand they ſhould one day fall, and 
therefore thought any mean juſtifiable, by which 
they might prevent it, 


But waving this at preſent, it muſt be owned in 
juſtice to the army, that thoſe violences did not 


proceed ſo far among them as ſome have believed; 
nor ought the madneſs of a few to be laid at 
their doors. For the reſt, I am fo far from de- 


nying the due praiſes to thoſe brave troops, who 


did their part in procuring ſo man « vittories for 
che allies; that I could wiſh every officer and pri- 


vate ſoldier had their full ſhare of honour, in 
proportion to their deſerts ; being thus far of the 


Athenians mind, who, when it was propoſed that 


* Greg, 


the 


4 
: : a 
Gal 
7 
4 
, ; of 1 
F 
3 TJ 
\ 1 


20-7 Nee aa eee ed 


— > . — 4 ES IE 4. 1 * 2m 
* 


* 


— 
* 


i 


Ne 23. 
che ſtatue of Miltiades ſhould be ſet up alone in 


CELESTE LSE. 


a military. 


THE EXAMINER. 13 


ſome public place of the city, ſaid, they would 


agree to it, whenever he conquered alone, but not 


before. Neither do I at all blame the officers of 


the army for preferring in their hearts the late mi- 
niſtry before the preſent ; or, if wiſhing alone could 
be of any uſe, for withing their continuance, be- 
cauſe then they might be ſecure of the war's cont 
nuance too; whereas, ſince affairs have been put 
into other hands, they may perhaps lie under ſome 
apprehenſions of a peace; which no army, eſpeci- 
ally in the courſe of ſucceſs, was ever inclined to: 


and which all wiſe ſtates have in ſuch a juncture 
chiefly endeavoured. This is a point wherein the 
civil and military politics have always diſagreed : and 
for that reaſon I affirmed it neceſſary in all free 

governments, that the latter ſhould be abſolute 
in ſubjection to the former; otherwiſe one of thei 
to inconveniencies muſt ariſe, either to be per- 


petually in war, or to turn the civil inſtitution into 


I am ready to allow all that hath been fad of the 
valour and experience of our troops, who have 


| fully contributed their part to the great ſucceſſes a- 


broad; nor is it their fault, that thoſe important 
victories had no better conſequences at home, tho” 
it may be their advantage: War is their trade and 


buſineſs: to improve and cultivate the advantages 


of ſucceſs, is an affair of the cabinet; and the ne- 
glect of this, whether proceeding from weakneſs 


or corruption, according to the uſual uncertainty 


of wars, may be of the moſt fatal conſequence to 
the nation. For, pray let me repreſent our condi- 
tion in ſuch a light, as I believe both parties will 
allow, though perhaps not the conſequences I ſhall 
deduce from it. We have been for above nine 
years bleſſed with a een, who, beſides all virtues - 
That can enter into the compoſition of a private 


perſon, poſſeſſeth every regal quality that can a- 


tribute 


„ TI Nan Ws | 


tribute to make a people happy: of great wiſdom, 
yet ready to receive the advice of her counſellors: 
of much diſcernment in chuſing proper inſtru- 


"= ments, when ſhe follows her own judgment; and 


only capable of being deceived by that exceſs of 
nels, which makes her judge of others by her- 
If : frugal in her management, in order to con- 
tribute to the public, which in proportion ſhe doth, 
and that voluntarily, beyond any of her ſubjects; 
but from her own nature generous and charitable 
to all who want or deſerve; and, in order to ex- 


erciſe thoſe virtues, denying herfelf all entertain; 1 
ments of expenſe, which many others enjoy. Then, 


if we look abroad, at leaſt in Flanders, our arms 
Have been crowned with perpetual ſucceſs in battles 


and fieges; not to mention ſeveral fortunate actions 
in Spain, Theſe facts being thus ſtated, which | 
none can deny; it is natural to aſk, how we have 


improved ſuch advantages, and to what account | 


they have turned ? I ſhall uſe no diſcouraging terms. 
When a patient grows daily worſe by the tamper- 


ing of ' mountebanks, there is nothing left but to 


call in the beſt phyſicians, before the caſe grows 
deſperate, But I would aſk, whether France, or 


any other kingdom, would have made fo little uſe 
of ſuch prodigious opportunities? the fruits where- 


of could never have fallen to the ground without 
the extremeſt degree of folly and corruption; and 
where thoſe have lain, let the world judge. Inſtead 
of aiming at peace, while we had the advantage of 
the war, which hath been the perpetual maxim of 


all wiſe ſtates, it hath been reckoned factious and 


malignant even to expreſs our withes for it; and 
ſuch a condition impoſed, as was never offered to 


any prince who had an inch of ground to diſpute; 


gue enim eft conditio pacis, in qua ei, cum quo pacem 
Jacias, nihil concedi poteſt ? + 5 

It is not obvious to conceive what could move 
men, who ſat at home, and were called to conſult 
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upon the good of the kingdom, to be ſo utterly a- 
verſe from putting an end to a long, expenſive war, 
which the victorious, as well as conquered fide, 


were heartily weary of. Few, or none of them, 


were men of the ſword ; they had no ſhare in the 
honour ; they had made large fortunes, and were 
ut they well knew by 


what tenure they held their power; that the Queen 


ſaw through their deſigns; that they had entirely 


loſt che hearts of the clergy ;. that the landed men 
were againſt them; that they were deteſted by the bo- 
dy of the people; and that nothing bore them up but 


their credit with the bank, and other ſtocks, which 


would be neither formidable nor neceflary, when 
the war was at end. For theſe reaſons they reſolv- 


ed to diſappoint all overtures of a peace, until they 


and their party ſhould” be ſo deeply rooted, as to 


make it impoſſible to ſhake them.. To this end 
they began to precipitate matters fo faſt, as in a lit- 

tile time muſt have ruined the conſtitution, if the 
_ crown had not interpoſed, and rather ventured the 


accidental effects of their malice, than fuch dread- 


ful conſequences of their power. And indeed, if 


the former danger had been greater than {pme 
hoped or feared, I fee no difficulty in the choice, 
which was the ſame with his, who ſaid, “ he had 


© rather be devoured by wolves than by rats.” I 


therefore ſtill inſiſt, that we cannot wonder at, or 
find fault with the army for concurring with the 


miniſtry, which was for prolonging the war. The 
inclination is natural in them all; pardonable in 


thoſe who have not yet made their fortunes ; and 


as lawful in the reſt, as love of power, or love of 


money, can make it. But as natural, as pardona- 
ble, and as lawful as this inclination is, when it is 


not under check of the civil power, or when a cor- 
rupt miniſtry joins in giving it too great a ſcope, 


the conſequence can be nothing leſs, than infallible 
ruin and flavery to a ſtate oe: 


B 2 Aker 
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After I had finiſhed this / he 3 
me two ſmall pamphlets, called, manage- 
ment of the war; written with ſome pluſibili- 
g 25 much artifice, and abundance of mifrepre- 
fentations, as well as direct falſehoods in point 


"of fact. 'Thefe I have thought worth e]. 
ing, which I ſhall Cn do, when I fin: 
u opportunity. 
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No 24. Thurſday, Jaunary 18. 1206. 
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| Fqorus are natural to moſt men, Ken 4 | 
complexions; and among the various 


22 that happen in the courſe of public affairs, 


7 


rate caſes, where it is impoſſible they ſhould, 


— any foundation, they are often affected to 


—— a countenance, and make an enemy think we 


have ſome recourſe, which know nothing of. 


This appears to have been for everal months paſt {| 
the condition of thoſe people, whom I am forced, 


for want of other phraſes, to call the rained party. 


They have taken up ſince their fall ſome real and 


ſome 


peetended hopes. When the Earl of Sunder- 


land was diſcarded, they hoped her Majeſty would 
proceed no farther in the change of her miniſtry ;, 
and had the inſolence to miſrepreſent her words to. 


foreign ſtates. They hoped, nobody durſt adviſe 
the diſſolution of the parliament. When this was. 
done, and further alterations made in court, they 
heped, and endeavoured to ruin the credit of the. 
pation 
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nation. They likewiſe hoped, that we ſhould have 
ſome terrible loſs abroad, which would force us to 

unravel all, and begin again upon their bottom. 
But, of all their hopes, whether real or aſſumed, 
there is none more extraordinary than that which 
they now would ſeem to place their whole confi- 


dence in : that this great turn of affairs was only 


occaſioned by a ſhort madneſs of the people, from 


! which they will recover in a little time, when their 
eyes are opened, and they grow cool and ſober e- 


nough to conſider the truth of things, and how 


much they have been deceived, It is not improba- 
ble, that {ome few of the deepeſt ſighted among 
theſe reaſoners are well enough convinced, how 
voain all ſuch hopes muſt be: but for the reſt, the 
Vulu—iſeſt of them ſcem to have been very ill judges of 
the people's diſpoſitions; the want of which know- 
ledge was a principal occaſion to haſten their ruin; 


for ſurcly, had they ſuſpected which way the po- 


pular current inclined, they never would have run ; 


againſt it by that impeachment. I therefore con- 
clude, they generally. are ſo blind, as to imagine 
ſome comfort from this fantaſtical opinion ; that 
the people of England are at preſent diſtracted, but 


vill ſhortly come to their ſentes again. 


For the ſervice therefore of our adverſarics — 


friends, I thall briefly examine this point, by ſhew- 
ing what are the cauſes and ſymptoms of a people's 


madneſs.;, and how it differs from their natural 
bent and inclination. 
It is Machiavel's obſervation, that. the people, 


when left to their own judgment, do ſeldom miſtake 


their true intereſts; and indeed they naturally love 


the conſtitution they are born under; never defir- 


ing to change, but under. great oppreſſions. How- 


ever, they are to be deccived by ſeveral means. It 
Hath often happencd in Greece, and. ſometimes in ] 
Rome, that thoſe very men who have contributed 


to ſhake off a former Innar, hve, inſtead of 
B 3 reſtoring ö 
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reſtoring the old conſtitution, deluded the peo pw 
into a worſe and more ignominious flavery. | 
ſides, all great changes have the ſame effect upon 
commonwealths, that thunder hath upon liquors, 
making the dregs fly up to the top; the loweſt ple- 
beians riſe to the head of affairs; and there pre- 
ſerve themſelves, by repreſenting the nobles, and 
other friends to the old government, as enemies to 


the public. The encouraging of new myſteries and 


new deities, with the pretences of farther purity in 
religion, hath likewite been a frequent topic to 
_ miſlead the people. And not to mention more, 
the promoting falſe reports of dangers from a- 
broad, hath often ſerved to prevent them from 
feneing againſt real dangers at home. By theſe, and 
the like arts, in conjunction with a great depravity 


bf manners, and a weak or corrupt adminiſtration, 


the madneſs of the people hath rifen to fuch a 
| height as to break in pieces the whole frame of the 


| beſt inftituted governments. But, however, ſuch _ 


FP phrenzies, being artificially raiſed, are a per- 

force and conſtraint upon human nature; and 
under a wife ſteady prince will certainly decline of 
_ themſelves, ſettling like the ſea after a ſtorm ; and 


then the true bent and genins of the people will 
appear. Ancient and modern ſtory are full of i in- 


ftances to illuſtrate what I ſay, 


In our own ifhnd we had a great 3 als a 


long madneſs in the people, kept up by a thouſand 
artifices, like intoxicating medicines, until the con- 
ſtitution was deſtroyed ; yet the malignity being 
ſpent, and the humour exhauſted that ſerved to fo- 
ment it, before the uſurpers could fix upon a new 


ſcheme, the people ſuddenly recovered, and paves: S. 


_ ably reſtored the old conſtitution. 
From what I have offered, it will be eady to de- 
cide, whether this late change in the diſpoſition of 


the people was a new madneſs, or a recovery from 


an old o one. Neither do I ſee how it can be prov- 
ed, 
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ed, that ſuch a change had in any eircumſtance use 
leaſt ſymptoms of madneſs, whether my deſcrip- 
tion of it be right or no. It is agreed, that the 
trueſt way of judging the diſpoſition: of the people 
in the choice of their repreſentatives is by comput · | 
ing the country- elections; and in theſe it is mani- 
feſt, that five in fix are entirely for the preſent 3 
meaſures ; although the court was ſo far from in- 
terpoſing its credit, that there was no change wthe 3 
admiralty, not above one or two in the lieutenan- . 
cy, nor any other methods uſed to influence elec- 
tions. The free, unextorted addreſſes ſent ſome 
ume before from every part of the kingdom, 
plainly ſhewed, what ſort of bent the people had 
taken, and from what motives. The election of 
members for this great city, carried, contrary to 
all conjecture, againſt the united intereſt of thoſe 
to great bodies, the Bank and Eaſt-India compa» 
* ny, was another convincing argument. Beſides, 
tze Whigs themſelves have always confeſſed, that 
tee bulk of landed men in England was generally 
of Tories. So that this change muſt be allowed to 
be according to the natural genius and diſpoſition 
of the people ; whether it were juſt and reaſonable 
| in irſelf or no. 3 - 83462 : 2 
| Notwithſtanding all which, you ſhall frequently 
bear the partiſans of the late men in power gravely 
a | and deciſively pronounce, that the preſent miniſtry 
d ; cannot poſſibly ſtand. Now, they who affirm this, 
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” mm they believe themſelves, muſt ground their opi- 
g nion upon the iniquity of the /aft being ſo far eſta- 
- * bliſhed and deeply rooted, that no endeavours of 


w ; Honeſt men will be able to reſtore things to their 
— former ſtate, Or elſe theſe reaſoners have been fo 
mamiiſled by twenty years miſmanagement, that they 
2 | have forgot our conſtitution, and talk as if our 
8 Þ monarchy and revolution began together. But the 
m dady of che people is wiſer; and by the choice they 
— have made, ſhew they do underſtand our conſtitu- 
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„and would bring it back to the old form; 
— 22 care to maintain, 


without threatening or corruption, 18 likely to do, 
when no man ſhall be in any danger to loſe his 
Place by the freedom of his voice. 

But who are thoſe advancers of this opinion, 
that the preſent miniſtry cannot hold ? It muſt be 
either ſuch as are afraid to be called to an account, 


5 perhaps it will be nec 
chat the public buſine 


20 


buy to advantage. 
Let theſe hopes, thus freely expreſſed, as they 


are more ſincere, ſo they are more ſupportable, 


than when they appear under the diſguiſe and pre- 
_ rence of fears. Some of theſe gentlemen are em- 


- ployed to ſhake their heads in proper companies; 


0 doubt where all this will end; to be in mighty 


pain for the nation; to ſhew how impoſſible it iss f 


that the public credit can be ſupported; to pray 
that all may do well in whatever hands; but very 


much to doubt that the pretender is at che bottom. 
I know not any thing ſo nearly reſembling this be- 
Haviour, as what I have often ſcen among the 


friends of a ſick man, whoſe intereſt it is that he 


mould die. The phyſicians proteſt they ſee no 
danger, the ſymptoms are good, the medicines an» 


{wer expectation; yet {till they are not to be com- 
forted; they whiſper, he is a gone man, it is not 


poſſible he ſhould hold out; he hath perfect death. 
in his face; they never liked his doctor. At laſt, 


in caſe it ſhould hold: or thoſe who keep offices, 
from which others, better qualified, were removed, 
and may reaſonably apprehend to be turned out 
for worthier men to _ into their places; ſince *! 
to make ſome changes, 
the nation may go on: 
or, laſtly, fockjobbers, who induſtriouſly ſpread ! 
ſuch reports, that actions may fall, and their friends | 


more painful chan the malady itſelf; yet certain, 
death is the conſequence of deferring them too: 
' long. Actions have fallen, and the loans are aid. 
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1 believe there is no man ſo ſanguine, who did. 
not apprehend ſame ill conſequences from the late. 
change; thaugh not in any proportion ta the goed, 
ones: but it is manifeſt, the former have proved, 
much fewer and lighter than were expected, either 
at home or abroad, by the fears of our friends, or: 
the hopes of our enemies. Thoſe remedies he 
fir the humours in a diſeaſed body, are at firſt 


to come in ſlowly. But beſides that, ſomething of; 
this muſt have been whether there had been any 


change or no: beſides that the ſurpriſe of every; 
change, for the better as well as the worſe, is apt: 
to affect credit for a while; there is a farther rea- 

_ fon, which is plain and ſcandalous. When the late 


party was at the helm, thoſe who were called the 
Tories, never put their reſentments in balance with 
the ſafety of the nation: but chearfully contribut- 


ed to the common cauſe 3 now the ſcene is chang-- 
ed, the fallen party ſeems to act from 
ent motives ; they have given the word about ; they 


will keep their money, and be paſſive ;. and in this. 


point ſtand upon the ſame foot with Papiſfts and 


Nonjurors. What would have become of the pub - 
he, if the preſent great majority had acted thus, 
during the late adminiſtration, before the | others: 


were maſters of that wealth they have ſqueezed out 
of the landed men, and with the ſtrength of which: 


hey would now hold the kingdom at defiance ? 


Ius much I have thought to ſay, without point - 
ing reflections upon any particular perſon, which 1 

have hitherto but ſparingly done, and that only to- 

wards thoſe whoſe characters are too profligate,, 


that che managing of them ſhould be of any con- 
ec, Beſides, as it is a talent I am not natu- 


= TEMAaME Way! 
rally fond of; fo, in the ſubjects I treat it is gene- 
rally needleſs. If 1 diſplay the effects of avarice 


and ambition, of bribery and corruption, of groſs. 
immorality and irreligion ; thoſe who are the leaſt 
converſant in things, will eaſily know where to ap- 


them. Not that I lay any weight upon the ob- 


jections of fuch who charge me with this proceed- 
ing: it is notorious enough, that the writers of the 
_ other fide were the firſt agreſſors. Not to mention 
their ſcurrilous libels, many years ago, directly le- 
velled at particular perſons ; how many papers do 


now come out every week, full of rude invectives 


againſt the preſent miniſtry, with the firſt and laſt 
letters of their names to prevent miſtakes ? It is 
good ſometimes to let theſe people ſee, that we 


neither want ſpirit nor materials to retaliate ; and B 
therefore, in this point alone, I ſhall follow their | 


example, whenever I find myſelf ſufficiently pro- 
_ voked; only with one addition, that whatever 
charges I bring, either general or particular, ſhalt 
be religiouſly true, founded either upon avowed 
facts, which none can deny, or ſuch as I can prove 
from my own knowledge. 

"ing: refolved publicly to confeſs any miſtakes I 
have been guilty of, I do hereby humbly defire the 
reader's pardon for one of mighty importance, a- 
bout a fact in one of my papers, ſaid to be done in 
the cathedral of Glouceſter. A whole hydra of 


errors in two words! For, b rmed,. 


it was neither in the cathedral, nor city, nor coun- 
ty of Glouceſter, but ſome other church of that 


: = — although from the meaneſt hands, 1 
9 have anfwered it, 2 


eſe. If I had ever met any other objection of 


0 wel 7 


2 
, 


v RX 


ke LA 


r ͤ dd 


1 


their uncharitableneſs in affirming, that, if the late 


odds but they have provoked to fay more than they 
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, delendis, , Cong juratio. 


OT many torn ago I obſerved a noe of Aten 
tented gentlemen, curſing the Tories to hell for 


miniſtry had continued to this time, we ſhould have 
had neither church nor monarchy left, They are 
uſually fo candid, as to call that the opinion of the 
party, which they hear in a coffee-houſe, or over a 
bottle, from ſome warm young people, whom it is 


believed, by ſome as abſurd and. ridicu- 
lous of their own, And ſo proved in — 
inſtance : for, aſking one of theſe 
it was that provoked thoſe he had been — 
with, to advance ſuch a paradox; he aſſured me 
in a very calm manner; it was nothing in the world 
but that himſelf and ſome others of the company 
had made it appear, that the deſign of the preſent 


parliament and miniſtry was to bring in Popery, ar- 


 bitrary power, and the pretender: which I take to 
be an opinion fifty times more improbable, as well 
as more uncharitable, than what is charged upon 
the Whigs : becauſe I defy our adverfaries to pro- 
duce one ſingle reaſon for ſuſpecting ſuch deſigns 


* in the perſons now at the heim; whereas I can, 


vpon 


It is natural indeed, when a ſtorm is over, that 
hath only untiled our houſes and blown down 
ſome of our chimneys, to conſider what farther 
miſchiefs might have enſued, if it had laſted long- 


er. However, in the preſent caſe I am not of the | 
opinion above mentioned; I believe the church 


and ſtate might have laſted ſomewhat longer, al- 
though the late enemies to both had done their 
worſt, I can hardly conceive, how things would 
have been foon ripe for a new revolution, I am 1 
convinced, that if they had offered to make ſuch 
large and ſudden ſtrides, it muſt have come to 
blows; and, according to the computation we have 
no reaſon to think a right one, I can partly guess 
_ what would have been the iſſue. Beſides, we are 
ſure the Queen would have interpoſed, before they 
came to extremities; and as little as they regarded 
the regal authority, would have been a check in 
their career. OT. | 
But, inſtead of this queſtion, what would have | 
been the conſequence, if the late miniſtry had con- 
tinued? I will propoſe another, which will be more 
_ uſeful for us to conſider; and that is, What we may 
reaſonably expect they will do, if ever they came into 
power again? This, we know, is the deſign and 
-endeavour of all thoſe ſcribblers which daily fly a- 
bout in their favour ; of all the falſe, inſolent, ant 
ſcandalous libels againſt the preſent adminiſtration; | 
and of all tlioſe engines ſet at work to fink the ac 
tions, and blow up the public credit. As for thoſe 
who ſhew their inclinations by writing, there is one 
_ conſideration, which I wonder doth not ſometimes _ 
affect them: for how can they forbear having 4 
ood opinion of the gentleneſs and innocence of 
thoſe who permit them to employ their pens as they | 
do? It puts me in mind of an inſolent, pragmatical 
| | ME | | | Orator 
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orator ſomewhere in Greece, who, railing with 
great freedom at the chief men in the ſtate, was 
anſwered by one who had been very inſtrumental 
in recovering the liberty of the city, that he thanked 
the gods, they had now arrived to the condition he al- 
ways wiſhed them in, when every man in that city 
might ſecurely ſay what he pliaſed. | wiſh theſe gen- 
tlemen would however compare the liberty they 
take, with what their maſters uſed to give; how 


many meſſengers and warrants would have gone 


out againſt any, who durſt have opened their lips, 


or drawn their pens, againſt the perſons and pro- 


ceedings of their juntcs and cabals How would 


their weekly writers have been calling out for pre- 
ſecution and puniſbment ? We remember, when a 
poor nickname *, borrowed from an old play of 
Ben Johnſon, and mentioned in a ſermon- without 


any particular application, was made uſe of as 2 


motive to ſpur on an impeachment. But after all 
it muſt be confeſſed, they had reaſons to be thus 


ſevere, which their ſucceſſors have not: Their 
faults would never endure the light; and to have 
expoſed them ſooner, would have raifed the king- 


dom againſt the actors, before the proper time. 
But to come to the ſubject I have now underta- 
ken, which is to examine what the conſequences 
would be, upon ſuppoſition that the Whigs were 
no reſtored to their power: I already imagine the 


preſent free parliament diſſolved, and another of a 


different epithet met by the force of money and 
management. | read immediately a dozen or two 


ſtinging votes againſt the proceedings of the late 
miniſtry, The bill +F now to be repealed would 
then be re · enacted, and the birth-right of an Eng- 


liſhman reduced again to the value of twelve pence. 


But to give the reader a ſtronger imagination of 


_ ® Volpene was a nickname given to Lord Treaſurer Godolphin, 
+ A bill fora general naturalization, 33 
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Ne 24, 
ae fone, let me. repreſent the deſigns of ſome 


lately endeavoured and 9 in the 
form of a paper of votes. 


TS”. Ordered, | 

IM Phat a bill be brought in for repealing the ſx 
© cramental tft. 

A petition of Tindal, Collins, Clendon, 
and Toland, in behalf of themſelves 
and many hundreds of their diſciples, fome of 


hom are members of this honourable houſe; 


© defiring that leave may be given to bring in a bill 


_— qualifying Atheifts, Derſts, and Secinians to 


_ «ſerve their country in any — porn 
> ſtical, civil, or military. | 


0 Order ed, 


* Ordered, 


That a bill be brought i in for removing the | 


© education of youth out of che hands of the cler- 


% Another to forbid the clergy preaching cer- 


„iin duties in religion ; eſpecially obedience ts 


4 Princes. 


„ Another to take away the juriſdidtion- of bi 


% ſhops; 
Another for conſtituting a general for life ; 
_ «© with inſtructions to the committee, that care 
W ne We wary 570g: = Gs 
_ © life of the ſaid general. 


AA bill of attainder againſt James Duke of Or- 


% mond; John Duke of Buckinham, Laurence 
+ Barl of Rocheſter, Sir Simon Harcourt, Knt 


dnn Lechmere-wes-one of the manogers againſt Dr, S. che 
* — vp the evidence, * 
| Robert 


1 given to bring in a bill accor- | 
2 - ding to the prayer of the ſaid petition; ana 
that Mr. Lechmere do 8 and bring in 4 
* © the ſame, LY 
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Eſqquires, 
m — Maſharn, — and others, * 


Marlborough bath bech 
a Moon nn juſt, —— 
„ Majediy.. 


4 3 1 
4 hament,. or the removal of a Mig mini 


_ was in order to bring in Popery and the pretend- 
+ ar; 2nd thet the ſu advice was hieb n. 


pang oy Ml riginal conpert, the 
DEE nope nes Sen 


44 ment of this realm is by a junto, and a 
oy _—_— Oe Ia IR nnn 


1155 or” nns, | 
men it be krought is for Farther ling 
* the prerogative... 
"= Ordered, | 
% That abe handing order of thi Houſe, ur. 
+ the merit of eleſtions be not determined by the 
% number of voices, or right of electors, but by 
# weight; and: ther one Whig thall 2 


<4 ten Tories. 
72 


1 - A motion being made, and the queſtion 
put, that when a Mig is detected 
+ bribery, and his competitor, being a Very, hath 
ten to one a majority, there ſhall be a wing 
+ tian; it paſſed in the negative. 
8 'Rejolued, 
« That for a King or Queen of this realm © 
read or examine a paper brought — 


. 5 the like reformations, would in all 
i probability 


28 


be the firſt fruits af utter olds 
Zion + and what ſtructures ſuch able artiſts 


cut off; the nation induſtrioufly involved in farther 
debts, to a degree that none would dare undertake 
the management of affairs, but thoſe whoſe intercft 
lay in ruining the conſtitution. I do not ſee, how 
the wiſeſt prince under ſuch neceffities could be a- 
ble to extricate himſelf, Then as to the church; 

the biſhops would by degrees be diſmiſſed, firſt from 
the t, next from their revenues, and at 
laſt from their office; and the clergy, inſtead of 
their idle claim of independency on the ſtate, would 


de forced to depend for their daily bread on every 
individual. But what ſyſtem of future government 
was deſigned; whether it were already digeſted, or 


would have been left for time and incidents 
to mature, I ſhall not now examine. Only _ 
this occaſion I cannot help reflecting on a fact, 


which it is probable the reader knows as well as 


"noylald. There was a picture drawn ſome time ago, 

ſenting five perſons as large as the life, ſitting 
in council together, like a pentarchy ; a void ſpace 
was left for a ſixth, which was to have been the 
Queen, to whom they intended that honour : but 
her Majeſty having ſince fallen under their diſplea- 
fare, they have made a ſhift to croud in tuo better 


friends, in her place, which makes it a complete 


_ heptarchy . This piece is now in the country, re- 
ſerved until better times; ; and hangs in a hall a- 
mong the pictures of Cromwell, Bradſhaw, Ire- 

ton, and ſome other predeceſſors. 9 8 


I muſt now deſire leave to fay ſomething to a 


gentleman, who hath been pleaſed to publiſh a dif- 


- courſe againſt a paper of mine relating to the con- 


* This beginncby was the benen, with ſeven — mentioned in 
No 23.2% 


vocation. | 


No 25, ; 


might 
in a ſhort time build upon ſuch foundations, T 
leave others to conjecture. All hopes of a peace 
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29 
vocation. He promiſeth to ** ſet me right without 
« any undue reflections, or indecent language.” 1 
ſuppoſe he means, in compariſon with others, who 

retend'to anſwer the Examiner. So far he is right; 
Pur if he thinks he hath behaved himſelf as becomes 
à candid antagoniſt, I believe he is miſtaken, He 


fays in his title-page, my r-preſentations are unfair, 
and my reflettions unjuſt : and his concluſion is yet 
more ſevere ; where he doubts I and my friends 


t are enraged againſt the Dutch, becauſe they pre- 
* ſerved us from Popery and arbitrary power at 


« the revolution; and ſince that time from bein 


* over-run by the exorbitant power of France and 
« becoming a prey to the Pretender,” Becauſe 


this author ſeems in general to write with an honeſt 


meaning, I would ſeriouſly put to him the queſtion, 


whether he thinks, & I and my friends are for 


« Popery, arbitrary power, France, and the pre 


tender?“ I omit other inſtances of ſmaller mo- 
ment, which however do not ſuit in my opinion 
with due reflection, or decent language. The fact re- 


lating to the convocation came from a good hand; 
and I do not find this author differs from me in any 
material circumſtance about it. My reflections 
were no more, than what might be obvious to any 
other gentleman, who had heard of their late pro- 
ceedings, If the notion be right, which this author 
gives us of a lower houſe of conyocation ; it is a 
very melancholy one, and to me ſeems utterly in- 

conſiſtent with that of a body of men whom he 


ons to have a negative: and therefore, ſince a 


great majority of the clergy differ from him in ſe- 
veral points he advances. I ſhall rather chuſe to be 
of their opinion than his. I fancy, when the 


whole ſynod met in one huſe, as this writer affirms, 


they were upon a better foot with their biſhops ; 


and therefore, whether this treatment, ſo extreme · 


ly de haut en bas, fince their excluſion be ſuitable to - 


- primitive cuſtom or primitive humility towards bre- 


is not my x buſineh © to inquire. One may 
2 or apoſtolic right. of Epiſc pp, 
great ſuge rity over PF eſbyters; 
Wass 4 of exerciſing the latter, v 
being of human inſtitution are ubje&t to inero 


ments and uſurpations I know every chrenman 


in a dioceſe hath a great deal of dependence u 
biſhop, and owes him canonical obedience ; wt 
I was apt to think, that when the whole repreſen- 
tative of the clergy met in a ſynod, they were con- 
1 in another light; at leaſt fince they are al- 
ed to have a negative. If I am miſtaken, I de- 


| fire to be excuſed, as talking out of my trade; only 
there is one thing wherein I entirely differ 14 
this author: ſince. in the diſputes about privileges 


one fide muſt recede; where ſo very few privileges re- 


main, it is a hundred to one odds, that the in- 
 _ cxroachments are not on the inferior clergy's ſide; 
| and no man can blame them for inſiſting on the 
all number that is left. There is one fact where- 


in I muſt take occaſion to ſet this author right; 
that the perſon * who firſt moved the Queen to re- 
1 the firſt · fruits and tenths to the clergy, was an 
eminent inſtrument in the late turn of affairs;” 
as I am told, hath lately prevailed to have the 
— favour granted for the clergy of Ireland +. 
But I muſt beg leave to inform this author, chat 
my paper is not intended for the management of 


controverſy ; which would be of very little import 


to moſt readers, and only miſpendtime that I would 
_ gladly employ to better purpoſes. For where it is 
2 man's buſineſs to entertain a whole roomful, it 


is unmannerly to apply himſelf to a particular per- 
back * the reſt of che com- 


ton, Far. bn 


» Earl of 1 Lord 3 


+ This was done by the author's ſolicitation, See his letters to 


Ty , 


No 1 . 
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Ea autem ks, laus relle fadtorum, magnorums 


ue in rempublicam meritorum : qua cum optind cus 3 


_ guſque, tum etiam en rn —_— 
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7 AM thinking, 1 what a anighty advantage itis to 
I be entertained as a writer to a ruined cauſe. I 
remember a fanatic preacher, who was inchacd-to 
come into the church, and take orders ; hut upon 
mature thoughts was diverted from chat deſign, 
when he conſidered that the collections of the godly 
were a much hearticr and readier penny, than he 
could get by wrangling with tithes. He certainly 
had reaſon; and the two caſes are parallel. If you 
write in defence of a fallen party, you are main- 


tained by contribution, yy per ſon: you 
have little more to do t to c and cavil at 


thoſe who hold een you are 
ſure to be celebrated and careſſed by — par: 
ty, to a man: you may affirm and deny what you 
pleaſe without truch or probability, fince it is but 
| loſs of time to contradict you. Bchdes, commiſera» 
tion is often on your tide; and you have a precence 
do be thought honeſt and diſimtereſted for a 
to friends in diſtreſs: after which, if your friends 


ever happen to turn up again, you have a ſtrong 


fund of merit towards making your fartune. 'Fhen 
you never fail to be well furniſhed with materials; 
every one bringing in his gugta; and falſehood be- 
ing naturally more plentiful than truth: not to 
mention the wonderful delight of libelling men in 
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power, and hugging yourſelf in a corner with 
mighty ſatisfaction for what you have done, 
It is quite otherwiſe with us, who engage as vo- 
lunteers in the ſervice of a flouriſhing miniſtry, in 
full credit with the Queen, and beloved by the peo- 
ple; becauſe they have no finiſter ends or danger- 
ous deſigns; but purſue with ſteadineſs and reſolu- 
tion the true intereſt of both, Upon which account 
they little want, or defire, our affiftance; and we 
may write till the world is weary of reading, with- 
out having our pretences allowed either to. a place, 
or a penſion : beſides, we are refuſed the common 
| benefit of the party, to have our works cried up of 
courſe ; the readers of our ſide being as ungentle, 
and hard to pleaſe, as if we writ againſt them: and 
our papers never make their way in the world, but 
barely in proportion to their merit. The deſign 
of their fabours, who write on the conquered fide, 
is likewiſe of greater importance than owrs : They 
are like cordials for dying men. which muſt be re- 
peated ; whereas ours are, in the ſcripture-phraſe, 
but me it for babes: at leaſt, all I can pretend, is to 
andeceive the ignorant, and thoſe at a diſtance ; 
but their taſk is to keep up the ſinking ſpirits of a 
After ſuch reflections, I cannot be angry with 
cthoſe gentlemen for perpetually writing againſt me; 


it furniſhes them largely with topics; and is beſides 


their proper buſineſs: neither is it affectation, or 
altogether corn. that I do not reply. But as things 
are, we both act ſuitable to our ſeveral provinces : 
mine is by laying open ſome corruptions in the late 
management, to ſet thoſe who are ignorant, right 
in their opinions of perſons and things: it is theirs 
to cover with | fio-/eaves all the faults of their 
friends, as well as they can. When I have produ- 
ced my facts, and offered my arguments, I have 
nothing farther to advance ; ir is their office to de- 

ny, and diſprove ; and then let the world ms. | 


x 
| 
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theſe judicious critics in pretending to diſcover an ; 

author by his ſtyle and manner of thinking 2 
mention the juſtice and candour of exhauſting all 

the ſtale topics of ſcurvility in reviling a paper, and 
then flinging at a venture the whole load upon one 


me, much againſt my intereſt and inclination, to 


he might have reaſon to be aſhamed of: ſtill faith- 
fully promiſing never to diſturb thoſe worthy advo- 
cates; but ſuffer them in quiet to roar on at the 
 Examiver, if they or their party find any eaſe init; 
as phyſicians ſay there is to people in torment, fuch 


as men in the gout, or women in labour. 


| However, I muſt acknowledge myſelf indebted 


If I were as they, my chief endeavour ſhould certainly 
be to batter down the Eximiner : therefore I cannot 
but approve their defign. Beſides, they have indeed 
another reaſon for barking inceſſantly at this pa- 


per : they have in their prints openly taxed a moſt 


ingenious perſon, as author of it; one who is in 


great, and very deſerved, reputation with the 


world, both on account of his poetical works, and 


his talents for public buſineſs. They were wiſe e- 
nough to contider, what a ſanction it would give 


their performances, to fall under the animadverſion 


of ſuch a pen; and therefore uſed all the forms of 


provocation commonly practiſed by little obſcure 


pedants, who are fond of diſtinguiſhing themſelves 


the fame of an adverſary. So nice a taſte have 


not to 


who is entirely innocent; and whoſe greateſt fault 
perhaps is too wuch gentleneſs towards a party, 


from whole leaders he hath received quite contrary | 


treatment. | 


The concern I have for the eaſe and'reputai 
of fo deſerving a gentleman, hath at as 2 


let theſe angry people know, who is u the authos 


of the Hx miner. For I obſerved the opinion be- 


gan to ſpread; and I choſe rather to ſacrifice the 
honour I received by it, than let the injudicious 
people intitle him to a performance, that perhaps 
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them for one hint, which I ſhall now purſue, 
Although in a different manner. Since the fall of 
eee 
heir encomiums; I conceive, in imitation of thoſe 
who write the lives of famous men, where after 


1 4 2 Oy characters. 
| m Lia virtues t at random, 
= - Ithoughs-the dilpaſers had flung their names, like 


— Into a hat to he drawn, as fortune plea- 


nod. Goon ; Clodins, Piety and Zuſtice; Grac- 


8 1 
Fee owned 


—— in me, from whom they have deſerved fo 
bat a I —— without being 
a 
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. by ahe ine and their friends. Their Craflys 
drew: Liberality and Gratitude; Fulvia, Humility 


= alty to his prince; Cinna, . 

dcn andconftitution ; and ſo of the „ 
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andy in the meam time, 4 + ſetrled o Dew, 
whereof the Lg ov ſhould be honey fait, 
Therefore, my tments ſhall ſo far prevail; 


that in praiſing thoſe who are now at the head of 
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affairs, I ſhall at the ſame time take notice of their 
defects. Was any man more emment in His pro- 
feſſion than the preſent Lord Keeper * or more 
diſtinguiſhed by his cloquenee and great abilities inf 
the Houſe of Commons? And will not his enemies 
allow him to be fully equal to the great ſtutiom he 
now adorns ? But then it muſt be granted, that he 
is wholly ignorant in the ſpeculative,” as well as 
Practical part of polygamy; he knows not Ro. 50 
- |  metamorphoſe a ſober man inte a Tunatic: He is n- 
3 freethinker in religion, nor hath courage to be pa- 
„ of an atheiſtieal book, while he is guardian of 
te Queen's confcience; Although” after” al ro * 
= free my. my private opinion, I cannot think theſe - I 
ö | | fuck mighty obje&tions 16/kis'charaQtery av femme 
- * would pretend. I 
1 The perſon who now. preſides: at the edbnieif t, 
is deſcended from a great and bonourable farher, 
r the people; be was at the head 
of the ſome years, and rather choſe to 
cnrieh his prinee than himſelf, Im the height of 
favour | and credit, he ſacrifieed-the greateſt em- 
2 in the kingdom to his conference and” ho- 
nour; he hath always been firm in his loyalty and 
— zealous for ſupporting the prerogative of 
_ the crown, and preſerving the liberties of the 
e. But then his beſt friends muſt own; that 
be is neither — he hath never con- 
verſed with Toland to open and enlarge his 
5 9 diſpel che prejudices of education; 


* Sir Simon Harcourt: * Lord Harcourt, was made Lex 
| Keep: r upon the reſignation of Lord Chanceilor Cov pe | 


4 Laurence Hyde, late . in the — of Lord 


en. © At ih Ah. Se oat dl. 2 2 ts ul 


nor vas he ever able to arrive at chat perfection of 


ro keep the wife without diſturbance. 


The preſent Lord Steward hath been always 


diſtinguiſhed for his wit and knowledge ; is of con- 


ſummate wiſdom and experience in affairs; hath 


continued conſtant to che true intereſt of the na- 
tion, which he eſpouſed from the beginning; and 


10 is every way qualified to ſupport the dignity of his 
office ; but in point of oratory, muſt give place to 


predeceſſor. 


be Duke of Shrewſbury + was highly inftru- | 
mental in bringing about the revolution, in which 


| ſervice he freely expoſed his life and fortune. He 
| hath ever been the favourite of the nation, being 


poſſeſſed of all the amiable qualities that can ac- | 
_ compliſh a great man; but in the agreeableneſs 


and fragrancy of his perſon, and the profound- 


_ neſs of his politics, muſt be allowed to fall very J 


ſhort f 


Mr. Harley + had the honour of being choſen | 
| Speaker ſucceflively to three parliaments, He was 


| = firſt of late-years, who yentured to reſtore the 


forgotten cuſtom of treating his prince with duty 
and 22 ca and diſen engaged i in private conver- 


ation with ſuch a weight of affairs upon his ſhoul- 
ders; of great learning, and as great a favourer 
and protector of it; intrepid by nature, as well as 
dy the conſciouſneſs. of his own integrity; and a 
deſpirer of money; purſuing the true intereſt of 


his prince and country againſt all obſtacles : ſaga- 


_ cious to view into the remoteſt conſequences of 
things, by which all difficulties fly before him; a 
firm friend, and a placable enemy 3 


» ITbe Duke of Wann and W in the room of the 


Dukes of Devonſhire, 
* Lord Chamberlain, in the room of the Marquis of Kent. 


1 Chancellor of the 2 * the removal of Lord Go- 
juſteſt 


ALolphin. 
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to ruin and impriſon the husband, in order 
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juſteſt reſentments, not only to dub good, but to 
common interceſſion and acknowledgment, Yet 
with all theſe virtnes, it muſt be granted, there is 


ſome mixture of human infirmiry, His greateſt 


admirers muſt confeſs his {kill at cards and dice to 
be very low and ſuperficial; in horſe-racing he is 


utterly ignorant; then to ſave a few millions to the 


public, he never regards how many worthy citizens 


he hinders from making up their plumb *. And 
ſurely there is one thing never to be forgiven him 3 


that he delights to have his table filled with Black | 

coats, whom he uſeth as if they were gentlemen, _ 

My Lord Dartmouth + is a man of letters, full 
of good ſenſe, good nature, and honour ; of ſtrict 


virtue and regularity in his life; but labours under 
one great defect, that he treats his clerks with more 


civility and good manners , than others 1 in his ſta- . 


tion have done the Queen. 


___ Omitting ſome others, I fall cloſe this ltr _ 
. of the preſent miniſtry with that of Mr. St. John , 


who, from his youth, applying thoſe admirable ta- 


lents of nature and improvements of art to public 


buſineſs, grew eminent in court and parliament, at 


an age when the generality of mankind is employ- 


ed in trifles and folly, It is to be lamented, that 


he hath not yet procured himſelf a buſy, important 
countenance; nor learned that protound part of 
wiſdom, to be difficult of acceſs. Beſides, he hatli 
. clearly miſtaken the true uſe of backs, which he 


hath' thumbed and fpoiled with reading, when he 
vught to have multiplied them on his thelves; not 


ke a great man of my acquaintance, who knew a 


book by the back better than a fr riend ** che face; 


a cant wo; d 1 in 8 for 100,000 1. 25 | 

+ He ſucceeded the Earl of Suncerlard as Secretary of State. 

I Secr tory of State in the room of Mr, Henry Boyle, He was 
a.erwards created Lord Viſcount Bolir gbroke, | | 


Vor. II. 5 although 
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although he had never converſed with the former, 


and _ with the latter. 


CO NO Ie 


N. v7: maus. February 8. * 


_ * „ in omni precuratione nogotii et muneris ;s pub- 
lici, ut avaritie 9 etiam minima ſuſpicio. 


ere is no vice aha mama; carries an thc 


5 wild extremes as that of ava ice. Thoſe two 
which ſeem to rival it in this point, are luſt and 
ambition; but the former is checked by difficul- 


ties and diſeaſes, deſtroys itſelf by its own purſuits, 


and uſually declines with old age; and the latter 
requiring courage, conduct, and fortune in a 


higher degree, and meeting with a thouſand dan- 


gers and oppoſitions, ſucceeds too ſeldom in an 
age to fall under common obſervation, Or, ava- 
rice is perhaps the ſame paſſion with ambition; on- 
ly placed in more ignoble and daſtardly minds, by 
which the object is changed from power to money, 
Or it may be that one man purſues power in order 
to wealth; and another wealth in order to power; 

Which laſt i is the ſafer way. although longer about ; 


and, fuiting with every period, as well as condition 


1 of life, is more generally followed. 
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However it be, the extremes of this paſſion a are | 


certainly more frequent than of any other; and 


often to a degree ſo abſurd and ridiculous, that if 
ir were not for their frequency, they could hardly 


obtain belief. The age, which carries other fol- 


Hes and vices beyond nature and probability, falls 
very ſhort in the repreſentations of avarice ; nor 
are there any extravagancies in this kind deſcribed 


outdone 


by ancient or modern comedies, which are not 


| 
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outdone by an hundred inſtances, commonly told 
among ourſelves, | 
am ready to conclude from hence, that a vice 
which keeps ſo firm a hold upon human nature, and 
governs it with ſo unlimited a tyranny, ſince it can- 
not wholly be eradicated ought at leaſt to be con- 
fined to particular objects; to thrift" and penury, 
to private fraud and extortion, and never ſuffered 
to prey upon the public; and ſhould certainly be 
rejected as the moſt unqualifying circumſtance for 
any employment, where bribery and corruption can 
_—_—_ 4 - | — OO 
EY If the miſchiefs of this vice in a public ſtation 
were confined to enriching only thoſe particular 
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* | perſons employed, the evil would be more ſup- 
portable; but it is uſvally quite otherwiſe. When 
a a feward defrands his hard, he muſt connive at the 
Tok reſt of th» ſervants, while they are following the 
£ ſame practice in their ſeveral ſpheres) ſo that, in 
£ ſome families you may obſerve a ſubordination of 

a flaves in a link downards to the very helper in the 
ſtables, all cheating by concert, and with impu- 

1 nity. And even if this were all, perhaps the ma- 


7 ſter could bear it without being undone ; but it ſo 
© | happens, that for every thilling the ſervant gets by 
at his iniquity, the maſter loſeth twenty; the perqui- 


'3 ' fites of ſervants being but ſmall compoſitions for 
5 ſuffering ſhopkeepers to bring in what bills they 
n pleaſe, It is exactly the ſame thing in a ſtate: an 

' _ avaricious man in office is in confederacy with the 
+ whole clan of his diſtrift, or dependence; which, 
d | in modern terms of art is called to live and let live; 
3 and yet their gains are the ſmalleſt part of the pub- 
bl  Tic'sloſs. Give a guinea to a knaviſh land-warter, 


and he ſhall connive at the merchant for cheating 


the Queen of an hundred, A brewer gives a bribe 
* to have the privilege of ſelling drink to the navy; 
ed but the fraud is an hundred times greater than the 
as | bribe, and the public is at the whole loſs. = 


D2 Moraliſts 


4 
: 


Moraliſts make two kinds of avarice; that of 


Catiline, alieni appetens, ſui profuſus; and the other 
more generally unerſtood. by that name, which is 


the endleſs deſire of hoarding. But I take the for- 
mer to be more dangerous in a ftate, becauſe it 


mingles with ambicition, which I think the latter 


cannot; for although the fame breaſt may be cap- 
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able of admitting both, it is not able to cultivate 


them; and where the love of heaping wealth pre- 
Vvoails, there is not, in my oPunion, much to be ap- 
prchended from ambition. I he diſgrace of that 


ſordid vice is ſooner apt to ſpread than any other; 
and is always attended with the hatred and fcorn of 


the people: fo that whenever thoſe two paſſions 


happen to meet in the ſame ſubject, it is not un- 


likely that Providence hath placed avarice to be a 


check upon ambition; and I have reaſon to think, 
eme great miniſters of flate have been of — opi- 5 


nion. 
"Is divine authority of holy writ, the precepts of 
philoſophers, the laſhes and ridicule of fartirical 


| Poets, have been all employed in exploding this in- 
ſatiable thirſt of money; and all equally controlled 


by the daily practice 'of mankind. Nothing now 

remains to be ſaid upon the occaſion ; and if there 

did, I muſt remember my character, that I am an 
examiner only and not a reformer. 

_ However, in thoſe caſes where the frailties of 

; 8 men do nearly affect the public welfare, 
uch as a prime miniſter of ſtate, or a great general 


of an army; methinks there ſhould be ſome expe 


dient contrived to let them know impartially, what 
is the world's opinion in the point. Encompaſſed 


with a croud of depending flatterers, they are many 


degrees blinder to their own faults, than the com- 


mon infirmities of human nature can plead in their 


excuſe. Advice dares not to be offered, or is 
wholly loſt, or returned with hatred ; and what- 
Ever appears in public againſt thew Pr evailing vice, 
goes 
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goes for nothing ; being either not applied, or paſ- 
ting only for libel and ſlander, proceeding from the 


malice and envy of party. 


I have ſometimes thought, that if I had lived at 
Rome in the time of the firſt friumvirate, I ſhould 
have been tempted to write a letter, as from an 


unknown hand, to thoſe three great men who had 


then uſurped the ſovereign power; wherein I would 
freely and fincerely tell each of them that fault 


which I conceived was moſt odious, and of worſt 


conſequence to the commonwealth. That to Craſ- 
ſus ſhould have been ſent to him after his conqueſts 


in Meſopotamia, and in the following terms. 


| ö « To Marcvs CRrassvs, health. 


1 IF you apply, as you ought, what Icom write, 


* 


you will be more obliged to me than to all the 
world, hardly excepting your parents or your 
country. I intend to tell you, without diſguiſe 
or prejudice, the opinion which the world hath 
* entertained of you; and to let you ſee, I write 
„this without any ſort of ill-will, you thall fart - 
hear the ſentiments they have to your advan- 
tage. No man diſputes the gracefulneis of your 
% perſon, you are allowed to have a good and 
clear underſtanding, cultivated by the know- 
* ledge of men and manners, although not by li- 
terature ; you. are no ill orator in the ſenate ; 
you are ſaid to excel:in-the art of bridling and 
ſubduing your anger, and ſtifling-or concealing 
your reſentments; you have been a moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful general, of long experience, great con- 
duct, and much perſonal courage; you have 
gained many important victories for the com- 
monwealth, and foreed the ſtrongeſt towns in 
Meſopotamia to ſurrender, for which frequent 
* ſupplications have been decreed by the ſenate. 
* Yet with all theſe qualities, and:this merit, give 
oth Ss . me 
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me leave to ſay, you are neither beloved by the 
* 3 nor plebeians at home, nor by the offi - 
© cers or private ſoldiers of your own army a- 


* broad. And do you know, Craffus, that this is 


owing to a fault, of which you may cure your- 
% ſelf by one minute's reflection? What ſhall I 
ſay ? * are the richeſt perſon in the common- 
© wealth ; you have no male child: your daugh- 
© ters are all married to wealthy patricians ; you 


deeply ſtained with that odious and ignoble vice 


© of covetouſneſs. It is affirmed, that you deſcend 
“ even to the meaneſt and moſt ſcandalous degrees 
© of it; and while you poſſeſs ſo many millions, 
-M while you are daily acquiring fo many more, you 
are ſolicitous how to fave a ſingle ſefterce ; of which 
© an hundred ignominious inſtances are produced, 
and in all mens mouths. I will only mention 
chat paſſage of the buſtins , which, after abun- 
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dance of perſuaſion, you would hardly fuffer to 
be cut from your legs, when they were ſo wet 
and cold, that to have kept them on would have | 
* endangered your life. 

AInſtead of uſing the common arguments to 
*« difluade you from this weakneſs, I will endea- 


= Laube to convince, that you are really guilty of 


« it; and leave the cure to your own good ſenſe. 
* for perhaps you are not yet perſuaded that this 
is your crime; you have probably never yet 


been reproached for it to your face; and what 


* E are now told comes from one unknown, and 
t may be from an enemy. You will allow your- 
« felf indeed to be prudent in the management of 


your fortune; you are not a prodigal, like Clo- 
% dius, or Catiline ; but ſurely that deſerves not 


the name of avarice, I will inform you how to 
de convinced. Diſguiſe _ E 80 among 
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ce the common people in Rome introduce diſcour- 
« fes about yourſelf, inquire your own character: 
do the fame in your camp; walk about it in the 
: evening, hearken at every tent; and if you do” 
| ©« not hear every mouth cenſuring, lamenting, 
| „ curſing this vice in you, and even you for this 
&« vice, conclude yourſelf innocent. If you be not 
s yet perſuaded, ſend for Atticus, Servius Sulpi- 
<« cijus, Cato, or Brutus; they are all your friends; 
% conjure them to tell you ingenuouſly, which is 
„your great fault, and which they would chiefly 
„ with you to correct; if they do not agree in their 
« verdict, in the name of all the gods, you are ac- 
| z 8 g TH $0 
When your adverſaries reflect how far you are 
gone in this vice, they are tempted to talk as if 
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we owed our ſucceſſes, not to your courage or 

„ conduct, but to thoſe veteran troops you com- 

| © mand; who are able to conquer under any gene- 

ral, with fo many brave and experienced officers 

F--1 to lead them. Beſides, we know the conſequen- 

1 «* ces your avarice hath often occaſioned. The 
* ſoldier hath been ſtarving for bread, ſurrounded 


) with plenty, and in an enemy's country; but all 
"I & under ſafeguards and contributions ; which, if you 
F had ſometimes pleaſed to have exchanged for 
Þ « proviſions, might, at the expenſe of a few talents. 
s ( in a campaign, have ſo endeared you to the ar- 
t © my, that they would have deſired you to lead 
t ( them to the utmoſt limits of Aſia, But you ra- 
4 ([ ther choſe to confine your conqueſts within the 
— © fruitful country of Meſopotamia, where plenty 
Hof money might be raiſed. How far that fatal 
. greedineſs of gold may have influenced you in 
==: breaking off the treaty with the old Parthian 
o EKing Orodes, you beſt can tell; your enemies 
8 charge you with it; your friends offer nothing 
| 60 


material in your defence; and all agree, there is 
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% nothing ſo pernicious, which the extremes of a- 
* varice may not be able to inſpire. 

« 'The moment you quit this vice, you will be a 
„ truly great man; and ſtill there will imperfec- 
tions enough remain to convince us, you are not 
© a god. Farewell.” N 


Perhaps a letter of this nature, ſent to ſo reaſon- 
able a man as Craſſus, might have put him upon 
examining into himſelf, and correcting that little 
ſordid appetite fo utterly inconſiſtent with all pre- 


tences to heroiſm. A youth in the heat of blood 


may plead, with ſome ſhew of reaſon, that he is 
not able to ſubdue his luſts ; an ambitious man may 
uſe the ſame arguments for his love of power, or 
perhaps other arguments to juſtify it: but exceſs 
of avarice hath neither of theſe pleas to offer; 


it is not to be juſtified; and cannot pretend temp- 


tation for excuſe, Whence can the temptation: 
come ? Reaſon diſclaims it altogether; and it can- 
not be ſaid to lodge in the blood, or the animal ſpi- 
rits. So that I conclude, no man of true va- 
* lour, and true underſtanding, upon whom this 
« vice hath ſtolen unawares, when he is convin- 
«4 ced he is guilty, will. ſuffer it to remain in his 
« ns enbenn,” irs” 
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No 28. Thurſday, February 15. 1710. 
Inultus ut tu riſeris Cotyttia ? 
An anſwer to the letter to the Examiner, 
. Tondon, Feb. 15. 1710-11. 


a Lthough I have wanted leiſure to acknowledge 
the honour of a letter you was pleaſed to write 


to me about fix months ago; yet I have been very 
careful in obeying ſome of 
going on as faſt as I can with the reſt. I wiſh you | 
had thought fit to have conveyed them to me by 


your commands, and am 


a more private hand than that of the printing- 


 bauſe : for, although I was pleaſed with a pattern 


of ſtyle and ſpirit, which I propoſed to imitate, 
yet I was ſorry the world ſhould be a witneſs how 
far I fell ſhort in both. To 3 

I am afraid you did not eonfider, what an a- 
bundance of work you have cut out for me; nei- 
ther am J at all comforted by the promiſe you 
are ſo kind to make, that when “ I have per- 


formed my taſk, D——-2 ſhall bluſh in his. 
grave among the dead, Walpole among the 
living, and even Volpone ſhall feel ſome re- 
_ * morſe.” How the gentleman in his grave may 
have kept his countenance I cannot inform you, 


having no acquaintance at all with the ſexton : but 


for the other two, I take leave to aſſure you, there 


have not yet appeared the leaſt ſigns of bluſbing ov 


remorſe in either, although ſome very good oppartunit- 
ties have offered, if they had thought fit to accept 


them : 
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them: ſo that, with your permiſſion, I had rather | 
engage to continue this work until % be in their 


2 too; which I am fure will happen * 


ner than the other. 
You deſire I would collect ſome of thoſe in- 
„ dignities offered laſt year to her Majeſty,” I 


am ready to oblige you; and have got a pretty to- 


lerable collection by me, which I am in doubt whe- 


ther to publiſh by itſelf in a large volume in folio, C 
or ſcatter them here and there occaſionally in my 


papers. Although indeed I am fometimes think- 


ing to ſtifle them altogether ; becauſe fuch a hiſto- 

ry will be apt to give foreigners a monſtrous opi - 
= nion of our country, But ſince it is your abſolute 
opinion, that the world ſhould be informed; 1 
will, with the firſt occaſion, pick out a few choice 
 anſtances, and let them take their chance in the en- 


ſuing papers. I have likewiſe in my cabinet, cer- | 
tain quires of paper, filled with facts of corrup- 

tion, miſmanagement, cowardice, treachery, ava- 
rice, ambition, and the like ; with an alphabetical 
table, ro ſave trouble. And perhaps you will not 


wonder at the care I take to be fo well provided, 
hen you conſider the vait expenſe I am at. I feed 


weekly two or three wit farved writers, who have 


no other viſible ſupport ; beſides ſeveral others, 
who live upon my offals. In ſhort, I am like a 
nurſe, who ſuckles twins at one time, and hath, 


befides, one or two lap ** to draw ber 1 
breaſts. 
IT muſt needs confeſs, (and it is with grief * 


ſpeak it), that I have been the innocent cauſe of a 4 


t circulation of dulneſs: at the ſame time I 


— often wondered, how it hath come to paſs, 
that theſe induſtrious people, after poring ſo con- 
ſtantly upon the Examiner, a paper writ with plain 
ſenſe, and in a tolerable ſtyle, have made fo little 
improvement. I am ſure it would have fallen out 
. otherwiſe wick me: for WE" what I have 5 
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their performances, and I 2 . 
of ter performan ©, (and 1am cxiby informs 


until now, 1 thould have been fir for little, but to 


make an advocate in the fame cauſe. 

You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as moſt cher 
do, what end theſe angry folks propoſe in writing 
perpetually againſt the Examiner: it is not to be- 
get a better opinion of the late miniſtry, or with 


any hope to convince the world, that I am im the 


wrong in any one fact I relate ; they know all that 
to be loſt labour, and yet their deſign is 1 


enough: they would fain provoke me, by all ſorts 

of methods within the length of their capacity, to 

_ anſwer their paper; which would render mine 
wholly uſcleſs to the public: for if it once came 

to 2 and reply, we ſhould be all wp a * 


|; and then their work would be done. 
"T here is one gentleman * indeed, who hath writ 5 


ten three ſmall pamphlets upon the management of 
the war, and the treaty of peace. Theſe 1 had in- 
tended to have beſtowed a paper in examining ; and 


could cafily have made it appear, that whatever he 
ſays of truth, relates not at all to the evils we com- 


plain of, or controls one ſyllable of what I have 


ever advanced, Nobody that I know of did ever 


_ diſpute the Duke of Marlborough's courage, con- 
duct, or ſucceſs ; they have been always unqueſ- 


tionable, and will continue to be ſo in ſpite of the 
malice of his enemies, or, which is yet more, the 


weakneſs of his advocates. The nation only withes _ 
to fee him taken out of ill hands, and put into bet- 


ter. But what is all this to the cem of the late 


miniſtry, the ſhameful miſmanagements in Spain, 


or the wrong ſteps in the treaty of peace; the ſe- 
cret of which will not bear the light, and is, con- 
ſequently, by this author very poorly defended ? 
Theſe, and many other things , I would have ſhewn; J 


* Dr Hare, af:erwards Biſhep of Chichefer, N 
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—— determined to have it 
done in a diſcourſe by itſelf, rather than take up 


room here, and break into the deſign of this paper, 
from whence I have reſolved to baniſh controverſy 
as much as poſſible. But the poſtſcript to his third 
pamphlet was enough to diſgu 


any dealings at all with fuch a writer; unleſs that | 


= was left to ſome fortman he hath picked up a- 
the boys who follow the camp, whoſe cha- 

— it would fuit much better than that of the 
ſuppoſed author: at leaſt the foul language, the 


_ idle, impotent menaces, and the groſs perverting 

ot an innocent expreſſion in the fourth Examiner, 
joined to that reſpect I ſhall ever have for the func- 
tion of a divine, would incline me to believe ſo. 
But when he turns off his foxtman,. and ditclains | 
that poſtſcript, I will tear it out, and fee how far 


the reſt deſerves to be conſidered. 
But, Sir, I labour under a much greater diflicul- 


ty, upon which I thould be glad to hear your ad- 1 
vice. I am worried on one fide by the Whigs, for 


being too ſevere; and by the Tories on the other, 


for being too gentle, I have formerly hinted a 
complaint of this; but having lately received two 


_ peculiar letters, among many others, I thought no- 
thing could better repreſent my condition, or the 

opinion which the warm men on both ſides have of 

my conduct, than to ſend you a trankripe of each. 
The former 1 it exactly in theſe words, 


To the EXAMINER. 


E Mr. EXAMINER, 


vs By your continual reſlecting upon hs 1 4 
* of the late miniſtry, and by your encomiums o 


the preſent, it is as clear as the ſun at nooan-day, 
that you are a Jeſuit or Noyuror, employed by 
© the friends of the pretender to endeavour to in- 

wy troduce 
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ſt me from having 


and employments, without ſetting che whole na- 
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ſenters. Now, Sir, fince the moſt ingenious au- 


n 8 and flavery, and * power, 
and to infringe the /acred act for toleration of dif 


thirs, who write weekly againſt you, are not able 
to teach you better manners, I would have yon 
to know, that thoſe great and excellent men, as 
low as you think them at preſent, do not want 
friends that will take the firſt proper occaſion to 
cut your throat, as all ſuch enemies to modera- 
tion ought to be ſerved. It is well you have 
cleared another perſon from being author of 
your curſed libels; although, d- m me, perhaps 


ever, I hope we ſhall toon ferret you out. 


Therefore I adviſe you as a friend to let fall 


your pen, and retire betimes ; for our patience 
is now at an end. It is enough to loſe our power 


tion againſt us. Conſider, three years is the 


life of a party; dm me, every dig hath lis day, 
and it will be your turn next: therefore take 
warning, and learn to fleep in a whole ſkin ; or, 
whenever we are uppermoſt, fl G—d you mal 


find no mercy.” 


"The er loner was in Ws following terms. 


To the EXAMINER, 
«$S1R, 


SY I ama country-men ber, and contends ſend 
: 


ve 


a dozen of your papers down to my eleflers. I 
have read them all, but I confeſs, not with che 
ſatisfaction I expected. It is plain you know a 
great deal more than you write: Why will you 


not let us have it all out? We are told, that the 


Queen hath been a long time treated with inſo- 
lence by thoſe the hath molt obliged. _ Sir, 
Voc III. E 3 
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© let us have a few good ſtorics upon that head, 
We have been cheated of ſeveral millions; why 


will you not ſet a mark on the knaves who are 
5 guilty, and ſhew us what ways they took to rob 


&« the public at ſuch a rate? Inform us, how we 


* came to be diſappointed of peace about two years 
© ago. In ſhort, turn the whole myſtery of inj- 
quity inſide out, that every body may have a view 
of i. But above all, explain to us what was at 
« the bottom of that ſame empeachment ; I am ſure 
I never liked it; for at that very time a diſenting 
*« preacher in our neighbourhood came often to 
_ « fee our parſon; it could be for no good, for he 


Would walk about the barns and the ſtables, and 


__** defired to look into the church, as who ſbould 
ay, Theſe will ſhortly be mine; and we all believ- 
ed, he was then contriving ſome alterations a- 
__ «© gainſt he got into poſſeſſion. And I thall never 
forget, that a Whig Juſtice offered me then very | 
high for my biſhop's leaſc. I muſt be fo bold 
* to tell you, Sir, that you arc too favourable : J 
am ſure there was no living in quict for us, while 
© they were in the ſaddle. I was turned out of the 
_ * commithon, and called a Jacabite, although it 
coſt me a thoufand pounds in joining with the 
Prince of Orange at the revolution. The diſco- 
«« veries I wonld have you make, are of ſome facts, 
* for which they ought to be hangd ; not that I 
value their heads, but I would ſce them expol- | 


* ed, which may be done upon the owners fbould | 


« ers as well as "RIGS a pole, &c. 


© Theſe, Sir, are the e of a whole party 


on one ſide, and of conſiderable numbers on the 
other: however, taking the medium between theſe 


extremes, I think to go on as I have hitherto done, 
although I am ſenſible my paper would be more 
popular, if I did not lean too much to the favour- 
able fide. For nothing delights the people more, 
; — than 
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than to ſee their oppreſſors humbled, and all their 
actions painted with proper colours, ſet out in open 
view : Exactos tyrannos denſum humeris bibit aure 


vun. 


But as for the Whigs, I am in ſome doubt, whe- 


ther this mighty concern they ſhew for the honour 


of the late miniſtry, may not be affected; at leaſt. 


- whether their maſters will thank tllem for their 
cal in ſuch a cauſe, It is, I think, a known ſtory 


of a gentleman who feught another for calling him 
fon of a whore, that the lady deſired her ſon to make 


no more quarrels upon that ſubject, becauſe it was _ 


true, For, pray, Sir, doth it not look like a jeſt, 
that ſuch a pernicious crew, after draining our 


wealth; and diſcovering the moſt deſtructive deſigns 
_ againſt our church and ſtate, inſtead of thanking 


fortune that they are got off ſafe in their _ 
and piander,. ſhould ire theſe bullics of th 


do defend their reputations ? I remember, I — 


it tlie hardeſt caſe in the world, when a poor ac- 
quaintance of mine having fallen in among ſharp- 
ers, where he lo{t all his money, and then com- 


plaining he was cheated, got a good beating into 
the bargain for ering to affront gentiemen, I be- 


lieve the only reaſon why theſe purloiners of the 
public cauſe foch a clutter to be made about their 
reputations, is to prevent inquiſitions that might. 
tend towards making them refund: like thoſe wo- 
men they call ſboplifters, who, when they are chal- 
lenged for their thefts, appear to be mighty angry 
and affronted for fear of being ſearched. 

I will diſmiſs you, Sir, when I have taken notice 


of one particular. Perhaps you may have obſerv- 
ed, in the tolerated factious papers of the week, 
that the Earl of Rocheſter is frequently reflected 

on for having been Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioner, and 


Lord Tr eafurer, in the reign of the late K. James. 
The fact is true; and it will not be denied, to his 


immortal honour, that becauſe he could not com- 


C3 - BREE. 
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ply with the meaſures then taking, he refigned 


both thoſe employments ; of which the latter was 
immediately ſupplied by a commiſſion, compoſed 
of two Popiſh Lords, and the — Earl of Go» 
dolphin. 


-f We I OHNE K N. N. 
No. 29. Thurſday, February 22. 1710. 


Laus ſumma in fortune bonis, non extuliſſe ſe in po- 
 teftate, non fuiſſe inſelentem in pecunia, non ſe pre- 
* aliis propter abundantiam . 


7 I AM confclons to myſelf, that I write this paper 
wich no other intention but that of doing good, 
1 never received injury from the late miniſtry ; nor 
advantage from the preſent, farther than in com- 
mon with every good ſubject. There were among 
the former one or two, who muſt be allowed to 
have poſſeſſed very valuable qualities ; but pro- 
ceeding by a ſyſtem of politics which our conſti- 
tution could not ſuffer, and diſcovering a contempt 
of all religion, eſpecially of that which hath been 
ſo happily eſtabliſhed among us ever ſince the re- 
formation; they ſeem to have been juſtly ſuſpected 
of no very good inclinations to either. 
It is poſſible, that a man may ſpeculatively prefer 
che conſtitution of another country, or an Utopia 
of his own, before that of the nation where he is 
born and lives ; yet, from conſidering the dangers 
ot innovation, the corruptions of mankind, and 
the frequent impoſſibility of reducing ideas to prac- 
tice, he may join heartily in preſerving the preſent 
order of things, and be a true friend to the govern- 
ment — ſettled. 80 in religion, a man max 
* 


9. 
a 
2d 
Os 


principles in church and ſtate, 
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perhaps have little or none of it at heart; yet if he 


conceals his opinions, if he endeavours to make no 
proſelytes, advances no impious tenets in writing 
or ditcourſe ; if, according to the common athe- 
iſtical notion, he believes religion to be only a con- 
trivance of politicians for keeping the vulgar in 
awe; and that the preſent model is better adjuſted 


than any other to ſo uſctul an end; although the 


condition of ſuch a man, as to his own future 
ſtate, be very deplorable; yet Providence, which 


often works good out of evil, can make even ſuch 
a man an inſtrument for contributing towards the 


preſervation of the church. ot, 
On the other fide, I take a ſtate to be truly in 
danger, both as to its religion and government, 


when a ſet of ambitious politicians, bred up in a 
| hatred to the conſtitution, and a contempt for all 
_ _ religion, are forced upon exerting theſe qualities 
in order to keep or increaſe their power, by widen» 
ing their bottom, and taking in, like Mahomet, 


ſome principles from every party, that is in any way 
diſcontented at the preſent faith and ſettlement z 
which was manifeſtly our cafe. Upon this occa- 
ſion, I remember to have atked ſome conſiderable 
Whips, whether it did not bring. a diſreputation up- 


on their body, to have the whole herd of Prefby- 


terians, Independents, Atheiſts, Anabaptiſts, 


Deiſts, Quakers, and Socinians, openly and uni- 
verſally liſted under their banners? They anſwer- 


ed, that all this was abſolutely neceſſary in order to 
make a balance againſt the Tories; and all little e- 


nough : for, indeed, it was as much as they could 


poſſibly do, although aſſiſted with the abſolute 
power of diſpoſing every employment: while the 
bulk of the Englith gentry kept firm ta their old 

Bur, notwithſtanding what I have hitherto ſaid, 
Iam informed ſeveral among the Whigs continue 


fall fo refractory, that they will hardly allow the 


E 3 
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heads of their party to have entertained any deſigns 
of ruining the conſtitution; or that they would 
have endeavoured it, if they had continued in 
power, I beg their pardon, if I have diſcovered 


a ſecret; but who could imagine they ever intend> | 


ed it ſhould be one after thoſe overt acta, with | 
which they thought fit to conclude their farce * But 


perhaps they now find it convenient to deny vigo- 


rouſly; that the queſtion may remain, Why was 


| the old miniftry changed ? which they urge en with- 


out ceaſing, as if no occaſion in the leaſt had been 
given; but that all were owing to the inſinuations 
of crafty men, practiſing upon the weakneſs of an 
caſy prince: I ſhall therefore offer among an hun- 
dred one reaſon for this change, which I think 


would juſtify any monarch who ever 9 for 1 


the like proceeding, | 5 
It is notorious enough, how i princes have 
been blamed in the hiſtories of all countries, parti- 
cularly of our own, upon the account of their mi- 
nions, who have been ever juſtly odious to the peo- 
ple for their infolence and avarice, and ingroſſing 
the favours of their maſters, Whoever hath been 

the leaſt converſant in the Engliſh ſtory, cannot 
but have heard of Gaveſton, the Spencers, and 
ſome others, who, by the exceſs and abuſe of their 
power, coſt the princes they ſerved, or rather go- 
verned, their crowns and lives. However, in the 
_ caſe of minions, it muſt at leaſt be acknowledged, 
that the prince is pleaſed and happy, although his 
ſubjects be aggrieved ; and he has the plea of friend- 


hip to excuſe him, which is a diſpoſition of gene- 1 


rous minds. Beſides, a wiſe minion, although he 
be haughty to others, is humble and inſinuating to 
his maſter, and cultivates his favour by obedience 
and reſpect. But our misfortune hath been a great 
deal worſe; we have ſuffered for ſome years under 
the oppreſſion, the avarice, and inſolence of thoſe 
for whom the Queen b had ncither eſteem nor friend- 


ſhip; 
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ſhip; who rather ſcemed to ſnatch their on dues, 
than receive the favour of their ſovereign; and were 
ſo far from returning reſpect, that they forgot com- 

mon good manners. They impoſed on their prince, 
by urging the neceſſity of affairs of their own crea» 
ting: they firſt raiſed difficulties, and then offered 
them as arguments to keep themſelves. in power, 
They united themſelves, againſt nature and princi- 
ple, to a party they had always abhorred, and 
which was now content to come in upon any terms, 
leaving them and their creatures in full poſſeſſion 


| of the court: then they urged the formidable 


ſtrength of that party, and the dangers which mult 


follow by diſobliging it. So that it ſeems almoſt a 


miracle, how a princeſs thus befieged on all ſides 
could aline have courage and prudence enough to 
extricate herſelf, V 3 
And indeed there is a point of hiſtory relating 
to this matter, which well deſerveth to be conſi- 
dered. When her Majeſty came to the crown, the 


took into favour and employment ſeveral perſons, 


who were eſteemed the beſt friends of the old con- 
ſtitution; among whom none were reckoned far- 
ther gone in the high-church principles (as they are 
uſually called) than two or three who had at that 
time moſt credit; and ever ſince, until within theſe 
few months, poſſeſſed all power at court. So that 
the firſt umbrage given to the Whigs, and the pre- 
tences for clamouring againſt France and the pre- 
tender, were derived from them. And I believe 
nothing appeared then more unlikely, than that 


ſuch different opinions ſhould ever incorporatez; | 


that party having upon former occaſions treated 
thoſe very perſons with enmity enough. But ſome 
Lords then about court, and in the Queen's good 

graces, not able to endure thoſe growing impoſi- 
tions upon the prince aad people, preſumed to in- 
terpoſe; and were conſequently ſoon removed and 
_ diſgraced. However, when a moſt exorbitant grant 


was propoſed, antecedent to any viſible merit, it 
miſcarried in parliament for want of being ſecond- 
ed by thoſe who had moſt credit in the houſe ; and 
who, having always oppoſed the like exceſſes in a 
former reign, thought it their duty to do fo ſtill, 
to ſhew the world, that the diflike was not againſt 
perſons but things. But this was to croſs the oli- 
garchy in the tendereſt point; a point which out- 
weighed all conſiderations of duty and gratitude to 
their prince, or regard to the conſtitution: and 
therefore, after having in ſeveral private meetings 
concerted meaſures with their old enemies, and 
granted as well as received conditions; they began 
to change their ſtyle and their countenance, and 
to put it as a maxim in the mouths of their emiſſa- 


ries, that England muſt be ſaved by Whigs. This un- 3 


natural league was afterwards cultivated by another 
incident, I mean the ac of ſecurity, and the conſe- 
quences of it, which every body knows ; when (to 
uſe the words of my correſpondent *) the ſovereign 
authority was parcelled aut among the faction, and 
made the purchaſe of indemnity for an offending mini · 
ſter. Thus the union of the two kingdoms impro- 
ved that between the miniſtry and the punto, which 


was afterwards cemented by their mutual danger 1 


in that ſtorm they ſo narrowly eſcaped about three 
ow ago, but however was not quite perfected till 
Prince George's death ; and then they went lov- 
ingly on together, both ſatisfied with their ſeveral 
ſhares, and at full liberty to gratify their predomi- 
nant inclinations ;” the firſt, their avarice and am- 


bition; the other, their models of innovation in 


church and ſtate. 33 
Therefore, whoever thinks fit to revive that 
baffled queſtion, Why was the late miniſtry changed? 
may receive the following anſwer : That it was be- 
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come neceſſary by the inſolence and avarice of ſome 
about the Queen, who, in order to perpetuate theix 
tyranny, had made a monſtrous alliance with thoſe 
who profeſs principles deſtructive to our religion 
and government, If this will not ſuffice; let him 
make an abſtract of all the abuſes I have mention- 
ed in my former papers, and view them together ; 


after which, if he ſtill remain unſatisfied, let him 


ſuſpend his opinion a few weeks longer. Altho', 
after all, I think the queſtion as trifling as that of 


| the Papiſts, when they aſk us, Where was our reli- 


gion before Luther? And indeed the miniſtry was 
changed for the ſame reaſons that religion was re- 


formed; becauſe a thouſand corruptions had crept 


into the diſcipline and doctrine of the fate by the 


pride, the avarice, the fraud, and the ambition of 
 _ thoſe 0% adminiſtered to us in ſecular affairs. 


I heard myſelf cenſured the other day in a coffee- 


5 | houſe for ſeeming to glance in the letter to Craſſus 


againſt a great man, who is ſtill in employment, 
and likely to continue fo, What if I had really in- 
tended that ſuch an application ſhould be given it? 
I cannot perceive how I could be juſtly blamed for 


1 gentle a reproof. If I ſaw a handſome young 
fellow going to a ball at court with a great /mut 


upon his face, could he take it ill in me to point 
out the place, and defire him, with abundance of 


good words, to pull out his handkerchief and wipe | 
it off; or bring him to a glaſs, where he might 


plainly ſee it with his own eyes? Doth any man 


 _ think I ſhall ſuffer my pen to inveigh againſt vices, 
only becauſe they are charged upon perſons who 


are no longer in power? Every body knows, that 


certain vices are more or leſs pernicious according 
to the ſtations of thoſe who poſſeſs them. For ex- 
_ ample, lewdneſs and intemperance are not of ſo 
bad conſequences in a town-rake as in a divine; 


cowardice in a lawyer is more ſupportable than in 


an officer of the army. If I ſhould find fault with 
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deed would be to! go out of the way for occaſion of 
uarrelling. But exceſſive avarice in a general is, 


I chink, the greateſt defect he can be liable to, next 


to the want of courage and conduct, and may be 


attended with the moſt ruinous conſequences, as it 


was in Craſſus, who to that vice alone owed the 


deſtruction of himſelf and his army. It is the 
ſame thing in e mens excellencies; which 

are more or | 

mend hath occaſion to employ them. A man may 
perhaps mean honeſtly ; yet if he be not able to 


is valuable, as the perſon you com- 


II, he ſhall never have my vote to be a ſecretary, 


Another may have wit and learning in a poſt where 
_ honeſty, with plain common ſenate, are of much 
more uſe, You may praiſe a ſoldier for his ſkill 
at cheſs, becauſe ir. is faid to be a military game, | 
and the emblem of drawing up an army; but this 
to a treaſurer would be no more a compliment, 
chan if you called him a gameſter, or a jockey. 


Pi. S. I have received a letter relatmg to Mr. N 
Greenſhields; the perſon that fent it may 


know, that I will fay ſomething to it in the 
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an admiral, becauſe he wanted politeneſs ; or an al- 
derman, for not underſtanding Greek; that in- 
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£ tam firma civitat 
eft, que non odits * di bis * paſſu e- 


verti. 


” Jr. we examine what ſacietics at, men are in cloſeſt 


union among themſelves, we ſhall find them ei- 
ther to be thoſe who are engaged in ſome evil de- 


| ſing, or who labour under one common misfortune. 

Thus the troops of banditti in ſeveral countries a- 

broad, the knots of /ighwaymen in our own na- 
tion, the ſeveral tribes of ſbarpers, thieves, and 


pickpockets, with many others, are ſo firmly knit 


: together, that nothing is more difficult than to 
| break or diflolve their ſeveral gangs : 1o likewiſe 


thoſe who are fellow-ſufferers under any misfor- 
tune, whether it be in reality or opinion, are uſu- 
ally contracted into a very ſtrict union; as we may 


_ obſerve in the Papiſts throughout this kingdom un- 
der thoſe real Acheuldes which are juſtly put on 
them; and in the ſeveral ſchiſms of Pre ter ians, 


and other ſects, under that grievous perſecution of 
the modern kind, called, want of power, And 


the reaſon why ſuch confederacies are _ fo ſa- 


cred and inviolable, is very plain; becauſe in each 
of thoſe caſes I have mentioned, the whole body is 
moved by one ſpirit in purſuit of one general end, 


and the intereſt of individuals is not crofled by each 15 


other, or by the whole. 

Now, both theſe motives are joined to unite the 
High- flying Whizs at preſent : they have been always 
engaged in an evil len, and and of late they are * 


. So that whatever deſign a miſchievous 
crew of dark confederates may poſfibly entertain, 


who will ſtop at no means to compaſs them, may 


be juſtly apprehended from theſe. 


or rivetted by that terrible calamity, the loſs of 


hs the aher fide, thoſe who with wel wo ae | 


public, and would gladly contribute to its ſervice, 
are apt to differ in their opinions about the methods 


of promoting it; and when their party flouriſhes, 
are ſometimes envious at thoſe in power ; ready to 
overvalue their own merit, and be impatient until 


It be rewarded by the meaſure they have preſcribed 


for themſelves. 'There is a farther topic of con- 
_ tention, which a ruling party is apt to fall into in 
relation to retreſpections, and inquiry into paſt mif- 


carriages ; wherein eme are thought too warm and 
zealous, ethers too cool and remiſs; while in the 
mean time theſe diviſions are induſtriouſly foment- . 


ed by the diſcarded faction; which, although it be 
an old practice, hath been much improved in the 
ſchools of the Fefuits, who, when they deſpaired 
of perverting this nation to Popery by arguments 
or plots againſt the ſtate, ſent their emiffaries to 
ſubdivide us into ſchiſms. And this expedient is 


now with great propriety taken up by our men of 


incenſed moderation; becauſe they ſuppoſe them- 


| ſelves able to attack the ſtrongeſt of our ſubdiviſi- 


ons, and to ſubdue us one after another, Nothing 
better reſembles this proceeding, than that famous 
combat between the Horatii and Curiatii; where 
two of the former being killed, the third, who re- 


mained entire and untouched, was able to kill kis 


three wounded adverſaries, after he had divided 


them by a ſtratagem. Iwell know with how tender 
a hand all this ſhould be touched; yet at the fame | 


time I think it my duty to warn the friends, as well 
as expoſe the enemies of the public weal; and to 
begin preaching up wn upon the firſt ſuſpicion, 
that any ſteps are made to difturb it. 


— 


ther. 


But the two chicf abheda-of REY _ 

upon moſt great changes in. the management of 
public affairs are apt to breed differences amo 15 
thoſe who are in poſſeſſion, are what I have ju 

now mentioned; a deſire of puniſhing che corrup- 
tion of former managers; and the merit 
among thoſe who have deen any way inſtrumental 


or conſenting to the change. The firſt of theſe is 


2 point ſo nice, that I ſhall purpoſely wave it: but 
the latter I take to fall properly within my diſtrict. 


By merit I here underſtand that value which every 


man puts upon his own deſervings from the public. 


And I believe, there could not be a more difficult 


employment found out, than that of paymaſter- 


general to this ſort of merit; or a more noiſy, 
crouded place, than a court of gudirature erected 
to ſettle and adjuſt every man's claim that ar- 


ücle. I imagine, if this had fallen into the fancy 
bol the ancient poets, they would have dreſſed it up 


after their manner into an agreeable fiction; and 


given us a genealogy and deſcription of merit, per- 


ave not Fo — from that which follows. 


4 bail genealogy and 222 of MERIT. 


4 That True Merit was the ſon of Virtue and 
* Honour ; but that there was likewiſe a ſpurious 
„child, who uſurped the name, and whoſe 4 
rents were Vanity and Impudence. That at 

diſtance there was a great reſemblance — 
* them, and they were often miſtaken for each o- 
That the 5 Harde had a loud forill 

* voice, which was perpetually employed in crav- 
* mgs and complaints; while the other never ſpoks 


_ 4 louder than a whiſrer, and was often ſo baſhful, 


* that he could not ſpeak at all. That in all great 


* aſſemblies the Falſe Merit would ſtep before the 


True, and ſtand juſt in his way; was conſtantly 
Lor. III. F * 


7 
N 
| 
i 
o 4 
L 
4 
. 
1 
N 15 
” 
t 4 
in” 
) 5 ; 
n 
15 
* 1 N 
9.4 i 
19 4 
i 1 
1 
: 
'F' ' 
1 } 1 
1 118 
1 | 
0 | 
* 
Ss 
'3 
} \ 
t ky 
4 ' 7 
2222 8 
1 N 
[ = i 
} is 
CES | 
: 1 
1 
+ f 
= 
nit. N 
7 iS 
' 5 7 
I 1 
* 
9 
} | 
[3 Þ 
= 
t * 
= N 
1 
if 
1 1 


r 9 
ä —ͤ—- 
** 


— 2 N — — 2 Wr 
— — . —— 7˖K Tv : 
> b 7" 5 = 6 l 


* os peep or 


* empty orators, 
for their patron, and 
= v. 


% ſome miniſter's ear. ——— | 
* him, the more hungry and importunate he grew. 
That he often paſſed for the true ſon of Virtue 


c and Honour, and the genuine for an impoſtor. ' 


<< That he was born diftorted and a dwarf, _ 
force of art appeared of a handſome thape, and 
« taller than the uſual ſine; and that none but 
„ thofe who were wife and good as well as vigh 


A 2 could difcover his littleneſs or deformity. 


«© That the True Merit had been often forced to 


<« the indignity of applying to the Falſe for his 

"RIS thoſe in power, and to 4 
« from ſtarving. That Falſe Merit filled the an» | 
e rechambers with a crew of his 
C creatures; ſuch as prejectors, ſchematiſts, occa» 
„ ſfonal converts to @ party, froſiitute-flatterers, | 
% flarveling writers, buffoons, ſhallow politicians, \ 
who all owned him 


ts and 


and the like ; 2 
3 if they 


This metaphorical deſcription of falſe merit is, 1 


doubt, calculated for moſt countries in Chriſten- 
dom. As to our own, I believe it may be ſaid - 
with a ſufficient reſerve of charity, that we are 

fully able to reward every man among us according 


to his real deſervings : and, I think, I may 


without ſuſpicion of flattery, that never any prince 

| had a miniſtry with a better judgement to diſtin | 
guiſh between falſe and real merit, than that which 
is now at the helm ; or whoſe inclination, as well 

as intereſt, was greater to encourage the latter. 
And it ought to be obſerved, that thoſe great and | 

excellent perſons we ſee at the head of affairs, are 


of the Queen's own, perſonal, voluntary choice ; not 
forced upon her by any inſolent, overgrown, favour 


rite, or by the pretended — of ä with 


an unruly — 
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the ſtations they are placed in by the ſovereign. 
2 Andif my diſtinction be right, I think I mightap» 
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8ST 


| ce hrewened ty hang the ber ie pin 
their hip. But it was Caſe whe did thy andre 
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Ne 30. THE EXAMINER. 63 
Tet theſe are the perſons whom thoſe ſcandak to 


the preſs, in their daily pamphlets and 


_—_ 
penly revile at ſo ignominious a rate, as 


was never tolerated before under any government. 
For ſurely no lawful power derived from a 

mould be ſo far affronted, as to leave thoſe who 
are in authority expoſed to every ſcurrilous libeller: 
becauſe in this point I make a mighty difference 


between thoſe who are in, and thoſe who are anf of 


power; not upon any regard to their perſons, but 


to any man, whether it a ſtranger were a 


poſſeſſion 17 power — — and che Tories 
ely - But all this now ceaſes to be 


vonder, fince the Queen herſelf is no longer ſpar» 
ed; witneſs the libel publiſhed fome days ago, un : 


der the title of A letter to Sir Jacob Banks, where 


work the — for _— 


public robbers ; and ut became the 
pirit, for he lved 9 


1 A. Hues laft en to Mr. Greene 


ſhields, an Epiſcopal clergyman of Scotland, and 
the writer ſcems Oe 2 Senn of 


= 2 48 
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Britain Iremember | 
ed account of Mr. Greenſhields's caſe, who has 


formerly to have read a print« | 


been — and ſilenced for no other reaſon. | 


beſides reading divine ſervice after the manner of 
the church to his own congregation, 
who deſired it; though, as the gentleman. wha, | 
writes to-me ſays, there is no law in Scotland a- 
gainſt thoſe meetings; and he adds, that the ſen- 
tence pronounced againſt Mr. Greenfhiclds. will 
fon be affirmed, if ſome care be not taken to prevent 


it. I am altogether uninformed in the particular 


of this caſe, and beſides, to treat — would 
not come within the compaſs of ur pa ; theres 
fore I could wiſh the gentleman w 
i in a diſcourſe by itſelf; and 1 ſhould — he 
Vvould inform the public in one fact; whether B. 
| Piſ-opal afſemblies are freely. allowed in Scotland? 
is notorious, that abundance of theiz clergy fled 
from thence ſome years ago into England — Ire- 
rand, as from a perſecution ; but it was alledged by | 
their enemies, chat chey refuſed io take the oaths 
to the government, which however none of them 
ſerupled when they came among us. It is ſome- 
what extraordinary to ſee our Whigs 
keep fuck a ſtir about the /acred af? of toleration, 
—— a connivance in 
ſo near a neighbourhood; eſpecially if what the 
_ gentleman inſiſts on in his letter be true, that nins 
parts in ten of the nobility and , and twoin 
three of the commons, are Epr:ſcopal ; of which one 
| argument he offereth is the preſent choice of their 
ntatives in — though oppoſed to 
the utmoſt by the preaching, threatenings,. and ana- 
themas of the #irk, Such uſage to a majority may, 
as he thinks, be of dangerous conſequence; and I 
entirely agree with him. If theſe — the principles 
of the high-kirk, God preſerve at leaſt the ſouthern 
yous — — | n 
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: of Ariſtophanes, with an account of the original 
of love: That mankind was at firſt created wih 
four arms and legs, and all other parts double to 


for his fans, cleft him in two with a thunderbolt; 
45 fince which time we are always looking aut fr r 
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2 out "of Plato, wok — hints how do 
apply it That author puts a fable into the mouth 


what they are now; till Jupiter, as a puniſhment 


other half: and this is the cauſe of love. But Ju- 


leave them to hop about in the 
e relievs. The effect of this laſt — my | 
correſpondent i imagines, is now come to paſs; and 
that as the firit ſplitting was the original of love, by 
inclining us to ſearch tor our other half; ſo the fe: 


_ cond was the cauſe of hatred by prompting us to 
fly from our other fide, and dividing the ſame. body. 
into two, gave each flice the name of a part. 


| approve the fable and application, with this re+ 


ſinement upon it: for parties do not only ſplit a na - 
|| tion; but every individual among them, Jeaving. 
each but half their ſtrength, and wir, and honeſty, 


and good nature; but one eye and ear for their 
fight and hearing, and equally lopping the reſt of 
the ſenſes. Where parties are pretty: equal in a 


i . no man can 9— 1d quality 1 in his 
3 


on, 


* ne in his adverſaries. Beſides, par- 
ty being a dry, diſagrecable ſubject, it renders con · 


by * inſipid, or and confines invention. 
I ſpeak not here of the leaders, but the inſignificant 

croud of followers in a party, who have been the 

inſtruments of it in every condition and 


bound the law about their forcheads, and 
wriſts, and hems of their + fo the women 
ol, the diſtin cuiſhing marks of- 

their —1 and their furbe- 
ws. big ladies put on their patches in a 
194 2 


They havemade | 
Ahn in the uſe, and each have their parti- 
cular fides at the opera: and when a man changeth. 


metaphorical ge - 


till I know how it is ap ; 
is as follows. 


** ving brought forth ſeveral fair children, as 
es Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many o- 


* thers, was at laſt delivered of her youngeſt 
„daughter, called Faction, whom Juno, doing 
d office of the midwife, diſtorted in its birth 

* out 


mixing 
circumſtance of life. As the zealots among the 


Nis porty, he muſt — = M the loſs. 
of * 


upon. a 
. — would be proper to 
222 Party, or rather of Fadtion (to a- 
1 Weid miſtake), not telling the reader whether it be 
w own, ora 
5 — ————— 


* — 8 edt 


J 
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* Out of her fight. As Mits — 
became ſo 
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« « out of £37710 th modde from whence it derk 
« ved its 


r — How- 
% ever, as it is: 


— 
„ See e 
children, in happened wth Lidrry, w who dot- 

« ed on this daughtcr to fuch a degree, thas 
« good-will ſhe would never fuffer the 


and froward, 
longer in heaven, 


— 


F 


11 


o 


Y 


oF 


bart 


_ « contradict her, thou in the moſt L. nificant 


uf wie, e y ſome 
ac ignominious appellation, i 
by: neither — wit, beauty, learning, honeſty. 


3 e 


an 1 the. moſt TR times; mixed at 
Alls, aſſemblies,” and other parties of pleafure, 
haunted every coffeehouſe and borkſellers ſbop, and 


tbance and confofion : ſhe buzzed about the 


ITT) 1 2 


- and the Mipkeeper behind his counter. A- 
« bove all, ſhe frequented public affemblies, where 


'F *" The far in the ſhape of an obſcene, ominous * 


hu ready to prompt her friends as they ſpoke.” 7s 


1 1 Wa en this fable of Faktion es 
cight to be applicd to thoſe who ſet themſelves up 


againſt the true mtereſt and conſtitution of their ti 
country; which I with the undertakers for the late 
"would pleaſe to take notice of, or tell us 


mini 
by what figure of ſpeech th pretend to call ſo 
— and 5 1 — 9-="2 with the Queen at 
their Read, by the name of the faction; which is not 
unlike the phraſe of the Nonjurors, who dignifying 
one or two deprived biſhops and half a ſcore 3 

T5 of che fame ſtamp with the title of the 
Church of Englard, exclude all the reſt as ſchiſma- 


ries; or like * Preſtyterians laying the fame accu- 


futon, with equal Juſtice, agamſt the eſtabliſhed 


And here it may be worth inquiring, what are 


the true characteriſtics of a faction; or how it is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from that great body of the peo- 


ple, who are friends to the conſtitution ? the heads 


of a faction are uſually a ſet of upſtarts, or men 


ruined in their fortunes, whom ſome great change ” 


in a government did at firſt out of their obſcurity 


produce upon the ſtage. They affociate themſelves 
wich thoſe who diſlike the old eftabliſhment, reli- 


gious and civil. They are full of new ſchemes in 
politics and'divinity ; they have an incurable hatred 
_ againſt the old 70 * ſtrengthen their party 

by — raiſed from the love of the Pacher 
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her perpetual talking filled allplaces with "= 
„Ecler! in che n divine in his pul-. 
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_ mals 


it muſt appear by ſome ac 


or ſtate? Have they brogehed any doctrine of here - 


ed their ſovereign with inſolence, ingroſſe 
all her favours, or deceived her 2 baſe, 


power; but they are ſure to be 
rupt adminiſtration wants to be 


—— is. 


the conſtitution, to alter and the conſtitution 


do their own pernicious principles. 


It is eaſy determining by this teſt,” to 


eſent time, to try whether they can tal i 


fy, rebellion, or ryranny ? Have any of them treat- 


ſervants Z 
Theſe are the arts of a faction; and whoever hath 


repreſentations of her moſt 


practiſed them, they. and. their followers muſt take 
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a 
& 2 poſtem * WA i. 


1 AM diverted from the genere Wige "= 
I diſcourſes, to reflect upon an event of a 1 


extraordinary ty nature, A great mi- 
] niſter, in high confidence with the Queen, under 
| whoſe management the weight of affairs at preſent 
uv; in a great meaſure ſuppoſed to lie, fitting in 
council, in a ro with a dozen of the | 
chief officers of the ſtate, is ſtabbed at he ban 
| board, in the execution of his office, by the | 
| of a French Papi, then under examination for 
high treaſon; the affaſfin redoubles his blow to 
make ſure work; and concluding the Chancellor 
n + goes on with the fame rage to 
murder cipal Secretary of State f : And that 
whole — 1 f-mbly are forced to riſe and draw 


cham 


———— I: — bd... If cc a_.D4 . 


The Abbot de Bourlie, who having quitted his native * 
ſolieited to be emoloyed againk it in ſeveral courts of Europe, ond 
| aſſum d the title of Marquis de Guiſcard He at lergth obtained 
| © commiffiva from Q. Anne, and embarked in an expedition ar 
dur ſt France, which miſcarried and bis expectstichs being diſap- 

| — by the new miniſtry, he.endeavoured to make his peace & J 
3 acting here as a ſpy, and commenced a treaſonable corre 
| pode; his letters were intercepted, and produced to bim by x 
r 8 at his examination. 1 


. + Mr. Har then Chancellor of the Exchequer, afterwards 
b | ao. 


1 Mr, Henry S:, Jobo, afterwarts Lord Bolingbroke, | 


oh 


their ſwords 


7 


4 


in their own defence, as if a wild 
beaft had been let looſe among them. 


tion not to be parallelled by any of the like kind we 
meet with in hiſtory. Czxfar's murder being per- 
formed in the ſenare comes neareſt to the caſe ; but 


that was an affair concerted by great numbers of | 
the chief ſenators, who were likewiſe the actors in 
it; and not the work of a vile fingle ruffian. 


Harry the Third of France was ſtabbed by an en- 
thuſiaſtic friar, whom he ſuffered to approach his 


1 while thoſe who attended him ſtood at 

_ tome diſtance. His ſucceſſor met the ſame fate in a 
coach, where neither he nor his nobles in ſuch 
 aconfinement were able to defend themſelves, In 
our own, country we have, I think, but one in- 
ſtance of this ſort, which has made any noiſe; I 
mean that of Felton about fourſcore years ago; 
but he took the opportunity to ſtab the Duke of | 

Buckingham in paſling through a dark lobby from 


one room to another. The blow was neither ſeen 


nor heard, and the murderer might have eſcaped, it | 
his own concern and horror, as it is uſual in * 
caſes, had not betrayed him. Beſides, the act of 


Felton will admitof ſome extenuation from the mo- 


| tive he is faid to have had: But this attempt of 
Guiſcard ſeems to have outdone them all in every 
| — circumſtance, except the difference f 
2 ons between a king and a great miniſter; for 
I give no allowance at all to the difference of ſuc- 
cels (which, however, is yet uncertain and de- 


pending) nor think it the leaſt alleviation to the 
crime, whatever it may be to the punithment, 


Il am ſenſible, it is ill arguing from particulars to 
generals, and that we ought not to charge upon 4 


nation the crimes of a few deſperate villains it is 


| fo unfortunate to produce; yet at the ſame time, 


it muſt be avowed, that the French have for theſe 


laſt centuries been ſomewhat too liberal of their 
2 EE daggers , 
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2 geſtures; who 
_ Tuperficial; who are uſually ſo ſerious upon 


daggers the perſons of their po v0 

ſuch as En de Coligny, kes 
Guiſe father and ſon, and the two 
mentioned. I have ſometimes wonder 
ple, whoſe genius ſeems wholly turned to Ting. 
— and r and pratting, to vanity and im- 
pertinence; who lay fo much weight upon modes 
eſſentialities are generally ſo 


and ſo triffling upon what is ſerious, have 
been capable of committing ſuch ſolid villanics, 


more ſuitable to the gravity of a Spaniard, or the 
| flence and thoughtfulneſs of an Italian; unleſs 


it be, that in a nation naturally fo full of them- 


ſeves, and of fo reſtleſs imaginations, when any of 


them happen to be of a moroſe and gloomy y con- 
ſtitution, that huddle of confuſed t 


him for that de -— ie act of murdering his King. 


But in the arquis de Guiſcard there ſeems to 


have been a complication of ingredients for ſuch 


an attempt, He had committed ſeveral enormities 
in France, was extremely prodigal and vitious, of 
a dark melancholy complexion and cloudy coun- 


1 Lenance, ſuch as in vulgar phyſiognomy is called 


an ill Jozk, For the reſt, his talents were 
mean, having a ſort of inferior cunning, but ver. 


ſmall abilities ; ſo that a great man of the late mi- | 
niſty, by whom he was invited over, and with 


much diſcretion raiſed at firſt ſtep, from. a profli- 


fligate Popi/b prieft to a lieutenant-general, and co- 


lonel of a regiment of horſe, was at laſt forced to 


drop him for ſhame. 


| » The monk who aided Henry 10, of Finch. 3 1 1 
Vol“. III. * ; Had 


oughts for 
want of evaporating uſually terminates in rage or 

_ deſpair, D' Avila obſerves, that Jacques Clement * 
was a ſort of buffoon, whom the reſt of the friars 
uſed to make ſport with; but at laſt giving his folly a | 
2 turn, it — in enthuſiaſm, and qualified 


PpPrincipl-; the clergy would have been accuſed, as 


Had ſuch an accident happened under that mi- 
niſtry, and o ſuch a canſiderable member of it, 
they would have immediately charged it upon the 
whole bo | 
fallin. This would have been ſtyled a high-church 


* 
8 Z 


promoters and abettors of the fact; committees 
would have been ſent to promiſe the criminal his 
life, provided they might have liberty to direct and 


dictate his confeſſion; and a black hi would have 


been printed of all thoſe who had been ever ſeen in 


the murderer's company. But the 1 in | 


power hate and deſpiſe all ſuch deteſtable arts, 
. which they might now turn upon their adverſaries 
with much more plauſibility, than ever theſe did 


both agreeing in the great end of taking away Mr. 


Harley's life, though differing in their methods; 


the bed proceeding by debe len the order by 


- 


with Monſficur Chamillard, one of the Frenh King's mipiſters ; to 


whom be- tranſmitted the proceedings of both heuſes of parliament, 


with ta the . augmentation of the Britiſh forces, and other 


papers at importance. Greg, when he was indifted. of this 
t Lad which gave occaſion to Mr. Harley's enemies 
to inſinuate that he — 1 — and had by aſſurances 
_of parden, prevailed upon him to plead guilty, in order to prevent 
the examination of witneſſes. The houſe of Lords 3 f 


treaſon, 


mittee of ſeven, of whom Lord Sunderland was manager, to inquire 


into the affair. The committee preſented an addreſs to the Queen, 


. 822 complaint was made, that all Mr. Harley's papers had 


long expoſed to the meaneſt clerks in his office; and it was 


requeſted, that more caution might be uſed for the future. Upon this 
addreſs, the execution of Greg was deferred a month; during which 


time be was ſolicited, threatened, and promiſed; but ſtill perſiſting 
to take 22 guilt — bimſelf, he was at length — | 


having, in a paper, which he le't behind him, juſtified Mr. Harley 


in particular; .which be would ſcaice have thought neceflary, ifno 


paiticular attempt had been made againſt him. 


, 
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of thoſe they are pleaſed to call the | 


their honourable negotiations with Greg ®. 
.. And here it may be worth obſerving, how un- 
animous a concurrence there is between ſome per- 
{ons once in great power and a French Papi; 


clerk to Mr, Secretary Harley, was detected in a correſpondence 
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in tlils furprifing fact, for the ſake of tele 
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from fuch Pte, and from n 
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z diſtance, or who may not be thoroughly inform- 


GL 


e much he was miſtaken, appears by Lord Bolingbroke%s © 
leuer to Sir William Wyndham. 1 l r 8 oke' 


3 And 


76 


left, whom his blood ſpilt in the public ſervice can - 
not reconcile, I hope they will at leaſt admire his 
magnanimity, which is a quality eſteemed even in 
an enemy: and I think there are few greater in- 
ſtances of it to be found in ſtory, After the 
wound was given, he was obſerved neither to 
2 e his countenance, nor diſcover any concern | 
rder in his ſpeech. He roſe up and walked 
——.— the as while he was able, with the 


1 9 during che height of the 2 


con came, he took him aſide, and 
| When the fu d inform him freely whether. the 
wound were mortal, becauſe in that 1 he ſaid, 
he had ſame affairs to ſettle relating to his family, | 

The blade of the penknife, broken by the violence 
2 of the. blow againſt a rib, within a quarter of an 
inch of che handle, was dropt out (I know not 


here, if Mr. Harley hath am any enemies = 


Whether from the wound or his cloaths) as the ſur- 1 ky 


geon was going to dreſs him: he ordered it to be 
taken up, and wiping it himſelf, gave it ſame body 
to keep, ſaying, he thought it now properly belonged 
2 him. He ewed no ſort of reſentment, aa 
| Tpoke one violent word againſt Guiſcard, but a 
; wears all the while the leaſt concerned of any in 
the company. A ſtate of mind, which in ſuch an 
28 nothing but innocence can give, and is 
17 worthy of a Chriſtian philoſopher. 
| there be really ſo great a difference in 
|. 1 between the high-fAying Whigs and the friends Ber 
rance, I cannot but repcat the queſtion, how came 
they to join in the deſtruction of the ſame man ? 
Can his death be poſſibly for the intereſt of both ? 
or have they "x the — quarrel againſt him, 
that he is perpetually diſcovering and preventing 
_ the treacherous deſigns of our enemies? However 
it be, rhis great miniſter may now ſay with St. Paul, 
that he hath been „ in perils by his own er 


had nen, and i in — by 3 15 


«a. 


but ulate with our 
a 2 as the Marquis de Guiſcard % 
none of her production; a wretch perhaps more 
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In the midſt of ſo melancholy a ſubject, I canno* 
own country; that ſuch 


deteſtable in his own nature, than even this barba- 
rous act has been yet able to repreſent him to the 
world. For there are good "reaſons to believe, 
from ſeveral circumſtances, that he had intentions 


of a deeper dye than thoſe he happened to exe: 
cute; I mean ſuch as every good ſubject muſt 
_ tremble to think on. Ho bai of late been fre- 

_ quently ſeen going up the back-ſtairs at court, and 


walking alone in an outer room adjoining to her 


_ Majeſty's bedchamber. He hath often, and ear- 
neſtly preſſed, for ſome time, to have acceſs to the 


Queen, even ſince his correſpondence with France. 


And he has now given %uch a proof of his diſpoſi- 


nion, as leaves it eaſy to gueſs what was before in 


his thoughts, and- what he was capable of attempt- I 


1 
1 interpoſe on ſo ex 

| and direct a puniſhment * 
6 


an 2 as Ls ; 


Et quicunque tuum violavit hoe corpus, 
Morte 4 a ; 


® Ah att was PREP paſſed to walks! an attempt on the n . 
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| weir adverſaries but what they were {are to make 
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De libertate retinenda, qua certe nihil g dulcins, tibi 
Aſſentior. e e 


"PHE apologize of the ancient fathers are reckoned 
Y to have been the moſt uſeful parts of theirwri- 
_ tings, and to havedone greateſt ſervice tothe Chriſti- 
an religion; becauſe. they removed thoſe miſrepre- 
ſentations which had done it moſt injury. The me- 
thods theſe writers took, were openly and freely to 
diſcover every point of their faith, to detect the falſe- 
hood of their accuſers, and to charge nothing upon 


good. This example hath been ill followed of later 
times; the papiſts fince the reformation uſing all arts 
to palliate the abſurdities of their tenets, and load- 
ing the reformers with a thoufand calumnies ; the 
conſequence of which hath been only more vas | 
rious, wide, and inveterate ſeparation. It is the | 
ſame thing in civil ſchiſms; a Whig forms an image | 
of a Tory juſt after the thing he moſt abhors, and 
that image ſerveth to repreſent the whole body. 

I am not ſenſible of any material difference there 
is between thoſe who call themſelves the old Whigs, 
and a great majority of the prefent Tories, at lea! 
by all I could ever find fram examining ſeveral per- 

ſons of each denomination. But it muſt be con- 
fefled, that the preſent body of Whigs, as they now 
conſtitute that party, is a very odd mixture of man- 
Kind, being forced to enlarge their bottom by tak- 
ing in every heterodox profeſſor either in religion 
or government, whoſe opinions they were obliged 

to cacourage for fear of 


„ e os ww 


0 


klcnriog their number; 
Os while 
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| pretended a due regard to the monarchy and the 


tice. In order therefore to undeceive thoſe who 
| have been miſled by falſe repreſentations, I thought _ 
it would be no improper undertaking to ſet this 
matter in a fair 
been done. A #hig aſks, whether you hold paſſrues 
_ obedience © You affiemin: he then immediately cries = 
out, vou are a Facebite, friend of France and 
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while the bulk of the landed men and people wers 
entirely of the old ſentiments. However, they ill 


church, even at the time when they were making 


| the largeſt ſteps towards the ruin of both: but not 
being able to wipe off the many accuſations laid ta 
their charge, they endeavoured, by throwing of 


ſcandal, to make the Tories appear blacker than 
themſelves ; that ſo the le might join wich 
them, as the ſmaller evil of the Woo. * 
But among all che reproaches which the Whigs | 
have flung upon their adverſaries, there is none 
hath done them more fervice than that of paſive 


obedience, as they repreſent it, with the conſequen= — 
ces of —— ance, arbitrary power, indefeafible 
right, tyranny, Papery, and what not. There is nh 


accuſation which hath paſſed with more plauſibili 
than this, nor any that is ſupported with leſs 


2 


light, which l think hath not yet 


the 


r | becauſe he makes you anſwerable 


for the definition he hath formed of rhat' term, 


however different it be from what you — 
I will therefore give two deſcriptions of p4 


obedience ; the firſt as it is falſe — 2 


Whigs, the other as it is really Pro by che Tories, 


„ eee Tee comverſed 
w | 


Paſſive obedience, a5 charged * he WHIGS. G 


THE doctrine of palſive — 8 to - 
lieve, that a king, even in a limited monar- 


cy, Ng his power only from we? is only 
wer- 


anſwerable to him: that ſuch -a king is above all 
law ; chat the cruelleſt tyrant muſt be ſubmitted to- 
in all things; and if his commands be ever ſo un- 
lawful, you muſt neither fly nor reſiſt, nor uſe any 
other weapons than prayers and tears. Although he 
ſhould force your wife or daughter, murder your 
children before your face, or cut off five hundred 
heads in a morning for his diverſion ; you are ſtil 

to wiſh him a long, proſperous reign, and be pa- 
tient under all his cruelties with the fame reſigna- 
tion as under a plague or a famine; becauſe to re- 

fiſt him would be to reſiſt God in the perſon of his 
vicegerent. If a king of England ſhould go thro' | 
te ſtreets of London, in order to murder every 
man he met, paſſive cbedience commands them to 
_ _ ſubmit. All laws made to limit him fignify no- 
5 Ging, alth paſſed by his own conſent, if he | 
thinks fit to break them. God will indeed call 


bim to a ſevere account; but che whole people 7 


united to a man cannot preſume to hold his hands, 
or offer him the leaſt active diſobedience ; the peo- 
ple were certainly created for him, and not he for 
the people. His next heir, although worſe than 


what I have deſcribed, although a fool or a mad» |} 


man, hath a divine indefeaſible right to ſucced him, 
which no law can diſannul; nay, although he ſhould 
_ Fill his father upon the throne, he is immediate - 
ly King to all intents and purpoſes ; the poſſeſſion 
of the crown wiping off all ftains, But whoſoe- 
ver fits on the throne without this title, though | 


ever ſo peaceably, and by conſent of former kings | 


and parkaments, is an v/urper, while there is any 


where in the world another perſon, who hath a | 


nearer hereditary right; and the whole kingdom 
lies under mortal fin, till that heir be reſtored, 


becauſe he hath a divine title, which no human | 


E 


and pamphlets, 
e _ which the Whigs 


[14 ſcribing it as really taught and praiſed by dhe To- 
mies; and then it will 2 
re 


* cbedience, as profeſſed and pan „ th 


| thinks fit; 
| and — — That among us, as e 

knows, this power is lodged in the 3 
1 together with aig urn oben >. 
dom; and therefore all decrees: whatſoever made 
: by that power, are to be actively or paſlivety-obeyed, 
That the adminiſtration, or executive part of this 
pPover is in England ſolely intruſted with the prince, 

who in adminiftering thoſe laws on 

more reſiſted than the legiſlative power itſelf, But 
_ they do not conceive the ſame abſolute P. obes 
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a rering 


is, when Qrips of ſuch miſi oo — de- 


TORIES. 
nene 


1 monarchy or republic, there is placed a \ſupreme, 
| abſolute, unlimited power, to which paſſive abeds- 
_ ence is due, That whoever is intruſted the 
of making laws; that power is without alt boundsz 


ean re rc M_—_—_— 


uſtly demand univerſal — 2 


to be no 


ſhare they bad in the revolution; 
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„ by whom be — 
— — although 


—— . But if Be i 


his - 


2 


to ſupport their inſolence, I fee no 
—— nas — oþ 
the the boy of of the people have r 


MI 


0. es; uign.arc ons fares 
yet withont any violation to the 
power of the prince. But altho' 


ne odio Gael 


perſon or awful pomer 


reaſon for entering into ſo nents aft > la et 4 
_ rabſing controverſies upon it, as if we were in daily 
| ons of tyranny under the reign of ſo ex- 
cellent a princeſs, and while we have ſo many laws 
of late years made to limit the prerogativ 
according to thoſe who know our conſtitution beſt, 
things rather feem to lean to the other extreme, 
which is to-be-avoided. As to the ſuccei . 
fon; the Taries think an herrditary 
beſt in its own nature, and moſt eable to our 
old conſtitution; yet at che ſame time they allow it | 
uo be defeafible by act of parliament; and ſo is 
charta: too, if the legiſlature think fit: which 
is à truth ſo manifeſt, that no man who under - 
een 


...r 
jority among the Tories with reſpect to paſſive ohe- 


_ diences and if the WVhigs inſiſt, from the writings 
Nes talk of warm and 3 _ to 
form 


will de ſo; after which it — 1 — 


e; when, 


right to be the 


| 


N | 
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orm a judgment of. che whole body, 
the firſt account I have here given; Iwill engage to 


| paſſive obedience-even to the legiſlature; who 
32 


ſſmew che reſonablenei 


dem 10 prove 
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to 


produce as many. of their fide, who are | utterly a- 


power to be in the peo- 
ple againſt thoſe whom they have choſen and truſt- 


ed as their repreſentatives, with the prince.at thic 


head; and who will 


wild improbable caſes to 
and neceſſity of —— ing the 


legiſlative power in ſuch i 


; which however nothing can be more — 2 1 
dare undertake in any ſyſtem of government, ei- 
| ther ſpeculative or 

_ the world, from Plato's republic to Harrington's 
P r de an- 


13 All the other calumnies raiſed by the 1h; ; may 
be as eaſily wiped off; and I have charity to 5 


that was ever yet in 


they could as fully anſwer the juſt accuſations we 
have againit them. Dodwell, Hicks, and Leſlie 
are gravely quoted to prove, that the Tories deſign 
to bring in the pretender ; and if I ſhould quote 
the ſame thing is intended by 
the #higs, -iwould de full as reaſonable ; ſince 


| am ſure they have at leaſt as much to do with Nen- 


jurors as we. But our objections againſt the Mig: 
are built upon their conſtant practice for many 
Jears, whereof I have produced an hundred in- 

ſtances, againſt any ſingle one of which no anſwer 
bath yet been attempted, although I have becn cu- 


| rious enough to look into all the papers I could 


meet with, that are written againſt the Examiner; 
ſuch a taſk as, I hope, no man thinks I would un- 
dergo for any other end but that of finding an op- | 
portunity to own and my miſtakes ; as 1 


vould be ready to-do upon the call of the meant 


adverſary. Upon which occaſion 1 hall abe leave 
to * a few words. 3 


Tat: | 


I flattered myſelf laſt Thurſday, from the nature 
_ of my ſudject, and the inoffenſive manner I han- 
dled it, that I ſhould have one week's reſpite from 

break my heart: but I am deceived, and find them 
more violent than ever. 
ie and a blunder. The firſt lie is a truth, that 
«Guiſcard was invited over; but it is of no conſe- 


whoſe ſeverity will ſome time 


They charge me with two 


quence. I do not tax it as a fault; fuch fort of 


men have often been ſerviceable : I only blamed 

the indifcretion of raifing a profligate [ 

_ firſt ſtep, to a lieutenant-general, and colonel of a 
-regiment of horſe, without ſtaying ſome reaſona- 

ble time, as is uſual in fach — Ft 
ven ſome proofs of his fidelity, as well as of that | 


until he had gi- 


Intereſt and credit he pretended to have in his 
country. 


to know, (and accordingly it lies in a pa 


by itſelf, after my reflections) ; but I never meant | 
to be anſwerable for what Guiſcard ſaid, or thought | 

it of weight enough for me to draw concluſions | 
from thence, when I had the addreſs of both 
_ houſes to direct me better; where it is expreſsly | 

| faid, 1 that Mr. Harley's fidelity to her Majeſty, | 
and zeal for her ſervice, have drawn upon him 
the hatred of all the abettors of Popery and 
faction.“ This is what I believe, and what! 
hall ſtick ta. N 
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abbot, at the 


But that is ſaid to be another lie; for | 
he was a Pepi, and could not have-a regiment: | 
however, this other lie is a truth too; for a regi- | 
ment he had, and paid by us, to his agent, Mon- 
fieur le Bas, for his uſe. The third is a blunder, 
that I fay Guiſcard's defign was againſt Mr. Secre- | 
tary St. John, and yet my reaſonings upon it are, | 
as if it were perſonally againſt Mr. Harley. But! 
ſay no ſuch thing, and my reaſonings are juſt. I | 
relate only what Guiſcard faid-in Newgate, becauſe | 
it was a particularity the reader might be curious 


But | 
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But, alas! theſe are not the paſſages which have 
raiſed ſo much fury againſt me. One or two miſ- 


takes in facts of no importance, or a ſingle blun- 
der, would not have provoked them; they are not 
ſo tender of my reputation as a writer. All cheir 
outrage is occaſioned by thoſe paſſages in that pa- 


per, which they do not in the leaſt pretend to an- 
fwer, and with the utmoſt reluctancy are forced to 


mention. They take abundance of = to clear 


Guiſcard from a deſign againſt Mr. ey's life; 
but offer not one argument to clear their other 


friends, who, in the buſineſs of Greg, were equal - 
iy guilty of the ſame deſign againſt the ſame perſon; 
_ whoſe tongues were very f 
| Were axes, e 


words, and whoſe penknives 


en , =} 
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unt hic etiam ſua premia laudi 1 RE 
Sunt lachryme rerum, et mentum martalia targunt. 
] Begin to be heartily weary of my employment as 
Examiner; which I with the miniſtry would con- 


ider with half ſo much concern as I do, and affign 


me ſome other with leſs pains, and a penſion. 
There may ſoon be a vacancy either on the bench, 


in the revenue, or the army, and I am equally qua- 
_ lified for each; but this trade of examining, I ap- 


prehend, may at one time or other, go near to ſour 
my temper. I did lately propoſe, that ſome of 
thoſe ingenious pens which are engaged on the other 


tide, might be employed to ſucceed me; and I un- 
dertook to bring them over for Forher crown : but 


Vol. III. it 


it was anſwered, that thoſe gentlemen do much 
better ſervice in the ſtations Where they are, It 
was added, that abundance of abuſes yet remain- 
ed to be laid open to the world, which I had oft- 
en promiſed to' do, but was too much diverted by 
other ſubjects that came into my head. On the 
other ſide, the advice of ſome friends, and the 


_ threats of many enemies, have put me upon 3 


conſidering what would become of me, 4 
Jbould alter: this I have done very maturely, 


times 
the reſult is, that I am in no manner of pain 


| I grant, that what I have ſaid upon occaſion, com> 


cerning the late men in power, may be called ſa- 
tire by ſome unthinking people, as long as that fac- 
tion is down; but if ever they come into play a- 


in, I muſt give them warning beforchand, that 


I hall expect to be a favourite, and that thoſe pre- 


ended advocates of theirs will be pillored for /itel- | 
_ ters. For I appeal to any man, whether I ever 


charged that party, or its leaders, with one ſingle 
action or deſign, which (if we may judge by their 
former practices) they will not openly profeſs, be 


for ſetting forth the refinements of their politics, 
in purſuing the only method left to preſerve them 
in power ? I faid, they had involved the nation in 
_ debts, and ingroſſed much of its money: they go 


beyond me, and boaſt they have got it a/l, and the 


z credit too. I have urged the probability of their 
intending great alterations in religion and govern- 
ment : if they deſtroy both at their next coming, 


will they not reckon my foretelling it rather as a | 
panegyric than an affront? I faid, they had for- 


proud of, and ſcore up for merit, when they come 
again to the head of affairs? I ſaid, they were in- 
ſolent to the Queen: will they not value themſelves | 
upon that, as an argument to prove them bold af- | 
ſertors of the people's liberty? I affirmed, they |} 
were againſt a peace: will they be angry with me 
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merly a deſign againſt Mr. Harley's „ life: if they 


were now in power, would they not immediately 

cut off his head, and thank me for juſtifying the 
fincerity of their intentions? In ſhort, there is no- 
thing I ever ſaid of thoſe worthy patriots, which 
may not be as well excuſed : therefore as ſoon as 


they reſume their places, I poſitively deſign to put 

in my claim; and I think, may do it with a better 

grace than many of that party who now make their- 
court to the preſent miniſtry. 


three great men, at whoſe levees you may daily ob- 
ſerve a ſcore of the moſt forward fates, which every 


do dy is aſhamed of, except thoſe who wear them. 
But I conceive, my pretenſions will be upon a ve- 
ry different foot. Let me offer a el caſe: 

: Suppoſe K. Charles I. had entirely ſubdued the re- 
dels at Naſeby, and reduced the kingdom to his 
obedience; whoever had gone about to reaſon 
from the former conduct of thoſe ſaints, chat if the 
| vittory had fallen on their fide, they would have 
murdered their prince, deſtroyed monarchy and 


the church, and made the King's party compound 


for their eftates as delinquents, would have been 


called a. falſe uncharitable libeller by thoſe very 


| perſons, who afterwards gloried in all this, and 


called it the work of the Lord, when they happened 
to ſucceed. I remember there was a perſon fined 
and impriſoned for ſcandalum magnatum, becauſe he 


aid the Duke of York was a Papiſt: but when 


that prince came to be King, and made open pro- 
feſſion of his religion, he had the juſtice immedi- 
ately to releaſe his priſoner, who in his opinion had 


put a compliment upon him, and not a reproach : 
and therefore Colonel Titus, who had warmly af- 


ferted the ſame thing in parliament, was made a 


privy counſellor, 


By this rule, if that which for ſome politic res- 5 


o see The Examiner, No 32. 6 
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ſons is now called ſcandal upon the late miniſtry, 
proves one day to be only an abſtract of ſuch a 
character as they will aſſume and be proud of, I 
think I may fairly offer my pretenſions, and hope 
for their favour : and I am the more confirmed in 
this notion, by what I have obſerved in thoſe pa- 
= that come out weekly againſt the Examiner, 
The authors are perpetually telling me of y in- 
gratitude to my maſters ; that I b/under and bet 
the cauſe ; and. write with more bitterneſs — ! 
thoſe who hire me, than againſt the Whigs. Now, 
I took all this at firſt only for ſo many ſtrains of 
wit, and pretty paradoxes to divert the reader; but, 
upon further thinking, I find they are ſerious, I | 
imagined I had complimented the preſent miniſtry | 
for their dutiful behaviour to the Queen, for their | 
love of the old conſtitution in .church and ſtate, 
for their generofity and juſtice, and for their deſire 
of a ſpeedy honourable peace: but it ſeems Iam 
miſtaken, and they reckon all this for ſatire, be- 
cauſe it. is directly contrary to the practice of all 
_ thoſe whom they ſet up to defend, and utterly a- 
gainſt all their notions of a good miniſtry, There- 
fore I cannot but think they have reaſon on their 
fide: for, ſuppoſe I ſhould write the character of 
an honeſt, a religious, and a learned man; and 
ſend the firſt to Newgate, the ſecond to the Gre- 
cian coffechouſe, and the laſt to White's ; would 
they not all paſs for ſatires, and juſtly enough, 
among the companies to whom they were ſent ? 
__ Having therefore employed ſeveral papers in ſuch 
ſort of panegyrics, and but very few on what they 
underſtand to be ſatires, I ſhall henceforth upon 


occaſion be more liberal of the latter; of which | 


they are like to have a taſte in the remainder of | 
this preſent paper. ag 7 N — 5 
Among all the advantages which the kingdom 
bath received by the late change of miniſtry, the 
greateſt muſt be allowed to be the calling of the 
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ſent parliament upon the diſſolution of the laſt. 
is acknowledged, that this excellent aſſembly hath 


entirely recovered the honour of parliaments, which 
had been unhappily proſtituted for ſome years paſt, 


by the factious proceedings of an unnatural majo- 
rity, in concert with a moſt corrupt adminiſtration. 
It is plain, by the preſent choice of members, that 


clectors of England, when left to themſelves, do 


rightly underſtand their true intereſt, The mode- 
rate Whigs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong hands, and that things- 


are now as they ſhould be: and that as the preſent 
houſe of Commons is the beſt repreſentative of 
the nation, that hath ever been fummoned in our 
memories, ſo they. have taken care in their firſt 
ſeſſion, by that noble bill of qualification , that fu- 
ture parliaments ſhould be compoſed of landed 
men; and our properties lie no more at the mercy. 
of thoſe who have none themſelves, or at leaſt on- 
ly what is tranſient or imaginary. If there be any 


gratitude in poſterity, the memory of this aſſembly 
will be always celebrated; if otherwitc, at leaſt we, 
who ſhare in the bleſſings they derive to us, ought + 
with grateful hearts to acknowledge them. 
I deſign in ſome following papers: to draw up a 
liſt (for I can do no more) of the great things 


this — hath already performed; the many 

abu 
elections without regard to party; their chear ful 
neſs and addreſs in raifing ſupphes for the war, and 

at the ſame cime providing for the nation's debts; 


es they have detected; their juſtice in deciding 


their duty to the Queen, and their kindnefs to the 


church. In the mean time I cannot forbear men- 
_ toning two particulars, which, in my opinion, do dif- 
cover, inſome meaſure, the temper of the preſent par- 


liament, and bear analogy to thoſe paſſages related 


»The qualification recuired by this act is ſome cſtate in land, 


Arber in peſſeſſion or certain reverfion, See Ne 44. 


90 THE EX No 34. 
by Plutarch in the lives of certain great men; 
which, as himſelf obſerveth, although they be 
* not of actions which make any great noiſe or fi · 
«© gure in hiſtory, yet give more light into the 
© characters of perſons, than we could receive 


from an account of their moſt renowned atchieve · 


r 
Something like this may be obſerved from two 
late inſtances of decency and good nature in that il- 


luſtrious aſſembly I am ſpeaking of. The firſt was, 


when after that inhvman attempt upon Mr. Har- 
ley they were - pleaſed to vote an addreſs to the 


Queen, wherein they expreſs their utmoſt deteſta- 


tion of the fact, their high eſteem and great con- 
cern for that able miniſter, and juſtly impute his 


misfortunes to that zeal for her Majeſty's ſervice, 
which had drawn upon him the hatred of all the abet- 
tors of Popery and faction. I dare affirm, that fo dif- 


tinguiſhing a mark of honour and good-will from 


ſuch a parliament was more acceptable to a perſon | 
of Mr. Harley's generous nature, than the moſt | 


bountiful grant that was ever yet made to a ſubject ; 


as her Majeſty's anſwer, filled with gracious ex- 


preſſions in his favour, adds more to his real 
glory, than any titles ſhe could beſtow. The prince 


and repreſentatives of the whole kingdom join in 


their concern for ſo important a life: Theſe are 
the true rewards of virtue; and this is the com- 


merce between noble ſpirits in a coin which the | 
giver knows where to beſtow, and the receiver how 
to value, although neither avarice nor ambition 


_ would be able to comprehend its worth, 


The other inſtance I intend to produce of decency 
and good nature in the preſent houſe of Commons, 
relates to their moſt worthy ſpeaker “; who having 
_ unfortunately loſt his eldeſt fon, the affembly, ' 
moved with a generous pity for ſo ſenſible an a- 


„ William Bromley, Efq; 
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fliction, adjoured themſelves for a week, that fo 


good a ſervant of the public might have ſome in- 


terval to wipe away a father's tears. And indeed 
that gentleman hath too juſt an occaſion for his 


grief by the death of a fon who had already ac- 
quired ſo great a reputation for every amiable qua- 


| liry, and who might have lived to be fo great an 


honour and an ornament to his ancient family, 
Before I conclude, I muſt defire one favour of 
the reader; that when he thinks it worth his while 

to peruſe any paper written againſt the Examiner, 


he will not form his judgment by any mangled 
quotation out of it, which he finds in ſuch papers, 
but be fo juſt to read the paragraph referred to; 
which I am confident will be found a ſufficient an- 

ſwer to all that ever thoſe papers can object; at 
| leaſt I have ſeen above fifty of them, and never yet 


obſerved one ſingle quotation tranſcribed with com- 


No. 35+ Thurſday, April 5. 1711. 


E Nullo fuo peccato impediantur, quo minus alterius 


peccata demonſtrare poſſint. 


1 Have been confidering the old conſtitution of 


this kingdom; comparing it with the monarchies 
and republics whereof we meet fo many accounts in 


ancient ſtory, and with thoſe at preſent in moſt 
parts of Europe. I have confidered our religion, 
eſtabliſhed here by the legiflature ſoon after the 
reformation, I have likewife examined the genius 
and diſpoſition of the people under that reaſonable 
freedom they poſſeſs. Then I have turned my re- 


flections upon thoſe two great diviſions of Whig ana 

Tory (which ſome way or other take in the whole 
kingdom) with the principles they both profeſs, as 

well as thoſe wherewith they reproach one — 
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From all-this I endeavour to-determine from which 
ſide her preſent Majeſty may reaſonably hope tor 
moſt ſecurity to her perſon and government, and to 


which ſhe ought in prudence to truſt the admini- 
ſtration of her affairs. If theſe two rivals were 


really no more chan parties, according to the com- 


mon-acceptation of the word, I ſhould agree with _ 
thoſe politicians who think a prince deſcends from 
his dignity by putting himſelf at the head of cither; 
and that his wiſeſt courſe is to keep them in a ba- 
lance, raiſing or depreſſing either as it beſt ſuits 
with his deſigns. But when the viſible intereſt of 
his crown and kingdom lies on one fide ; and when | 
the other is but a faction, raiſed and ſtrengthened = 
by incidents and intrigues, and by deceiving the | 
people with falſe repreſentations of things; he | 

_ ought in prudence to take the firſt opportunity of 
opening his ſubjects eyes, and declaring himſelf ia | 
favour of thoſe who are for preſerving the civil and 
religious rights of the nation, wherewith his own 
are ſo interwoven. - 
This was certainly our caſe; for I do not take 4 
the heads, advocates, and followers of the Whigs to 
make up, ftrictly ſpeaking, a national party; being 
patched up of heterogeneous, inconſiſtent parts, 
whom nothing ſerved to unite, but the common | 
Intereſt of ſharing in the ſpoil and plunder. of the 
people; their preſent dread of their adverſaries, | 
by whom they apprehended to be called to an ac- 


count ; and that general conſpiracy of endeavour- 


ing to overturn the church and ſtate, which how- 


ever if they could have compaſſed, they would cer- 


in pieces, as their 3 ors did after they de- 
ſtroy 
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agg. have fallen out amo | themſelves, and broke 
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trary to thoſe profeſſions: 


did not conſider the eaſe, the ſafety, and digniry 
of her perſon, the ſecurity of her crown, and the 
ttranſmiſſion of monarchy to her Proteſtant ſucceſ- 


= 
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ſtroyed the monarchy and religion. For how could 
a Whig, who is againſt. all diſcipline, agree with a 
Preſbyterian, who carries it higher than the Papiſts 
des | How could a Socinian adjuſt his mo- 


dels to either ? or how could any of theſe cement 
with a Deiſt, or Freethinker, when they came to 


conſult upon points of faith ? Neither would they 
have agreed better in their ſyſtems of government; 
where ſome would have been for a king under the 
limitations of a Duke of Venice; others for a 
Dutch republic l a third party for an ariſtocracy; 
and moſt of all for ſome new fabric of their own 


But however, let us confider them as a _party,. 


and under thoſe general tenets wherein they a- 
greed, and which they publicly owned, without 


charging them with any that they pretend to deny. 


3 Then, let us examine thoſe principles of the Tories 
which their adverſaries allow them to profeſs, and 


do not pretend to tax them with any actions con- 
t After which let the 
reader judge, from which of theſe two parties a 
prince hath moſt to fear; and whether her Majeſty 


fors, when the put her affairs into the preſent 


Suppoſe the matter were not entire ; the Queen: 
to make her choice; and for that end, ſhould or- 


derer the principles on both ſides to be fairly laid be- 

fore her. Firſt, I conceive, the Whigs would grant, . 
chat they have naturally no very great veneration 
for crowned heads ; that they allow the perſon of the 
Prince may, upon wany occaſions, be reſiſted by 
arms; and that they do not condemn the warraifed 


againſt K. Charles I. or own it to be a rebellion, al- 
though they would be thought to blame his mur- 
der. They do not think the prerogative to- be yet 
FL” 95 ſufficiently 


las a particular mark of their veneration for the 


Muſtrious houſe of Hanover) to ow it ſtill cloſer - 


againſt the next reign: which conſequently they 


would be glad to fee done in the preſent; not to 


mention that the majority of them, if it were put 
to the vote, would allow that they _— a com- 
monwealth before a monarchy. As to religion ; 
their univerſal undiſputed maxim is, that it ought 


to make no diſtinction at all among Proteftants; 


and in the word-Proteftant they include every body 
who is not a Papift, and who will by an oath give 
ſecurity to the government. Union in diſcipline 
and doctrine, the offenſive ſin of _— the no- 
uon of a church and a hierarc 2 ey laugh at as 
4 , cant, and prieftcroft. hey 
at 

we uſually call by that name, they on only ſtyle the 

_— of the magiſtrate“. Since the diſſenters and 


we agree in the main, why ſhould the difference of 


a few ſpeculative points or modes of dreſs incapa- 


_citate them from ſerving their prince and Go in | 


3 a juncture, when we ought to have all hands u 


gainft the common enemy f and why ſhould t 4 1 
be forced to take the facrament from our clergy's | 
hands, and in our poſture ; or indeed why compeb | 
led to receive it at all, when they take an employ- 


ment which has nothing to do with religion ? 
Theſe are the notions which moſt of that 


row, and which they do not endeavour to dif- 
iſe or ſet off with falſe colours, or complain of 


ing miſrepreſented about. I have here placed 
— on purpoſe in the ſame light, which thing 


ſelves do in the very apologies they make for what 


we accuſe them of; and how inviting even theſe doc- 
tines are for fack a monarch to cloſe with, as our 


nw, both ſtatute and common, underſtands a 
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ſufficiently limited ; and have therefore taken care | 


ſer no neceſſity 
at thereſtould be a national faith; and what 
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\ King of England to be, let others decide. But then, if 
4 to theſe we ſhould add other opinions, which moſt 
- of their own writers juſtify, and which their uni- 
4 verſal practice hath given a ſanction to; they 
J are no more than what a prince might reaſon- 
0% | ably expect, as the natural conſequence of thoſe a- 
4 | vowed principles. For when fuch perſons are at 
4 the head of affairs, the low opinion they have of 
#4 princes will certainly lead them to violate that re- 
” 1 ſpect they ought to bear; and at the ſame time, 
> l . . . | 
?' their own want of duty to their ſovereign is large - 
T } ly made up, by exacting greater ſubmiſſions to 
' | themſelves, from their fellow - ſubjects; it being 
” indiſputably true, that the ſame principle of pride 
F.1 and ambition makes a man treat his equals-with 
® |}  infolence, in the ſame proportion as he affronts his 
J | Afuperiors: as both prince and people have ſuſſi - 
4 | _. ciently felt from the late miniſtry, 
SG Then from their confeſſed notions of religion as 
"= above related. I ſee no reaſon to wonder, why they 
countenanced not only all forts of diſſenters, 
= but the ſeveral gradations of freethinkers among us 
m f (all which are openly inrolled in their party); 
-# | nor why they were ſo very averſe from the 
© |} -preſent eſtabliſhed form of worſhip, which, by 
he | preſcribing obedience to princes from the topic 
= of conſcience, would be ſure to thwart all their 
T" | fſchemes of innovation. EE, 4 
One thing I might add, as another acknowledg- 
wi | ed maxim in that party, and in my opinion as dan» 
7 i gerous to the conſtitution as any I have mentioned 
he” I mean, chat of preferring on all occaſions the mo- 
-— | neyed intereſt before the /anded; which they were ] 
— ſo far from denying, that they would gravely de. 
| bate the reaſonableneſs and juſtice of it; and at 
ad the rate they went on, might, in a little time, 
x have found a majority of repreſentatives fitly po 
. the 


| fied to lay thoſe heavy burdens on the reſt © 
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nation, which themſelves would not touch with 
one of their fingers. 


-However, to deal impartially, there are ſome mo- 
tives which t compel a prince under the neceſſi- 
y of affairs to deliver himſelf over to that 
ey were ſaid to poſſeſs the great bulk of ca 
and conſequently of credit in the nation; and the ! 
heads of them had the reputation of prefiding over | 
thoſe ſocieties who have the great direction of 
both: So that all applications for loans to the pub- 


le ſervice, upon any emergency, muſt be made 
_ through them; and it might prove highly danger- = 


— to ditoblige them, becauſe in that caſe it was 
to be doubted, that they would be obſtinate 


1 ready to obſtruct all affairs, not on- 


ly by ſhutting their own purſes, but by endeavour- 1 


ing to fink credit, although with ſome preſent ima- | 
ginary loſs to — only to ſhew it was a 


creature of their own. 

From this ſummary of 7 big principles and diſpo- 
ſitions we find, what a prince may reaſonably fear 
and hope from that party. Let us now very briefly 


conſider the doctrines of the Tories, which their 


adverſaries will not diſpute. As they prefer a well- 


regulated monarchy before all other forms of go- | 


vernment, ſo they think it next to impoſſible to al 


ter that inſtitution here, without involving our 


whole ifland in blood and deſolation. They be- 
lieve, that the prerogative of a ſovereign ought at 
leaſt to be held as ſacred and inviolable as the 
rights of his people; if only for this reaſon, be- 


cauſe without a due ſhare of power he will not be 


able to protect them, They think, that by many 
known laws of this realm, both ſtatute and com- 


mon, neither the perſon nor lawful authority of 
the prince ought, upon any pretence whatſoever, 


to be reſiſted or diſobeyed. Their ſentiments in 
relation to the church are known enough, and will 


not be controverted, being juſt the reverſe to what 


I have 


good humour and good 
crown; profeſs they will ſtand by 
| lives and fortunes; and whatever rudeneſſes they | 
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I have delivered as the doctrine and practice of the 
Whigs upon that article, 

Hut here I muſt likewiſe deal impartially too; 
and add one principle as a characteriſtic of the 
Tories, which hath much diſcouraged ſome princes 
2 making uſe of them in affairs: Give the'Whigs 

wer enough to inſult their ſovereign, ingroſs 

ki or ours to themſelves, and to oppreſs and plun- 

— their fellow - ſubjects; they preſently grow into 
language towards the 

it with their 


may be guilty of in private, yet they aſſure the 
world that there never was fo gracious a monarch. 


But to the ſhame of the 72 ies it muſt be confeſſed, 
that nothing of all this hath been ever obſerved 
in them; in or out of favour, you ſee no al- 


teration, further than a little cheerfulneſs or cloud 
in their countenances : 'The higheſt employments 
can add nothing to their loyalty; but their beha- 


| viour to their prince, as well as their expreſſions 


of love and duty, are in all conditions 1 — 
ſame N 


Having thus imparclally ie the avowed: prin- 
ciple of Whig and Tory; let the reader determine as 


he pleaſeth, to which of cheſe two à wiſe prince 


may, with moſt ſafety to himſelf and the public; Y 


truſt his perſon and his affkirs ; and whether it were 


raſhneſs or prudence in her Majeſty to make thoſe 


changes in the miniſtry, which have been fo We 
3 extolled by ſome, and 2 * fen 
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1 Write this paper for the ſake of che Difentere, 
whom I take to be the moſt ſpreading branch of 


the Whig party, aL «are Wag, mh and the 


only one that ſcems to be zealous for any particular . 


ſyttem of it ; the bulk of thoſe we call the Low- 
 tharch being generally 


not yet taken either the Old or New Teſtament in- 
to their ſcheme. By the Diſſenters, therefore, it 
will eaſily be underſtood that I mean the ge 
Mans, as they include the ſects of Anabaptiſis, lud · 


into them ſince the rgſleration. This ſect, in order 


raiſe a rebellion, murder their 
narchy and the church, was afterwards broken in 


— which made way for the 


's return from his exile. However, the zeal- 
ng them did {till entertain hopes of reco- 


— the dominion grace; whereof I have read 


a remarkable paſſage in a book publiſhed about the 
year 1661, and written by one of their own fide. 
As one of the regicides was going to his execution, 


a friend aſked him, whether he thought the cauſe 


= revive ? He anſwered, the cauſe is in the bo- 
| of Chriſt ; and as ſure as Chriſt ro 
_ ſo fre will the ci revive alſo. 


* there; 


fore 


indifferent and undetermin | 
ed in that point; and the other ſubdiviſions having 


pendent, and others, which have been melted donn 


to make itſelf national, having r 1 
ng, deſtroy mo—- 


rom the 
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cheir clamours would 
and caution of the legiſlature. The ſame indul - 
| - gence againſt law was made uſe of by them and the 
 Papifts; and they amicably employed their power. 
s in defence of one common intereſt. 
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fore the Nonconformiſfts were ſtriftly watched, and 
reſtrained by penal laws, * the reign of King 


Charles II. the court and kingdom looking on them 
as a fa/tion ready to join in any deſign 


againſt the 
government in church or ſtate, And furely this 


was reaſonable enough, while ſo many continued 
alive who had voted, and fo 


t, and preached a- 


gainſt both, and gave no pr that they had chang- 


ed their principles. The Nonconfſormifts were then 
exactly upon the ſame foot with our Nanjurors 


now, whom we double tax, forbid their conven- 


| ticles, and keep under hatches, without thinking | 


ourſelves poſſeſſed with a perſecuting ſpirit; be- 


cauſe we know they want nothing but * power to 
ruin us. This, in my opinion, ſhould altogether 
_ filence the Diſſent eri complaints of perſecution un— 


der K. Charles II. or make them thew us wherein 
6 ot hat vine, — SUE FEE 
are nor. 
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covered, when King James II. ſucceeded to the 


_ crown, with —— ͤͤ — joined in its 
ruin to revenge 


ves for that reſtraint they | 
had moſt a — in che 


_—_ 
of the clergy, as 
Lovek, but the prudence 


But the revolution happening ſoon after, ſerved 
away the memory of the rebellion; upon 


| which the run againſt Popery was no doubt as juſt 
_ and ſeaſonable, as that of Fanaticiſm after the re- 


ſtoration ; and the dread of Popery being then our 


, lateſt danger, and conſequently the moſt freſh up- 


on our ſpirits, all mouths were open againſt that; 
the Difſenters were rewarded with an indulgence by 2 


hu; —— and King's murder were now 


12 no 
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no longer a reproach ;: the former was only a civil 
war, and whoever durſt call it a rebellion was a Ja- 
 cobite and a friend to France. This was the more 


brought about by church-of-England od they 
hoped one good conſequence of it would be the re- 
lieving us from the incroachments of Diſſenters, as 
well as thoſe of Papifts; ſince both had cqually con- 
tederated towards our ruin: and theretore when 
the crown was new ſettled, it was hoped at leaſt, 
that the reſt of the conſtitution would be reſtored. 
hut this affair took a very different turn: the Diſs | 
enters had juſt made a {huft to fave a tide, and join 
with the Prince of Orange, when the found - 
was deſperate with their protictar K. — ; and | 
obſerving a party then forming againſt the old | 
principles in church and ſtate, under the name f 
" Whigs and Low-churchmen, they liſted themſelves of = 
it, where they have ever ſince continued. 
It is therefore upon the foot they now are at! 
| would apply myſelt to them, and deſire they would 
_ conſider the different circumſtances at preſent from 
what they were under, when they began their de- 
_ figns againſt the church and monarchy about ſeven- 
ty years ago. At that juncture they made up the 
bar of che party; and whoſoever joined with them 
from principles of revenge, diſcontent, ambition, 
or love of change, were all forced to ſhelter under 
their denomination ; united heartily in the preten - 
ces of a further and purer reformation in religion, 
and of advancing the great work (as the cant was 
then) that Cad was about to do in theſe nations; re- 
ceived the ſyſtems of doctrine and diſcpline preſcri- 
bed by the Scots, and readily took the covenant; 
fo that there appeared no divifion among them, till 
after the common enemy was fubdued. 
But now their cafe is quite otherwiſe ; and Lcan 
bardly think it worth being of a party, upon the 
terms they have been received of late years. For 
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unexpected, becauſe the: revolution being wholly | 
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ſappoſe the whole 0 ws ſhould at length ſacceed 
in their defign of deſtroying the church; are they 
fo weak to imiagine, that the new-medelling of re- 
ligion would be put into their hands? Would their 


brethren, the Low-churchmen and Freethinkers, ſub- 


mit to their diſcipline, their /ynods, or their claſſes; 
and divide the lands of biſhops, or deans and chap- 


ters among them? How can they help obſerving, 


that their allies, inſtead of pretending more ſancti- 
ty than other men, are {ome of them for Ie velling 
all religion; and the reſt for abolithing it ? Is it 


not manifeſt, that they have been treated by their 


confederates exactly after the fame manner as they 


_ were by K. James II. made inſtruments to ruin the 


church; not for their own ſakes, but under à pre- 
tended project of univerfal freedom in opinion to 


advance the dark deſigns of thoſe who employ 


them ? For excepting the ant imonarchical principle, 
and a few falſe notions about liberty, I fee but little 
agreement betwixt them; and even in theſe, I be- 
lieve, it would be impoffible to contrive a frame of 
government that would pleaſe them all, if they had 
it now in their power to try. But however, to be 


ſure, the Preſbyterian inſtitution would never ob- 
tain, For tuppoſe they ſhould, in imitation of 


their predeceflors, propoſe to have no King but our 
Saviour Chriſt ; the whole clan of Freethinters 
would immediately object and refuſe his authority. 


Neither would their L9w-bu7 ch brethren uſe them 


better, as well knowing what enemies they are to 
that doctrine of unlimited toleration, wherever 


| they are ſuffered to preſide. 80 that upon the 
whole 1 do not ſee, as their pretent circumitances 


ſtand, where the Diſſenters can find better quarter 
than from the church of England. N t 
Beſides, I leave it to their conſideration, whe- 


ther, with all their zeal againſt the church, they 


ought not to ſhew a little decency ; and how far it 


conliſts with their reputation to act in concert with 


13 fuch . 
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ſuch confederates, It was reckoned a very infa- 

mous proceeding in the preſent Moſt Chriſtian 
King * to aſſiſt the Turk againſt the Emperor: po- 
licy and reaſons of ſtate were not allowed fufficient 
excuſes for taking part with an Jnfide! againſt a Be- 
fever. It is one of the Difſenters quarrels againſt 
the church, that ſhe is not enough reformed from 
| Papery: yet they boldly entered into a league with 
Papifts and a Popiſh prince to deſtroy her. They 
3 s much ſanctity, and object againſt the wic- 

red lives of ſome of our members: yet they have 
been long, and ſtill continue, in ſtrict combina» r- 
tion with Libertines and Atheiſts to contrive our ru 
in. What if the Jews ſhould multiply, and be- 
come a formidable party among us? Would the 

Diſenters join in alliance with them likewiſe, be» | 


cauſe they agree already in ſome general principles, | 


and becaufe the Jews are allowed to be a ftif-neched 
, OTE Y 
It is the part of wiſe men to conceal their paſ- 
ions, when they are not in circumſtances of exert- 
ing them to purpoſe; the arts of getting power, 
and preſcrving indulgence, are very different. For 
the former, the reaſonable hopes of the Diſſentert 
ſeem to be at an end; their comrades, the Whigs 
and Freethinkers, are juſt in a condition proper to 
be forſaken ; and the parliament, as well as the | 
body of the people, will be deluded no longer. 
Beſides, it ſometimes happens for a cauſe to be ex- 
hauſted and worn out, as that of the #higs in ge- 


_neral ſeems at preſent to be: the nation had felt e |} : 


nough of it. It is as vain to hope reſtoring that 
decayed intereſt, as for a man of ſixty to talk of | 
entering on a new ſcene of life, that is only proper | 
for youth and vigour. New circumſtances and 
new men muſt ariſe, as well as new occaſions, 
which are not like to happen in our time. So that 


2 Louis XIV, King of France, w_ 


— 


3 ther combination with their bwokem allies; apy. 1 
perſe themſelves, and lie dormant 


and they will certainly loſe none by its 
. r let them give 


five? 
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would be prudence in the —— to u 
derly as they can: for beſides the infamous hypo- 


ences can pretend to be 
employment hath more 8 u- 


i him over. h with the worſt gra grain  workithat 
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r but to 


ſecure their indulgence : in order to which, I will | 
be ſo bold to offer hem ſame advice. 


are a line for- 
got, they would 
violence of tongue or pen, ſo = a 4 — 
chere is now againſt them; nor keep 


fome bet- 


ter opportunity. I have ſhewn they could have 
had 


no advantage, if the late 1 yaled ; 
unleſs 


They pretend a = 


through their own fault. 


it by quitting the ruined intereſt of thoſe who have 


| uſed her ſo ill; and by a due reſpett to the perſons 
he is pleaſed to truff at 


with her — 


When they can no longer hope to govern, 
ſtruggling can do them no good, 
hurt them; what is left, but to 


hn 


Sec Although there be no law { 
r de ah 


— 
it as ten- 


crily of the thing itſelf, too frequent practice would 
perhaps make a remedy neceffary. And * 
they have ſaid to juſtify themſelves in this 

ſtill continues hard to conceive, how : — Ty 
upon which an 


nity. 
In the /aft place, I am humbly of 


the Diſſenters would do well to chat fe — 


have learned from their directors, of affecting to 


be under horrible apprehenſions, that the Tories 
are in the intereſt of the ae nn Þ and would be 


ready to embrace the firſt oppo of inviting 


they 


they offer to join in the cry upon this article: as if 
thofe who alone ſtood in the gap againſt all the in- 
croachments of Popery and arbitrary power, are 
not more likely to — out both than a ſet of 
ſebiſmatics, who, to gratify their ambition and re- 

venge, did, by the meaneſt compliances, encou- 
rage and ſpirit up that unfortunate prince to fall 
upon ſuch meaſures as muſt at laſt have ended in che ; 


enn 


P. 8. I wiſh thoſe who give aaron the wail 
to write to the Examiner, would confider whe- 
ther that they fend be proper for ſuch a paper to 

take notice of. I had one letter laſt week, writ- 
ten, as I ſuppoſe, by a divine, to defire 1 would 


_ - offer ſome reaſons againft a bill now before the 


parliament for aſcertaining the tithe of hops ; from | 


= be 2 eſpecially the poorer vicars. If it be as | 
4 - 


which the writer apprehends great damage to the . 
s, (and he ſeems to argue very reaſonably 


upon it), the convocation now fitting, will, no | 


doubt, upon due application, repreſent the mat- 
ter to the houſe of Commons; and he may ex- 
pect all juſtice and favour from that great body, 
3 have already — ſo tender 0 their 
rights, © | 
A gentleman likewile, who hath ſent me Conn 
Letters relating to perſonal hardſhips he received 
from ſome of the late miniſtry, is advited to pu- 
bluſh a narrative of them, they being too ne 
and not proper for this. — 
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Semper ae eventerum magis mavent * itha « e- 
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Whigs have begun very much to 1 their 


| : Knguage of late. The ſtyle is now among the 
8 -- 0 


nable part of them, when they meet a man in 


bduſineſs, or a member of parliament; Mell, Gentle- 
men, if you go on as you have hitherto "dane; we ſhall 


no longer have any pretence to complain. They find, 


it ſeems, that there have been yet no overtures 


made to bring in the pretender, nor any preparatory 


ſteps towards it. They read no inflaving- votes, 


nor bills brought in to endanger the ſubject. The 


indulgence to ſcrupulous conicicnces is again con- 


firmed from the throne, inviolably preſerved, and 


not the leaſt whiſper offered that may affect it. All 


care is taken to ſupport the war; ſupplies chearful-- 

h granted, and funds readily ſubſcribed to, in ſpite 
olf the little arts made uſe of to diſcredit them. The : 
juſt reſentments of ſome, which are laudable 1 _ 
| themſelves, and which at another juncture it might 


be proper to give way to, have been ſoftened or 


_ diverted by the calmneſs of others. So that, up- 
on the article of preſent management, I do not 


ſee how any objection of weight can well be raiſed; 
However, our adverſaries ſtill alledge, that this 


great fucceſs was wholly unexpected, and out of alt 


probable view: that in public affairs we oughtleaſt 
— ds chat the * 


1 
of changing a . * the difficulties of a 


long war, was raſh and —— < 2 lug that if the 


any perſonal diſlike, for ſuch a change, it might 
have been done with more ſafety in a time of peace; 
that if it had miſcarried by any of thoſe incidents, 
which in all appearance might have intervened, 


the conſequences would perhaps have ruined the 


whole confederacy : and therefore, however it hath 


now ſucceeded, the experiment was too dangerous 1 


We never will admit raſhneſs or chance to have; 
a Tris viſible 


into their pre 
ces of con 


equence without 


nify their pleaſure to her Majeſty. 


were diſpoſed, by her inclinations, or from | 


But this is what we can by no means allow them. 
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| would — it — ; 
reſolved no longer to endure; 
ption, by be- 


, after they had fixed them for 


Queen had choſen 


upon the ſcore of gere, yet che oligarchy took 
"I their ſovereign authority was, it _ 
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ted. All former obligations to their ſovereign now 
became cancelled ; and they put themſelves upon 
the foot of people, who are hardly uſed after the 
moſt eminent ſervices. | 
8 men, who know any thing in poli 
: will agree, that a e thus treated by thoſe 
he moſt confided in, and perpetually loaded 
with his favours, ought to extricate himſelf as ſoon 
as poſſible ; and is then only blameable in his choice 
of time, when he defers one minute after it is in 
his power; becauſe from the monſtrous incroach- 
ments of exorbitant avarice and ambition he cannot 
tell how long it may continue to be ſo. And it 
will be found upon inquiring into hiſtory, that 
moſt of thoſe princes who have been ruined by fa- 


quite 

| \ The Ws we every dy curing te wagorees 

| ble vage, the haughty pride, and inſatiable cove» 

1 — of . n, as the cauſe of their 
fall; and are apt to 

fingle removal might have ſer all things right. But 


the intereſts of that ſingle perſon were footed upon 
c 


[ fo complicated and woven with the reſt 
by hve, by ewe, by marriage, by alliance, that they 
would rather conf heaven and earth, than dit-. 

ſolve fuch an union. 
I have always heard and underſtood, that aking 


head of a free parliament, and in full agreement 

wich a great majority, made the true figure in the 
| world that ſuch a monarch ought ta do; and pur- 
| ſuedthe real intereſt of himſelf and his kingdom. 
Will they allow her Majeſty 
ſtances at preſent? And was it not plain by the 
addreſſes ſent from all parts of the iſland, and by 
the viſible diſpoſition of the people, that ſuch a 
parliament would undoubtedly be choſen ? And fo 


it 


their thoughts, that one 


to be in thoſe circum- 
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it proved without the court's "uſing anz arts to in. 
Auence elections. | 
What people then are theſe in a corner, to * 
| the conſtitution muſt truckle ? If the whole nation's | 
credit cannot ſupply funds for the war, without 
humble applications from the entire legiſſature to a 
few retailers of money, it is high time we ſhould 
ſue for a peace. What new maxims are theſe, 
which neither we nor our forefathers ever heard 
of before, and which no wiſe inſtitution would e- 
ver allow? Muſt our laws from henceforward paſs 
the Bank and Eaſt-Indla company, or have their 
royal aſſent before they are in force? 6 
JI 0o hear ſome of theſe worthy reaſoners talking 1 


of Credit, that ſhe is ſo nice, ſo ſqueamiſh, ſo ea» | 


icious, you would think they were deſcribing a 
troubled with vapours, or the colic, to be re- 


moved only by a courſe of feet, or ſwallowing 4 b. 
bet. By the narrowneſs of their thoughts one 


would imagine, they conceived che world to be no 
wider than Exchange · alley. It is probable th-y may 
have ſuch a ſickly dame among them; and it is well 


ik ſhe hath no worſe diſeaſes, confidering what | 


hands ſhe paſſes through. But the National Credit | 
is of another complexion ; of ſound health, and 
an even temper ; her life and exiſtence being a quin- 
eſſence drawn from the vitals of the whole kingdom: 
and we find theſe money-politictans, after all their 
noiſe, to be of the ſame opinion by the court they 


paid her, when ſhe * ener to them in che bi 


form of a lottery. 
As to that mighty error in politics they charge 
upon the Queen, for changing her miniſtry in the 
| height of a war, I ſuppoſe it is only looked upon 
as an error under a Whiggiſh adminiſtration ; other- 
_ wiſe the late King had much to anſwer for, who 
did it pretty frequently, And it is well known, 
that the late miniſtry of ſumous memory was brought 
m during the Nenn. war; only with this circum- 
ſtancs, 


W475 Tar Annen 
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Nance, that two or three of the chief did firſt change 


their own principles, and then took in ſuitable com- 


t however, I ſee no reaſon why the Tories 
ſhould not value their wiſdom by events, as well 
as the Whigs. Nothing was ever thought a more 
precipitate, raſh counſel than that of altering the coin 


at the juncture it was done; yet the prudence of 


the undertaking was ſufficiently juſtified by the ſuc- 
ceſs, Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the attempt was 
neceſſary, becauſe the whole ſpecies of money was 


fo grievoully clipped and counterfeit: and is not 
her Majeſty's authority as ſacred as her coin ? and 5 
| hath not that been moſt ſcandalouſiy clipped and 
mangled, and often counterfeited too? _ _—_ 


It is another grievous complaint of the Whigs, 
that their late friends, and the whole party are 
treated with abundance of ſeverity in print, and in 
particular by the Examiner. They think it hard, 
that when they are wholly deprived of power, hat- 


end by the people, and out of all hope of re-eſta- 
bliſhing themſelves, their infirmities ſhould be fo 


often diſplayed in order to render them yet more 


odious to mankind. This is what they employ their 


writers to ſet forth in their papers of the week; 


and it is humourous enough to obſerve one paget a- 


ken up in railing at the Examiner, for his invec- 


tives againſt a diſcarded miniſtry, and the other 
ſide filled with the falſeſt and vileſt abuſes againſt 
thoſe who are now in the higheſt power and credit 


with their ſovereign, and whoſe leaſt breath would 
ſcatter them into filence and obſcurity However, 


although I have indecd often wondered to fee fo 
much licentiouſneſs taken and connived at, and am 
ſure it would not be ſuffered in any other country 


of Chriſtendom ; yet I never once invoked the 
aſſiſtance of the goal or pillory, which, upon the leaſt 
provocation, was the uſual ſtyle during their ty- 
ranny, There hath not pailed a week theſe twen- _. 


Vol. III. | K | ry : 
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ty years without ſome malicious paper ſcattered" in 
every coffeehouſe by the emiſſaries of that party, 
whether it were down or up. I believe they will not 
pretend to object the ſame thing to us: nor do I 
remember any conſtant weekly paper with reflec- 
tions on the late miniſtry or junto. They have ma- 
ny weak defenceleſs parts; they have not been 
_ ufed to a regular attack, and therefore it is that 
they are ſo ill able to endure one, when it comes 
to be their turn. So that they complain more of 
a few months truths from us, than we did of all 
their lies and malice for twice as many years, 
I cannot forbear obſerving upon this occaſion, 
that thoſe worthy authors I am ſpeaking of, ſeem 
to me not fairly to repreſent the ſentiments of their 
party; who in diſputing with us do generally give 


up ſeveral of the late miniſtry, and freely own | 
many of their failings. They confeſs the mon- 
ſtrous debt upon the navy to have been cauſed by 


moſt ſcandalous miſmanagement ; they allow the 
i nſalence of ſome, and the avarice of others, to have 
been inſupportable: but theſe gentlemen are moſt 

liberal of their praiſes to thoſe perſons, and upon 
thoſe very articles, where their wiſeſt friends give 
up the point. They gravely tell us, that ſuch a one 
was the moſt faithful ſervant that ever any prince 
had; ant her, the moſt dutiful; a third, the moſt 
generous; a fourth, of the greateſt integrity: ſo 
that I look upon theſe champions rather as retain- 
ed by a cabal than a party; which I deſire the 

_ reaſonable men among them would pleaſe v to con 


| | ider. 
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| hidignum oft in ea civitate, que legibus continetur, 


diſcedi a legibus. 


| 1 Have been often conſidering how it comes to paſs, 


that the dexterity of mankind in evil ſhould al- 


ways out-grow not only the prudence and caution 
| of private perſons, but the continual expedients of 
dhe wiſeſt laws contrived to prevent it. I cannot 


imagine a knave to poſſeſs a greater ſhare of natu- 
ral wit or genius, than an honeſt man, I have 


| known very notable ſharpers at play, who, upon 


all occaſions, were as great dunces as human ſhape 
can well allow; and I belicve the ſame might be 
obſerved among the other knots of thieves and 
pickpockets about this town, The propoſition 


however is certainly true, and to be confirmed by 


an hundred inftances, A ſcrivener, an attorney, 


| a ſtockjobber, and many other retailers of fraud, 
ſhall not only be able to over-reach others much 


wiſer than themſelves, but find out new inventions 
to elude the force of any law made againſt them. 
I ſuppoſe the reaſon of this may be, that as 
the aggreſſor is faid to have generally the ad- 
vantage of the defender, ſo the makers of the law, 
which is to defend our rights, have ufually not ſo 
much induſtry, or vigour, as thoſe whoſe intereſt 
leads them to attack it. Beſides, it rarely happens 
that men are rewarded by the public for their juſ- 
tice and virtue; neither do thoſe who act upon ſuch 
principles, expect any recompenſe until the next 
world: whereas fraud, where it ſucceeds, gives 
ghee 3 Ha preſent 
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preſent-pay ; and this is allowed the greateſt ſpur 
imaginable both to labour and invention. When 
a law is made to ſtop ſome growing evil, the wits 
of thoſe whoſe intereſt it is to break it with ſecre- 
cy or impunity, are immediately at work; and even 
among thoſe who pretend to fairer character̃s, ma- 
ny would gladly find means to avoid what they 
would not be thought to violate. They deſire to 
reap the advantage if poſſible without the ſhamc, 
or at leaſt without the danger. This art is what 1 
take that dextrous race of men, fprung up ſoon 
after the revolution, to have ſtudied with greater 
application ever ſince, and to have arrived at great 
| — in. According to the doctrine of ſome 
KRomiſh caſuiſts, they have found out guam prope 
ad peccatum fine peccato paſſint accedere ; they can 
tell how to go within an iach of an impeachment, 
and yet come back untouched. They know what 
degree of corruption will juſt forfeit an employ- 
ment, and whether the bribe you receive be ſuſti- 
cient to ſet you right, and put ſomething in your 
pocket beſides : how much to a penny you may 


_ ſafely cheat the Queen, whether forty, fifty, or 


fixty per cent. according to the ſtation you are in, 
and the diſpoſitions of the perſons in office below 
and above you. They have computed the price you 
may ſecurely take or give for a place, or what part 
of the ſalary you ought to reſerve, They can diſ- 
creetly diſtribute five hundred pounds in a ſmall 
borough, without any danger from the ſtatutes a- 
againſt bribing elections. "They can manage a bar- 
= for an office by a third, fourth, or fifth hand; 
o that you ſhall not know whom to accuſe. They 
can win a thouſand guineas at play in ſpite of the 
dice, and fend away the loſer farisfied. They can 


paſs the moſt exorbitant accounts, overpay the 
creditor with half his demands, and fink the reſt. 
It would be endleſs to relate, or rather indeed 
impoſſible to diſcover the ſcveral arts which curi- 
| Qus. 
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ous men have found out to enrich themſelves by 
defrauding the public in defiance of the law. The 
military men, both by ſea and land, have equally 
cultivated this moſt uſeful ſcience : neither hath it 
been altogether neglected by the other ſex; of 
which, on the contrary, I could produce an in- 
ſtance that would make ours blufh to be fo far out- 
done. NG | 
' Beſides, to confeſs the truth, our laws themſelves 
are extremely defective in many articles, which 1 
take to be one ill effect of our beſt poſſeſſion, li- 
berty. Some years ago the ambaſſador of a great 
prince * was arreſted, and outrages committed on 
his perſon in our ſtreets, without any poſſibility of 
_ redreſs from Weſtminſter-hall, or the prerogative 
of the ſovereign; and the legiſlature was forced to 
provide a remedy againſt the like evils in time to 
come. A commiſſioner of the ſtamped paper was 
lately diſcovered to have notoriouſly cheated the 
public of great ſums for many years, by counter- 
feiting the ſtamps, which the law hath made capi- 
tal : but the aggravation of his crime proved to be 
the cauſe that ſaved his life; and that additional 
heightening circumſtance of betraying his truſt was 
found to be a legal defence, I am aſſured, that the 
notorious cheat of the brewers at Portſmouth, de- 
tected about two months ago in parhament, can- 
not, by any law now in force, be puniſhed in any 
degree equal to the guilt and infamy of it. Nay, 
what is almoſt incredible, had Guiſcard + furvived 
his deteſtable attempt upon Mr. Harley's perfon, 
all the inflaming circumſtances of the fact would 
not have ſufficed, in the opinion of many lawyers, / 
to have puniſhed him with death ; and the public 
_ muſt have lain under this dilemma, either to con- 
demn him by a law ex peſt facts, (which would 


+» Peter the Great, Czar of Muſcovy, 
+ H. died of the wounds he received... 


K * have 


4 THE EXAMINER. 8" . 38. 


have been of dangerous conſequence, and from an 


ignominious precedent), or undergo the mortifica- 
tion to ſee the greateſt villain upon earth eſcape 
unpunithed, to the infinite triumph and delight of 
Popery and factisn. But even this is not to be 
wondered at, when we conſider, that of all the in- 
ſolences offered to the Queen ſince the act of in- 
demnity, (at leaſt that ever came to my ears), I can 


hardly inſtance above two or three, which by the 


letter of the law could amount to high treaſon. 
From theſe defects in our laws, and the want of 


ſome diſcretionary power, ſafely lodged, to exert 
upon emergencies; as well as from the great ac- 


quirements of able men to elude the penalties of 


_ thoſe laws they break, it is no wonder that the in- 


_ juries done to the public are ſo ſeldom redrefled, | 
But belides, no individual ſuffers by any wrong he | 
doth to the commonwealth, in proportion to the 


advantage he gains by doing it. There are ſeven 


or eight millions, who contribute to the loſs, while 


the whole gain is ſunk among a few. The damage 


_ ſuffered by the public is not ſo immediately or 


heavily felt by particular perſons; and the zeal 


of proſecutions is apt to drop and be loſt among 


numbers. 


But imagine a ſet of politicians for many years 


at the head of affairs, the game viſibly their own, 


and, by conſequence, acting with great ſecurity ; 


may not theſe be ſometimes tempted to forget their 


Caution by length of time, by exceſs of avarice and 
ambition, by the infolence or violence of their na- 


ture, or perhaps by a mere contempt of their ad- 
verſaries ? May not fuch motives as theſe put them 


often upon actions directly againſt the law, ſuch as | 


no evaſions can be found for, and which will lay 


them fully open to the vengeance of a prevailing 


intereſt, whenever they are out of power? It is 
anſwered in the affirmative, And here we cannot 
refuſe the late miniſtry their due praiſes ; who, 
tran p | fore- 


among other things, I underſtand it of the addreſs 
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foreſecing a ſtorm, provided for their own ſafety 
by two admirable expedients, by which, with great 
prudence, they have eſcaped the puniſhments due 
to pernicious counſels, and corrupt management. 


The firſt was to procure, under pretences- hardly 


ſpecious, a general act of indemnity, which cuts off 


all impeachments. The ſecond was yet more re- 
fined : ſuppoſe, for inſtance, a counſel is to be pur- 
ſued, which is neceſſary to carry on the dangerous 
deſigns of a prevailing party, to preſerve them in 


power, to gratify the unmeaſurable appetites of a 
few leaders civil and military, although by hazard- 


ing the ruin of the whole nation; this counſel, 
_ deſperate in itſelf, unprecedented in its nature, they 


procure a majority to form into an addreſs, which 

makes it look like the ſenſe of the nation. Under 

' that ſhelter they carry on the work, and lie fecure 
againſt after-reckonings, Y 


I muſt be ſo free to tell my meaning in this; at 


made to the Queen about three years ago, to de- 


| fire that her Majeſty would not conſent to a peace, 


without the entire reſtitution of Spain, A pro- 


ceeding which, to people abroad, muſt look like . 


the higheſt ſtrain of temerity, folly, and gaſconade. 


But we at home, who allow the promoters of that 


atvice to be no fools, can eafily comprehend the 


depth and myſtery of it. They were aſſured by 
this means to pin down the war upon us; conſe- 


quently to increaſe their own power and wealth, 


and multiply difficulties upon the Queen and king- 
dom, until they had fixed their party too firmly to 
be ſhaken, whenever they ſhould find themſelves 


diſpoſed to reverſe their addreſs, and give us leave 
to with for a peace. e 

If any man entertains a more favourable opinion 
of this monſtrous ſtep in politics, I would atk him, 
what we muſt do in caſe we find it impoſſible to 
recover Spain? Thoſe among the Whigs who be- 


lieve a God, will confeſs that the events of war 
lie in his hands; and the reſt of them, who ac- 
knowledge no fuch power, will allow, that fortune 
hath too great a ſhare in the good or ill ſucceſs of 
military actions to let a wife man reaſon upon 
them, as if they were entirely in his power. If 
Providence ſhall think fit to refuſe ſucceſs to our 


arms; with how ill 2 grace, with what thame and 
confuſion ſhall we be obliged to recant that preci- 


pitate addreſs, unleſs the world will be ſo charita- 
ble to conſider, that parliaments among us differ 


as much as princes; and that, by the fatal con- 


junction of many unhappy circumſtances, it is very 
| ns for our iſland to be repreſented ſometimes 


dy thoſe who have the leaſt pretenfions. So little 
truth or juſtice there is in what ſome pretend to 


advance, that the actions of former ſenates ought 


always to be treated with reſpect by the latter; 
that thoſe aſſemblies are all equally venerable, and 


no one to be preferred before another : by which 


argument the parliament that began the rebellion. 
_ againſt King Charles I. voted his trial, and appoint- 
ed his murderers, ought to be remembered with 


reſpect. 


But to return from this digreſſion: It is very 


plain, that conſidering the defectiveneſs of our laws, 
the variety of caſcs, the weaknets of the preroga- 


tive, the power, or the cunning of ill-defigning 


men, it is poſſible that many great abuſes may be 
viſibly committed, which cannot be legally puniſh- 
ed; eſpecially if we add to this, that ſome inqui- 


ries might probably involve thoſe, whom, upon o- 
ther accounts, it is not thought convenient to dif- 
turb. Therefore it is very falſe reaſoning, eſpeci- 
ally in the management of public affairs, to argue 
that men are innocent, becauſe the law hath not 


pronounced them guilty. 

I am apt to think it was to ſupply ſuch defects as 

theſe, that ſatire was firſt introduced into the world; 
: whereby 
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whereby thoſe, whom neither religion, nor natural 


virtne, nor fear of puniſhment, were able to keep 
within the bounds of their duty, might be with- 

held by the ſhame of having their crimes exported 
to open view in the ſtrongeſt colours, and them- 


| felves rendered odious to mankind. Perhaps all 


this may be little regarded by ſuch hardened and 
abandoned natures as.I have to deal with ; but next 


wo taming or binding a ſavage animal, the beſt ſer- 


vice you can do the neighbourhood is to give them 


warning either to arm themſelves or not come in 
mw. 3 Rn 


Could I have hoped for any ſigns of re ""Y 


from the leaders of that faction, I ſhould v 1 
_ gladly have changed my ſtyle, and forgot, or paſ- 
_ ed by, their million of enormities. But they are 


every day more fond of diſcovering their impotent 


kcal and malice : witneſs their conduct in the city 


about a fortnight ago, which had no other end 


imaginable, beſides that of perplexing our affairs, 
and endeavouring to make things deſperate, that 
_ themſelves may be thought neceffary. While they 


continue in this frantic mood, I ſhall not forbear 


to treat them as they deferve ; that is to ſay, as he 


inveterate, irreconcileable enemies to our country 
and its conſtitution. e 0 of 


Ne 39. Thurſday, May 3. 1711. 


Aus tulerit Gracchus de ſeditiane querentes? 


T Here have been certain topics of reproach U- 
berally beſtowed for ſome years paſt, by the 
Whigs and Tories upon cach other. We charge 
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the former with a deſign of deſtroying the efabliſh- 
edchurch, and introducing Faneticiſm and Freethink- 
ing in its ſtead. We accuſe them as enemies to 
monarchy ; as endeavouring to undermine the pre- 
fent form of government, and to build a common- 
wealth, or ſome new ſcheme of their own, upon 
its ruins, On the other fide, their clamours againſt 
us may be ſummed up in thoſe three formidable 
words, Popery, arbitrary power, and the pretender. 


Our accuſations againſt chem we endeavour to 


make good by certain overt acts; ſuch as their per - 
; — — abuſing che whole body of the p, their 
lared contempt for the very order o 


hood, their averſion againſt Epiſcopacy, the public 


encouragement and patronage they gave to Tindal, 


Toland, and other Atheiſtical writers; their ap- 


ters, excuſing their ſeparation, and laying the 


guilt of it to che obſtinacy of the church; their 
frequent endeavours to repeal the teſt, and their 
ſetting up the indulgence to ſcrupulous conſciences 
as a point of greater importance than the eftabliſh- 
ed worſhip. The regard they bear to our monarchy 


hath appeared by their open ridiculing the martyr» 
dom of K. Charles I. in their Calves-head clubs; 
their common diſcourſes, and. their pamphlets; 


their denying the unnatural war raiſed againſt that 


23 to have been a rebellion; their juſtifying 
His murder in the allowed papers of the weck; 
their induſtry in publiſhing and ſpreading ſeditious 
and republican tracts, ſuch as Ludlow's Memoirs, 


Sidney of Government, and many others; their 
endleſs lopping of the prerogative, and mincing in- 


to nothing her Majeſty's titles to the crown. 
What proofs they bring for our endeavouring to 
introduce Popery, arbitrary power, and the pretend- 
er, I cannot readily tell, and would be glad to 
hear : however, thoſe important words having, by 


dexterous management, been found of mighty fer- 
8 vice 


pearing as profeſſed advocates retained by the diſ- 


as « -- £12 OP if 
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vice to the cauſe, although applied with little co- 


bur, either of reaſon or juſtice : I have been con- 


ſidering, whether they may not be adapted to more 
proper objects. ae e 
As to Popery, which is the firſt of theſe; to deal 
plainly, I can hardly think there is any ſet of men 
among us, except the profeſſors of it, who have 
any direct intention to introduce it here; but the 


of us or the Whigs, be moſt likely to make way 


for it ? It is allowed on all hands, that among the 
methods concerted at Rome, for bringing over 
England into the boſom of the Catholic church, 
one of the chief was to ſend Jeſuits, and other e- 


miſſarics, in lay habits ; who perſonating tradeſmen 


and mechanics, ſhould mix with the people, and, 
under the pretence of a further and purer reforma- 
tion, endeavour to divide us into as many fects as 
poſſible; which would either put us under the ne- 


ceſſity of returning to our old errors to preſerve 
peace at home; or by our diviſions make way for 
ſome powerful neighbour, with the aſſiſtance of the 
pope's permiſſion and a confecrated banner, to con- 


vert and in/lave us at once, If this hath been rec- 


koned good politics, (and it was the beſt the Feſurt 
ſchools could invent), I appeal to any man, whether 

the Whigs, for many years paſt, have not been em- 
ployed in the very fame work? They profeſſed on 


all occaſions, that they knew no reaſon why any one 


ſyſtem of ffeculative opinions (as they term the doc- 
trines of the church) ſhould be eſtabliſhed by law, 
more than another; or why employments ſhould be 
confined to the religion of the magiſtrate, and that 


1 called the church eftabliſbed. The grand maxim they 


kid down was, That no man, for the ſake of a few 


notions and ceremonies, under the names of dofrine 
and diſcipline, ſhould be denied the liberty of ſerv- 
ung his country: as if places would go a-begging, 
1 | e FM ; unleſs 
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unleſs: Brownifts, Familiſts, Sweet ſingers, Quakers, 
Angbaptifts, and Muggletonians would take them off 
our h 
1 have been ſometimes imagining this ſcheme 
brought to perfection, and how diverting it would 
be to ſee half a dozen Sweet fingers on the bench 

in their ermines, and two or three - Quakers with 
their white ſtaves at court. I can only ſay, this 


ucing his own religion under the pretext of 


an univerſal liberty of conſcience, and that no differ- 

ence in religion ſhould make any in his favour. 

Accordingly, to fave appearances, he dealt ſome 
employments among. Difſenters of moſt denomina- 


'Y tions ; and what he did was no doubt in purtuance 


of the beſt advice he could get at home or abroad; | 
but the church thought it the moſt dangerous ſtep | 


he could take for her deſtruction. It is true King 


James admitted Popifts among the reſt, which the BY 


Whigs would not : but this is ſufficiently made up 


by a material circumſtance, wherein they ſeem to 


| have much outdone that prince, and to have car- 
ried their liberty of conſcience to a higher point, har- 
ing granted it to the claſſes of Freethinkers, 


_ (which the nice conſcience of a Popi/b prince would 


not give him leave to do), and were therein migh- 
tily overſeen ; becauſe it is agreed by the learned, 
that there is but a very narrow ſtep from Atheiſm 
to the other extreme, ſuperſtition. So that, upon 
the whole, whether the Whigs had any real de- 
_ ſign of bringing in Popery or no, it is very plain 


that they took the moſt effectual ſtep towards it; 


and if the Feſuits had been their immediate direc- 

tors, they could not have taught them better, nor 
have found apter ſcholars. 

Their ſecond accuſation is, that we encourage 


and maintain „nn power in a pr inces, and pꝛo- 


mote 


is the very counter - part of the late King | 
rene beſt . | 
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opinion, ſome writers did c 


mote inflaving ducirines among the people. This 


they go about to prove by inſtances, producing the 


particular opinions of certain divines in K. Charles 
Il. s reign, a decree of Oxford univerſity, and ſome 
few writers ſince the revolution What they mean 


is the principle of paſſtve-obedience and non reſiſtance, 
which thoſe who affim, did, I believe, never intend 
| ſhould include arbitrary power. However, altho” 


I am ſenſible that it is not reckoned prudent in a 


_ diſpute to make any conceſſions without the laſt ne- 


ceflity ; yet I do agree, that, in my own — | 
arry that tenet of paſſive 
obedience to a height, which ſeemed hardly conſiſt- 


ent with the liberties of a country, whoſe laws can 
neither be enacted nor repealed without the conſent 
of the whole people ; I mean not thoſe who affirm 


it due in general, as it certainly is, to the legifla- 


ture; but ſuch as fix it entirely in the prince's per- 
| fon. This laſt hath, I believe, been done by a very 
few; but when the #higs quote authors to prove it 
upon us, they bring in all who mention it as a duty 


in general, without applying it to princes abſtracted 


trom their ſenate. 


By thus freely declaring my own ſentiments of | 


| paſſive abedience, it will at leaſt appear that I do not 


write for a party; neither do I upon any occaſion 
pretend to ſpeak their ſentiments, but my own. 


The majority of the two houſes, and the preſent 


miniſtry (if thoſe be a party) ſeem to me in all their 


| proceedings to purſue the real intereſt of church 
and ftate; and if I thould happen to differ from 
particular perſons among them in a ſingle notion 
about government, I ſuppoſe they will not upon 


chat account explode me and my paper. However, 


as an anſwer once for all to the tedious ſcurrilities 


of thoſe idle people, who affirm I am hired and 
directed what to write; I muſt here inform them, 


chat their cenſure is an effect of their principles. 


neceſſity of em 
Ploying 


The preſent miniſtry are 
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e by advancing heterodox opinions. f 7 


But, to return, fu 
vines under K. Charles II. did a — the 
dorine of paſſive obedience to princes ; ſome allow- 
ance might be given to the memory of that unnat u- 
ral rebellion againſt his father, and the diſmal con- 
ſequences of reſiſtance. It is plain, by the proceed - 
ings of the churchmen before and at the revolu- 


tion, that this doctrine was. never defagned to ins 


troduce arbitrary porter. 
Lind voon the Bier add Difaters co bend 


a y of the ſame political faith; let us therefore ſee, 
what ſhare each of them had in advancing arbitrary 


power, It is manifeſt, that the Fanatics made Crom- 

well the moſt abſolute tyrant in Chriſtendom. The 
ee e of Lords, the army aboliſh- 
ed the rump, and 


employments from the late King James, as an ac- 


a King of England as — as the Turk. 'The 


_ - ah * late ＋ perpetually declared for 


— 8 in times of peace; 
n great ſtep 
to the ruin of liberty. They were beſides diſco- 
vering every day their inclinations to deſtroy the 
rights of the church, and declared their opinion 
in all companies againſt the biſhops ſitting in the 
houſe of Peers, which was exactly copying after their 


but whatever be the deſigns of innovating men, 
be aus fc chan lp ry as we may ſce by 


vel. -- 


two or three private di- 


army of ſaints he govern» 
ed. The Difſenters ook liberty of conſcience and 


knowledgment of his diſpenſing power; which makes | 


in Greece, and in the later | 
commonwealths r Italy, mentioned by Machia- 


In che third place, the Whigs accuſe us of a de- 
fig to bring in the pretender; * 
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1 —— A — 


_ predeceſſors of forty-mme, I need not ſay, their | 
real intentions were to make the King abſolute; 
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ai N ſuppoſe the Queen to be 
— 2 however is nov 


— * in thoſe who have ad- 
paradoxes concerning Greg 


and Guiſcard. Upon this article their charge is 


without ever offering to produce an in- 


ties of ad 2 8 are not 

become the moſt. zealous Whigs ? and 

thoſe are now, who kept a long cor · 
Germains? 


Ie is — very obſervable of late, that the 


Whigs, upon all occafions, profeſs their belief af 


the pretender's being no impoſtor, but a real prince, 


| been of the late Queen's s body; which, whether 
it be true — falſe, is very unſeaſonably advanced, 


ht ſuch an opinion muſt have 


5 wich che A nl if they once Trends believe 


— Neither is it at all bable, that the preten- 
dier himſelf dan Nr cher do 


expects — Diſſenters and 4 Whies, by his choice 
to invade the 


pes in the friendſhip he 


when the latter were moſt 
in credit; and he had reaſon to count upon the for- 


mer fromthe treatment they received from 
| his ſuppoſed r, and their joyful acceptance of 


it. But further, what could be more conſiſtent 
with the Whiggi/h notion of a revalution-principle, 
than to being i in the pretender ? A revolution-prin- 

ciple, as their writings and diſcourſes have taught 
us to define it, is a principle perpetually diſpoſing 


| men to revolutions : and this is ſuitable to the fa- 


L 2 mous 


* 
mous ſaying of a great 
the better : which how a maxim foever in ap- 
prarance, I take to be the truecharaCteriſtic of hoes 


A dog loves to turn round often; yet, e 
revolutions, he lies down to reft: but heads under 
the dominion of the moon are for perpetual changes, 
and perpetual revolutions : beſides, the Whigs owe all 
their wealth to wars and revelations ; ; like the girl 


_ at Bartholomew fair, who gets a penny by turn- | 
wy toand's hundred times with Frords in hee 


hands. 


have they brought in theſe laſt twenty years? In 


hort, they have been ſometimes able to procure a 
majority of pretenders in parliment; and wanted no- 
thing to render the work complete, * a pretender 


at their head. 


AY | No 40. Thurſday, May 20. wn ow 


Dos ft ms parentium virtus. 


1 Tock up a paper * ſome days ago in a coffee i 


1 houſe; and if the correctneſs of the ſtyle, and a 
ſuperior ſpirit i in it, had not immediately undeceived 
me, I ſhould have been apt to imagine I had been 

reading an Examiner. In this paper there wereſeve- 


ral important propofitions advanced. For in- 
ſtance, That © Providence raiſed up Mr. Harley to | 


* bean inſtrument of great good, in a very criti- 


„ Speaker $ congratulation of Mr. Harley, in the name of 
the — on his „ and * See the next number. f N 
| [1 c 
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| that the mor#Yevelutiony 


To conclude, the Whigs have 2 natural faculty of 
bringing in pretenders, and will therefore probably 

endeavour to bring in the great one at laſt. How 

many pretenders, to wit, honour, nobility, politics 


'M 
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with me, that this plural number muſt, in all x 
babilty, among other facts, take in the —1＋ 
_ Greg. 
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et cal juncture, when it was much wanted. That 


ee his very enemies acknowledge his eminent abili- 


e ties, and diſtinguiſhing merit, by their unwearied. 
« and reſtleſs endeavours againſt his perſon and 
reputation; that they have had an inveterate 
% - malice againſt both? fhut he hath been wonder- 
&« fully preſerved from sou unparallelled at- 
© tempts, with more to the ſame purpoſe. I im- 


mediately:computed, by rules of arithmetic, that, 
in the laſt cited words; there was ſomething more 
intended than the attempt of Guiſcard, which, 1 
' think, can properly paſs but for one of the $0ME. 
And, although I dare not pretend to gueſs the au- 
 thor's meaning; yet the expreſſion allows fuch a 
+ latitude, that I would venture to hold a wager, 


moſt readers, both hig and Tory, have agreed 
nets of 


- 


See now the difference of fiyles. Had I been to 
have told my · thoughts on this occaſion; inſtead of 


ſaying how Mr. Harlcy was treated d) ſome perſons, 


and preſerved from ſome unjaralied attempts, I 
ſhould, with intolerable bluntneſs and ill manners, 


have told a formal ſtory of a committee ſent to a 


condemned criminal in Newgate to bribe him with 


a pardon, on condition he would ſwear high trea- 


fon againſt his maſter, who diſcovered his correſ- 


pondence and ſecured his perſon, when a certain 
grave politician had given him warning to make his 


eſcape ; and by this means I ſhould have drawn 2 
whole ſwarm of hedge - writers to exhauſt their ca- 
| talogue of ſcurrilities a ainſt me, as 4 lar, and 2 © 
anderer. But, wich f 


ubmiſhon to the author of 
that forementioned paper; I think he hath carried 


that expreſſion to the utmoſt it will bear; for, af - 
ter all this noiſe, I know of but two attempts a- 
gainſt Mr. Harley, that can really be called un- 


id of Greg and 


L 3 Gulſcard 


However, cannot but 
pleaſure, chat a great part of 


8 
which 1 have been adorned with fo many decent 


epithets, hath been ſufficiently confirmed at feve- 
ral times by the reſolutions of one or the other 


| houſe of parliament. I may therefore now ſay, I 
hope, with good authority, that there hath been 


fame unparalled attempts againſt Mr. Harley : That 


the late miniſtry were j to blame in ome ma · 


nagements, which occaſioned the unfortunate | 
battle of Almanza, and the diſappointment at Tou- 


jon: That the public hath been grievouſſy wrong- 
eld by moſt notorious frauds during the Whig ad- 
 mumiſtration; that thoſe who adviſed the bringing 


in the Palatines, were enemies to the kingdom; 
of the revenue have not — | 


that the late managers 
by paiſed their accounts for a great part of 

Ave millions, and ought not to be truſted in fuch 
_ employments any more. Perhaps, in a little time, 


1 23 affirm ſome other paradoxes of 


uce the ſame vouchers. And 


perkaps ai, it had not been fo buſy a period, 


inſtead of one * the late miniſtry might 
have had abeve four hundred, each of whoſe little 


fingers would be heavier than my loins, It makes 


PETITE SAI (908 Whags's 


Thus, when the 18 of 1 had read funk 
the ſhip with the tempeſts they raiſed, it was neceſ - 


fary to ſmooth the ocean, and — the veſſel, in- 
ſtead of purſuing the offenders. 


But I obſerve the general expectation at preſent, 


** of dwelling any _ upon conyectures 


who 
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| wiſhes do even foretell the reward intended for - 
ſome ſuperior merit. Thus, among feveral de- 
ſerving perſons, there are tue whom the public 
vogue hath in a p 
'  figned very ſoon to receive the choiceſt marks of 
| the royal eg roach one of them to be placed in a 
very high ſtation, and b:th to increaſe the number 
of our nobility . This I fay, is the general con- 
1 jetture ; for I pretend to none, nor wi S 

able if it be not fulfilled; fince it is enough for their 


0 7 2 . . * * * 
. a 


| ſervices had raiſed a general opinion of his being 


 defigned of Britain: 


All the thread-bare topics of poets and orators were 
diſplayed to diſcover to us, that merit and virtue 
were the only nobility; and that the advantages of 

blood could not make a knave or a foo! either honeſt 


Py : 2 
5 1 a ( 
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_ whoisto be puniſhed for paſt miſcarriages, ſeems 


bent upon the rewards rewards intended to thofe who have 
been ſo bighly inſtrumental in reſcuing our conſti · 
tution from its late danger. It is the obſervation 
of Tacitus in the life of Agricola, that his eminent 


by the Emperor for prator 
Nullis in hoc ſuis ſermonibus, ſed quia par videbatury 
and then he adds, Non ſemper erat Fama, aliguando 

et eligit, The jud of 2 wiſe prince, and the 
diſpoſition of the , do often Point 
at the ſame perſon; and ſomerimes the 


manner ſingled out, as de- 


be 


honour, that the nation thinks them Eg * the 


greateſt rewards. 


Upon this occaſion 1 cannot but take notice, that 
of all the hereſies in politics profuſely ſcattered by 


the partiſans of the late adminiſtration, none ever a | 


diſpleaſed me more, or ſeemed to have more dan- 


gerous conſequences to monarchy, than that perni- 
cious talent ſo much affected of diſcovering a 
contempt for birth, family, and ancient nobituy. 


or wiſe, Moſt popular commotions we read of 
in the kiſtorics of Greece ane Home took thely vile 


® Hailey and $t, Job, Den 


rom unjuſt quarrels to the nobles ; and in the lat. 
ter, the pleberans incroachments on the patricians 
were the firſt cauſe of their ruin, +» 
_ _ Suppoſe there be nothing but opinion in the diffe 
rence of blood ; every body knows, that authority. 
is very much founded on opinion. But ſurely that 
difference is not wholly imaginary, The advan- 
tages of a liberal education, of chuſing the beſt 


_ companions to converſe with, not being under the 


neceſſity of practiſing little mean tricks by a ſcanty 
allowance, the enlarging of thought, and acquir- 
ing the knowledge of men and things by travel, the 
example of anceſtors inciting to great and good 
actions; theſe are uſually ſome of the opportunities 


that fall in the way of thoſe who are born of what „ 


ve call the better families: And allowing gerizs to 
be equal in them and the vulgar, the odds are clear- 
ly on their fide. Nay, we may obſerve in ſome, 
who, by the appearance of merit or favour of for- 
5 have riſen to great ſtations from an obſcure 
birth, that they have ſtill retained ſome ſordid vices 
of their parentage or educition, either inſatiable 
_ Evarice, or ignominicus falſehozd and corruption, 
'To fay the truth, the great neglect of education 
in ſeveral noble families, whoſe tons are ſuffered to 
paſs the moſt improveable ſeaſons of their youth in 
vice and idleneſs, have too much leflened their re- 
putation: but even this misfortune we owe, among 
all the reſt, to that Whiggi/b practice of reviling 


"the wniverſities under the pretence of their in- 


ſtilling pedantry, narrow principles, and high-church 
I would not be thought to undervalue merit and 
virtue, wherever they are to be found : but will 
allow them capable of the higheſt dignities in a 
ſtate, when they are in a very great degree of emi- 
nence. A pearl holds its value, though it be 
found in a dunghill; but however, that is not the 
moſt probable place to ſearch for it. Nay, I will 
1 5 £9 


dut im 


| have themſelves with inſolence. 


. THE . TAR 


go farther, and admit, that a man \ of quality with 
out merit is juſt ſo much the worſe for his quality; 
Aon nar x ry vices in a more public view, and 
him for them. But on the other ſide, 
2 are always undervaluing the ad- 
vantages of birth, and celebrating n 
have principally an eye to their own, which | 
ire fully ſariafied with, and which nobody will di 
pute — — they aan. | 
pudence and pre to be nobly born; 
becauſe this is a ſecret too nay for 


-4 en they affect to 
make it better than it is, as ey often. do, or be- 
But whatever may be the opinion of others upnws 
this ſubject, whole philoſophical ſcorn for blozd and 

families reacheth even- to thoſe that are royal, or 
perhaps took its riſe from a Whiggih contempt of 


; a the latter: I am pleaſed to find two ſuch inſtances. 
of extraordinary merit, as I have mentioned, join- 


ed with ancient and honourable birth; which, 
whether it be of real or imaginary value, hath been 
held in veneration by all wiſe polite ſtates both anci- 
ent and modern. And as — a foppery as men 
pretend to think it, nothing is more obſervable in 
_ thoſe who riſe to great place or wealth from mean 
originals, than their mighty ſolicitude to covince 
the world, that they are not ſo low as is commonly 
believed. They are glad to find it made out by 
ſome ſtrained genealogy, that they have a remote 
alliance with 2 romwell himſelf 


was pleaſed with the impudence of a flatterer, who 
_ undertook to prove him deſcended from a-branch 
of the royal ſtem. I know a citizen who adds or 
alters a letter in his name with every plumb he ac- 
quires ; he now wants only the 2 of a vow- 


ect 
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When L am upon this ſubject of #-bility, I: am 
forry for the occaſion given me to mention the loſs 
of a perſon who was ſo great 


principles of religion- and loyalty bad received no 1 
mixture from late infuſtons, but were inſtilled into 


him by his. illuſtrious father, and other noble ſpi- 
rits, who had W 


P — and — 
Kal piety was not only rewarded with long life, but 


with. a ſon, who; upon the like occaſion, would 


dave ſhewn the ſame reſolution. No man ever 


preſerved his dignity better when he was out 


of power, non ſhewed more affability when he was 
in. To conclude his character (which I do not 
| here pretend to draw) is fuch as his neareſt friends. 
may ſafely; truſt to the moſt impartial pen; nor 


wants the leaſt of chat allowance which, they fay, a 


| ns tho who are dead. 


r u. Furneſe, 1 re. ü eder Rocheſter, | 


No. 


mini 
mer. 


3 time ago, that ſeeds of diſſenſion had been 


© — * chat if ever obſerved any grols negleft, 
- which — give any juſt offence to reaſonable peo» 
| ple; I would take notice of it with that innocent 

; boldneſs which becometh an honeſt man, and a 
true lover of his 2 


how ſuch a liberty 
I thank God — — hs no occaſion given me 
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Atem cur diftringere coner, 
| Tutus ab e gs 


convince the wenld, that I am not grader — 


to . — the idle reproach of my being hired or 


clirected what to write in defence of — 2 
or for detecting the practices of the for- 
en I firſt undertook I firmly 


to perf 


at * . time pre- 

intruſt · 
| know not 

reſented ; but 


— — 
ed by ſo wiſe and e a = 


to exerciſe it; for I can ſafely affirm, that I have 


with the wimoſt rigour examined all the actions of 


the preſent miniſtry, as far as they fall under gene- 


ral cognifance, without being able to accuſe them 


of one ill or miſtaken ſtep. Obſerving indeed ſome 
enti> 
fully ſcattered from a certain corner, and fearing 
they began to riſe and ſpread, 1 immediately writ a 
paper on the ſubject, which I treated with that 

warmth I thought it required ; but the prudence of 


| thoſe at the * ſoon * this growing evil, 
| and 


* 


I have had indeed for ſome time a ſmall occaſion 
of quarrelling, which I thought too inconfiderable 
for a formal ſubject of complaint, although I have 
Hinted at it more than once. But it is grown at pre- 
ſent to as great a height, as a matter of that na- 


ture can poſſibly bear; and therefore I conceive it 
High time that an effectual ſtop ſhould be put to it. 
I have been amazed at the flaming licentiouſneſs of 


ſeveral weekly papers, which for ſome months paſt 
| have been chiefly employed in barefaced ſcurrilities 


acgainſt thoſe who are in the greateſt truſt and fa- 
_ wvour with the Queen, with the firſt and laſt letters 


of their names trequently printed, or ſome peri- 


pbraſis deſcribing their ſtation, or other innuendes = 


| conttived too plain to be miſtaken, The conſe- 
quence of which is (and it is natural it ſhould be 


), that their long impunity hach rendered them 


ſtill more audacious. 15 
At this time I particularly intend a paper called 


3 the Medley, whoſe indefatigable inceſſant railings a- 1 


gainſt me I never thought convenient to take notice 
of, becauſe it would have diverted my deſign, which 
I intended to be of public uſe. Beſides, I never 

yet obſerved that writer, or thoſe writers (for it is 


every way a Medley), to argue againſt any one ma- 


terial point or fact that I had advanced, or make 


one fair quotation. And after all, I knew very 


well how ſoon the world grows weary of contro- 
verſy. It is plain to me, that three or four hands 


at leaſt have been joined at times in that worthy 


compoſition ; but the outlines, as well as the fi- 
niſhing, ſeem to have been always the work of the 
ſame pen, as it is viſible from half a ſcore beauties 
of ſtyle inſeparable from it. But who theſe med- 
lers are, or where the judicious leaders have pick- 
ed them up, I ſhall never go about to conjecture : 
Factious rancour, falſe wit, abandoned ſcurrility, 
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and at preſent it ſeems likely to have no conſequen - 
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SOR... 4 and ſervile pedantry, index 
fo many fathers, and ſo few to own them, that Crt-- 


rioſity herſelf would not be at the pains to gueſs. 
It is the firſt time I ever did myſelf the honour to 


mention that admirable paper; nor could I1magine 
any occaſion likely to happen, that would make it 


neceſſary for me to engage with fuch an adverſary. 
This paper is weekly publiſhed, and as appears by 
the number, hath been ſo for ſeveral . — and 


s next to the Ober vater allowed to be the beſt Pro- 


duction of the party. Laſt week my.primter brought 


me that of May 7. No 32. where there are wo 
_ paragraphs relating to the Speaker of the houſe of 
Commons, and to Mr. Harley, which, as little as 

I am inclined to engage with fa 
cannot let paſs without failing in w duty to the 


ch an antagoniſt, I 


public: and if thoſe in power will ſuffer ſuch infa- 
mous inſinuat ions to paſs with impunity, they act 


i without precedent from 17136 of the 


world, 
I defire to open this matter, and leave the Whigs 
themſelves to determine upon it. 'The houſe of 


Commons refolved, nemine cor tradicente, that the 
| Speaker ſhould congratulate Mr. Harley's eſcape 


and recovery in the name of the houſe, uron his 


_ firſt attendance on their ſervice. This is according- 


ly done; and the ſpeech, together with the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer's, are printed by order of 


the houſe, The author of the Medley takes this 
| ſpeech to talk the very next weck after it is publiſh- 


ed; telling us in the aforeſaid paper, that © the 


_ © Speaker's commending Mr. Harley for being an 


* inſtrument of great good to the nation, was it 
* choſen flattery; becauſe Mr. Harley had brought 
the nation under great difficulties, to fay no 
* more,” He ſays, that when the Speaker tells 
* Mr. Harley, that Providence hath wonderfully 
preſerved him from ſome unparallelled attempts” 
(for that the Medley alludes to), hy he only revives 
Vo“. III. M a 


© a falſe and groundleſs calumny upon other men; 

« which is an inſtance of impotent, but inveterate 
4 malice that makes him [the Speaker] ſtill appear 
“ more vile and contemptible. This is an extract 
from his firſt paragraph. In the next this writer 
fays, that the Speaker's praying to God for the 
* continuance of Mr. Harley's lite, as an invalua- 
& ble blefling, was a fulſome piece of inſincerity, 
“ which expoſes him to ſhame and deriſion; be- 
* cauſe he is known to bear ill-will to Mr. Harley, 
to have an extreme bad opinion of him, and to | 
© to think him an obſtructor of thoſe fine meaſures 

he would bring about. 3 
I I now appeal to the Whigs themſelves, whether 


Queen, and a ſpeaker of the houſe of commons, 
were ever publicly treated after fo extraordinary a 
manner in the moſt licentious times ? For this is 
not a clandeſtine libel ſtolen into the world, but o- 
penly printed and fold with the bookſeller's name 
and place of abode at the bottom. And the junc- 
ture is admirable, when Mr. Harley is generally be- 
lieved upon the very point to be made an earl, and 
promoted to the moſt important ſtation of the 
kingdom; nay, the very marks of eſteem he hath 
ſo lately received from the whole repreſentative 
body of the people, are called ill. chaſen flattery, and 
—_—_ piece of inſincerity, expoſing the donors to 
ſhame and deriſion. | 1 ye 
Does this intrepid writer think he hath ſufficient- 
ly diſguiſed the matter by that ſtale artifice of al- 
tering the ſtory, and putting it as a ſuppoſed caſe ? 
Did any man, who ever ſaw the cy 
ſpeech, read either of thoſe paragraphs in the Med- 
ley without interpreting them juſt as I have done? 
Will the author declare upon his great ſincerity, 
that he never had any ſuch mcaning ? Is it enough, 
that a jury at Weſtminſter-hall would perhaps not 
find him guilty of defaming the Speaker * yo 
Harley 


a great miniſter of ſtate, in high favour with the | 


w ww 


rings 
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Harley in that paper? Which, however, I am 
much in doubt of too ; and muſt think the law ve- 
ry defective, if the reputation of ſuch perſons muſt 
he at the mercy of ſuch pens. I do not remember 


to have ſeen any libel, ſuppoſed to be writ with 
caution and double meaning in order to prevent 
proſecution, delivered under io thin a cover, or ſo 


. | 42 


unartificially made up as this, whether it were from 


an apprehenſion of his reader's dulneſs, or an ef- 


fect of his own. He hath tranſcribed the very 
phraſes of the Speaker, and put them in a differ- 


ent character, for fear they might paſs unobſerved, 
and to prevent all poſſibility = 


being miltaken, 1 
{hall be pleaſed to fee him have recourſe to the old 


miſſion I venture to charge upon the preſent mini- 


ſtry, who are too apt to deſpiſe little things, which 


however have not always little conſequences. _ 
When this paper was firſt undertaken, one deſign 


_ others was, to examine ſome of thoſe wri- 
o frequently publiſhed with an evil tendency 


either to religion or government; but I was long 


diverted by other inquiries, which I thought more 


immediately neceflary ; to animadvert upon mens 
actions, rather than their ſpeculations ; to ſhew the 


neceſſity there was of changing the miniſtry, that 
our conftitution in church and ſtate might be pre- 
ſerved; to expoſe ſome dangerous principles and 


practices under the former adminiſtration; and 
prove, by many inſtances, that thoſe who are now 


at the helm, are entirely in the true intereſt of 


prince and people. 'This I may modeſtly hope hath, 
in ſome meafure, been already done, ſufficient to 


anſwer the end propoſed; which was, to inform 


M 2 the 


_ evaſion, and fay, That I who make the application 
am chargeable with the abuſe : let any reader of 
either party be judge. Bur I cannot forbear aſſeri- 
| ing as my opinion, that for a miniſtry to endure 
ſuch open calumny, without calling the author ro 
account, is next to deferving it. And this is an o- 
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the ignorant, and thoſe at a diſtance, and to con- 
vince ſuch as are engaged in party from no other 


motive than that of conſcience. I know not whe- 
ther I thall have any appetite to continue this work 
much longer; if 1 do, perhaps ſome time may be 
ſpent in expoſing and overturning the falſe reafon- 


ings of thoſe who engage their pens on the other 3 | 


fide, without loſing me in vindicating myſelf a- 
gainſt their ſcurrilities, much leſs in retorting them. 
Of this fort there is a certain humble companion, a 
French maitre des langues *, who every month pu- 
blitheth an extract from votes, news- papers, {peech- 
es, and proclamations, larded with ſome inſipid re- 


marks of his own; which he calls, The political 


ftate of Great Britain, This ingenious piece, he 
tells us himſelf, is conſtantly tranſlated into French, 


and printed in Holland, where the Dutch no doubt 
_ conceive molt noble ſentiments of us conveyed 
through ſuch a vehicle, It is obſervable in his ac- 


count for April, that the vanity ſo predominant in 


many of his nation hath made him more concern- 
ed for the honour of Guiſcard, than the ſafety of | 

Mr. Harley. And for fear we ſhould think he 34 

worſe of his country upon that aſſaſſin's account, 


he tells us there have beea more murders, | 
cides, and villanies committed in England than any 
other part of the world. I cannot imagine how an 
illiterate foreigner, who is neither matter of our 


language, or indeed of common ſenſe, and who is 


devoted to a faction, I ſuppoſe for no other reaſon, 
but his having more big cuſtomers than Tories, 
ſhould take it into his head to write politic tracts of 
our affairs. But I prefume, he builds upon the 
foundation of having been called to an account for 


his inſolence in one of his former monthly produc- | 


tions; which is a method that ſeldom fails of giving 


tome vogue to the foolicheſt ee If ſuch 


* One Abel Boyer, 
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1 given letters have been lately ſent me, d 
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a work muſt be done, I with ſome tolerable hand 
would undertake it; and that we would not ſuffer 


2 little whiffling Frenchman to neglect his trade of 
teaching his language to our children, and preſume 


to nn — in our 2 
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Delifta majirum immeritus luec, 
 Romane, donec templa refecerts, 


 #ileſque labentes dearum. 


I would make honourable mention of the pious 


_ deſign of building fifty churches in ſeveral parts 
of London and Weſtminſter, where they- are moſt 


wanted, occaſioned by an addreſs of the convocation 


|. withe Queen, and recommended by her Majeſty to 


the houſe of Commons; who immediately promi- 


| fed they would enable her to accompliſh ſo excellent a 
defign, and are now preparing a bill accordingly, 1 


thought to have deferred any notice of this impor- 
tant affair until the end of this ſeſſion; at which 


time I propoſed to deliver a particular account of 


the great and uſeful things already performed by 


this preſent parliament. But in compliance to thoſe 


who give themſelves the trouble of adviſing me, 


and partly convinced by the reaſons - they offer, 1 


am content to beſtow a paper upon a ons thas. 


: indeed ſo well deſerveth it. 


The clergy, and whoever elſo have a true con- 
cern for the conſtitution of the church, cannot but 
be highly pleaſed with one proſpect in this new 


ſcene of affairs. They may Very well remem+ 


13 | | ber. 
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I = favour they imputed their 
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was like a cloud hanging over their heads; and if 
it happened to paſs without burſting into ſome ſtorm 
upon the church, we thanked God, and thought 
it an happy eſcape until the next meeting; upon 
which we reſumed our ſecret apprehenſions, al- 
though we were not allowed to believe any danger. 
Things are now altered, the parliament takes the 
neceſſities of the church into conſideration, receives 
the propoſals of the clergy met in convocation, 


and amidit all the exigencies of a long expenſive war 5 #} 
and under the preſſure of heavy. debts, finds a ſupply | 


for erecting fifty edifices for the ſervice of God. 
And it appears by the addreſs of the Commons to 


her Majeſty upon this occaſion, (wherein they dif |} 
covered a true ſpirit of religion), that applying the } 
money granted to accompliſh ſo excellent a deſign, | 

would, in their opinion, be the moſt effeftual way |} 


of carrying on the war; that it would (to uſe their 
own words) “be a means of drawing down blefſ- 


« ings on her Majeſty's undertakings, as it adds to | 


* the number of thoſe places, where the prayers 
of her devout and faithful ſubjects will be daily 


offered up to God for the proſperity of her go- 


vernment at home, and the fucceſs of her arms 
„ abroad.” „ | | 5 3 


i l am ſometimes hoping, that we are not natural - 
9 ſo bad a people as we have appeared for ſome 


years paſt, Faclion, in order to ſupport itſelf, is 


nes, that as long as it prevails, the genius 
af a nation is overpreſſed, and cannot appear to 


-- exert itſelf; but when that is broken and ſupprefſ- 

ed, when things return to the old courſe, mankind 
will naturally Fan to act from principles of reaſon 
und religion. The Romans, upon a great victory 


or eſcape from public danger, frequently built a 
- temple in honour of ſome god, to whoſe peculiar 

3 or delivery: and 
5 ſometimes 
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nerally forced to make uſe of ſuch abominable 


ed to fo little account. But what 


| tain Graunt, publiſhed ſome obſervations upon 
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ſometimes the general did the like, at his own R- 
pence, to acquit himſelf of — vow he had 


made. How little of any thing reſembling this hath 


been done by us after all our victories l And per- 
haps for that reaſon, among others, they have turn- 


we expect? 
We acted all along as if we believed nothing of a 


God, or his providence ; and therefore it was con- 


ſiſtent to offer up our edifices only to thoſe whiom 
we looked upon as givers of all victory in his ſtead. 


l have computed that fifty churches may be built, 
dy a medium, at ſix thouſand pounds for a church, 


which is ſomewhat under ay ge of a ſubjef's pa- 
lace ; yet perhaps the care of above two hundred 
thouſand fouls, with the benefit of their prayers for 


|} the proſperity of their Queen and country, may be 
|| almoſt put in the balance with the domeſtic conves 
| nience, or even magnificence of any ſubjac what - 


Cap 


bills of mortality about five years after the gera- 


Sir William Petty, wha, under the name of 


tion, tells us the pariſhes in London were even then 
fo unequally divided, that ſome were two hundred 


times larger than others. Since that time the in- 
creaſe of trade, the frequency of parliaments, the 
deſire of living in the metropolis, together with 
that genius for building which began hes the fire, 
and have ever fince continued, have prodigiouſly 


_ enlarged this town on all ſides, where it was capa- 
ble of increaſe; and thoſe tracts of land built into 
| fireets have generally continued of the ſame pariſh. 

| they belonged to while they lay in fields; fo 
chat the care of above thirty thouſand fouls hath 


been ſometimes committed to one miniſter, whoſe 


Church would hardly contain the twenticth part of 


his flock : ncither, I think. was any family in thoſe 
== obliged to pay above a groat a- year to their 
ual paſtor. Some few of thoſe pariſhes have 


bio fince divided, in others were erected 
of eaſe, where a preacher is maintained 
contribution. Such poor ſhifts and ex] 
rhe infinite ſhame and ſcandal of ſo vaſ 
riſhing a city, have been thought ſufficient for the | 
ſervice of God and religion, as if they were circum- MM 
ſtances wholly indifferent. 1 
This defect among other conſequences of it hath 
made ſchiſm a ſort of neceſſary evil; there being at 
leaſt three hundred thouſand inhabitants in this 
town whom the churches would not be able to con- 
tain, if the people were ever ſo well difpoſed : and 
in a city not overſtocked with zeal, the only way 
to preſerve any degree of religion, is to make all 
attendance upon the duties of it as eaſy and cheap 
as poſſible; whereas, on the contrary, in the lar- 


— 
tents, to 
t and flou- 


ger pariſhes the preſs is ſo great, and the pew- Þ 


rs tax ſo exorbitant, that thoſe who love to 


fave trouble and money, either ſtay at home or re- 


tire to the conventicles, I believe there are few ex- 
amples, in any Chriſtian country, of ſo great a ne- 


glect of — and the diſſenting teachers have 1 


made their advantage largely by it, {wing tares a- 
mong the wheat while men flept, being much mere |! 
expert at procuring contributions, which is a trade 
4 are bred up in, than 1 men of a liberal educa- 


And to fay wrath, the way y pradtifed by feveral 
*—ĩ in and about chis town, of maintaining 
their clergy by voluntary ſubſcriptions, is- not only 
an indignity to the character, but hath many per- 
nicious conſequences attending it; ſucls a precari- 
_ ous dependence ſubjecting a clergyman, who hath 
not more than ordinary ſpirit and reſolution, - io 
many inconveniencies, which are obvious to ima- 
gine ; but this defect will no doubt be remedied by 
the wiſdom and piety of the preſent parliament, | 
and a tax laid upon every houſe in a pariſh for the | 
fupport of their — Neither indeed can it by | 
| conceived, | 
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conceived, why a houſe whoſe purchaſe is not rec 
koned- above one third leſs than land of the ſame 
yearly rent, ſhould not pay a twentieth part annu- 


ally (which is balf-tithe) to the ſupport of the mi- 
niſter. One thing I could with, that, in fixing the 


maintenance of the ſeveral miniſters in theſe new» 
intended pariſhes, no determinate ſum of money 
may be named, which in all perpetuities ought by 


any means to be avoided, but rather a tax in pro» 


portion to the rent of each houſe, although it be 
* a twentieth, or even a thirtieth part. The 


contrary of this, I am told, was done in ſeveral pa- 
riſhes of the city after the fire, where the incum- 


bent and his ſucceſſors were to receive for ever a 
certain ſum; for example, one or two hundred 
pounds a-year, But the lawgivers did not conſider, 


that what we call at preſent one hundred pounds 

will not in proceſs of time have the intrinſic value 

of twenty; as twenty pounds now are hardly equal 
to forty ſhillings three hundred years ago. There 
are a thoufand inſtances of this all over England 

in reſerved rents applied to hoſpitals, in old chiet- 

_ Ties, and even among the clergy themſelves, in 

f thoſe payments which, I think, they call a i 
A s no prince had ever better difpofitions than 


her preſent Majeſty for the advancement of true 
religion; fo there never was. any age, that produce 


cd greater occaſions to employ them on. It is an 


unſpeakable misfortune, that any deſign of ſo ex- 
cellent a Queen ſhould be checked by the neceſſities 


of a long and ruinous war, which the folly or cor- 
ruption of madern politicians have involved us in a- 


gainſt all the maxims whereby our country flouriſhs 
ed fo many hundred years: elſe her Majeſty's care 
of religion would certainly have reached even to 


her American plantations. ' Thoſe noble countries 


Rocked by numbers from hence, whereof too many 
are in no very great reputation for faith or morals, 
will be a perpetual reproach to us, until ſome bet- 
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ter care be taken for cultivating Chriſtianity among 
them. If the governors of thoſe ſeveral colonies 
Were obliged at certain times to tranſmit an exact 
zepreſentation of the ſtate of religion in their ſeve- 
ral diſtrifts, and the legiſlature here would, in time 
of leiſure, take that affair under their confiders- 
tion, it might be perfected with little difficulty, and 
be a great — 9 of Bar * : 


3 to wave further ſpeculations upon ſo remote 
a ſcene, while we have ſubjects enough to employ 
them on at home: it is to be hoped the clergy will 


E not ſlip any proper opportunity of improving the 


— of the Queen and kingdom tor 
the of the church ; when, by 
ple of times paſt, Ly conſider how rarely fuch |} 

conjunctures are ; 

| method were thought on towards repairing of 
churches? for which there is !ike to be too frequent 
— vo thoſe ancient Gothic ſtructures —_ 
= hoy going every year to deca hat 
2 rebuilding them by cha- } 
ble collections — 4 in my opinion, not very 


like to happen. What if ſome | 


ſuitable eicher to the dignity and uſefulneſs of the | 


work, or to the honour of our country; ſince it 
might be eaſily done with very little charge to the 
public in a much more decent and honourable man- 
ner, while parliaments are ſo frequently called. 
But theſe and other regulations muſt be left to a 

time of peace; which 1 ſhall humbly preſume to 
wiſh may ſoon be our ſhare, however offenſive it 


map be to any, either abroad or at. lame, who w_— 1 


— wor. 
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1 one which is ſure to ſtick ; and in time each 


: His g been forced in my pa 


_ quarrels uſually proceed to their beloved ar 


$ 
+ i — at firſt intended or a reproach. Of this kind 
| were the Praſini and Veneti, the Guelfs and Gibe- 
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Scilicit, ut foſſis curvo dignoſeere reflum.. 


pers to uſe the cant 
words of Whig and Tory, which have ſo often va- 


ried their ſignifications for twenty years paſt; I think 
it neceſſary to ſay ſomething of the ſeveral — 


thoſe two terms have undergone ſince that 


and then to tell the reader what I have always un- 
derſtood by each of them, fince I undertook this 
work. I reckon that theſe forts of conceited ap- 
pellations are uſually invented by the vulgar ; — 4 
not troubling themſclves to examine thorou 
the merits of a cauſe, are conſequently the 


violent partiſans of what they eſpouſe, and in their 
of calling names, until at 


gument 
length they light upon 


proud of that a n, which their adver- 


lines, Huguenots and Papiſts, Roundheads and 
Cavaliers, with many others of ancient and modern 
date. Among us of late there ſeems to have been 
a barrenneſs of invention in this point; the words 


| Whig and Tory, although they be not much above 


thirty years old, having been preſſed to the ſervice 
of many ſucceſſions of parties with very different 
ideas faſtened to them. This diſtinction, I think, 


began towards the later part of King Charles II. s 


reign, was dropt during that of his ucceſſor, and 
then revived at the revolution ; * which it hath 


. perpetually flouriſhed, although lied to very 
3 


different kinds of principles and perſons, In that 
convention of Lords and Commons, ſome of 3 
| houſes 


Houſes were for a ency tothe Prince of 
with a reſervation 12 9 23 and title to the — 
King, which ſhould vga made uſe of in all public 
acts: others, when they were brought to allow the 
throne vacant, thought the ſucceſſion ſhould im- 
mediately go to the next heir, according to the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, as if the laſt 
King were actually dead. And although the dif 
ſenting Lords (in whoſe houſe the chief oppoſition 


was) did at laſt yield both thoſe points, took the 


oaths to the new King, and many of them employ- 
ments; yet they were looked upon with an evil ey 


5 by the warm zealots of the other ſide; neither did 


the court ever heartily favour any of them, although 


ſome of them were of the moſt eminent for abili- - | 
ties and virtue, and ſerved that prince both in his 


councils and his army with untainted faith. It was 
apprehended at the ſame time, and perhaps it might 


| have been true, that many of the clergy would | 
have been better pleaſed with the ſcheme of a re | 
cy, or at leaſt an uninterrupted lineal ſucceſſion, 


r the ſake of thoſe whoſe conſciences were truly 
2 and they thought there were ſome cir- 
cumſtances in the caſe of the deprived biſhops, that 
looked a little hard, or at leaſt deſerved commile- 
ration. 1 
"Theſe and other the like eeficBiions did, as 1 


conceive, revive the denominations of Whig and E 


* 
me time after the de the diſtinction of 


high and hw church came in, which was raiſed by | 


| the Difſenters in order to break the church-party 
by dividing the members into high and low ; and 


the opinion raiſed, that the high joined with the 1 
Papiſt, inclined the low to fall in with the Diſſent» 


e. 


principles, which, in the ſeveral periods of the late 
Party. 


And here 1 ſhall ** leave to W ſome 14 


reign, ſerved to denote a man of one or the other 


3 "= 


e 


pacty. To de againſt a ſtanding army 
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of peace was all High- church, Tory, and fantivy ; 
to differ from a majority of biſhops was the fame. 
To raiſe the prerogative above law for ſerving a 
turn, was Low-church and Whig. 'The opinion of 
the majority in the houſe of Commons, eſpecially 
of the country-party or landed intereſt, was High- 


| fy and rank Tory. To exalt the King's ſupremacy 
beyond all precedent, was Lau- church, Whirgiſh, 
and Maderate. To make the leaſt doubt of the 


pretended Prince's being ſuppoſititious, and a filer's 
on, was, in their phraſe, Top and Top-gallant, and 
per ſect Jacebitiſm. To reſume the moſt exorbitant 


grants that were ever given to a ſet of profligate fa- 


vourites, and apply them to the public, was the 
very quinteſſence of Teryiſm; notwithſtanding thoſe 


at the time of the revolution. Bur as to that con- 


cerning the pretender, the H#higs have fo far re- 


nounced it, that they are grown the great advo- 
cates for his legitimacy ;- which gives me the op- 
portunity of vindicating a noble Duke, who was 
accuſed of a blunder in the houſe, when, upon a 


Lord's mentioning the preterded prince, his Grace 


told the Lords, © He muſt be plain with them, 


and call that perſon, not the pretended prince, 
© but the pretended impoſtor: which was ſo far 


from a bluder in that polire Lord, as his ill willers 

give out, that it was only a refined way of deliver» 

ing the avowed ſentiments of his whole party. 
But to return: This was the ſtate of principles, 


when the Queen came to the crown; ſome time 


after which it pleaſed certain great perſons, who had 


| deen all their lives in the altitude of Tory profel- | 


Vor. HI, N hon, 


4 — 


grants were known to be acquired by facrificing the 
honour and wealth of England, wow» 

In moſt of theſe principles the two parties ſeem 

to have ſhifred opinions, ſince their inſtitution un- 

der K. Charles II. and indeed to have gone very 

different from what was expected from each, even 


this nation, that they might 
abroad; while another 
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om they could get better terms than from their 
friends, who began to be reſty, and would not 
allow monopolies of power and favour, nor con- 
ſent to carry on the war entir ly at the expenſe of 
ave penſions from 

people, more immediately 
concerned in che war, — with the enemy as 


in times of peace; whereas the other party, whoſe 


caſe appeared then as deſperate, was ready to yield 


to any conditions that would bring them into play. 
And I cannot help affirming, that this nation was 
made a facrifice to the unmeaſurable appetite of 


power and wealth in a very few, that ſhall be 


nameleſs. who, in every ſtep they made, acted di- 
rectly againſt what they had always > 
i his Royal Highneſs the Prince “ had died ſome 
Fears, (who was a perpetual check in their career, 
it is — to think how far _y 9 have gow 3 
ceeded. | 


s profeſſed. And 


Since chat time che bulk of the Whigs a 


rather to be linked to a certain ſet of perſons, than 


any certain ſet of principles; ſo that if I were to 


define a member of that party, I ſhould ſay, He 1 
was one who beheved in the late miniſtry. And 


therefore whatever I have affirmed of the Mhigi in 
any of theſe papers, or objected againſt them, 


ought to be underſtood either of thoſe who were 


partiſans of the late men in power and privy to their 
defigns, -or fuch who joined with them from a hat- 


red to our monarchy and church, as unbelievers 
and D 
had been gnilty of much corruption, and dreaded 
a change, which would not only put a ſtop to fur- 
ther abuſes for the future, but might perhaps in- 
troduce examinations of what was paſt; or thoſe 
ow had been too highly obliged to quit their * 


enters of all fizes ; or men in office, who 


A ® Prince Grerge of Pu. | 
| porters 


enen, 
whom 
old 
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hend mighty KS: 
I believe, the greateſt. part of ſuch well- meaning 
2 people are now thoroughly converted. 


147 


2 with any common decency ; or laſtly, the 


ey-traders, who could never hope to make 
— — fo well of premiums, and exorbitant 
intereſt, and high remittances, by other admini- 
tration. =» 
Under theſe heads may be reduced n 
body of thoſe whom I have all along underſtood 


for IWhigs : for I do not include within this number 
any of thoſe who have been miſled by ignorance, or 
ſequced by plauſible pretences, to think better of 


that fort of men than they deſerve, and to appre-- 
dangers from their diigrace ; becauſe, 


n r 


flantaſtia names of Wig and Tory have at preſent 


little relation to thoſe opinions, which were 


nn firſt thought to diſtinguith them: | Whoever 
formerly profeſſed himſelf to approve the re- 


valution, to be againſt the pretender, to juſtify the 


ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, to think the 
Britiſh monarchy not abſolute, but limited by laws 
which the executive power could not diſpenſe with, 
and to allow an indulgence to ſcrupulous conſci- 


ences ; ſuch a man was content to be called a Whig. 
On the other fide, whoever afferted the Queen's 
hereditary right, that the perſons of princes were 
facred, their lawful authority: not to be reſiſted on 
any pretence; nor even their uſurpation, without 
the moſt extreme neceflity ; that breaches in the 


ſucceſſion were high! y dangerous: that ſchiſm was 
great evil both in it 


If and its — that 
the ruin of the church would probably be attended 
wich that of the fate; that no power thould be 


truſted with thoſe who are not of the cſtabliſhed re- 


Ugion, ſuch a man was uſually called a Tory. Now, 
although the opinions of both theſe are v 
fiſtent and I really think are maintained at hour — by 


cen majority of rhe kingdom: yet, according as 
5 & men 
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men apprehend the danger greater, either from the 
Pretender and his party, or from the violence and 
_ cunning of other en mies to the conſtitution, ſo 


their common diſcourſes and reaſonings turn einer 


to rhe firſt or ſecond ſet of theſe opinions I have 
mentioned, and they are conſequently either 
i#hizs or Tories * Which is as if two brot lers appre- 
6 hended their houſe would be fet upon, but diſa- 
greed about the place from whence they thought 
the ro)becrs would come, and therefore would go on 
different tides to defend it; they muſt needs weaken 
and expoſe themſelves by ſuch a feparation; and fo 


did we, only our cafe was worſe; for, in order to 
keep off a weak remote enemy, from whom we 


could not ſuddenly apprehend any danger, we took 


a nearer and a /tronger one into the louſe. I make 
no compariſon at all between the two enemies; 


opery and fluvery are without doubt the greateſt 


and moiſt dreadful of any ; but I may venture to 
affirm, that the fears of theſe have not, at leaſt 
ſince the revo/ution, been ſo cloſe and preſſing upon 


us as that from ar.cther fuclion; excepting only one 
ſhort period, when the leaders of that very faction 


invited the abdicated king to return; of which 1 


have formerly taken notice. 


Having thus declared, what ſort of — 1 1 
have always meant under the denomination of 
li. Whigs, it will be eaſy to ſhew whom I underſtand by 
I Tories. Such whole principles in church and ſtate 


are what 1 have above related; whoſe actions are 
derived from thence, and who have no attachment 


to any ſet of miniſters, further than as they are | 


friends to the conftitution in all its parts; but will 


do their utmoſt to ſave cheir prince and country, 


whoever be at the helm. 
By theſe deſcriptions of Whig and 7 ry, I am ſens 
ſible thoſe names are given to ſeveral perſons v 


undeſervedly; and that many a man is called by 
one or the — who bas not the leaſt title E the 
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blame or praiſe I have beſtowed | on each N 
throughout my papers. 


x rex 5 


No. 44 Thurſday, June * 1711. | 
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Mogna vis eft, magnum 3. unum et idem fo 
nit Iinatus. ; . 


e calls to mind the clamour and the ca · 
lumny, the artiſicial fears and jealouſies, the 


ſhameful miſrepreſentations of perſons and of things, 
that were raiſed and fpread by the leaders and in. 
| firuments of a cert4:n party, upon the change of 
| the laſt miniſtry and diſfolution of parliament; if 
| he be a true lover of his country, muſt feel a 
mighty pleafure, although mixed with ſome indig- 


nation, to fee the wiſhes, the conjectures, the en- 


deavours of an inveterate faction entirely. r. 


pointed; and this important r wholly ff | 
in reſtoring the prerogative of the prince, .an "EE 
berty to the ſubject ; in reforming paſt abuſes and & 
preventing future, fopplying o deficiencics, pro- 
viding for debts, reſtoring the clergy to their rights, . 
and taking care of the neceſſitics of the church; 
and all this unattended with any of thoſe misfor- - 


tunes which ſome men hoped. for, white they ai 
tended to fear... 


For my own part, I muſt confeſs. che difkcultibs £ 


appeared ſo great to me from ſuch a noiſe and 
ſhew of oppoſition, that I thought nothing bur th 


abfolute neceſſ ity of affairs could ever Juſtify is "2 T 
ing an attempt. But a wile and good prince, at- 


the head of an able miniſtry; and of a ſenate freely 
choſen, all united to pur rfue the true intereſt of 


their country is a power againſt which rhe 
inferior politics of any. faction will be able to 


N-3. 
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no long reſiſtance. To this we may add one addi» | 
tional ſtrength, which, in the opinion of our ad- 
verſaries, is the greateſt and juſteſt of any; I mean 
the vox. populi, ſo indiſputably declarative on the 
fame fide. I am apt to believe, when theſe diſcard- 
ed politicians begin ſeriouſſy to conſider all this, 
they. will think it proper to give out, and reſerve | 
their wiſdom for ſome more convenient juncture. 
It is pleaſant enough to obſerve, that thoſe who 
were the chief inftruments of raiſing the noiſe, 
who ſtarted fears, beſpoke dangers, and formed 
_ ominous prognoſtics, in order to fcare the allies, 
to ſpirit the —_ and fright ignorant people at 
home, made uſe of thoſe very opinions themſelves 
had broached, for arguments to prove, that the 
change of miniſters was dangerous and unſcaſona+ | 
he. But if a houſe be ſwept, the more occaſion |! 
is there for ſuch a work, the more dt it will raiſe; | 
ik it be going to ruin, the repairs, however neceh> | 
tary, will make à noiſe, and diſturb the neighbourhood 
a while, And as to the rejoicings made in France, 
if it be true that they had any, upon the news of | 
thoſe alterations among us; their joy was grounded } 
upon the ſame hopes with that of the Whigs, who 
. comforted themſelves, that the change of miniſtry | 
and parliament would infallibly put us all into con- 
fuſion, increaſe our diviſions, and deſtroy our exe- - 
dit, wherein I ſuppoſe by this time they are equally 
„„ „ I ne 
But this long ſeſſion being in a manner ended, | 
which ſeveral circumſtances, and one accident ako- | 
r unforeſeen, have drawn out beyond the u- 
ſual time; it may be fome ſmall piece of juſtice to 
To excellent an aſſembly, barely to mention a feu 
of thoſe great things they have done for the ſervice 
of their Queen and country, which I ſhall take no- 
tice. of juſt as they come to my memory. : 
Iaue credit of the nation began migttily to ſuffer | 
by a diſcount upon exchequer-bills, which _ 


en 
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their houſes burnt, their plantations deſtroyed, and 
many of the inhabitants carried away priſoners ; 
_ they had often, for ſome years paſt, applied in vain 
for relief from hence; until the preſent parliament, 
_ conſidering their condition as a caſe of juſtice and 
mercy, voted them one hundred thouſand pounds. 


by: done of my weekly monitors for pretending, in a 
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been generally reckoned the ſureſt and moſt ſacred! 
of all ſecurities, er Lord Treaturer, chen 


raiſing them to a par with ſpecte ;. and fo they have. 


ever fince continued. 
The Britiſh colonies of Nevis and St. Chriſto- 
cher s had been miſerably plundered by the French, 


by way of recompenſe in ſome. manner For _ | 


ſufferings. 


Some perſons, whom the. voice of the nation uu 


thorifeth o me to call her enemies, taking adv 

of the general naturalization-a&t, had invited over 
a great number of foreigners of all religions, un- 
der the name of Palatines, who underſtood no trade 
or handicraft, yet rather choſe to beg than labour; 
who, beſides: infeſting our ſtreets, brech e 


diſeaſes, 


by which-ve fen in notiver thrice the 2 


der of what we gained in for eigner t. The houſe of 


Commons, as a remedy againſt this evil, brought 


in a dill for repealing that at of general naturall- 
zation; which, to the ſurpriſe of moſt people, was 


rejected by the Lords. And upon this occaſion I 
muſt allow myſelf to have been juſtly rebuked | by 


former paper, to hope that law would be repealed; 


wherein the Commons —_ diſappointed, took 
care however to ſend many o 


the Palatmes away, 


and to repreſent their being invited en 
eious counſel. 

The quali ifcation-bill, incapacitating all men to 
ſerve in parliament, who have not ſome eſtate in 


land ether | in — or certain reverſion, is =_ 
— 


1 
* 
1 


haps the greateſt ſecurity that- ever was contrived 


for preſerving” the conſtitution, which otherwiſe 
might in a little time lie wholly at the mercy of the 
mene yed intereſt,, And ſince much the greateſt part 
of the taxes is paid cither immediately from land 
or from its productions, it is but common juſtice, 
that thoſe who are the proprietors ſhould appoint 


what portion of it ought to go to the ſupport of 
the public; otherwiſe the ingroſſers of money would 


be apt to lay heavy loads on others, which them- 
ſelves never touch with one of their fingers... 
The public debts were ſo prodigiouſſy increaſed. 


by the negligence and corruption of thoſe who had 
been managers of the revenue, that the late mini- 
ſters, like careleſs men. who run out their fortuncs, 
| were ſo far from any thoughts of payment, that 
that they. had. not the courage to ſtate or compute | 
The parliament found, that thirty-five mil. 


them. 
ons had never been accounted for; and that the 


debt on the navy, wholly unprovided for, amount - 


_ ed to nine millions. The late Chancellor of the 


 Exchequer-*, ſuitable to his tranſcendent genius fr 
public affairs, propoſed a fund to be ſecurity for 


that immenſe debt, which is now confirmed by a 
law, and. is likely to prove the greateſt reſtoration 
and eſtabliſhment of the kingdom's credit. Not 


content with. this, the legiſlature hath appointed 


commiſſioners of accounts to inſpect into paſt miſ- 


managements of the public money, and prevent 


them for the future. 


have, in a former paper; mentioned the act for 
building fifty. new churches in London and Weſt⸗ 
muaſter, with a fund appropriated: for that pious 
and noble work, But while I am mentioning acts 


of piety, it would be unjuſt to conceal my. Lord 
High Treafurer's concern for religion, which hath 


extended even to another kingdom: his. Lordſhip 
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=_—_ guards; the diligent and effectual 1 made 
| I might 


|  ſhew their cheerful readineſs in granting 
ſupplies; their great unanimity, not to be broken 
by all the arts of a malicious and cunn 


|| -_- 


he act for carrying on a trade to the South-les, 


is "i Fc 
WS & 


the firſt fruits and tenths-to the clergy of Ireland, 


| - as he is known to have before done to that Reve- 


rend body here r. 


propoſed by the ſame great perſon, whoſe thoughts 
are — employed, and ever with ſucceſs, 


on che good of his country, will in all probabili- 


ty, if duly executed, be of mighty advantage to-the 


I might go on further, and mention that ſcaſon- 


able law againſt exceflive gaming; the putting a 


ſtop to that ſcandalous fraud of falſe muſters in 


by the commons into ſeveral groſs abuſes. 1 
produce many inſtances of their impartial juſtice in 
deciding controverted elections againſt former. e- 
ample, and great provocations to retaliate, _— 


py = 2 
their unfeigned duty ta the Queen; and laſty, that 


ſentation made to her Majeſty from the houſe 


1mnons, diſcovering fuch a ſpirit and: diſpo- 
tion in that noble afſembiy ro redreſs all thoſe 
evils which a long male-adminiſtration. had broughs. 


It is probable, that truſting only to my memory 
I may have omitted many things of great import- 


ance; neuher do I pretend further, in the compaſs 


| of this paper, than to give the world ſome general, 
| however imperfeft, idea how worthily this great 


aſſembly hath diſcharged the truſt of thoſe who fo. 


dope and expect from the piety, courage, wiſdom,, 


+ Ses the author's letters to Archbiſhop King, 


and! 


„ n enn, Now. 


and loyalty of ſuch excellent patriots in a time ſo 


EO Cs <> na che pa OS 


And now 1 conceive the main defign I had in 
writing theſe papers is fully executed. A great 
of the nation is at length thoroughly con- 


majority 
vinced, that the Queen proceeded with the higheſt 


wiſdom in changing her miniſtry and parliament; 


that under a former adminiſtration the reateſt a- 
buſes of all kinds were committed, an he moſt 


dangerous attempts againſt the conſtitution for 


ſome time intended. The whole kingdom finds the 


preſent perſons in power directly and openly pur- 


ſuing the true ſervice of their Queen and country; 
und to be ſach whom their moſt bitter enemies can- | 
not tax with bribery, covetouſneſs, ambition, pride, | 
— Infolence, r pernicious principles in religion | 8 


For my own particular, thoſs little barking curs, 


which have fo conftandy purſued me, I take to be 
e to what I have written, 
flaves of old, placed behind the 
in mind of his mortali- 
; which was but a thing of form, and made no 


_ of no further 
than the 
chariot to put the 


or diſturbance in the ſhow. However, if theſe 
tual ſnarlers againſt me had the ſame deſign, 


dle of uttering fo much ſcurrility, dulneſs, falſe- 


hood, and impertinence, * 1 


3 
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muſt own they have effectually compaſſed it; ſince 
nothing can well be more mortifying than to reflect, 
chat I am of the fame ſpecies with creatures capa- 
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Melius non tangere clam, 


x Hen a general ral hath conquered an army, and 
reduced a country to obedience, he often 


| Kndeth it neceſſary to ſend out ſmall bodies, in or- 


der to take in petty caſtles and forts ; and beat lit- 
tle ſtraggling parties, which are otherwiſe apt to 
make head and infeſt the neighbourhood. This 
caſe reſembleth mine. I count the main body of 


| ae Whigs entirely ſubdued ; at leaſt, until they ap- 
pear with new reinforcements, I ſhall reckon them 


as ſuch ; and therefore do now find myſelf at lei- 
fure to examine inferior abuſes. The buſineſs I 


| Have left, is to fall on thoſe wretches who would 
ſtill be keeping the war on foot, when they have 


no country to defend, no forces to bring into the 


| field, nor any thing remaining, but their bare good- 


will towards faction and miſchief; I mean, the pre- 
ſent ſet of writers, whom I have ſuffered, without 
moleſtation, ſo long to infeſt the town. Tf there 


| were not a concurrence from prejudice, party, 
__ weak underftanding, and miſrepreſentation, I ſhoul 


think them too inconſiderable in themſelves to de- 
ſerve correction: but, as my endeavour hath been 


| © expoſe the groſs impoſitions of the fallen party, 


I will give a taſte, in the following petition, of the 


ſincerity of their faFors; to ſhew how little thoſe 


writers for the #hizs were guided by conſcience or 
honour ; their buſine& bein g only to gratify a pri- 
Tate intereſt, 8. HE P8 Ws 


To 
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To the Right Honourable the preſent Mini iy, the 
bumble Petition of the Party-writers of the late 
Miniſtry ; 


„ Humbly ſhewerh, 

% THAT your petitioners have ſerved their time 
* to the trade of writing pamphiets, and weekly pa- 
« pers, in defence of the Whigs, againſt the church 
© of England, and the Chriſtian religion, and her 
% Majeſty's prerogative, and title to the crown: 

that, Lace the late change of her miniſtry, aud 
meeting of this parliament, the ſaid trade is 
mightily fallen off, and the call for the ſaid pam- 
phlets and papers much leſs than formerly; and 
it is feared, to our further prejudice, that the 


222.3 


_ « Examiner may diſcontinue writing; whereby | 
_** ſome of your petitioners will be brought to ut- 


«« ter diſtreſs; for as much as through falſe quo- 
** tations, noted abſurdities, and other legal abu- 
% ſes, many of your petitioncrs, to their great 
comfort and ſupport, were enabled to pick 
„% up a weekly ſubſiſtance out of the ſaid Exa- 
% miner, N 1 "xi | 
That your ſaid poor petitioners did humbly 
_ © offer your honours to write in defence of the late 
change of miniſtry and parliament, much cheap- 
er than they did for your predeceflors: which 
your honours were plcaſed to refuſe, LM 
__« Notwithſtanding which offer, your petitioners | 
are under daily apprehenſion, that your honours 
4 will forbid them to follow the ſaid trade any 
longer; by which your petitioners, to the num- 
ber of fourſcore, with their wives and families, 
will mevitably ſtarve ; having been bound to no 
« other calling. „ 2 5 


** Your petitioners deſire your honours will ten- 


e derly conſider the premiſſes, and ſuffer ay 
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«« ſaid petitioners to continue their trade, 
** (thoſe who ſet them at work being ſtill will- 
ing to employthem, — rates) 
and your ſaid petitioners will give ſecurit 
<4 to make uſe of the ſame ſtuff, and dreſs it 
e in the ſame manner, as they always did, and 
_ 50 n6-Omner, | 
DES. And your ** „ 


It jy fem fon, that a man is in che ri 


| when he raiſeth all the ſcriblers againſt him: I have ; 


ſometimes had it in my head to write a particular 


hiſtory of abuſes and — As 1 find my- 
ſelf at leiſure this ſummer, 

ſign; where beſides enumerating the groſs defect, 
not only of duty and reſpect to the moſt gracious 
Queen chat ever reigned; I propoſe to ſhew in eve- 


purſue the de- 


ry article, how wrong all things were managed un- 


| derthe late miniſtry ; how right they are now, and 


according to the conſtitution, Such a hiſtory would 


de the beſt means, not only to expoſe the principal 
actors; but the weekly hirelings who toil in their 


defence ; ; who arc ſo notoriouſly difingenuous, 5 
diſtant from matter of fact, ſo ſhort of that ſpir 

and entertainment which too often mingle with lach 
pens as dip only in falſities; that, if I were to rake 
into their particular abſurdities, (an attempt which 
they are — from by their exceſſive dulneſs), 


I ſhould have reaſon to look upon my ſufferings as 
little ſhort of the merit of that Roman, who, by 


| leaping into a bottomleſs gulf, lacrificed his life to 
| prelerve his country. | 


I have been often wondering ham. it comes to 


paſs, that the late men in power ſhould be ſo il. 
provided with writers; conſidering at what full lei- 
ſure the heads and leaders of them are, and I hope 


will ever be; they might certainly have made a 
wiſer and more judicious collection. If, as ſome 
pagine, their own hands have dipt in ink, and 

Vox. II. Oo that 
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that they themſelves have a ſhare in dreſſing up the 
Medley and Objervator ; it is a plain diſcovery, that 
their ſpeculations are as mean and low as their 
practices: for how can we conceive that the polite- 
neſs and found judgement of one, ſhould ever de- 
feend to Billingſgate, pedantry, and nonefenſe ? 
Or that a /econd, who oweth his reputation of wit 
to his neighbours, ſhould every day make his court 
officiouſly to a certain great miniſter, and yet once 
aweek fo clumfily abuſe him in his writings ? 


When I conſider the factious ſpirit (if any ſpirit 


they have) of thoſe papers, I can hardly look for 


mme author of them in one, who, by what means 
TJoever better convinced, had once fo much of that 


fort. of loyalty as to profeſs himſelf a Nonjuror, 
Wich humble.ſubmiffion to worſe judgements, 1 


"muſt determine that the author of the Medley is a 
dunce out of his element; pretending to intermed- 
_ le with raillery and irony, wherein he hath no 
manner of taſte or underſtanding : his topic of rail- 


lery may be all reduced under thoſe two words, 


= or HE ;- which he ſeldom faileth, in any one 


of his papers, to be arch with. His irony conſiſt- 


eth of the words, My FRIEND, although ſome- 


times relieved with an epithet. Doth he think that 


when he faith my impious friend, my ſtupid friend, 
and the like; faith it in every paper, and often a 
dozen times in one; that this is either wit, humour, 
or fatire ? If I were impious or fupid, I ſhould real- 
ly hope to be his friend, and think he ſpoke in ear- 
neſt. Irony is not a work for ſuch grovelling pens, 
but extreme difficult, even to the beſt ; it is one of 


the moſt beautiful ſtrokes of- rhetoric, and which 


aſketh a maſter-hand to carry on and finiſh with 

fucceſs: but when a bungler attempteth beyond his 
ill; what was at firſt misſhapen, with aukward 
„ becometh entirely deformed : as the falſe 
beauty of paint upon a lady 


's face is leſs defirable 
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N | here may bluſh and wonder at the affurance f 


p bere truth arrives late; and fince the merey of 
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than no beauty at all ; and the pertneſs of a 4 
low fop, more diſagreeable than Nis filence, © © 
I ſhould not have deſcended fo much . the 
nity of this paper, as to regard the courſe of 
TS writers, did not the heads of the late 


faction ſtill endeavour to corrupt the minds of weak. 


ople, who are at a diſtance from the — 
bt mo diligence and liberality in circulating. th 
iſons gratis. Great numbers arg | 
— 1 it into the — to prepoſſeſs the = 
er againſt the Examiner; for no other reaſon, bug 
becauſe they would ſtill "miſlead and prevent their 
| being ſet right in facts; that they might not ſee how 
well libe people did to aſſiſt the church and Queen: 
to this end they have been forced to make uſe of 
: falfities, without the leaſt appearance of truth: 
„ however thoſe more modeſt of their party 


their friends, it ſerves their deſign in the country, 


_ the government, or rather a juſt co 
E ſuffers theſe writers to continue theſe e ort, Wy 
ig not doubted there, but what they deliver is, 
at leaſt, free from notorious falſehood, . But 
thoſe clouds of ignorance will certainly fly before 
raids ight which now ſhines throughout the na 
tion, from the repreſentation offered to her Ma- 
pd — beſt 9 of Commons that ever fat; 
who come the neareſt to our happy conflitution, both 
in the freedom of their elections, and that true 
Engliſh ſpirit, which have unanimouſly carried the 
majority of them through, to che end of this me- 
morable nt. In which repreſentation the people 


. may be convinced, that five parts in fix of what tile 
Examiners have charged on the late miniſtry and 


faction are true: which is ſo glorious, ſo unanſwer- 
able a juſtication of theſe papers, that any longer 
to declaim againſt them, will be as vain and infigni- 

, as it hath always been a ridiculous endeavour, 


"2" Ne 46. 


— " 


POTTY — CES 
5 
= 


A ſure ſhe took to fee the 
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Pau tamen fuberunt priſe veſigia fraud. 


Hope my countrymen will believe, that I have a 


b 1 very good occaſion to congratulate with _ 


upon the Queen's ſpeech : . 15-19 
ed from 


be of opinion, that nothing ever proce 
the throne more glorious for our repreſentatives i - 1 


parkament; or more gracious and ſatisf 1 
the nation. Could there, amidſt that awful — — 5 
bly, be any heart untouched at the voice of ſuch a 


| Queen? RecolleQting her piety, the uprightneſs of 
Bier life, her unwearied prayers | 
the proſperity of her people ; from whoſe intereſts 
hers were never divided, 


and endeavours for 


Her Majeſty filled every loyal breaſt with joy; 
when, with her graceful air, and elegant manner 
of delivery, ſhe told her parliament, © The plea- 
ormance of thoſe 

4% promiſes they had made her at the beginning of 

<< the ſeſſions; their complying with her deſire to 


_ < propagate the ſervice of God, in the building fo 
E wany new churches : enabling her to carry on 


*© the war; making effectual proviſion for paying 
* thoſe debts, which were almoſt grown an inſup- 


«© portable burthen on the public; when our ene- 1 
mies every where flattered themſelves, that ſup- 
Ke oops for the ſervice of the current you could 


* not have been found.” 
Could any thing be more grateful to true Britiſh 
ſpirits, who had done their utmoſt towards retrier- 


ing our diſorders, than to be applauded for diſap- 


prong the enemies of the nation, in all reſpects !. 


ot only by their raiſing greater ſums than ever 
were 3 to any prince, in one ſeſſion: but for 


reſtoring 
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kreſtoring public credit, a bleſſing ſo invaluable, and 
ſo much Lepaired of by our enemies, that they 
concluded it impoſſible for the miniſtry and parlia 
ment to extricate us out of thoſe amazing dufficul- 
ties whereinto we had been plunged. And truly, 
fit ve impartially conſider the meaſures upon which 
che late men in power proceeded, we ſhall find it 
extremely difficult to give any ſatis factory account 
do reaſon or policy, for their notorious depecula - 
Bons; (if my friend the Medley will give me leave 
do make uſe of that word); unleſs, like ſome mo- 
mentary conquerors, they reſolved to waſte that 
D keep: 4: 2 9h 
I am very well aflurcd, that the former miniſtry, 
I acatter a long run of ill huſbandry, were often at 
| their wits-end (until things grew riper for that 
change they had projected) how to prevent from 
breaking all at once upon the public, * 
which they knew would ruin their deſigns. Ihe 
| whole government ſubſiſted upon preſent credit, 
although vaſt ſums were annually given to ſupport 
| the war; which were ſo far from being applied this 
| way, that every year we were plunged more and 
more in debt. It is true, the parliament voted ſub · 
dies, and the willing people chearfully paid them, 
in hopes, by an honourable peace, they ſhould. 
quickly ſee the end of their miſeries and taxes: 
yet the arrear to the navy, and other charges, ran 
on; the miniſtry put a good face upon a decaying . 
| conſtitution ; they employed all their arts to con- 
ceal the real diſtreſs we were in; they procured 
that money ſhould be lent at five per cent. whilſt 
| the unhappy creditors were forced to give from 20 
do 40 per cent. diſcount, for every farthing they re> 
c ceived upon the bills aſſigned them by the govern- 
ment. This they very well knew was ſuch ill ma- 
nagement as could not be long concealed: they 
had ſeparately and prodigiouſly enriched them - 
ſelves, to preſerve their wealth and authority; but 


now they muſt invade the conſtitution. As to their 
own poſſeſſions, an att of indemnity had ſecured 
them: and for the reſt, y had little more to riſk, 
than whether they ſhould remain opulent ſubjects, 
although without any thare in the power ; or be- 
come maſters without limitation. 
A var ice is ever infatiable ! How then ddl it de- 
troy, when it has the wealth of a nation to feed 
on ? The miſeries of the people, the tears and 
groans of poor ſeamen and their families, were not 
regarded by theſe devourers; univerſal frauds and 
. abuſes not only winked at, but encouraged ; trade 
not dying, but dead. It is true, public credit was 
itil alive, but ſubſiſted only upon ſtrong cordials ; 
in utter ignorance of her approaching difſolution. 
Let no one ſtep was made by theſe fate-hyſici _ : 
towards preventing her apparent deceaſe; much 
leſs did they take any thought about curing the 
milady. they had occationed ; they were not ſo void 
_ of reaſon as to be 1 2 of che condition they 
had reduced us to; did know it, and ſtood 
provided of a e to 1 themſelves, (which 
à little time would perfect to their with), and which 
all good ſubjects — tremble to think on; a reme- 
c a thbuſand times worſe than the 4 2 where, 
inſtead of an indulgent lauful Queen, we muſt have 
referred to a-lawlefs / unto, and to an * cap- 
tain-· general. 
But now, God be praiſed, our Gr are diflipat- 
ed: the Queen is free, and acts entirely according 
to her own judgement and inclination ; the parlia- 


ment acquieſceth in whatever ſhe requireth : we 


have proved the happy effects of their mutual con- 


fidence; and, as her Majeſty telleth us from the 


throne, *« the ſhall look upon any attempt to leſſen Ne 

* it, as a ſtep towards nde olving her government.“ 
I could make many uſeful reflections upon the 

2 happy change of our condition; the diffe- 


ſecurity to our + conſtirution, wherein | 


this 


kel ve apon the eg oF di laſt; the dread 
and apprehenſion the majority of the kingdom were 


E then in, leſt that parliament ſhould fit any more; 


permit me to enumerate all the heads: 
4 trace the deluge of impiety from that long and 
© unnatural rebellion, which looſened all the bands 
© of diſcipline and order; whence hypocriſy and 


e m eee ee 


the longings and impatiencies of the people, un- 
— Majeſty ſhall think fi, that W 


Wbne the ſinking credit of the nation hath been 
thus retrieved, by the great abilities and induſtry. 
of the preſent miniſtry So parhament ; the comve-- 


cation, no leſs uſefully employed in the cauſe of 


ty, have drawn up a © repreſentation of the 


_ « ſent ſtate of r —_— with regard to the late > 


ceſſive growth of infidelity, herefy, and profane- 
© neſs; unanimouſly agreed upon a joint com- 


«+ mittee of both houſes of che province of Can- 
r terbury; and afterwards rejected ä 
_* houſe, but paſſed in the lower.“ 


I am ſorry tbeſe pious labourers ſhouKd be baffled 


in their godly endeavours by their own brethren, 
I have formerly, in two Examiners, touched uporr 


the nature of this yd, and their diviſions, toge- 


ther with the Queen's letter, and deſire to recon- 
dcile all differences and diſputes ; and hoped to Tee - 


the happy effects of her exhortation. The inferior 
clervy have proceeded with a ſpirit tru , pricittive 3 


their repreſentation is writ with ſuch force of elo- 
_ quence and argument, as muſt warm the coldeſt 


heart, The narrow compaſs of this paper will not 


and enthuſiaſm begat a diſregard for the very 
appearance of religion; and ended in a fpirit 


of downright libertiniſm and profaneneſs: whence 


adverſaries aroſe, who openly ſcattered the poi- 

* fon of Arian and Socinian hereſies; the Godhead 
Sof he Holy Spirit denied ; myſteries I 

_ as 


% as implying contradictions, and incapable of be · 1 
coming ohjects of aſſent to reaſonable minds, &c. T3 
From theſe wicked principles, wicked practices 
have followed; frequency of oaths and impreca - 
tions; all manner of exceſs and luxury, — 
«© upon the Lord's day, &c. Upon which I muſt. 
beg leave to ſubjoin, that a certain late great mini- 
fer (in the good company of Sir James of the Peak, 
and others of the ſame tort) always made play his 
Sunday's entertainment. e 45H 
In this repreſentation we have a melancholy pro- 
ſpect of the ſtate of our religion; ſuch amazing. 
impietics can be equalled by nothing but by thoſe 
cities of old, deſtroyed by fire from heaven: nor 
can that deluge of profaneneſs, which over-runs 
_ the nation, have any check from the pious endea - 
vours of our clergy, whilſt the majority, on one 
part, continue to diſagree with the other, about the 
manner of putting effentials in execution. Mean 
time, the cauſe of Chriſtianity muſt ſuffer, and 
our convecations ſtill have the diſreputation of do- 
ing nothing. The repreſentation which themfelves | 
have tran{mitted to the lower houſe, is the ſame in I 
very many of the facts. As to the difference of £ 
ſtyle and ſpirit, I conceive that doth not relate to | 
the ſervice of religion in general, any more than 
when I am exceſſive cold, whether I would chuſe 
to be warmed by a quicker or more languid fire. 
Nor can I without pleaſure take notice of one pa- 
agraph, where they hope, that eſpecial care 
* will be had of the education of young people at 
the univerſities ; that tutors may teach their pu- 
£<* Pils the principles of the Chriſtian religion, and 
« endeavour to make them ſerious in it; with a 
particular eye to all ſuch who are deſigned for 
holy orders.” Where ſuch reverend prelates 
are concerned, it were a ſort of ſacrilege to diſpute 


n ewes owl. © a oc... a... ee. ea 


their ſincerity: after this, dare any perſon imagine 
chat their doctrine and their intentions can differ; 


Or, 


16g 
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or, that ſo grave and — upon ſo 
ſolemn an occaſion, would deal in i or EXP 


their meaning by contraries ? This muſt doubieſs 


convince all ſuch who have hitherto, upon a wrong 
interpretation, preſumed to ſquare opinions by 


theirs, and have, with loud a ſhewn 


{i dotrines of the church. 


their abhorrence of am univerſity-education, as 


tainting our youth with the principles of loyalty to 
— and an implicit n to the ſlaviſh 


As this admonition muſt ſatiafy a 


"Ik miſed, that the majority did not approve educating 


children in the univerſity ; ſo the unhappy ſtop that 
hath been put to the defigned repreſentation, hath 
S: the enemies of our holy religion (too numer- 
ous and politic a party to be armed by ourſelves 
againſt ourſelves) a Rx — to — — 
diviſons: and, as 
all but a jeſt, — — 5 
to be with the conceit of the upper houſe's 
diſſenting what five of their own members 
had before in a committee agreed to in the lower; 
| 4s if they were acting a religious farce, called 4 
' convocation and no convocation ; nor will they believe 
our biſhops can have ſuch concurrent fears of the 
growth of impiety, when they do not proceed in the 
means that ſhould put an effectual ſtop to it, only 

fe ow; or, to uſe the words of our church- 
adverfarics, until the laſt remaining incroachment 
be made by the upper houſe upon the privileges of 
the lower. 
Theſe reflections arc arrows in the heart of every 


+ kad churchman; we would recriminate in vain, 


our enemies flatter themfelves we lie too open for a 
defence : We muſt therefore be content to wait wih 


Patience and prayer for a remedy to theſe migſur- 


tunes, until the lord of the harveſt, in his good 
time, fat ee the tares * the r 
ad. 47. 


— -de» — . py, * — — ” 
-— — rr 1 „„ r 4 


wo THE" 'P | . 1Y 
* RIGS. t, EIT 


eee 


. 
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ters, by way of aſſiſtance, to us weekly writers, It 


imagine, that 1 have had my ſhare of | 
ſuch contributions ; for which, although I be very | 


* Thurktay, June 26. 71. 85 
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a faſhion among; ingenious perſogs, to ſend let- 


is eaſy to 


thankful, yet 1 muſt confeſs, wich ſome vanity, 


| that my mind is rather; burdened than relieved by 
thoſe intelligences.. If I rake notice of ſome, and 
not of others, I proportionably diſoblige ; =. 

r what heth 


in my power, towards - introducing into the world 


the works of thoſe anonymous ons who are ſo 
fond of being authors. — 


In the firſt place, out of his 


hy a reinforcement from the circumciſed ; as not 


_contented wich ring, Secinians, Freethinkers, ane 
all ſorts of Chrif dee erte; baden t erde S 
able number of apoſtates, or if you pleaſe deſerters, | 
from our own body; and therefore recommendeth | + 


to me, that ſome care may be taken to put a 
to theſe 


10 bring thoſe infidels within the wide circle -of 
Whiggiſh community, neither blandiſhments nor 


_ promiſes are omitted; the very women proving ac- ; 


ceſſaries; as for example, a certain great lady, with 


| ſome beautcous auxiliaries, did not diſdain to grace 


4 Sir Solomon Medina's magnificent ball and colla- - 
_ 


however, 


12521 to. 
| the cauſe, one is alarmed 33 
igt, in aiming to ſtrengthen their routed party, 


a op | 
fry meetings, theſe. prohibited | 
conjunctions of Jews and Chriſtians; ſinee in order 


5 * * . * , E 7 
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tion; nor was the young Ducheſa (althaugh a 
the firſt rate) in the Icaſt diſguſted at giv 


8 1 dance in mn 


F * 


— perſon ſendech me a letter,.complaining 
of the ſmall reputation of the Queen's oh fiekang 
"This careful perfor ſeemeth to belong to the church 
by his expreſſion, where he blames che Hate mi- 
|  niſtry for imitating Jeroboam, who ordained prieſts 
out of the loweſt of the people ; and 
4 that ſacred life, the breath of our ugriht, toe 
charge and care of ſuch men, to whoſe flender 
abilities they would be very far from truſting their 


'OWN, 

: "The third cements from n Hllfwerinidwhndane 
* jute one, who remaining fully fatisfied of his 
oven merit, repines that others have not the like 
valuable eſtimation ; and are not e- 
nough in rewarding the ſaid merit: * therefore re- 

commendeth to me a ſubject neceſſary to be read 
all who have pretenſions, or live in a court, call 
The nature of delay; or, The virtues and advantages 
of procraſtination. 
A fourth perſon is fondly picund at the Med- 
4% popular reflection, © That the 'Queen's moſt 
gracious ſpeech ſhould be printed in Abel's P- 
bay, with this very juſt concluſion: But we have 
| ** hved to fee the day wherein every thing great 
and illuſtrious among men is treated with an un- 
| © becoming familiarity : all orders of men muſt 
expect to be huddled imo the vile multitude; 
* andufed as if they had not ſenſe of glory or 
"« infamy.” My correſpondent inquireth, what 
devil owes this writer and his party a ſhame, to 
make him talk of a day? that ſcandalous day when 
inſignificant pages and forward atterney- cleris were 
hoitted above the knowledge of — 44 or their 
"remembrance of others; not only perverting to 
3 uſes the treafure of the nation, but 


* | 


* Kath ed 
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e laws even to their ſovereign 
— — indeed, a day which we have all Af bo 
ee when all things great and illuſtrious among men, 
were, by arrogant upſtarts, treated not only with 
an unbeceming fambiarity, but with treachery and 
; When it might be truly ſaid, that, under 
uch petty and yet arbitrary diſpenſation, all orders 


We | 


they had not ſenſe of glory or infamy. 

3 ET fifth —— or Hubm cox paſſage that "Yi 
—— at — auction of the late Mr. Bernard's 
eth me to give all befitting diſ- 
to ſuch enormities. It ſeemeth ſome 5 
 _— — talking of a ſcarce book which 
treated of ſpirus and apparitions; one of them aſk- 
ed Mr. Toland, what he thought of gh:fts f whe- 
cher he had any belief of fuch things? He readily 
anſwered, he was ſo far from believing gs, that 
"a did not believe what men call the Hoy Ghoſt, 

The next (whom I ſhall do the favour to * 

at length, becauſe he calleth himſclf a Whig, and 

may poſſibly charge me with an unfair quotation, 

if I dank any part of what he wrote) ſends me an 

invitation to come over to his fide ; but leſt this may 

Ae thought gaſconade, 1 kad beſt * to the orig; 
nal . "0155 


th 8 I R, 
_ 7 U have ſtood the ſhock of the ſhallow 
« writers, aided by the beſt finiſhers of our parry, 
% with ſo much reputation, and ſo much to their 
«+ confuſion, that I, who have a value for your 
„ perſon and abilities (but an averfion to your 
«« cauſe), adviſe you to renounce the Tories, and 
„ come over to us. Their buſineſs is done, they 
„ have no more occaſion for your pen; you mult. 
therefore expect to be neglected and forgotten, 
as your fellow-labourers have been. Whom 
„ have they ever rewarded? They go quite con- 


-of nien were huddled inte the wile multitude, and ſed | 


Wyou: Nor need your apoſtaſy fear finding its 
9 — for the reaſons before mentioned, 


44 trary to our maxim; none, although ever ſo 
« undeſerving, have ſuffered impriſonment and 

« hardſhip for us; but we look upon it as our com- 
mon intereſt to protect and uphold them, becauſe 


4 pe have but one, the Tories as many intereſts as 
there are perſons. Beſides, in writing for the 


« ſtrongeſt tide, you have commiſeration againſt 


and one more very conſiderable, which is, that 


4 falſe witneſſes are always well paid. The only 
1 gbjection can be made againſt this propoſal, 


„is, you may think, perhaps, you have ſo far in- 


_ * cenſed us by your many diſcoveries of our arca - 
„ na, that you cannot expect to be received with 
any degree of warmth or confidence. If this be 
your opinion, you are a great ſtranger to our 
principles; we never refuſe to accept an enemy 
_« with open arms, when we can thereby ſtrengthen 


our own, or weaken our adverſary's party; we 


4 are fo far true politicians, that both our love 


and hatred always give way to our intereſt ; but 
« beſides, all muſt know our own blind ſide, which 
was never proof againſt flattery, how fulfome 
or unjuſt ſoever. How many authors, with no 


other merit, flouriſhed under the late miniſty l I 


would advite you therefore to write a treatiſe, 
* which will be very faſhionable and uſeful, called, 
e The art of ſhifting ſides, and dedicate it in theſe, 
or the like terms; e 


To all honeſt Whig-gentlemen, and virtuous Whig- 
ladies, in and about the citics and liberties of 


London and Wedminſter. 


 GenTLEMEN and Lapits, . 
A man who ventures to publiſh bold truths in 
* theſe days of Toryiſm and arbitrary govern- 

You. UL. P © ment 
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ment, unleſs he hath a powerful intereſt to ſup- 
port him, muſt expect to be ſcurvily treated by 


<< 


46 


40 


©. 
cc 


the perſecuting parr of the world : without very 

ſeconds, he may ſhew abundance of zeal, 
but little diſcretion ; like thoſe knights of old, 
who uſed to plunge alone into the midit of arm- 


ed foes. The only difference between the con- 
rage of the hero, and that of the author, ſeem- 


eth to lic in the ſucceſs: one meeteth with Ty- 


burn, Newgatc, or at beſt a meſſenger; whilſt 
the other gallantly reſcueth his miſtreſs, or car- 


rieth off the prize. For this reaſon I prefume 


to apply to you for protection, and I hope to 
make my future ſervices atone for my paſt of- 


fences, You are too confiderable, both in num- 


ber and power, to fear a defeat; and too zeal- 


ous of the truth, to ſuffer its champion to be 


_ *©-borne down and trampled upon by enemies, 
Gentlemen, Your very adverſaries cannot de- 
ny but you have more money than they, and 


conſequently muſt give up the ſuperiory of wit: 


and, although they have diſputed the point of 
* honeſty, it appears the balance now lieth entire- 
ly on your hide ; witneſs the many unanſwerable 
ſteps you have taken for the good of the nation, 
the wonders of your late adminiſtratin, your re- 
ſpect and honour for the true intereſt of your 


Queen and country, your concern for the public 
credit, and your readineſs to advance money up- 
on great emergencies, where the ſafety of the 
ſtate ſo eminently required it. PR 


Ladies, © Were your plea to virtue and beauty | 


leſs evident, you might ſtand more in need 


of a champion; but I never heard any who 
durſt preſume to ſay, you have more virtue than 


beauty, or leſs humility than prudence ; you ſhine 
in your zeal for the cauſe, and your condeſcen- 
fion is ſo bright a character, that there are few 

| | | | | R © men 
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| «© men, how deſpicable ſoever, but what found 
C 


« the happy effect of it. | 


SIR), * 1 e 
« By my intimacy and ſtation among them, I 
« have ſo exact a knowledge of what will pleaſe, 
„ that I have ſent you this rough draught, 
„ which I will undertake to be the univerſal fenfe 
| <« of our party; only leaving you to model it, after 
„ ſuch a manner as you think beſt. I hope, you, 
4 will not defer your converſion, | but | conclade 
| « this a mark of my kindneſs for you. Pray make. 
your advantage of this advice, and you will very 


ö ,,, 
V Your affectionate friend, 
. : and humble ſervant,” 
„%%% %%% %%%. 
c Ne 48. Thurſday, July 12. 1711. 
* = Neue ſemper arcum 
5 5 _ Tendit Apollo. 
1 ſometimes happens that I am either tick, or 
4 E or ſplenetic; and ſometimes, perhaps like 
£ | other authors of great reputation, I am dull by de- 
e | fign, In ſuch unlucid intervals it falleth out, that 
|} threeor four of my papers are inferior to the reſt: 
5 however, the credit of the former keeps them up 
4 2 while; and even judicious people are often pre- 
5  Judiced for a weck or two in their favour; or per- 
_ haps are ſo candid to expect a better next time. 
5 But the majority of readers go on with the ſame 
* appetite, whether the paper be good or bad; until 
5 they are taught by their betters what their ſenti- 
8 ments are to be. It * fareth between me and 
0 MS the 
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the Medley, who, tate re 
liberal with his epithets, as if he had them by him 
ready printed, and had nothing to do every week 
but fill up the blanks; yet, in one or two of his 
laſt papers he hath outdone himſelf, becauſe ſome- 

body hath told him that the Examiner is grown 
dull. I fear they have told him truth : and how 
can it be otherwiſe, when I am deſcended from a- 


nimadverting upon the corruptions in the late ad- 
miniſtration, to be an antagoniſt of his? I had 


hopes of giving ſome diverſion to the town and 


_ myſelf, during this idle ſeaſon of the year, by ex- 


ofing the follies of his productions; but find I 


to ridicule is Medler is the perfect reverſe 
Sir John Falſtaſſe; he is not only dull himſelf, 
bur he is alſo the cauſe that dulneſs is in other 


yy ET I think 1 have found ent. 6 way w 
read his papers, from henceforward, without dan- 


ger to my underſtanding; and therefore I now give 
im 


notice, that I deſign to write with wit and ſpi- 
rit for ſome time; which otherwiſe he would hard- 
Iy —_— until about a month hence. = 

| hath injured me in ſaying, / inſult her Ma- 


jefty's phyſicians ; I only repeat the words of my 


correſpondent : if the Queen diſcard her preſent 
phyſicians, he is at a loſs how we ſhall find Tories 
to ſupply their places: becauſe, he affureth us, the 


Tories are as great quacks in ſcience as in politics, 
If the trial of quackery muſt be determined by 


in politics, I dare a 4 to the Whig ph 


themſelves to decide which are the quacks ; and 


whether the Tories of the faculty have not made 


much better prognoſtics upon the body-politic, by 


chuſing to adhere to the preſent miniſtry. 
And, if reſpect to the Queen's perſon be the 
queſtion ; the Medley ſure is not well in his wits, 


to revive the memory of that defect for which our 


we . infected with the ſtupity I de- i 
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done, there might be ſome hope; but without end, 
| Fam to be perpetually worricd and puniſhed this 
monk for whe tad af he 


- 


ly ignorant; upon ever ſo little recollettion of any 
of his friends, he may quickly be informed which 
fide have the 12 that way to favour; 
fince this writer, Jam glad to find it, can ad- 


4 N 
— 2 
3 


mit reverence and duty to her Majeſty are, al. 
though late, come to conkdeved is n : 


Methinks this perſon, who will be my friend 
whether I will or no, putteth himſelf and me to 
much more trouble than he needeth. If he would 
fairly cavil with me paper by paper, and then have 


laſt ; ſo that it is not pro- 

perly this Medley contra that Examiner, but every 
again every Examiner; when he ſeems this 

week to fay all that his little invention and ſpite can 


3 ſupply, and I may ſafely conclude he hath exhauſt- 
ed the ſubject; he returns when I leaſt dream of 


him, with ſtale malice and double dulneſs, to empty 


| that quiver which he hath filled with arrows from 
| abroad: but when his mercileſs auxiliaries are 

withdrawn, ſome to pleaſure, others to debate how 
do retrieve, by caballing, what they loſt by ill con- 
duct; or are amuſed by fawning at court; or dif- 


abled by the diſorders of a broken conſtitution ; 
this harmleſs perſon abateth very much of the 
poignancy of his ſatire, - 1 

_ Whilft I was thus reflecting upon this famous 


monitor, my printer brought me ſeveral letters, but 


not all of them wrote by myſelf to the Examiner, 
as the ſagacious Medley ſuggeſteth; with his hum- 
ble advice, that it would not be amiſs to print more 


frequently thoſe letters I daily receive; his old way | 
| of judging of the goodneſs. by the ſale, made him 


extol that paper, wherein I had lately obliged ſo 
many of my correſpondents, proteſting, that fince 


the Roman triumph, or what be calls the laurel | 


MY | crown 
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crown. and Marcus Craſſus, he had not ſeen a 
eater call for any particular Examiner; the rea- 
fo ſeemed plain; the underhand cadeavours of my 
fellow- writers have fucceeded; the concurrent in- 
tereſt of many authors muſt be much more pre- 
vailing than that of one; in conſideration of 
which, I reſolved upon that eaſy method of fil- 
ling up a paper, and, at the ſame time, obliging a 
— * | "oo 


The firſt letter complaineth with juſtice of the 
great neglect I have been guilty of, in letting the 
Medley boaſt himſelf ſo long upon the clauſe in the 
ac of inſolvency, velating to the receivers of the re- 
venue: he exhoxteth me to read carefully the att | 
at length; where he aſſureth me I ſhall find the re | 
quiſite ſanction included, although couched in other *Þ 
terms; from whence he infers, that whatever cun- | N 
ning was requiſite to the drawing up the ſaid act, 
he needeth not be a Volpone to diſcover the intent: 
he beggeth me to take this matter into examination, 
which I promiſe him ſhortly to do, although to the 
aboliſhing my antagoniſt's witty advertiſement, and 
confirming my own opinion, that a cunning knave | 
will ſooner commit a hundred crimes (although of | 
as black a dye that come within a hair's breadth of 
the gallows) than one clumſy one, by which he may 
be made to mount it. 4.96 bake 
The ſecond letter is of ſuch a length, that I am 
ſorry it cannot be inſerted here : I find it ſo inge- 
nious, that I do not think fit to abridge it: the 
gentleman treateth, with a deſcription very delicate, 
of the art of courts, or the means by which treach- 
erous enemies are to a miracle transformed. into 
faithful friends, profefſed admirers, and moſt ob- 
ſequious flatterers; with the great ſecret how to 
' overcome that ſcrupulous modeſty which deters 
ſome few from imitating the reſt; and embracing 
with open arms thoſe whom, | heretofore, they 
would have deſtroyed. an 
mani deſtroy 12 
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ot third draweth up a very pathetic 1 

of the hardſhi As inflicted; upon a reverend "divine, 
; chaplain of Morden BR upon Blackheath, 
for no other reaſon but his — an honeſt Tory, 
and truly orthodox: and really the management 
ſeemeth ſo unfair, that if, upon an exact inquiry, 
I find the facts to be true; ſuch as their letting 
part of the ſaid college to a coffechouſe; reducing 

the number of twenty decayed merchants to twelve, 
and thoſe diſſenters; although the founder obliged 
his truſtees to no ſuch limitation; aſſigning twenty 
| pounds a- year for each pet ſun, which is alfo redu- 
| ced to twelve pounds per annum: if, I ſay, theſe 


| facts prove true, I ſhall not fail 10 take a proper 
| dme to ſet them in the beſt lights I am able. 

A fifth, with gilt paper, neat wax, and under 
= = - dateth his remonſtrances from the drawing- 
| room; and in a courtly ſtyle, which I am not po- 


lite enough to imitate, ſetteth forth the viciſſitude 
of human things, the change of manners and fa- 
| thions; ſeemeth with pleaſure, yet regret, to call 
to memory an age, whercin bly himſelf might 
flouriſh, in which the | that now obtain, 
| would not have been endured. In ſhort, he ap- 
| peareth extremely ſhocked at the conduct of two 
| | great ladies, who took the liberty to behave them- 
| flees in the ** s preſence, before a full court, 
\ | as if they had been at eaſe in their own ruelles, 
| | with none but inferior perſons about them. Re- 
verence, diſtinction, decency, were made only for 
little people; theſe ladies are above the punctilio of 
laws and cuſtoms : their own charms, the merit of 
their anceſtors, their gratitude, greatneſs of ſoul, 
| reſpect and duty to their ſovereign, may r 
itrregularity in their poſterity. 
|} _ Lhope che Medley will allow theſe paſſages may 
| have been extracted out of real letters; ſince I could 
as well have produced them for my own : be that 
Arn, 1 am glad he allowech me to _— 
- 
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AW pray roar19 His cenſure, 
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matter, as to be forced to father my own upon 
thoſe, who will pleaſe to accept it; wherein I differ 
as much from him, as one who ſtealeth money in- 


— — — rn 
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Avoriti e! probitatem, eee; benas s, 1 
_ * fubvertit,. pro tis ſuperbiam, crudelitatem, — 1 


See, — ve nalia babere, edoenit, 


G © very whciels writes I 
but it was no more than I foreſaw, when 1 früt 


began with the : I knew my paper would 


inſenſibly dwindle into the thing himſelf and his 


party defired ; and my time be loft in managing a 


diſpute fruitleſs to the town, and infignificant even 
to — he is reſolved not to be convinced, 


nor I to be perverted ; he bath ſtill his prompters, 
and I my readers; we both are where we began; 


he will yet continue to animadvert falſely ; and I 


defign henceforward to take no more notice of 
what he writes, than men are uſed to do by noto- 


_ rious liars; who, if they ever happen to ſpeak 


truth, muſt bring other vouchers than themſelves, 


= WM c that belief which their continued courſe 
of e 


public. 


pleaſed to leave affairs in ſo quick and promiſing a 
condition, had I not met with a very ſcarce manu- 
2 out of a certain library: n 

tion 


I had perhaps cloſed with this, and k + 
took leave until the 1 pers the parliament ; 


N 
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| tion of pant of it will not be to che 
town. ———̃ v— 
ni Adollrandi, who made his requeſt, 
that his works might never be printed : the manu; 
ſcript I ſpeak of is called Marcus Antonin, wrote in 
the ſame ſort of verſe with the Rinaldo of Taſo, 
| whoſe ſenior he was: the paſſage I would tranſlate, 
is Fulvia's goin 


re ſo man 
| that I am tempted 
r 
6 | fourth canto of che firſt book of his Fawy 
1 Ine introduceth Dolabella relling 
* tory of the triumvirate ; Lepidus's removal, As- 
thony's behaviour in the eaſt, and Octavius's go- 


A | vernment at Rome, when he had called Agri 

* ee pr | 
11 and enter priſi —_— our 

1 

x whom — — 

1 po dey had reduced: the avenues were filled with 

=. Y ggars, who, although in rags and ruins, retained 
ſe their former air and : when they re. 
e quired your . . 'F 
— | troduttion of what they had been. 

- 1 1 nearer, I ſaw, continued he, ; tro 

3 | bulyperſons, habited, entertain 

44 = Us fere EE Cs road. eſs oft's —_— 

u- {| and Folly. ' The firſt made herſelf acceptable 85 

- ; - -<h5ih—— 3 


— jndactiey; that ſhe left not even vice 
without its applauſe; to the wearers 
their very defects. Folly was no leſs aſſiduous in 
beſpeaking credit of her ſiſter, aſſuring her, that 
whatever, was ſpoke by Flattery was indiſputable. 
In this delightful converſation, the travellers paſſed 
happily on to the palace, where they were met by 
Vanity, who with much applauſe and ceremony, 
which they rok. for reſpect, conducted them into 
the houſe of Pride. 5 
This dazzling unwieldy ſtructure was buile midi 
che tears and groans of a people haraſſed with a lin- 


the /overeign's palace lay in aſbet. It was dedicated, 
from the firſt foundation, to the goddeis of Pride; 
the building exceſlive ca ly, but not artſul; the — 
chitect ſeemed to conſider how to be moſt profuſe, 
and therefore neglected an advantageous eminence 
(made proper by nature) to build one a quarter of 


gering war, to gratify the ambition of a ſje; while 


a mile ſhort of it, at the vain expence of fifty mil-- 


lons of ſeſterces. There were to be ſeen ſtately row- 
ers, noble. porticoes, ample prazzas, and well · turned 
pillars, without one handſome room, unleſs you will 
call the kitchens and cellers tuch ; which parts of the 
| houſe happen to be of very little or no uſe to the 
parſmonious founder; a number of chambers, but 
none convenient fine without water ; the 
whole building raiſed upon a ſandy foundation ; 
every breath from court, every blaſt puffed away 
ſome grains of that huge fleeting hill, — which: 
this palace was erefted. 

Here the goddeſs kept her court, within an inner 
chamber, into which paſſengers were conducted: 
_ the was ſeated upon a throne, raiſed under a canopy 
within an alceve; whoever gazed on her ſeldom 

| beheld any thing with approbation but themſelves : 
her beauty was mixed with diſdain, and well ex- 

preſſed her inward contempt for inferior objects; 
Lk never fixed her Jes upwards, unleſs — 
intervals 


— 
** 
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-interva's they were caſt upon a mirror ſhe held in 


ther hand, which reflected back her own charms, 


the only image wherein the took delight. © 


My attention, as well as that of the whole afſem- 
bly, was ſaddenly taken off from the goddeſs, and 
transferred to a lady, who with precipitation broke 
through the croud, and made directly to the throne: 
although paſt her meridian, her bloom was fuc- 


ceeded by fo graceful an air, that youth could 


ſcarce make her more deſirable: her fair hair 
was tucked under a tiara of jewels, made 'in the 


taſhion of a coronet, If her _— prepoſſeſſed 
us to her advantage, we were not lef 
bcholding the company ſhe was in: on one fide | 
-marched Envy, laſhing her with whips and ſnakes; 


terrified in 


.giving her to drink by intervals from a cup of wine 


mingled with gall and wormwood : her other ſup- 


porter was Wrath, who continually toſſed a flam- 


| ing brand, directing her fight to a dagger which he 


held ; his looks ghaſtly, his limbs trembling, 'his 


body half-expoſed, the reſt clothed with a robe 


ſtained with blood, and torn by his own fury, 
which was ſo fierce he could not reſtrain it ſome- 
times from falling upon himſelf. His breath was 


inceſſantly applied to the lady's ſpleen and brain, 


m whence violent agonics and raging frenzies 


| Tucceeded, as was evident by a te and wotion as 
particular as wonderful. e en 
She was attired in a crimſon robe edged with er- 
_miny, and buckled with diamonds; her train borne 
by one who had formerly been maſter of the cere- 
monies, and who, under the falſe title of good ga- 


bliſbment, had introduced her with applauſe into 


the world; yet, having made the fortune of his 


votary, he was no longer ſolicitous to preſerve ap- 


| Pearances, but ſubmitted to be called by his truc 
| name, Ingratitude, | | | TS 


The goddeſs not only vouchſafed her a gracious 
look, but gave her hand to the lady, who was nam- 


„ n amn Wa 


by herſelf on the throne; called her conquereſs in 


right of her huſband ; daughter, favourite, her | 


_ repreſentative, her other ſelf; bid her name her 
diſtreſs, and depend upon her for relief, - 
Fulvia, with fighs, told the goddeſs, that from 


become the moſt miſerable : The laurels daily fad- 


ing upon the brow of her abſent lord; their parti- 
fans wholly removed from Auguſtus's favour ; 


and, which was worſe, Agrippa, a perſon of fatal 


virtue, deſtructive to the ambition of her party, | 
was-truſted with the ſole management of affairs, 


notwithſtanding their mighty cabals and hourly in- 


trigues, to retrieve the power they had loſt, A- 
= gripps's reputation was mounted to ſuch a pitch, 


ſhe could not behold and live ; thoſe two tor- 
mentors, Wrath and Envy, giving her no remiſ- 


Fon, until he were deſtroyed. She therefore be- | 
goddeſs, fince falſe reports, treachery, |} 
and ailaſfinations had failed, that the would go 


ſought the 


| herſelf, and take Avarice along with titles and 


Wealth, to puff up his ſoul, and deſtroy his vi- 
tues, that he might fall, as herſelf and other fa- 


 . yourites had done, by the fin of pride, and the 
love of riches. | 


To whom the goddeſs replied : It is not the leaſt | 


of my troubles that I muſt tell you, your requeſt 
is vain: I have attempted enlarging our empire, by 
the acceſſion of · ſo powerful a perſon as Agrippa; 
I applied the charms of wealth and luxury; I 
applied myſelf ; but he is more abſtemious, more 
ſedate than before : I beheld the hateful goddeſs of 
| Virtue incircling him with her protecting wings ; 1 
| heard her tell him, ſhe would direct his ſteps and 


never forſake him; that the empire ſhould flouriſh | 


at its greateſt height under his adminiſtration; that 
Pride ſhould be defeated, Avarice return baffled 


and aſhamed ; his hoards inviolable: 3 


righ 


a proſpett of being the moſt happy perſon, ſhe was 
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rightneſs of his manners, his extenſive ſoul and 
vaſt capacity, ſhould make his a name, which the 
= pace of favourites for time immemorial ſhould think. 
I. their glory to be called by: whereas hiſtory h.d 
not hitherto delivered down one, but where the 


0 parallel would be in ſome youu an injuſtice to his 

5 character; as if unbounded power and ſolid vir- 

„ tue had been irreconcileable until met in Agrippa. 

- But my beloved daughter, that vir ue we can- 

3 not corrupt, may yet be eclipſed; we will cauſe 
* diſtruſt and impatiency to enter into the minds of 

£ his party; they ſhall fear what they ought to re- 
_ verence : thoſe prod'gious qualifications that diſtin - 

„ guiſh Agrippa, may be turned againſt him ; whilſt 

L- | his very focs admire his abilitics, we will make his 

h, friends miſcall his wiſdom, cunning. 10ugh he 

r- be inceſſantly working for the good of the empire, 

il- they ſhall be hoodwinked to thoſe advantages. 
e- Neither new ſeas explored, nor counties diſcovered 

y. | and ſubdued; the heavy debts of the empire dif- | 
go charged, credit reſtored, peace brought home to | 
nd | their dwelling; trade ſecure and flourithing ; ſhall | 
ir- overcome thoſe ſuſpicions and bad impreſſions we 
fa | will make upon the people. Your fattion, vigilant 
the and bold, ſhall diſperſe falſe reports; Anthony's 

| zeal maſt languiſh; let him attempt no farther for 

eaſt | the good of the empire, but his own : thoſe two 
veſt | demons that haunt you ſhall be appeaſed; Revenge 
by | be fatiated; offer upon his altars, and ſupplicare 
pa; | the goddeſs of Diſcord, that ſhe may diſappear 
zl | from'among you, and more effectually poſſeſs your 
1Ore enemies. | 
ſx of re; | 
31 
and | | 
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No zo. Thuriday, July 26, 1711. 


Sed not immenſum ſpatiis confecimus æguar, 
Et jum tempus equm fumantia ſalvere colla. 


MN TOW that I have completed the number of my 
papers, and, for the ſpace of a year, done 
my country what lay in the power of an honeſt, 
although coacealed pen; I ſhall take my leave of 
the town, with particular thanks for its favour ; 
and ſome acknowledgment to the Medley, for fo 
conftant'y explaining what he thought my meaning 
in any dark alluſions or allegories ; and retire my- 
elt from the fatigue of politics and ſtate-refleCtions, 
until ſome more urgent occaſion again call forth 
my endeavours. e e 
It is very difficult, in an intereſted world, for any 
one to be thought free from thoſe views that influ- 
ence others; there are fo few perſons content to 
facrifice their own good to that of the public, chat 
I do not wonder to have a wrong interprepation 
put upon my labours ; and mylclf, although carire- 
Iv otherwiſe, accuſed as directing them to ſome 
mercenary end; and full of the deſire of making 
my fortune, by application to the prevailing party: 
but let ſuch who are my accuſers remember, that 
this paper was begun white yet the late minifery 
were at the helm, and nothing but their miſma- 
nagement to prognoſticate their loſs of power. 

'To thoſe who have complained, that my writings 
were not always equal, the ſpirit the ſame, or the 
matter ſo entertaining; let fuch begin to eonſider, 
my buſineſs was to inftruf; I would not deſcend to 
divert: I was neither a Plautus, nor a Moliere; I 
did not ſo much as pretend to wit, much lefs h 
Foonery : I went not in purſuit of a laugh, but con- 
fined myſelf to one ſubje ct, and that a very ſerious 
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one. How extreme difficult it is to fueceed often 
upon the like topic, I leave to the confideration of 
the judicious ; who know how hard it to vary. 
the ſame diſcourſe, and admit of frequent repeti- 
tion, without being cloyed.; with which I have no 
reaſon to tax my readers; ſince the printer telleth. 


me, the ſale of my paper is not at all diminiſled; 


or its reputation fallen; which, I muſt. confeſs, 
were temptation enough for me to continue it, if 1 
had mercenary views, or were not the end I pro- 
| poſed already anſwered ; which maketh me chulſe, . 
although perhaps not quite fo civilly, to rife my-- 
ſelf, and leave my gueſts with an appetite for more, 
rather than ſtay till they thould call to take away. 
And, notwithſtanding the charge that. hath ſo- 
often been brought againſt me, with an intent to 
wound great men through my fide; of my being. 
a contemptible hireling, and a little merce fel- 
low without probity or principles; one whoſe ac- 
trons were directed by. others, from whence che 
machine talked and moved as conducted by higher 
hands: I folemaly declare, I am ſtill as much un- 
known to the leaders of our own party as to the 
others, and very likely to remain ſo, as long as I 
pleaſe myſelf; notwithſtanding the wiſe remarks- 
of the Cbſervater, and the gueſſes made by the ju- 
dicious Med!-y. e 5 55 
Among the many pretenders in this town, you 
can hardly produce me one, who will not undertake 
to diſcover and point out the difference of ſtyle, 
and manner of thinking, peculiar to the ſeveral. 
men of wit: this pamphlet is certainly from ſuch 
a hand; they know his manner perfectly: that pa- 
per of verſcs is infallibly of ſuch a poet, no man. 
in England could write it but he; and this ſome - 
umes even upon the firſt eſſay of an author. I, 
among the reſt, uſed to determine formerly at the 
fame rate, but ſhall be more cautious for the fu- 
ture; having ſeen the world and myſelf fo often 

a „ and. 
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and ſo wretchedly miſtaken. How many fathers 
has this paper of mine been aſcribed to! Among 
all the men of wit, who are in the intereſt of the 
preſent miniſtry, I know not one who hath eſcaped 
ſome report or ſuſpicion of being the author. Ihe 
Medley hath gueſſed round; and from his {kill in 
that part of learning, called dog's logic, thought he 
wanld infallibly hit upon it at laſt, Thus he hath 
done what he, would have us think is an injury 
to ſeveral innocent perſons; and if the Examiner 
be a ftupid, falſe, and flanderous paper, as he 
weekly affirms ; I think he is bound in conſcience 
and common juſtice, to repair the injury he hath 
done to the reputation of thoſe worthy perſons he 
_ hath falſely intitled it to; and who have never given 
_ him the leaſt provocation for any ſuch calumny, 
The judicions reader cannot but obſerve how 
weak that cauſe muſt be, which the joint endea- 
vours of their party have not been able to defend, 
againſt an unknown perſon, who hath had nothing 
but gelen truth to oppoſe to whole armics of com- 
plicated falſchoods and malice: yet, ſupported by 
the goodneſs of the cauſe, I have waded through 
ſeas of ſcurrility, without being polluted by any of 
that filth they have inceſſantly caſt at me. I have 
neither miſrepreſented perſons nor things; nay, 
out of tenderneſs, have often forborn to thew their 
weakeſt fide, I appeal to all impartial men, whe- 
ther time hath not diſcovered more abuſes in the 
management of the late miniſtry, than the Exa- 
miner could expoſe ? The facts are now ſoobvious 
and uncontroverted, that I preſume there is no 
need of a monitor to point out thoſe things, to which 
every man is become capable of directing himſelf. 
Ont all the doubtful ſteps that I have taken in the 
conduct of this deſign; there is none for which I 
{o much blame myſelf, as firſt deſcending to take, 
notice and talk to thoſe wretched adverſarics that 
have weekly fought againſt me ; it was putting We 
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ſelf upon a level with ſuch whoſe deſigns and mine 
were entirely oppoſite : I was fired by the love of 
my country, and that noble ardour which conduct- 
eth us through a thouſand diſſiculties ia the purfue 


of juſtice: my attempt was 10 4//cover abuſes, theirs 


to cc them; 1 purſucd truth, they openly ad- 
hered to falſchood; my pen was valued for its fin- 
cerity, theirs deſpiſed for diſingenuity ; and yet T 


of others, although againſt a man's better ſenfe and 


and particularly in one example out of Plutarch ; 


nour and and modeſty, he could not bear a re- 


but broke his own meafures, and forfook his 
* prudent reſolutions, to iollow their vain hope 


and 'defire;” How much more commend: ble 


was the conftimecy of Phocion, who, when the A+ 


was jo weak to enter the liſts, mercly to fatisfy 
thoſe friends who becamc uncaſy at their not being 
_ oppoſed, and could not account for my negleet- 
a fault many have been guilty of, in conſideration 


reaſouing ; as I could inftince in ſeveral things, 


if che compariton may not be thought too great - 
preſumption : it is that of Pomp-.y +he Great, who + 
ventured a battle with Ceſar, vw hen it was not his in- 
tereſt ; © merely becauſe he was à man of that ho- 
44 


« proach ; neither would be diſoblige h's friends; a 


* 


thenians urged him at an unfeafonable time to falk 
upon the enemy, peremptor ly refuſed ; and being 


upbraided by them with cowardice and puſillani- 


mity, told them, Gentlemen, we underſtand one 


combatants : if I have not foiled them, I am'cer- 


_ tain they have not hurt me, any otherwiſe than 


another very well; you cannot make me valiant 
© at this time, nor I you wife!” e 
But it is time to have done with ſuch worthleſs - 


in my own opinion, for attempting to engage them. 


I hall conclude with obſerving che beauty of that 
profpet which lieth before me, and for Which 1 


* 


eongratulate with all my countrymen; the ſecu- 


| rity to our religion and happy onſtitution, under ; 


3 dur 
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our moſt pious Queen, her excellent parliament, 
and able miniſtry ; which to ſpeak of, one by one, 
would be a volume, not a ſheet, Methinks I be- 
hold the younger Cato in Mr. St. John * ; all that 
love for his country, that contempt of danger, and 
greatneſs of ſoul, of whom it was ſaid, © It was 
not for honour, or riches, nor raſhly, or by 
chance, that he engaged himſelf in the affairs of 
_ © ſtate; but he undertook the ſervice of the pub- 
«© lic, as the proper buſineſs of an honeſt man; 
* and * he thought himſclf obliged to be 
” as diligent for the good of that, as a bee for the 
«« preſervation of her hive.” L 

| By our well-governed ſtrength at home, we are 
now beginning to be truly formidable to our ene- 
mies abroad: France was never ſo buſy in ſearch- 


ing expedients that may incline towards a peace: | 


they find it is become their intereſt to be ſincere; 


nothing but the unexpected death of the Emperor, 


and that diſtracted ſtate of northern affairs, which 
at this time threateneth a breach in the confedera- 
cy; and the ſeeds of which miſchief have been 
long ſown, could prevent our finding the ſpeedy 
effects of it. All but thoſe who are wilfully blind, 
and bigotted to a party, plainly ſce the advantage 
of the change that hath been made; although con- 
_ Lidering the circumſtances of a tedious war, I am 
To far willing to comply with ſome gentlemen, as 
to admit there was a hazard in it, inaſmuch as a 
*« civil war is worſe than any tyranny” : from 
whence I take leave to hope, we ſhall not eafaly re- 
peat the danger; and fince all changes are not good, 
let us * no more. 


WM Secretary of State, . Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 


. 4 
— Ml 


, The Examiners were written in defence of 
ke new adminiſtration, and the particular revolu- 


olu- 


dhe more ſucceſsful his arms, in the greater danger 
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tions at court, which had introduced the Earl of 
Oxford, and had dilplaced the Earl of Godolphin 


and his friends. 5 
perſonally aimed 


Many of Swift's Examiners are 
at the — [the Duke of Marlborough]! Ina 


free country, the power of a general is always to- 
be feared, The greater his military capacity, or 


are the liberties of the people. On this maxim 
Swift proceeded : and while he was writing in _ 


8 fence of the commonwealth, he had an 


nity of giving a looſe to his own ſeverity; of which 
the horſe of Pride, and ſeveral other allegorical eſ· 


lays, are very ſpicired examples. 


But I am fettered in my animadverſions on theſe 


H papers. 'The preſent times, and the honour which 


I bear to many noble families, deſcended from per- 
ſons mentioned in the Examiners, make me willing 


V to take as flight notice as poſſible even of the wit- —Y 
| tieſt paſſages in thoſe papers, becauſe many of thoſe 
_ paſſages ariſe from perſonal reflections, or party- 


ſarcaſms. In general, the ſeveral points r 
to the national debt, (alas! how increaſed ſince the 
year 17100), che too long continuance of the war, 


and other public topics of complaint, are melan- 


_ choly truths, juſtly becoming the pen of a man who 2 
loves his count 


Within theſe laſt forty years, the political trea- 
tiſes have been ſo numerous, ſo various, ſo local, 
and fo temporary, that each new pamphlet has fuc- 
ceeded its predeceſſor, like a youthful fon to an an- 
cient father, amidſt a multiplicity of followers, ad- 
mirers, and dependents; whilſt the antiquated fire 


having flrutted and feamed his hour upon the * ad 


beard no more, but lies filent, and almoſt entirely for 

gotten, except by a few friends and cotem 

who accidentally remember ſome of his juſt obſerva - 

2 or prophetical aphoriſms, which they have liv- 
ed to ſee accompliſhed, Thus has it fared; even in 


my 


ol; * > 


Car uae cot ear fhcw onde eee woofers, 


7 THE EXAMINER: | No go; 


my time, with the Fami ters, the F reebolders, and the 
Craftſman. And the ſame fate will atrend moſt writ- 
ings of that ſort; which being framed to ſerve par- 

ticular views, fulfil the purport of their creation, 
and then perith : while works of a more liberal and 


diffuſive kind are acceptable to all perſons, and all 
times; and may aſſume to themſelves a certain proſ- 


pect of ſarviving to the lateſt poſterity, 
But when a young gentleman enters into the 


commerce of life, he will be obliged, in his own 


defence, to look into every thing that has been 


written upon political ſubjects. In England a man 


cannot keep up a converſation without being well 


- verſed in politics. In whatever other point of 
learning he may be deficient, he certainly muſt not 
appear ſuperficial in ſtate- affairs. He muſt chuſs. 
his party; and he muſt ſtick to the choice. Vn 

reuscare gradum, muſt be his motto; and Heaven 
forgive ſuch an one, if the gradus now and then 
enforces him to act againſt ſelf. conviction. 
If party, and the conſequences of it, had ariſen 


to that height among the Romans and Grecians, as 


it has riſcn of late years among the Englith, their 
Poets would probably have added her ro the three 
furics, and would have placed her in hell, as a fit 
companion for Tyſphone, Megara, and Alecto; 
from whence, according to their deſeription, ſhe- 
miglit have made excurſions upon carth, only with 


an intention to deſtroy, confound, miſlead, and' 


diſunite mankind: 


It is true, that all countries have their partics 
and their factions. But there is a certain contagi- 


dus diſtemper of this, ſo peculiar to the Britiſh 


iſlands, that, I believe, it is unknown to every o- 


ther part of the world. It increaſes our natural 
gloom, and it makes us fo averſe to each other, 


that it keeps men of the beſt morals, and moſt ſo- 
cial inclinations, in one continual ſtate of warfare 
and oppoſition, Muft not the ſource of this 2 
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lady ariſe rather from the heart, than from 
head ? from the different operations of our - 
ons, than of dur . 


Furorne cacus, an rapit vit acrior, 
An culpa ? 


| Swift, a man of king paſſions, was, kcal 
quence of thoſe paſſions, violent in his party. But 
as his capacity and genius were ſo extraordinary and 
extenſive, even his party-writings carry with them 
dignity and inſtruction. And in that light one 
ould read the Examiners, where he will find a 
nervous ſtyle, a clear diction, and great knowledge 


© of the true landeſt intereit of England. ny. | 


The houſe of Pride, in the Fxaminer, No 49. 


Vas not the production of Dr, Swift; but was one 
_ of the viſions of Mrs, W who wrote the A 


lantis, Swift. 


The laft * 8 were not wrote by Dr. 
Swift, as appears from the notes at No 13. But 
as they had got a place in all former editions of the 
Dean's works, Hawkeſworth's excepted, we were 
adviſed to retain them in the Pre edition, 
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Some Abvies humbly offered to the Mem- 


bers of the Oc rogER CLus. 
In a Letter from a Perſon of Honour. i 


Written in the year 1711. 


The PUBLISHER's PREFACE. 
1 the year when her late Majeſty of bleſſ. 
ed memory thought proper to change her mi- 


niſtry, and brought in Mr. Harley, Mr St. John, 
Sir dimon Harcourt, and ſome others; the firſt of 
theſe being made an Earl and Lord Treafurer, he 

was ſoon after blamed by his friends for not mak- 
ing a general ſweep of all the Mg, as the latter 
did of their adverlarics upon her Majeſty's death, 
when they came into power. At that time a great 
number of parliament- men, amounting to above 


two hundred, grew ſo warm upon the flownefs of 


the Treafurer in this part, that they formed them- 
ſelves into a body, under the name of the Offober 
Club, and had many mcetings to confult upon ſome 


methods that might ſpur on thoſe in power, ſo that 
they might make a quicker diſpatch in removing all 


of the Mug leaven from the employments they ſtill 


poſſeſſed. To prevent the ill conſequences of this 


diſcontent among ſo many worthy members, the 
reſt of the miniſtry joined with the Treaſurer, part- 
Iy to pacify, and partly to divide, thoſe who were 


in greater haſte than moderate men thought con- 


venient. It was well known, that the ſuppoſed au · 
thor met a conſiderable number of this club in 2 
pou houſe, where he convinced them very plain- 


of the Treaſurer's ſincerity, with many of thoſe 


very reaſons which are urged in the following di- 


| courle, 


r ˙ . w ͤ— ! T 


cauule there were many employments to be beſt 
which required ſkill and 


| - mate of the ſuppoſcd author. 
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courſe, deſides ſome others, which were not fo 


oper to appear at that time in print. 
* he Nee alledged in his defence, that ſuch 
a treatment would not conſiſt with prudence, «1 
Ow ; 
practice; that ſeveral | 
gentlemen who, poſſeſſed them had been long ver- 

ſed, very loyal to her Majeſty, had never been vio» 
lent party men, and were ready to fall into all 
honeſt meaſures for the ſervice of their Queen 


| and country. But however, as offices became va- 


cant, he would humbly recommend to her Ma- 


jeſty ſuch gentlemen, whoſe principles with 


both to church and ftate his friends would ap- 


prove of, and he would be ready to accept their 
recommendations. 'Thus the Earl proceeded in 
procuring employments for thoſe who deſerved 
them by their honeſty and abilities to execute them; 
which I confeſs to have been a ſingularity not very 

likely to be imitated, However, the gentlemen of 


this club ſtill continued uneaſy that no quicker pro- 
greſs was made in removals, until thoſe who were 


leaſt violent began to ſoften a little, or by dividing 
them the whole affair dropped. During this difficulty. 
we have been aſſured, that the following diſcourſe 


was very ſeaſonably publiſhed with great ſucceſs, 
ſhewing the difficultics that the Earl of Oxford lay 
under, and his real defire, that all perſons in em- 
2 ſhould be truly loyal churchmen, zealous 
tor her Majeſty's honour and ſafety, as well as for 
the ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover, if the 
Queen ſhould happen to die without iſſue. This 
diſcourſe having been publiſhed about the year. 
1711, and many of the Facts forgotten, would not 
have been generally underſtood without ſome ex- 
planation, which we have now endeavoured to give, 
becauſe it ſeems a point of hiſtory too material to be 
| We owe this piece of intelligence to an inti- 


„ 


Some Apvice humbly offered to the Mem- 
bers of the Ocroper Crus“. 


_ GENTLEMEN, 1280 
ay NCE the firſt inſtitution of your ſociety, I 
kJ have always thought you capable of the great- 
_ eſt things. Such a number of perſons, members 
of parliament, true lovers of our conſtitution in 

church and ftate, meeting at certain times, and 
mixing buſineſs and converſation together, without 


This pamphlet was written in the year 1711, and is ſo applica- 
ble to that particular time that I ſhall not make any animadverfions 
upon it. From political tracts, the true biſtory of F.ngland is to be 
_ deduced: and if foreigners were to enter into that branch of reading, 
they might frame a mare diſtin notion of our legiſlature, and of our 
manners, than from more laboured and connected accounts of our 
conflicution, In ſuch a view, I am apt to think, the-, at firſt ſight, 
they muſt behold us a diſunited, diſcontented, and ſeemingly an un- 
ſteady people. But I am certain, that, upon a more exalted, or 2 
more mi we diſquiſition, they muſt find in us a fixed, and, I may 
ſay, an innate love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps ſometimes er- 
roneous in its progreſs, but conſtant and unwearied in the purſuit of 
that gloriou: end. What people upon earth can deftre a more exalted, 
or a more diftinguiſhed charzQer ? to ſpeak in the dialect of the 
| Heathen world, our errors are the errors of men, our principles are 
the principles of gods. Orrer g. 3333 


Perbeps that clear, impartial account of the indigeſted ſ hemes of 
the October club. vs it fell accicentally from the pen of Dr. Swift, 
may throw ſome additional light upon the hiſtory of that #ra, which, 
it muſt be corf: fed, is very greatly want<d z and at the ſame time 
be a caution to all worthy and ſober men, Who principal'y intend 
the good of their country, in all their reaſonings and debates, not 
violently to oppoſe and diſtreſs any miniftry wh: tloever, who de ſice 
to act with temper and moderation upon confi tutional principles. 
HFlis account of them runs in theſe terms, © We are plagued with 
% an Ocuber club, that is, a ſet of above an hundred parliament - 
8 3 d mem 
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oppoſite party. Upon the 


| = = 


| blies, m h improve each o- 
ther's underſtanding, tand fix your judgment, 
and prepare yourſelves againſt any deſigns of th 

opening of this ſeſſion 

an incident hath happened, to provide againſt the 

conſequences whereof will require your utmoſt vi- 

gilance and application. All this laſt ſummer the 
enemy was working under ground, and laying their 
train; they gradually became more frequent and 

bold in their pamphlets and papers, while thoſe on 
our fide were dropped, as if we had no farther oc- 
cafion for them. Some time before an opportu- 
nity fell into their hands, which they have cultivat- 

ed ever ſince; and thereby have endeavoured in 


ſome ſort to turn thoſe arts againſt us, which had 


been ſo effectually employed to their ruin: a plain 

demonſtration of their ſuperior {kill at intrigue; to 
make a ſtratagem ſuccced a ſecond time, and this 
even againſt thoſe who firſt tried it upon them. 1 

know not whether this opportunity I have men- 


men of the country, who drink October beer at home, and meet 
every evening at a tavern near the parliment, to conſult affairs, 
und drive things on to extremes agiinſt the Whigs; to call the 
old miniſtry to account, and yet off five or ſix heads. The mini- 
e firy ſeem not to reg ud them; yet one of them in confidence told 
me, that there muſt be C:mething thought on to ſeule things 
„better. III tell you one great ſlate - ſecret. The Queen, fenfble 
* bow much ſhe was governed by the late miniſtry, runs a little 
© into tha other extreme; and is jealous in that point even of, thoſe 
* who got her out of the other's bands, The miniſtry ie for gentler 
e meaſures, and the o her Teries for more violent. © Lord Rivers 
<< talking to me the, athey day, curſed the paper called the Examiner, 
„ for ſpe:king civilly of the Duke of Maribor uzb. This I hap- 
10 fened to talk of to the ſecretary, who blamed the warmth of 
© that Lord and ſorne others; and ſwore that if their advice were 
followed, they would be blown up in twenty - four hours. And 1 
« have reaſon to think, that they vill endeavour to prevail on the 
«© Queen, to put her affairs more in the hands of a miniſtry than ſhe 
« does at preſent 1 and there are; I believe, two mem thought on; 
Sore of them» you have often met the name of in my letters.” 
ae. Feb, u. nh Nn. 


tioned 


cond ond weer. ere by ay cars it 


ont firing a very tender paint, which thoſe chief - 
2 — pbk by all means, becauſe it might 
1 4 counterpart 2 what they had ſo much con- 


demned in their predeceſſors ; .akhough it is cer- 
tain the two caſes were widely different; and if 
policy had once got the better of good nature, all 
had been ſafe, for there was no other danger in view: 
but the conſequences of this were foreſcen from 


the beginning; and thöſe who kept the watch had 
early warning of it, It would have been a maſter- 
piece of prudence in this caſe to have made a friend 
| of an enemy. But whether that were poſlible to be 
compaſſed, or whether it were ever attempted, is 
now too late to enquire. All accomodation: was 
rendered deſperate by an unlucky proceeding fome | 
months ago at Windſor, which was a declaration 


of war too frank and generous for that ſituation of 


5 affairs; and I am told, was not approved by a cer- 


tain great miniſter. It was obvious co ſuppole, 
that, in a 


2 ef and afſiduity ; which, as they are often 


= —— make impreſſions upon the bef and great- 


oft minds. 
It was no ſmall advantage to. the deſigning party, 


that,” ſince the adventure at Windſor, the perſon on 
whom * 2 4 long abſent * ; 


-, 


particular where the honour and wtereſt 
of a huſband were ſo cloſely united with thoſe of 
a wife, he might be fure of her utmoſt endea- 
yours for his protection, although ſhe neither lov- | 
ed nor eſteemed him. The danger of lofing pow- 
er, favour, profit, and a ſhelter from domeſtic ty- 
_ ranny, were ſtrong incitements to ſtir up a work- 
_ ing rain, early practiſed in all the arts of imtrigue- 
ing. Neither is it ſafe to count upon the weak- | 
neſs of any man's underſtanding, who is thorough- 


ly poſlefſed wich the ſpirit of revenge to ſharpen 
| his invention: nothing eiſe is required beſides 06- 


of thoſe who have no better, ſo they 


8 Poa hel mchte 


___ ance 


I mins, when 
|| radicting their intereſt have an 

| we imothe bargain, This, with — — — 
| _— immediate — went far in 


| for à prevailing opinion, that the church 


| leaſt were not fo firmly united as they ought 
do have been. It was commonly ſaid, and I fup- 
poſe not without ſome 


| xg that th they thought it looked as if people 
vere nor in earneft; that they expected to fee'a 


/ 


er ³ that thus change 


"ox 


that miniſters are in prudenee forced to take to de- 
ſend their country and themſelves againſt an irritated 
fation. The negotiators on the other fide improv- 
ed this favourable conjuncture to the utmoſt; and 


by an unparallelbed boldneſs, accompanied with 
_ fallehoods, perfuaded certain lords, (who 


were already in the fame principle, but were afraid 
making a wrong ſtep, leſt it ſhovid lad them out 
of [their roathes into the dirt), that voting in ap 
againſt the court would be the ſafeſt conrſe to 
avoid the danger _— moſt apprehended, which 
heir penſions; and their op 
yo Ger would by con» 


en 8 
and from which our adverſaries reckoned upon 


auch wonderful effect; and fome off bx, 
my Lord Chief Juſtice, began te abt us. 


if all were already in their power. 


Bur although the more immediate cauſes of 
this deſertion were what I have above related, 
Ei ape ro. thivk, it would hardly have 

attempted, or at leaſt not ſucceeded, but 


party and the minifters had different views, or at 


of truck. that 
emen of your club were diſcontented to fnd 


thoroagh change with reſpe& to cmployments; and 
although every man could not be provided for, pet 
when all places were filled with perſons of good h 
principles, there would be fewer complaints and 


2 ve. 


3 tifying one nineteen would be diſobliged; — 
all had leave to hope, they would — 
deſerve: but this again was eſteemed a very 
low policy, which was too 
muſt ſoon come to an end, and would cauſe a ge- 


| "Bla of miniſters i in our — — 3 
jk reaſon thought a little hard, that thoſe for 3 


whom any employment was intended, ſhould by 


| fachadelay be probably deprived of half their be- 
nefit; not to mention, that a miniſtry is beſt | 
confirmed, when all inferior officers are in its in- 


I have ſet, this cauſe of complaint nets 
8 eſt light, although my n is to endeavour that 
it ſhould have no manner of weight with you, as 1 


— am confident our adverſaries counted upon, and do 
_ ill expect to find mighty advantages by it. 


But it is neceſſary to ſay ſomething to this ob- 
jection, which in all appearance lieth ſo hard upon 
the preſent miniſtry, What ſhall I offer upon fo 
tender a point ? How ſhall I convey an anſwer that 
none will apprehend, except thoſe for whom I in- 
tend it ? I have often pitied the condition of great 
miniſters upon ſeveral accounts; but never ſo 
much upon any, as when their duty obliges them 


to bear the blame and envy of actions, for which 


— will not be anſwerable in the next world, al- 
though they dare not convince the preſent, until it 


no mean hand, nor from a perſon uninformed, 


although for the reſt as little concerned in point of 
tereſt for any change of miniſtry, as moſt "_ 


eaſily ſeen . — 


* ; 


is too late. This letter is ſent you, Gentlemen, from 


ä 


, Te” * * ; * A 
6 ä ISIS” * * k 2 | 
os at | 
* F — 4 , 
. 
. . 5 
. : * 8 5 
o 


the ſpring of affairs, but views them only in their 


iſſhes and evenas, will be apt to tix applauſes and 
reproaches in the wrong place, which is the 


true cauſe of a weakneſs that I never yet knew 
great miniſters without; I mean their being deaf to 
all advice: for, if a perſon of the beſt underſtand- 
ing offers his opinion in a point, where he is not 


| maſter of all the circumſtances, (which perhaps 
are not to be told), it is a hundred to one but he 


runs into an ablurdity ; from whence it is, that 


miniſters falſely conclude themſelves to be equally 


wiſer than. ochers in general things, where the com- 


mon reaſon of mankind ought to be the judge, ant 
is probabiy leſs biaſſed than theirs, I have known 
à great man of excellent parts blindly purſue a 
_ point of no importance, againſt the advice of every 


riend he had, until it ended in his ruin. I have 


ſeen great abilities rendered utterly uſeleſs by un- 
k accountable antl unneceſſary delay; and by difficulty 

of acceſs, by which a thouſand opportunities arr 
ſuffered to eſcape. I have obſerved the ffrengeit 


ſbꝛulders to fink under too great a load of buſineſs, 
for want of dividing a due proportion among o- 
thers, Theſe, and more that might be named, art 


obvious — which every rational man may be 


allowed to di , as well as lament: and wherei 


the wiſeſt miniſter may receive advice from others of 

inferior underſtanding. But in thoſe actions where 

|| we are not thoroughly informed of all the mouves 
| and eircumſtances, it is hardly. 

judgment ſhould not be miſtaken. I have often been 


one of the company, where we have all blam- 


ed a meaſure taken, which hath —— 


R 3 


| of his fellow- ſubjects. I may therefore aſſume fo 
much to myſelf. as to defire you would depend up- 
on it, that a ſhort time will make manifeſt, how 
little the defect you complain of ought to lie at that 
dear, where your enemies would be glad to fee you 
place it. The-wiſeſt man, who is not very near 


Mble that dur 
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S. 
Nay, I have known thoſe ve men who have for- 
—— in the ſecret of when a new ſet 
of & hath come in, offering their refinements 
conjectures in a very plaufible manner 


BZ 


vanted. 

- Whiazever oecafions. may have been given for 
complaints that .evough hath not been done, thoſe 
complaints ſhould not be carried ſo far as to make 
us forget what hath been dine, which at firſt was a 
great deal more than we hoped or thought practi- 
cable; r — that ſo much cou- 


| 
Nr 


power : and if every thing be- 
uld 50 hath not been hitherto 


1 > mote to de iapenced then” — 


is good reaſon to hope from rhe vigorous 


proceedings of the court, that theſe impediments 


will in a mort time effectually be removed: and 
great motive t — — 4 1 


ene 
Al doubtleſs be the reflection upon thoſe danger. 
l * have enfued 


von 


-oflibly FOR ſucceeded. 
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great mar ar you, —— . 


— — en, if it 


| tion to blaſt all our endeavours 
thoſe popular reproachesof France and the preten- 
der; not to mention the danger they have been in 
from private infnuations of ſuch anature as it was al- 
moſt impoſſible to fence againſt. Theſe clouds now 
begin to blow over, and thoſe who are at the helm 


able malice of an enemy; power 
dicate itſelf, and diſarm its oppoſers, at leaſt of all 


* Conſider, if you pleaſe, how hard beſet the pre- 


| ſeri miniſtry bach been on every ſide; by the im- 


poſſibility of carrying on the war any longer with- 
r | tpn... 7x4 
covering Spain from the houſe of Bourbon, al- 
cmough we could continue it many years longer: 

by the clamours of a faction againſt any peace with 
out that condition, which the moſt knowing among 
themſelves allowed to be impracticable; by the ſecret 


 cabals of foreign miniſters, who have endeavoured 


| "i inflame our people, and ty > 


peace with 


vill have leiſure to look about them, and complete 
That confederate body, which, now makes up 


e adverſe party, confiſteth of an union fo mon- 


ſtrous and unnatural, that in a little time it muſt 
of neceſſity fall to pieces, The Difſenters with rea- 
_ fon think themſelves betrayed and fold by their bre- 

thren. What they have been told, that the prefenc 


the party have no 


hatred and rancour againſt thoſe in power, without 


agreeing in any W ¹9 V 
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ed by principle or p. 
| parveularly of their leaders; and although I Ka] 
that court-enmities are as inconſtant as iis friends 
ip ; yet from the difference of tempers and.prin- 
ciple, as well as the ſcars remaining of former ani - 
motnies,. I am perſuaded their league will not be of 
ang continuande: I know ſeveral of them, who. 
will never pardon thoſe: with whom they are now 
in confederacy; and when once they ſee the pre« 


weary 21 a cold ſeent, or playing a deſe 
pera*e game, and crumble away. _ 


On the other fide, while the malice of that party. 1 
continues in vigour, while they yet feel the bruiſes | 


of their fall, which pain them afreſh fince their late 


4 appointment, they. will leave no arts untried to re- 


cover themſelves; and, it behoves all who have any 


to join unanimouſly againſt an adverſary, who will 


„ 


opportunity that ſhall offer.; and this perhaps is 
more to be regarded, becauſe that party ſcem yet 


to have a reſerve of hope in the ſame quarter frem 


wenge their Joſt reinforcement came. Neither can 
any thing cultivate this hope of theirs ſo much as a 

agreement among . ourſclves founded upon 
2 jealouſy. of the miniſtry, who I think need 
ng better a teſtimony of their good intentions, 
than the inceſſant rage of the party- leaders againſt 


F 


© There is one fault which. boch fides are apt io 
| 4 upon themſelves, and very generouſly com- 


men | their adverſaries for che contrary virtue. Lhe 
Tories acknowledge, that the Whigs out- did them in 
rewarding their ch. and adhering to cach other: 


rr * 
an 3 ILL, he 8-5 


% - 


regard for the ſafety of the Queen or her kingdom, 
return full fravght with, vengeance upon the. firſt 


the Nhe allow the ſame to the Tories. I am apt to 
1 think, that the former may a little excel the latter 
in this. point; for, doubtleſs, che Tories are leſs 
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conſider that the 


* * b 


though at che 

againſt the 

rits were ; and they had reaſon on 
their fade, no doubt 2 misfortune to 


I 


us. Thee court and country party, — 
the old diviſion, ſeems now to be ceaſed; or fuſ- 


pended for better times and worſe princes,” The 


Queen and miniſtry are at this time fully in the true 


intereſt of the kingdom; and therefore the court 
and country are of a fide; and the Whigs,' who'ori- 
ginally were of the latter, are now of neither, but 
an independent faction, nurſed by the necefftics or 


miſtakes of 2 boy good, — R 
82 —— to join 
e co — until 


— — — and — It is e- 
nough to arm ourſclves againſt them, when we 
ſt misfortunes which can be- 


I 1 . is moſt' ſortened. 'A wane 
E in this diffieult caſe is ſometimes forced to pre: *1 
_ ſerve his credit by: forbeari ws | 


— ambition — | 
_ | wouldinfer from hence, that no — 
1 ſuch, I mean, as I have already 


mentioned, ſhould be carried ſo far as to give any 4 © 
Il imprefGon of the preſent miniſtry. If allthings | 


have not been hitherto done as you, Gentlemen, 
conld 1 with, it can be imputed only to 


. the ſecret inflruments of that a, The truth 


When it — . 
that a hath not —— —ů—— 
due to his ſtation, he will however deſire 


preſerve the d 
3 
—— 


will; acid dig enomics nee fure to cry up his exceſs 
of power, in choſe poims. where they 


a What 
power, for fear of diſcovering — the lirnits 
extend of —_ is ner; 2 PR 


or fear 
0 his ma · 


che reputation of it, without which he neither can 


e difappolnt- 
ments to ſome deep deſign; or to his defect of good | 
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— Neither is eee 
dec 
lies of 


__ choth. And, as in common life,” whoever | hath 


| yen: ſs ir is with the reco- 


others, CCR country, may have 


reſentment at this time muſt either be none at all, 


| | Toon nx as things will return of cope 


happen to ſuffer for the firs of their pre- 

1 — ——— great abuſes and monopo- 
power and favour, have taught princes to 

be more thvifry for the future in the diſtribution of 


been long confined is very fond of his hberty, and 
will not eaſily endure the very of re- 
ſtraint, even from thoſe who have the inſtru- 


y of power, which is uſually attended with an 
diſtinguiſhed) caloufy, leſt ir ſhould be again in- 
vaded. In ſuch a juncture I cannot diſeover, why 


_ | « viſeandhoneſt man ſhould venture to place im- | 
ſelf at the head of affairs 


|| thanthe ſafety of his country, and che advice of 
: | Socrates, 10 WE 


upon any other regard 


prevent an ill man from coming in. 
Upon the whole, I donor ſee any one ground-of 


ſuſpicion or diflike, to which you, Gentlemen, or 
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e even tho 
IS e * 
== to 3 farther, Nate wan 


AC- 
quit the miniſtry of _ neutrality, Foy 
have been laid to their charge. wo ſuppoſe ſome 


ſmall part of chis accuſation were 


true) which I poſi- 


tively know to be otherwiſe, w — wortl am LY 


ſoon be convinced), yet the conſequences of any 


or the moſt fatal that can be imagined ; for if the 
ent miniſtry be made ſo uncafy, that a change 


ike wh note ge to. procure; >: majveiry 
— They will reſume their power with a 


umvirate: 
cenfured for too much beſitation, will fall che 
firſt ſacrifices to their vengeance : but theſe are the 


ſmalleſt miſchiefs to be 
turning exiles. What ſecurity can a prince hope 
for his perſon, or his crown, or even for the mo- 
= y nnn 

friends brought to the ſcaffold for aferting bis 
riglet; to ſee his prerogative trampled on, and his 
treaſure applied to: feed the  avarice of theſe who 


= themſelves his keepers ; to hear himſelf treated 


_ with inf and contempt; to have his family 
piitged at pleaſure by their humour and malice; and 
[ne the name and ſhadow. of a king no 


change. of e, as that, invenomed party is now 


 dameſtic. enemy.» is out of n eee 
| 7 MOL . 
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from ſuch re- 
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jering z which will beſt be prevented by your 
Ra —— to the preſent miniſtry, undil this 


1 .vu ˙¹¹ e he 1 a „ „ 2h, ©, won act 


1 : - . N * 
4.14% £3 woteely 42; 5 | 53 Het 
" & 92. * 4 a * * « 
1 + v4 : * x hid c HN 452 + - 
bis . 4 ; 1 
ph . N 3 6. 1 oi = 8 p 5 e 5 a ' * 
' # IH * * 4 1 I 4 : 
F 4 £4 : 4 * * Þ I 2 $5 £ »-% | 4 +: 5 } + 4 4 — 
"A . 
35 1 24 1 n i ++ | 
— x a> 
; _ F 11 N 
1 1 1 th +3 #34 #344 . * 3 2 { 
— 4 k ; 8 1 ig! | 
5 K g r Uk ohn E n 
- 
3} F Ai | (+37 44} hb A | 
a Gf 14 


; 4 
_ 


lo ũͥF;; ataccls.. om. lg ðꝰxVi7 ro to 


FPS . 6. _ £4 a... D_ Xt. AV 


A Prorosar for the univerſal uſe of Ini 
-ManvyFaAcTURE, in claths and furniture 


_  cing every thing wearable that comes from 


"EncLand *. 


Written in the year 1720. 


FT is the peculiar felicity and prudence of the peo» 
1 ple in this kingdom, n 

or productions lie under the greateſt diſcourage- 
ments from England, thoſe are what they are ſure 


Upon Dr. Swift's arrival in Ireland, that pirit which had been 


raiſed againſt him by the Whigs in England, infatuated likewiſe the 

whole populace of Dublin; inſomoch that when he walked throug 
the town, he was frequently pointed at and abuſed by ſeyeral of the 
meaner ſhopkeepers, mechanics, and other baſe fellows without name 


or occupation, Theſe abominable wretches, like their brethren the 

yahoos, would often ſcrape the kennels with their naſly claws, to 
throw dirt and filth at him as he paſſed through the city ; all which 
he bore for two or three years, until the brutes became tired of their 
ſcurrility, not ſo much with a reſigned philoſophical patience, as in- 
deed with that ſuperior contempt for all unworthy demeanor, which 
is only to be conceived by the moſt improved and exalted minds. But 
theſe ani moũties having ſubſided for two or three years, inſtead of re- 
joicing over the miſeries of that peo; le which had witł out cauſe borne 


N hate againft him, he began to look down with pity on 


firefſed condition: he regretted the calamities of his country 
and the abſurdity of their politics ; he deplored their want of com- 
merce, and lamented all their grievances. At laſt, in 1720, he re- 
ſolved, as far as lay in his power, to correct the ertors and the blun- 


ders of his deluded countrymen ; and with that view he writ ſhort 
and lively propoſals for the univerſal uſe of Triſh manuſature, e., 3 on 


account of which a proſecution was ſet on foot againſt Waters the 


Printer of that pamphlet, which was carried on with ſo much vio- 


ce, that one William Whitſhed, then Chief Juſtice, thought 
ts in a manner the moſt extraordinary, to keep the jury cleve 
vours, and 10 ſend them tack nine times out of court until he bad 

Vor. III. W wearie 


206 A PROPOSAL FOR THE USE 4 
to be moſt induſtrious in cultivating and ſpreading. 2 
all wife nations, and for the encouragement where- 
of there are ſo many ſtatute-laws in England, we 
_ countenance ſo well, that the landlords are eve 
where by penal clauſes abſolutely prohibiting their 


_ wearied them into a ſpecial verdict, But Whitſhed, à man of low 
birth and narrow edu:ation, whoſe whole pittance of learning was 
confined within the magic circle of tae laws, the doQtrine of prece- 
dents, and practice of the courts, was by no meats aware by what 
unmerciful frokes a patriot and genius like Dr. Swiſt could avenge 
upon him the cauſe both cf himſelf and country. Whitſhed, armed 
with power, and {ure to be ſupported, in che virulent days of party, 
22 all thoſe who adhered to their Tory principles, firſt gave the 
arm to battle by an attack upon Waters the printer. Swift, armed 
with genius, and fired with a zeal for liberty and public intereſt, flew 
directly to the charge. Bot finding he had to deal with an-adverſary — | 
_ ___ unequal to the combat, he contented himſelf for the . preſent: wick 
_ giving bim three or four laſhes, and making him thoroughly con. | 
teimptible in the eyes of the world, But ſoon after Swift had further | 
vecaſion ſor exerting all his powers againſt the unfortunate Whitſhed. 


This treatiſe * very faſt, upon which a perfon in great office 
ſent in haſte for the Chief Juſtice, kites) ns or bim of 
_ 4 ſeditious, faltious, and virulent pamphlet lately publiſhed, with a 
_ deſign of letting the two Kingdoms at variance, fucking at the fame 
time, that the printer ſhould be proſecuted with the utmoſt rigour.— 
The Chief Fuftice bad ſo quick an underſtanding, taat he reiolved if 
poſſible to outdo his orde:s,—Thbe printer was ſeized, and forced to 
give great bail: —the jury brought bim in not guilty, although they 
deen culled with the utmoſt induftry : the Chief Juſtice ſent them 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, until being tired out 
they were forced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge by {| 
what they call a ſpecial nerdif?, During the trial the Chief uflice, 1 
among other ſingularities, laid his hand on his breaſt, and proteſied ' 
ſolemnly, that the author's defign was to bring in the pretender : but 3 
the cauſe being ſo very odious and unpopular, the trial of the verdict 
Was deferred from one term ts another, until u (the D. of | 
_ G--ft-n) the Lord Lieutenant's arrival, his Grace, after mature advice i 
and permiſſion from England, was pleaſed to grant a Nei projſegrt. {| 
See Swaft's letter to Pope, of Jan. 10. 72224. | . [- 
This piece firſt turned the tide of popularity in the author's 


_ When the author had finiſhed Gulliver's travels, he found an - 
2 — to indulge his love of politics, and to commence a patriot for {} 
Ireland : and he made uſe of the opportunity, by increaſing the na- 

- Wraljealouy which the lefler jfond conflantly entertains of the , 
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TY nne not ſatisfied to 4 

: them within certain limitations, as is the 

bt che Engliſh ; one effect of which is already Ben 
ia che prodig ious dearneſs of corn, and the impor - 
tation of it from London, as the cheaper market. 
And becauſe people are the riches of a country, and 
that our neighbours have done, and are doing, all 
that in them lies to make our woot a drug to us, 
uad a monopoly to them; therefore the ic gen 
3 tlemen of Ireland have depopulated — 
de beſt land, for the feeding of 

I could fill a volume, a 
wiſe men of Get ham, with a catalogue only of 
aſl laws and cuſtoms we have obſerved with- 
in thirty years paſt. It is true indeed, our benefi- - 
cial traffic of wool with France bath been our only 
fſuapport for ſeveral years paſt, furniſhing us with - 
" ie Sttle moncy we have to- pay our rents, and 
g to market. But our merchants: affure me, 
Ia trade hath received a great damp by the pre- 

{ © ſent fluctuating condition of the coin in France: 
that moſt of their wine is paid for in ſpecie, 
1 © without — thither any cem from 

1 .« hence. 
Ei However, fince we are ſo univerſally bent upon 
1 enlarging our flocks, it may be worth inquiring, 
= _ zl do wi cur woot, in caſe Barn- 


13 93 or ſal, immediately raiſed a very violent fame. 

| Fl The printer was pro ted: and the proſecution had the ſame effect 
| which generally attends thoſe kind of meaſures ; it add d fewel to rhe 
13 | flame, But his greateſt enemies muſt confeſs, that the pamphlet is 
. written in the fiyle of a man, who had the good of his country near- 

E- 2 eſt his heart; who ſaw her errors, and wiſhed to cor ect them; who 

| ff Felt her opprefſions, and withel to relieve them ; and who had d defire 

| | to rouſe and awaken an indolent nation from a lethargic — 
that might prove fatal to her conſſitution. Orrery. - See An x 


| _ «lent new ſeng on @ ſeditions þ 

- FF - RAS . practice of farmers to wear out ik SI ground with 
1 bing, neither — nor letting it lie fallow ; zud when their 
IIe near expired, they ploughed even the meadows, and mage 
2 uch havock, that the landlords, by their zeal to prevent it, were be. 
* into this pernicious meaſure, 


IE, „ ſcaple 
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mittees a litle with the fate 


were not of the 


F ; tent with Iriſh ſtcuffs for the furniture of their houſes, | 
for gowns and petticoats for themſelves and their | 


„had — themſelves and their com- 
the nation. For ex- 


ample: What if the houſe of C 


fit to make a reſolution, nemine contradicente, againſt | 


any cloth or ſtuff in their families, which 


and declar- 


ed, that whoever acted otherwiſe, mould be dicin- 
ed and 


an enemy to the nation What if 


they had ſent up ſuch a reſolution to be agreed to by 


8 ve 
at if the ladies ſhould be con- 


daughters? Upon the whole, and to croyn all the 


reſt, let a firm reſolution be em by malie and fe- 
male, never to appcar with one ſing le. red ihat comes 1 


from England; and let all the people fay, AMEN.” 


I hope, and believe, nothing could” pleaſe: his A 
Majeſty beiter than to hear, that his loyal ſubjeQs 


of both ſexes in this kingdom + celebrated his birth- 


2 * A fs. —— e, at that time the 3 
Er i 7 ood. 7 | pricpa 


| nufacture of — on his Majeſty's bictkday 3753. . >» 


Her Grace the Dutcheſs of Dorſet, the Lord Lieutgnant's lady, 
id to have appeared at the caßle in Dublin * clad LP * 


-* l 
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—— | 


and manufacture of "this 
| kingdom ? What if they had extended it ſo farias 1 
—— — ry callicoes, and 
the lexicon of female fo 
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FI nn chad} is 4 
a 2 k E 
this:deluded people to ſave them from the brink of 
tina If che men's: may be taken, the la- 
Le wan look as handſome in ſtus as in 

wi be room e- 


. until a law-were made for burs- 

4 ing every ching chat came from England, except 
e their people and their coals.” I muſt confeſ, 
$ 8 ———— —————ͤ 


alitl time we ſhall bare no occaſion for then. 
Mun mitra of, non tanti jedi otra, 1 


des e from Logland | 
be thought /canda/ous, and become a topic for cone 
vs at vers and tea-tables, 
If the unthinking ſkopkeepers in this town had 
not been utterly deſticute of common ſenſe, they 
3 would have made ſome propoſal to the pas ſi amm 
= with. a pelition to the ſe. I have mentioned; 
5 to the * cloths and ſtuffs of the 
El e ation inte all degrees of finenoſs and 
; and engaging not ro play the knave, ac 
— — by exacting and impoſ- a 
the nobility and __ CONS . 
the goodneſs.” — remember, in 
| upon a general mourning, the ra ally mer» _ 
dent and — — would in — twent⸗ 
I do raiſe their cloths and ſilks to above a double 
3 . the corn ha 
Þ X whining Fee to the court, & that 
We, and their fmeries lay 
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e A PROPOSAL FOR THE a 
I could wiſh, our ſhopkeepers would immediate · 


15 think! on this propoſal, addrefling it to all per- 


—— — but firſt be ſure to 
PW 


I think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to follow 

this good example; becauſe © in a time thoſe 
* among them who are ſo unfortunate to have had 
** their birth and education in this country, will 
© think themſelves abundantly happy when 
can afford Iriſh crape and an Athlone hat;“ and 
as to the others, I ball not —— 1 
I have indeed ſeen the I. Archbiſhop of 


J * ** 


Dublin * clad from head to foot in our own m_ 


facture; and yet under the roſe be it ſpoken, ( his 


« Grace deſerveth as good a gown, as * he had 


not been born among us.“ 
T have not courage enough to offer one 
on this ſubject to their Honours of the army : 


ther have I ſufficicatly conſidered the great import "3-0 


ance of ſcarlet and gold lace. 
The fable in Ovid of Arachne 2 Pallas is to 


this purpoſe. The goddeſs had heard of one A- 
rachne, a young virgin, very famous for ſpinning 


and weaving : they both met upon a trial of 1kill; 


and Pallas finding herſelf almoſt equalled in her 


own art, ſtung with rage and envy, knocked her 


rival down, and turned her into a ſpider; injoin - 
ing her to /pin and weaus for ever out of her own 


bowels, and in a very narrow: compaſs. I confeſs, 


that from a boy I always pitied poor Arachne, and 


could never heartily" love the goddeſs on account 
of © fo cruel and unjuſt — ; which how- 


ever is fully executed upon us by England with for- | 
ther additions of rigaur and ſeverity, for the great - 
W our bowels and wvitals is — with 
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their turf to the very market of Dublin, to the 


them.” vous , Nin k 77 2 
The ſcripture tells ue, mat . oppreſſio 


5 6 à wiſe man mad }” therefore, conſequently f 


ing, the reaſon why" fome den urs fe mad, is be- 
cauſe they are not however, it were to be 


 viſhed, thar oppreſſion would in time teach a lntle 
= . Iwas much delighted wich « perſon; —_—_— 


eſtate in this kin dom, is C 

1 — de how — 11 poor we ſalts ke by 
as, 
0 dun wobl to France in ſpite of all the harpies at 
the cuſtomhouſe: that Mr. Shuttleworth, and 
* others on the Cheſhire coaſts, are ſuch fools to 
_ + ſell us their bark at a good price for tanning our | 
% own hides into leather: with other enormities of 
the like weight and kind.“ To which I will ven- 
dure to add more: * That the mayoralty of this 


from Ireland: tha we convey our 


city is always executed by an inhabitant, and of- 
ten by a native, which might as well be done by 
a deputy with a moderate falary, whereby por 
6 England loſeth at leaſt one thouſand pounds a- 
pon the balance: that the governing of this 
gdom coſts the Lord Lieutenant three thou- 


© fand ſix hundred pounds a- year; ſo much net 


loſs to poor England: chat the of Ireland 
preſume to dig for coals in their c grounds ; 
and the farmers in the county of Wicklow ſend 


* great diſcouragement of the coal- trade of Moſ- 
5 — ooo: . chat the revenues of the 


& Jo. the ſpring ag 3753 ha 1 of England — ** a of 
Wing the exportation of weol, and woollen or e from 
— Treland to ay port in England; which was 
bited. And 
In the winter 1753, the Trifh, parliament prohibited the 3 
of gold and filver lace, except of rhe manufacture of England. 


ehe in Flinthire and bitchaven in Cumberland, 


1 


— - 


ron Tu Sr 
belonging to be 


__ , & FROPOSA 
Mes here, ſo ri 


12 mne 
© of exchange and the penſions paid out of the 
. Iriſh revenues. 10 Engh/b ſhould lie un- 


der the ſame diſadvantage, to the great loſs of 


© the grantees, When a divine is ſent over to a 
= 


3 with the hopes of five and twenty 
„ e pounds. a-year 3 and upon his arival he 

% finds, alas a dreadful diſcount of ten or twelve 

i per-cont, a judge, or a commi 
<< has: the ſame cauſe of complaint. LZaftly, The 
4% ballad. upon Cotter is vehemen 
« Iriſh manufacture; and yet is allowedto be ſung 


'L — coſe ay rg Aa 


- verrment,” - 


Theſe are-a few, among the many hardſhips we 


pu: upon that poor kingdom of England: for which | 
am conhdent, every boneft man wiſheth a remedy : 
project on foot for tranſport» 


f and I hear, there isa 
ing our beſt wheaten rau by ſea and land - carriage 


to Dunſtable ; and chliging us by @ law to take of 


c—_— Rae, —— : 4 
women; which, will de a great-encouragement ta the 


manufacture of _ —— town... 


I vould be glad che diving ue 
ther a law e 1 — 1 — their own conſent be 


obligatory in foro conſcientiæ; becauſe I find, 

Scripture, 2 Suarez, are wholly fi- 

lent on the matter. The oracle of reaſon, the great 

_ daw' of nature, and general opinion of civilians, 

wherever they treat of limited governments, are in- 
_ deed decifive enough. 


© It is wonderful to obſerve the bias among our == 
perſons, and wares of 


people in favour of things, per 
all kinds, that come from England. The printer 
tells his hawkers, that he has got an excellent new 


Fer Juſt — from. London. I have mm” 


1 8 6 treaſury, as — chieſly from our nm 
commerce with each other, ſhould be remitted. 


— 4 
dy ſuſpected to be 


* SY Wt , * 4 


ſtitile of ſeveral ſp 
__ a8 uſual after the rejabaſſent-in ſome periods of che | 
two laſt reigns. Such exaggerations of the 


| — is the D | 


K 


—— 


Nothing Ko humbled me od anda or anda 


WB r 
bt greater 


in ſome chief 


, than that high 
the throne, delivered 


® Suppoſed to be Cafar's Commentaries dedicated to the Dh. 


of Marlborough, by Col, Bladen. 
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3 ae "is <A Ps. 
ſer; neither do 1 hom any good law 
can paſs, wherein the King's intereſt is not as much 
concerned as that of che paople. I remember, after 
adpecch on the like occaſion, delivered by my Lord 
Wharton “, (I think it was his laſt), he deſired 
Mr. Addiſon to aſk. my opinion on it. My anſwer | 
was, © That his-Excellency had very houeſtly for- 
<« feited his head on account of one paragraph; 
8 * wherein he afſerted, by plain conſe mw. 74 
. power in the Queen.” His. Lord a 
ſhip owned it was true, but ſwore CRIES were | 
put inte his mouth by dire&t orders from court, | 
From whence it is clear, that ſome minifters in thoſe = 
times were apt, from their high elevation to look 
down upon this kingdom, as if it had been one of 
their colonies. of outcaſts in America. And IL ob- 
ſerved a little of the ſame turn of ſpirit in ſome i 
great men, from whom I expected better; although, | 
to do them juſtice, it proved no point of ditficuly 
to make them correct their idea, whercof the whole 


& we we ff & thrown i het at he ES 


3 
ws „ ww. If © 


hu 6 


nation quickly found the benefit. _—_— But that is 
forgotten. How the. ſtile hath fince run, I am 
wholly a ſtranger ; having never ſcen > Tek ep 
the laſt of the Qucen. 
I would now expoſtulate a Bulle with our country- 
Jnndlards.; who, by. unmeaſurable ſcrewing and 
racking their tenants all over the kingdom, have 
already reduced the miſerable people to a worſe 
condition than the peaſants in France, or the vaſlals 
in Germany and Poland; ſo that the whole ſpecies ' 
ol what we call ſubſtantial farmers, will in a very 
few years be utterly. at an end. It was pleaſant to 
obſerve theſe gentlemen labouring with all their 
ERPs ffs Goes ning ther | 


e 2 


* Lord Lieutenant, | | 5 2 
_ revenues | 


r on. hg 


An acre advance. I know not how it comes to 1 


Wasen 


- "» 


” oF THE MSH MANUFACTURE. 21g | 
revenues at a moderate half value, (whereby * the 


whole erder- would, in an age, have been reduced to 


_ manifeſt beggary), at the very: inſtant, when they 
_ . wereeverywherecanting ꝗ their ownland 


upon ſhort 
| leaſes, and facrificing their oldeft tenants for a penny 


(and yer perhaps I know well enough), that faves 
have a- natural- diſpoſition to be #yrants, that 


when my betters give me a kick, I am apt to re- 


venge it with fix upon my ſootman, altho' perhaps 


de maybe an honeſt and diligent fellow. I have 


heard great divines affirm, that © nothing is ſo likely 


e to call down an univerſal judgment from heaven 


% upon a nation, as univerſal oppreſſion; and 
whether this be not already verified in part, their 
- Worſbips the landlords are neu at full leifure to con- 
ſider. Whoever travels this country, and obſerves 
the face of nature, or the faces and habits and 
- dwellings of the natives, will hardly think himſelf 


na land, where law, religion, or common humanity 


r 5 
I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a thing 

they call a bank, which I hear is projecting in this 
town 1. I never ſaw the propoſals, nor under- 


| «ſtand any one particular of their ſcheme : what I 


with for at preſent, is only a ſufficient proviſion of 
hemp, and caps, and bells, to diſtribute according 
to the ſeveral degrees of honeſty and prudence in 

| Jome perſons. I hear only of a monſtrous ſum al- 
ready named; and if OTHERS do not ſoon hear of 


Wuereby, that is, by preventing the biſhops revenues from be- 
ng let at half value, See this poſition explained and proved in the 
tract called Arguments againſt enlarging the power of biſhops. | 


c 
 _ T Canting their land is letting it to the bigheſt La — Cant 
| Fynifies the ſame as action. | | | 


\ T This project for a tank in Irelat d was ſcon afterwards breught 
to pachament, and rejected. W | | 9885 
| | "I 


= 11 — — very» 
me to be. And the jet will de 
if it be true, as — — 
have aſſured me, that one half is altogether imagi 
nary. The matter will be likewiſe much — 
Icke merchants continue to carry off our gold, and 
our goldſmiths to melt — ſilver. 
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1 ' LETTER to the Stopkeepers, Tradeſmen, 
Farmers, and Common People of IRELAND, 
. concerning the Braſs Halfpence coined 
by one WiLLiam Woop, Hardwareman, 
with a deſign to have them * in this 
Y — 


Wein! is fhewn the 3 of his 8 the x 


lue of his halfpence, and how far every perſon 
may be obliged to take the ſame in payments, 
and how to behave himſelf in caſe ſuch an 
attempt ſhould be mage by Wood, or * o- 
ther perſon. . 


(Very proper o be kept in every Family, 
By M. B. DRAPIER , 
Written in the Year 1724. 


About the year 1722, ih Charles Duke of Grafton _ 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, one William Wood an hard wareman 


| and a bankrnpt, alledging the great want of copper - money in that 


kingdom, procured a patent for coining 108,000 |. to paſs there as 
current-money, The Dean believing this meaſure to be a vile job 
from the beginning to the end, and that the chief procurers of the 
patent were to be ſharers in the profits which wculd ariſe from the 
ruin of a kingdom, aſſumed the character of a Draper which for | 
ſome reaſon he choſe to write Drapier, and in the following letters 
warned the people not to receive the coin which was then ſent over, 
1 23 having retired from the political world, and amuſed him- 
years with poetry, converſation, and rifles, — is 


| 12 the be foek teſt of a thorough conſuramate genius, "that is 


above all . — 
Yor, Lt. | a y)s 
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To the Tradefinen, Shopkeepers, Farmers, 
and Country-people in general of che king 
—W³%Üð 88 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymeng and Fellow-fubjes, : 
XX 7 HAT I intend now to ſay to you, is, next 


do your duty to God and the care of your 
fp ß 


being alarmed in 1724 with freſh matter of indignation to reſume his 
| pen, boldly withſtood the whole force of an infamous projeftor, en- 
couraged and ſupported in his villany by thoſe who were underſtood to 
be the chief directors in all public affairs. The projet of this impu- 
dent fellow was, by virtue of a patent which he had fraudulently ob- 
tained by the intereſt of the then favourite Chryſeis, to coin half- 
| wag for Treland at about eleven parts in twelve under the real va» 
ine, and force their curreney in that kingdom; Which, notwith- 
Kanding bis patent, ſuppoling that he had made hi; halfpence e- 
ver ſo good, no man living was obliged, or, by virtue of the pre- 
_rogative of the crown, could be obliged to receive in any payment 
whatever: nothing being in truth the current coin of England or Ire- 


land, beſide gold and filver of the right ſterling ſtandard ; the baſer | 


metals being only accepted for the conveniency of change, which e- 
very man that pleaſes may reject whenever he thinks proper, with- 
out arfaid to incur any penalty from the law, This whole 
matter the Doctor laid open in a ſhort treatiſe, the Drapier's firſt 


_ The reader cannot but obſerve, that in this letter the 
adapted his file, his phraſes, his humour, and his ad- 


author 
drefein a wonderful manner to the taſte and apprehenſion of the 
: 1 either indeed is the title - page wholly void of that cap - 

ivating rhetoric which is admired by the common people ; for it 

| concludes like that of the whole duty of man, Very proper to be kept in 
_ . © The firſt five of theDrapier's letters S | 

-at different times, The fixth and ſeventh were firſt publiſhed in 2735 

is the 4th volume of the Dublin edition of Dr. Swift's works, 
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of computing; all his reaſonings upon that fubjeft, al | 

not deſcend to particular fums, agreeing generally with the accounts. 
given by others, who have Gnce made that inquizy their particular _ 
* And it is obſervable, that in the addreſs, as well as in one 
of the other letters, he hath ſpecified ſ:veral important articles, that 

. who came after. him. Dub, 
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It is a great fault among you, that, when a per 

re 

* — —ů 
of this pa r cent wp 

which will be les chan rthing a It is 

— 4 Gar you hive me — 

in your view, not even the wiſeſt among 

you ; neither do you know, or inquire, — 
who are your friends, or who are your enemies. 


to adviſe all people to wear the s of this 
our own dear country *. It had no other defign; faid 
nothing againſt the King er parliament, or any per- 
ſon whatſoever ; yet the poor printer was proſecut- 
ed two years with the utmoſt violence, and even 
_ ſome weavers themſelves, To yy ſake it was 
written), being upon the ound him guilty, 
This would be enough to — any man from 
endeavouring to do you good, when you will & 
ther neglect him, or fly in his face for his pains; 
and when he muſt expect only danger to himſelf | 
and o be ned and * n to 15 
8 I cannot but warn you once more of 
the manifeſt deſtruction before your eyes, if you 
do not behave yourſelves as you ought. 

I will therefore firſt tell you the plain flory of the 
fat; and then I will lay before you how you ought 
- act, in common prudence, — to . 
of your country. 

The fad is hs It having been many years 9256 

COPPER” HALFPENCE OR FARTHINGS were 
coined in this kingdom, they have been for ſome 
time very ſcarce, and many «cunterfeits paſſed 
about under the name of raps: ſeveral applications 
were made to England, that we might have liberty 
0 coin new: en, as in former times we did; but 


.* A a propa for the aſc of 10 manuſaares, 1 
they 


About four years ago a little book was wrinen \ 


* 


they did not ſucceed. At laſt one Mr. Wood, 4 
mean ordinary man, a hardware dealer, a 
patent under his Majeſty's broad ſeal to coin 
105, 000 l. in copper for this kingdim ;- which pa- 
tent, however, did not oblige any one here to take 
them, unleſs they pleaſed, Now, you muſt know, 
that the halfpence and farthings in England pals for 
very little more than they are worth: and, if you 
ſhould beat them to pieces, and ſell them to the 


brazier, you would not loſe much above a penny ir 
a a chilling, But Mr. Wood made his haifpence. of 
ſiuch boſe metal, and fo much ſmaller than the En- 
—_  gliſh ones, that the brazier would hardly give you 
above a penny of good money for a ſhilling of his; 
I 40 chat chis ſum of 108,000 l. in good gold and fil- 
| yer muſt be given for traſb, that will not be worth 
mis is not the worſt; for Mr, Wood, when he 
5 plwKkeaſes, may by ſtealth ſend over another 105,000 l. 
and buy all cur goods for eleven parts in tiuelue under 
| the value. For example, if a hater ſells a dozen 
of hats for five ſbillings a- piece, which amounts to 
| three pounds, and receives the payment in Wood's. 
coin, he really receives only the value of fue foil- 


1 — you will wonder how ſuch an erdinar 
| fellow, as this Mr, Wood, could have ſo: much in- 
| Ctereſt as to get his Myefty's broad ſeal for ſo great 
A4 ſum of bad money to be ſent to this poor country ; 
and that all the nobility and gentry here could not 
| obtain the ſame favour, and let us make;our own, 
| balfpence, as we uſed to do. Now, I will make that 
matter very plain: We are at a great diſtance from 
che King's court; and have no body there to ſolicit 
for us, although a great number of lords. and. 
quires, whoſe eſtates are here, and are our coun- 
_ trymen, ”uul all their lives and fortunes there: 
but this ſame Mr, Wood was able to attend con- 
— Ranily for hu on ref z he is hen 
ae ; | 3 , | | "8 


ſmart votes were printed, which that fame Wood 
had the aſſurance to anſwer likewiſe in print, and {| 
in ſo ' confident a way, as if he were a better man 


than our whole parhament put together. 
This Wood, as ſoon 2s his patent was paſſed, or 
ſoon after, ſends over a great many barrels of thoſe 


to get them off offered an hundred pounds in his 
coin for ſeventy or eighty in filver : but the collectors 
— s cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed to take 

and 64 ahnoft every body elſe. And ſince 


r em, and defired 


the King that th he be Mopped, all che king: | 
r 8 


But Wood is frillworki 
ee upon us; and 4 
his friends in England, 
order, that the commiſſioners and collectors of the 
King's ſhall receive them, and that the ar- 
97s 00 he paid with" them, thou ho thinks bir wa 


bens r and en footed 


1 N anger our 5. 
— received an account of 


halfpenice to Cork, and other ſea - port towns, and 


he can, by the help of 
ſo far as to — 


„ e 


. 10 N „ Lad. a A. A 


Ireland neither, and the 


i, | butter weight. Now, there are many hundred far - 
therefore when one of theſe farmers comes with his 


: will be at leaſt fix hundred rb 323 
Uree horſes load. 70 1 
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mall be done. And chis is the difficulty-you will 
be under in ſuch a caſe: for the common foldier; 
when he goes to the market, or alebouſe, will offer 


: part with his — 
For ſuppole you go to an alehwſe w 
he landlord gives you a 


mould de ſoch a fool, the farmer: will not rake it 


from them for their here a, becauſe they are bound 
by their leaſes, to pay their rents in good and law- 
ful moncy of England, which this is not, not of 
uire, their landlord, will 


never be ſo bewitched to take ſuch traſh for his 


land ; ſo that it muſt certainly ſtop ſomewhere or 


other, and where-ever it ſtops, me ng 1 


mit wort waking. 
The common 


— ben 


four and five to an ounce ; ſuppoſe five, then three 
 thillings and fourpence will weigh a pound, and 


conſequently twenty ay thillings will weigh fix pounds 


mers, who pay two hundred. a-year rent; 


half-year's rent, which is one hundred pounds, it 
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ilk w 


milly, or perhaps 
King win kim five or fix houſes loaden with ſacks, 


comes in her coach to our ſhops, it muſt be follow - 
ed by a car loaded with Mr. Wood's money. And 
e 


per, I intend to truck with my 
butchers, and bakers, and brewers, and the reſt, 


13 and the little gad and ſilver I have, 
Iwill keep by me, like my heart's blood, till better 


+ Then Speaker"of the Houſe of Commons. 
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re has a mind to come to town to buy 
cloaths, and wine; and ſpices for himſelf and fa- 
to paſs the winter here, he muſt 


as the farmers bring their corn; and when his lady 


than it is worth. 


_ = They ſay Squire Conolly + hach fartren theuland 
pounds a- year; now, if he ſends for his rent (0 
ton, as it is likely he doth, he muſt have two hun+ 
dred and fifty hor/es to dring up his half · year's rent, 
and two or three great cellars in his houſe, for 
ſtowage. 
tell: for I am aſſured, that ſome great bankers.keep 
by them - forty: thouſand 
ſwer all payments: which ſum, in Mr. Woods 
money, would *, twelve — 0 


But what the bankers will do, I cannot 


ready caſh to an- 


. 
it. 


For my own part, I am a ene to 


filks, and, inſtead of Mr. Wood's bad cop- 


times, or until I am juſt ready to ſtarve, and then 


I will buy Mr. Wood's money, as my father did the 
braſs-money in King James's time, who would buy 
guinea; and I hope to get 


ten pounds of it with a 


as much for a piſtale, and ſo purchaſe bread from 


thoſe who will be fuch 2 e 
— _- fpence, if they once paſs, will ſoon be 
becauſe it may be cheaply done, the | 
Puff is 210 baſe. The Dutch likewiſe will probably 

do the ſame thing, and ſend them over to us to 


neighbours the 


do: I have a pretty good ſhop of Iriſh ſtuffs and | 


D A Aao@dn.cowut cos 


pay 
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himſelf, all the good m 
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* and Mr. Wood will never be nt 
ot but coin on; ſo that in ſome years we ſhall 
have at leaft five times 108,000 Il. of this lumber. 
Now, the current money of this kingdom is not 
reckoned to be above four hundred thouſand 

ds in all; rn 

, theſe rs will never be quiet. 

When once the 1 
aas 
gentlemen of eftates will all turn off their tenants for 
want of payments; becauſe; as I told you before; 
the tenants are obliged by their leaſes — pay Ster- 
ling, which is lawful current money of England: 
then they will turn their own farmers, as too many 
of them do already; run all into ſheep, where they 
can, keeping only fuch other cattle as are neceſſa - 
ry; then they will be their own merchants, and ſend 
. their tool, and butter, and hides, and linen, beyond 
nor ready momy, and wine, and and i. 
only a few miſera 
farmers + rob, or beg, or leave their co 
"the ſbepheepers in this ant every other town muſt 
break and ftarve; for it is the landed man that main- 


tains the merchant, and ape; „ 


man. 
But when the ire turns former and merchant 
e gets from abroad, 
— and keep 


he will hoard up to ſend 


ſome poor tailar or weaver and the like in his on 
houſe, who will be glad to get bread at any rate. 


I ſhould never — if I were to tell you 


all the miſeries that we ſhall undergo, if we be ſo 
fooliſh and wicked as to take this curſed. coin. It 
would be very hard, if all Ireland ſhould be put 


into one /cale, and this ſorrow fellow Wood into me 
other; that Mr. Wood ſhould. down this 


_ whole kingdom, by which England gets above a mil- 
1 ion of good money-crery your clear into their poc- 


bete, 


cottagers ; the 


of jo. 


g of the charters (or laws) or- 


e 


by” 
our ſakes, 
I might 
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declares the law 10 


ey than of 
counties; 


without che aſſent of all the 


grounds. 


other mon 


12 nit 
FEET 141415 
8 2 | 
5 


Ty Ti 3 2 | 
10 1 i 
Rt 1 il 


us /a 
©. tice, diſcourkn 


& dained 


by our ancient k:ngs, 
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dends ver or 


_« and caſt into 


_ «ontemner of the King's 
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« wp Lad Cote —— aſtro parts 


« ment.” 


| This book is very ancient, and of great authori- 


for the time in which it was written, and with 
— often quoted 


e divided ie Anne} ww" 
and wnlawful or falſe metal; the former 
Conner ny 
the former is only to in payments, 

an act of 4 t made the rwentieth year of 


Edward the Firſt, — * The fat ut: tha > — 
39 e; which E you as I got it 
a AA 1 Engliſh ; — of our laut at 
chat time were, as I am told, written in Latins 
5 Whoever in buying or ſelling preſumes to refuſe 
an halfpenny or farthing of 
s ing the ſtamp which it ought to have, let him bas 
1 r Ss King's 2000yy 


— is to be reckoned a 
AMajeſty, and for that crime 
bur he who refuſeth tio 


By this fatute, no 


to be committed fo pri 


accept the King's coin made of ul metal; 


| which, 28 1 obſerved before, ſlver and gold only. 
are intended. 
That this is the true conſtruction of che act, ap- 


pears not only fi om the plain meaning of the words, 


| but from my Lord Coke's | obſervation upon it. 
By this act (ſays he) it a 

| be forced to take in buying, — or other 

of , metal; 


The law of Enylaad gives , the Ting all mines of 
| gold and fler; bur not the mines of other metals 


„that no ſubject can 


payment, any — 
that is, of ſilver or 


| Inſt, 576, | | 5 If 2 tag. 57. 
| laſt, 57% 


appears by 


lawful money, bear · 
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the reaſon of which pr prerogative:or power, 45 it is 
— my Lord Coke *, is becauſe money can 
ä but not of other me- 


| balfpence and farthings 


4 1 oY 0 . 


were anciently made of p oy which is evident 


from the act of of Henry the Fourth, 
chap: 4. whereby it is cnacted as follows: Item, 
* —— the ſcarcity that is at preſent within the 
— gland of halfpence and farthings of 
—— it is — and eſtabliſhed, that the 
% third part of all the money of filver-plate which 
+ ſhall be brought to the buliron, ſhall be made in- 
« to halſhence and farthings,” his thews, that by | 
the words halfpenny and farthings of lawful — 5 
in that /atute concerning the paſſing of pence, 


5 meane ind ce in baſpence and fr thirgs ef ji | 


„This is further manifeſt from the ſtatute of the Ti 
5 year of Edward the T foro hap. 3. which 
enacts, That no Sterlin penny or fur thing be 
molten for to make COONS or any other thing by 
the goldſmiths, nor others, upon the forfeiture 
© of the money ſo molten (or melted). — 1 | 
By another act in this king's "Meck any | 
was not to be current in England. And by an ad 
made” ur the eleventh. year of his reign, chap. F. 
-halfpence were not to paſs : what kind of com 


2 I do not know; but 1 preſume they | 


were made of | baſe metal. And theſe acts were no 


new laws, but further declarations of the old laws 
relating to the coin, 


Thus the /aw ſtands in au. to coin. 1 is 
there any example to the contrary, except one in 
— reparts, who tells us, that, in the time of 

rone's rebellion, Qu 
4 mixed metal to be coined in the Tower of Los- 


. * Inſt, 575. 


neen Eliſabeth ordered money F 


„ 


SU 


686 Te . 


S a= ED Pe. 


don, and ſent over hither for the payment of the 
army, obliging all people to receive it; and com- 
manding chat all ſilver money ſhould be taken only 
28 bullion; that is, for as much as it weighed, Davis 
tells us ſeveral particulars in this matter, too long 


here to trouble you with, and that the privy council 


of this kingdom obliged a merchant in England to 


receive this mixed maney for goods tranſmitted hi- 


\ But this proceeding is rejected by all the beſt 
lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy council here 
having no ſuch legal power. And, beſides, it is to 
be confidered, that the QUEEN was then under 
great difficultics by a rebellion in this kingdom aſſiſted 
trom Spain; and whatever is done in great exigen- 


cies and dangerous times, thould never be au ex- 


TI will now, my dear friends, to fave you the 


trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the law 


obliges you to do, and what it does not oblige you 
to 3 


Firſt, you are obliged to rake all money 74 8 
ments which is coined by the Xing, and is of the 
Engliſh ſtandard or weight, provided it be. of geld 
EF 7/0504 162 ral 

Secondly, Yau are not obliged to take any mo- 
ney which is not of gold or filver; not only the 


halfpence or furthings of England, but of any 
other country. And it is merly for convenience, 
or eaſe, that you are content to take chem; be- 


cauſe the cuſtom of coining ſilver ha/ftence and far- 
things hath joug been left off; I ſuppoſe on account 
aan. 
Thirdly, Much leſs are we obliged to take thoſe 
vile halfgence of that ſame Wood, by which you 
muſt loſe almoſt eleven pence in every ſhilling, + 
Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one and all : 


 aefule this filthy traſh, Tt is no treaſon to rebel a - 
Vor. III. J 
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prince hath no 
he had, yet you fee, the laws have: not left it in the 


ticular] to.you, who are e poorer 
men. 
5 great loſers as the rich, if mei 


cuſtomers come to your ſhops or ſtalls with 
but bra, which you likewiſe find hard to be got. 
But vou may take my word, whenever this 1 
gains footing 
done. If you carry 
| fobacco, or brandy, or any other thing that you 

_— the ſho 
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C belfpence ? 
_ .nenther will I be at the trouble of counting, but 
© weigh 


— — — 


a invented a way to torment ** by putting them 
into 
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gainſt Mr. Wood. His Majefty, W ob- 
liges no body to take theſe halfpence : our gracious 
ſuch ill adviſers about him; or, if 


King's power to force us to take any coin but hat 
is lawful, of right ſtandard, gold — 


Therefore you have nothing to fear. 


And let me, in the next place, a 


— 
e halſpence thould 
paſs ; becauſe.yow ſeldom fee any ſilver, ax! : 


erhaps you may chin, 


among you, you will be-uterly un- N 
theſe eto a ſhop for 


will advance his 
pe — or eiſe he muſt break; and leave = 
door. D you think T will ſell you 
of tenp ſtuff for twenty of Mr. Wood's 
o, 2 to hundred at leaſt; 


10 


: 


. will tell you one 


—_ 


to fill his I but the twelfth ; 
ny will do — no more ſervice, 


— 2 
In ſhort theſe n 


thing, which, as the ſcripture tells us, the children 
of Iſrael were forbidden to touch. They will run 


about like the plague, and deſtroy every one who 
« lays his hands upon them.” I have heard ſcho- 
lars talk of a man who told the King, that he had 


pence, that any perſon may _ * 


„ XX} LI Do... 


"DET TERM" an 1 
— with Hire under i but the prince = 
put the projedor firſt into his brazen bulf to make 
the experiment. This very much reſembles the 
project. of Mr. Wood ; and the like of this may 


Coffibly be Mr. Wood's kate; that the braſs he con- 
rived to torment this kingdom x with, may prove = 
at laſt, 


5 and his 


. B. The age. dus paper is informed | 
| ry have made it their buſineſs to be 
their obſcrvations on the true value of theſe half- 


de als for ther of them. > 
I defire that all families this paper care- 2 
a Ieclootine all -hmile may hoep whenever 


n 
ey ſhall have farther notice of Mr. Wood's half- 
pence, or any other the like impoſture . hs 


At the found of the — vid wot RY 

that, in. che eaſtern p cal, was de un d tempeſt in the day 

of the whirkwind. Every perſon 

nation, was convinced, that the of Wood's copper muſt 

prove fatal to the commonwealth. The Papift, the Fanatic, the — 1 
the Whig, all lied themſelves volwotiers under the dannen of A. 


Dei, and were all equally zealous to ſerve the common <aule. 
5 Much heat, and many fiery ſpeeches againſt the aiminiftra-jon, were 


of this union: nor had the flames been allayed, 


natwithſtanding threats and proclamations, had nut the coin been to- 


8 and * | 
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A LETTER to Mr. Hanbise the ian 
5 — occaſion of a paragraph in his news- 


bn rof Auguſt 1. 1724, 1 to Mr. 
| 00D's Ha! Pence. eee 


. * 


5 your news letter of. the iſt inſtant 18 1 8 
paragraph, dated from London, July 25. re- 
; g to Wood's halfpence; whereby it is plain, 
: "whar I foretold in my better to the ſbopheepers, Gs. 
that this vile fellow. would never be at reſt ; 
that the danger of our ruin approaches nearer; | 
and — the kingdom requires new and e 
warning. However, I take this paragraph. to be, 
in a great meaſure, an impoſition upon the publicy 
at leuſt 1 hope ſo, becauſe I am informed that 
Wood is generally his own news- writer. I cannot 
but obſerve from chat paragraph, that this public 
enemy of ours, not ſatisfied to ruin us with his 
traſh, takes every occaſion to treat this kingdom 
wih the utmoſt contempt. He repreſents „ ſeve- 
ral of our merchants and traders upon examind- 
« tion before a committee of council, agreeing, 
that there was the utmoſt neceſſity of coppers 
% money here, before his patent; ſo that ſeveral 4 
_ «© gentlemen have been forced to tally with their 
«© workmen, and give them bits of cards ſealed 
© and ſubſcribed with their names.” What then Ia 
phyſician preſcribe to a patient a dram of phyſic, ſhall: 
_ a raſcal apothecary cram him with a pound; and mix: 
it. up with poiſon ? and is not a landlord's hand and 
ſeal to his own labourers a better ſecurity for five 
or ten ſhillings, than Wood's braſs, ten (times e. 
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for ourſelves, as we formerly did, and why we ave 


emiſſaries, enemies to Go b and this kingdom, 


r ®XaA AS. 5 ao g 


. other trades, with many 
city and country, and alſo with great numbers of 
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— ſ— pounds?. 


But who are theſe merchents and traders of Ireland 


chat made this report of the utmoſt neceſſity we 


are under for copper-money !” They are only a 
few betrayers of their country, confederates with 


Wood, from whom they are to purchaſe a great 


quantity of his coin, perhaps at half the price that 


we are to take it, and vend it among us, to the 


ruin of the public, and their own private advan- 
tages. Are not theſe excellent witneffes, upon 
whoſe integrity the fate of the kingdom muſt de- 
pend, evidences in their own cauſe, and ſharers in 


dis work of iniquity? 


If we could have deſerved the liberty. of coining : 


it not, it every body 's wonder as wel &s mine, ten 
thouſand pounds might have been coined here in 


1% Dublin of — one Arth below the intrinſic value, 


and this fam, with the ſtock of halfpence we then 
had, would have been ſufficient ; but Wood, bie 


taken care to buy up as many of our old halfpence 
as he could; and from thence the preſent want ot 
change ariſes ; to remove which, by Mr. Wood's 
remedy, would be to cure a ſcratch ow the finger 
by cutting of the arm. But ſappoſing there were 


not one arthing of change i in the whole nation, 1 


will maintain, that five and twenty thouſand pounds 


| wouldbeafum fully ſufficient to anſwer all our oc- 
T —— am no inconſiderable 


r in this 
I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my own, 
gentlemen both of 


z, cottagers, and labourers, who all 


E that two ſhillings in change for every fami would 


be more than neceſſary in all dealings. Now, by 


the largeſt 1 eren before nt 3 
93 2 5 
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diſc of agriculture *, which bade 
much lefſened our numbers) the ſouls in this ki 
dom are computed to be one million and ah 
which, allowing fix to a ; makes rev dani 
and fifty thouſand families, and conſequently two 
thillings to each family will amount only to five 
and twenty thouſand pounds; whereas this hone, 
liberal, hardwareman, Wood, W upon 

us above —— that ſum. 
Tour relates further, that Sir Iluat 
Newton reported an affay taken at the Tower of 
Wood's metal; by which it appears, that Wood 
had in all reſpefts formed his contract. His con- 
tract! with whom? was it with the — or 
people of Ireland ? are not they to be the pur- 
: chalees? but they deteſt, abhor, and reject i 


fraudulent, mingled with dirt and trum. 
pon which he grows angry, goes to law, and whos. - 


weer his goods upon us by force. 
t your news. letter ſays, that an a 
of the coin. How impudent and 4 


this! Wood takes care to coin a dozen or two 


 halfpence of good metal, ſends them to the Tower, 


and they are approved, and theſe muſt anfwer all 
that he hath already coined, or thall coin for the 
fature. NT II | 
ſends to my ſhop for a pattern of ſtuff; I cut t 
fairly off, and, if he likes it, he comes, or ſends, | 


— ;: 


and compares the pattern with the whole piece, aud 


F. Bur if I were to 


an hundred ſheep, and the grazicr ſhould bring 


me one wether, fat and well fleeced, by way 
of pattern, and the ſame price round for the 
whole hundred, without ſuffering me to ſee them 
before he was paid, or giving me good fecurity to 
_ reſtore my for what were /ean, or born, of 
feabby, I world be none of his cuſtornee.” 1 


9 *** the oa. tior from ploughing. 


E al 


ching to do with him or his ware. 


Ls. d ce law hath nor leſs le ie in the- pawn 
money, belides gold and Aver of the right Hering 
and ſtandard. 
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re 
and therefore carried a piece of. brick in his pocket, 
which he ſhewed as a pattern to encourage pur- 
chaſers ; and this is direQtly the caſe in point" with 
Mr. Wood's offay. 

The next part of the paragraph contains Mr. 


4 Wood's voluntary propoſals for preventing 2 
- ter objetions or appr ebe, ſions. 


His firſt propoſal is, “ That whereas he hath 85 
<« already coined ſeventeen thouſand pounds, and 
pg cs prepared to make it op forry ahwy- 
fand pounds, he will be content to coin no more, 
«unleſs the E&XIGENCIES OF TRADE REQUIRE 


rr, although his patent n him to coin 
« a far quantity.” 2} 
5 r I wes enfrer, i thould be t - 
1 Let Mr. Wood and his crew of rs and tin - 

ers coin on, till there is not an old kettle left in the 

kingdom; let them coin old leather, tobacco-pipe- 
| clay, or the dirt in the ſtreet, and call their win» 
perry by what name they pleaſe, from a guinea to a 


we are not under any concern to know 


| how he and his tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themſelves. But I hope, and truſt, that 


we are all to a man fully determined to have no- 


The King has given him a patent to coin half- 
= but hath not obliged us to take them; and 
have already ſhewn in my letter to the ſhop keepers, 


of the prerogative to compel the ſubject to take any 


Wood further propoſes, (if I underſtand him 


right, for his expreſſions are dubious), that ke 
will not coin above forty thouſand pounds, un- 
A leis the exigencies of trade require it Firſt, 1 
obſerve that this ſum of forty thouſand pounds is al- 
| moſtdouble to what I proved to be ſufficient forthe 


. whole 


| & 
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whole: kingdom, 

old. half-pence left. Again, IL. aſk, who is to be 
hen the exigencies of trade require inf 
Without doubt he means 
n | 
terly ruined if this project ſhould ſucceed, we 
fulred till the matter was 
over, and he will judge of our exigencies dy 


his own; neither will theſe be ever at an end, 


till he and his accomplices ſhall think they have 


enough: And it now appears that he will not be 
content with all our gold and ſilver, but intends 
to buy up our 8693 — — 


ſame coin. 

I ſhall not enter into examination of. che prices 
for which he now 
or what he calls his copper, by the pound; I have 


ſaid enough of it in my former letter, and it hath | 
likewiſe been conſidered by others. It is certain, 
that by his own firſt c 
three 


ration we were to 


ard for which he pretended to have contracted ! 


but chere is ſo great a difference both in weight and 
badneſs in ſeveral of his coins, that ſome of them | 
have been nine in ten below the intrinfic value, and. 


K — — — 


2 b 


as follows. 


* henſions which 
« Wood will 


5 one — 5 


we had not one of dur 


propoſes to ſell his 'Y 


ay 
ilings for what was intrinſically worth but 
one, altho? it "had been of the true weight and ſtand - 


R being of a Senner ſtrain nk ; 
erves to be very particularly conſidered, 
both on account of the matter and the ſtyle. Ie; cn 


« Laſtly, In conſideration of the direful Ine 
prevail in Ireland, that Mr. 
by ſuch coinage drain them of their 
gold and ſilver; he propoſes to take their manu». 
9 « Fa actures in exchange, and that no perſon be ob- 
Aged to receive more than e Pence Leong a 


| fans, that he will drain us of dur fer Au, <9 
_ bis coinage, this little arbitrary e m 


Are our Iriſh underſtandings indeed fo low in = 2 
„ =» Is not this the very miſery we complain 


WW 5 2358 2. ood 


"ITLY OT =” 
«i Fiſt; Obſerve this little i rdwareman 
turning into ridicule the: dire 
whole kingdom, priding himſelf 
and daring to preſcribe (what no King of Til land 
ever attempted) how far a whole nation ſhalt be 
obliged to take His braſs coin. And he has reaſon 


ede, 


to inſult + for ſure there never was an example in 
hiſtory of a great kingdom kept in awe for above a 


in daily dread of oticr deftedbiien; not by a 
3 invader at the head of twenty thouſand 


men, not by a plague or a famine, not by a tyran- 
nical prince (for we never had one more gracious) 


or a corrupt adminiſtration, but by one lingle, di. - 
minutive, inlignificant mechanic, * 
But to go on: To remove —— adj 


graciouſly offers to take ur mami fuctures in exchange 


that his, curſed project will put us under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſelling our goods for what is to no- 


— How would ſuch a propoſal ſound from 
France or 8 in, or any other country with which 


ve traffic, if they ſhould offer to deal with us one 
upon this — that we thould take their mo- 


ney at ten times higher tha the intrinſic value 


Does Mr. Wood think, for inſtance, that we will 
ſl-him a ſtone of wool for a. parcel of his count- - 
ers not worth ſixpence, when we can ſend it to Eng 
land, and receive as many ſhillings in geld and . 
ver? Surely there was never heard ch 4 em. 
pound of impudence, villainy, and folly. ha 
His propoſals conclude with bigh-tre aſe. 
Heprom les, that no perſon fba be obliged to receive 
more than five pence halfpenny of bis Ae 2 
mint,” By which it is'plain, that he pretends to 

lige every ſubject in this kingdom to take ſo much 
* „ if it be offered; whereas hs 
n patent 


* 
* 


: iges no man, nor can the gative 
| pts: uch a power, as I have o deere 


ſo that here Mr. Wood takes upon him the extire- 
tegiflature, and an abſolute dominion over the pro- 
_ erties of the whole nation. 

Good God! who are are this wretch's s odviſers ? 
who are his ſupporters, abettors, encouragers,. or 
 fharers? Mr. 00d will oblige me to take five penee 
y of his braſs in every payment. Andi 
wilt thoot Mr. Wood and his ies through the 
—— like heed: woos or bouſe-breakers, if they dare 

— ir coin on me in che 
——— ed pounds. It is no loſs of 
to ſubmit to the hon ; but who, with the fi- 


; of a man, can think with patience of being | 


alive by a rat? He has laid a tax upon 


in the pound: a tax, I ſay, not only upon lands, 
but intereſt-money, goods, manufactures, the hire 
_ of handicraftſmen, labourers, and ſervants. Shop- 


| Force you to take five pence halfpenny of bis traſh 
in every payment; and many of you receive twen- 


can hardly find bread: and pray conſider how much 
that will amount to in a year; twenty times five 
pence halfpenny is nine ſhillings and two pence, 
Wich is above a hundred and fixty pounds a- year, 
wherein you will be loſers of at leaſt one hundred 
and forty { 
money. It any of you be content to deal with Mr. 
Wood on ch conditions, they way 3 ; but for my 
-own particular, 4% bis money with bim. If 
the famous Mr, Hambden rather choſe to go to 
priſon, chan pay a few ſhillings to King Charles I. 
without a1 of parkament; I will rather 
chuſe to be hanged than have all my ſubſtance tax - 
ed at ſeventeen ſhillings in the pound at the arbi- 
— of the venacatle 25=IGIES 


| the people of Ireland of ſeventeen ſhillings at leaſt. bl 


| keepers, look to yourſelves | Wood will oblige and PO 


ty, thirty, forty payments in one day, or elſe you 


by taking your payments in his 
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The paragraph concludes thus : N. B. (that is 
« 29 ſay, nota bene, or mark well). No evidence'ap- 
« peared from Ireland, or elſewhere, to prove the 
* miſchiefs complained of, or any abuſes whatſoe- 
« yer committed in the execution of the faid 

—C. uh WR 
The impudence of this remark exceeds all that 
went before. Firſt, the houſe of Commons in Ire+ 
land, which repreſents the whole people of the 
kingdom ; and fecondly, the privy council addreſſ- 


eld bis Majeſty againſt theſe halfpence : what could 


be done more to expreſs the univerſal ſenſe of the 
nation? Tf his copper were diamonds, and the 

King dom were entirely againſt it, would not that be 
ſufficient to reject it? Muſt a committee of the 

whole Houſe of Commons, and our whole py” 

council, go over to argue pro and cen with Mr, 
Wood ? Fo what end did the King give his patent 
for coining halfpence in Ireland ? Was it not, be- 
cauſe it was repreſented to his Sacred Majeſty, that 
fuch a coinage would be of advantage to the good 
of this — and of all his ſubjects here? It is 
to the patentee's peril, if his repreſentation be 
falſe, and the execution of his patent be fraudulent 

and corrupt. Is he ſo wicked and fooliſh to think, 
that this patent was given him to ruin a million and 
a half of people, that he might be a gainer of three 

or four ſcore thouſand pounds to himſelf ? Before he 


was at the charge of paſſing a patent, much more of 


—_ up fo much filthy droſs, and ſtamping it with 
is Majeſty's image and ſuperſcription, ſhould he not 
firſt in common ſenſe, in common equity, and 
common manners, have confulted the principal 
party concerned; that is to ſay, the people of che 


Kingdom, the Houſe of Lords, or Commons, or 


the privy-council ? If any foreigner ſhould aſk us, 
whoſe image and ſubſcription there is on Wood's 


# coin? we ſhould be athamed to tell him, it was 


Cxfar's. In that great want of copper halfpence, 
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which he alledges we were, our city ſet up our Cie · 


_ far's * ſtatue in excellent copper, at an expenſe that 
is equal in value to thirty thouſand pound of his 


coin; and we will not receive kis image in worſe 


 T obſerve many of our people putting @ melan- 


cholly caſe on this ſubject. It is true, ſay they, we 


are all undone if Wood's halfpence muſt paſs: 


but what ſhall we do if his Majetty puts out a pro- 
clamation commanding us to take them? This hath 


been often dinned in my cars, But I defire my 


countrymen to be aſſured that there is nothing in 
it. The king never iſſues out a proclamation but 


to injoin what the law permits him. He will not 

_ Une out a proclamation againſt law ; or if ſuch a 

thing ſhould happen by a miſtake, we are no more 

_ obliged to obey it than to run our heads into the | 
| fire, Beſides, his Majeſty will never command us 


dy a lamation; what he does not offer to com- 


=. us in the patent ufelf, There he leaves it to 
our diſcretion ; fo that our deſtruction muſt be en- 


tirely owing co ourſelves. Therefore let no man 


be afraid of a proclamation, which will never be 


granted ; and if it ſhould, yet upon this occaſion 


will be of no force. The King's revenues here are | 


near four hundred thouſagd pounds a- year. Can 


you think his miniſters will adviſe him to take them 


in Wood's braſs, which will reduce the valve to fif- 
ty thouſand pounds ? England gets a million Ster- 


Ane by this nation; which, if this project goes on, 
will be almoſt reduced to nothing : and do you 

think thoſe who live in England upon lrith eſtates, 

will be content to take an eighth or tenth part by 


being paid in Wood's droſs? 


If Wood and his confederates were not convin- | 


ced of our ſtupidity, they never would have at- 


tempted fo audacious an enterpriſe, He now fees. 


Au egveßrian flatue of George I. at Efe bridge, Dublin. | 
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4 ſpirit hath been raiſed againſt him, and he only 


watches till it begins to flag: he goes about watab- 
ing when to devour us, He hopes we ſhall be wea- 

ry of contending with him; and at laſt out of ig+ 
norance or fear, or of being perfectly tired with 
oppoſition, we ſhall be forced to yield: and there- 
fore, I confeſs, it is my chief endeavour to keep up 
your ſpirits and reſentments. If I tell you there is 
a precipice under you, and that if you go forwards 


vou will certainly break your necks ; if I point to it 


before your eyes, muſt I be at the trouble of re- 
peating it every morning ? Are our people's pearts 
waxed groſs? are their ears dull of hearing? and 


| have they chſed thiir eyes? I fear there are ſome few 


vipers among us, who for ten or twenty pounds 
gain would ſell their ſouls and their country; al- 


| though at laſt it ſhould end in their own ruin, as 

well as ours. Be nct like the deaf adler, who refuſ- 
'  eth to hear the voice of the charmer, charm he never 
. wiſely, 


Although my letter may be directed to you, Mr. 


Harding, yet I intend it for all my countrymen. 1 


have no intereſt in this affair, but what is common 


do che public. I can live bettter than many others: 


I have ſome gold and ſilver by me, and a thop well 
furniſhed ; and I ſhall be able to make a ſhift, when 
many of my betters are ſtarving, But I am griev- 


ed to fee the coldneſs and indifference of many 


people, with whom I diſcourſe, Some are afraid 


of a proclamation : others thrug up their ſhould- 
ers, and cry, What would you have us to do? Some 
give out, there is no danger at all; others are com- 
forted, that it will be a common calamity, and they 
| ſhall fare no worſe than their neighbours. Will a 


man who hears midnight-robbers at his door, get 


but of bed and raiſe his family for a common de- 


tence ; and ſhall a whole kingdom lie in a letharpy, 
while Mr. Wood comes at the head of his conte- 
derates to rob them of all they have, to ruin us and 

Yer, III. =_— our 
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our poſterity for ever? If a highwayman meets you 
on the road, you give him yqur money to ſave your 
lite; but God be th inked, Mr. Wood cahnot 

touch a hair of your heads. You have all the laws 
of God and man on your fide ; when he or his ac- 
complices offer you his drots, it is but ſaying No, 
and you are fafe. If a madman thouid come into 
my thop with a handful of dirt raked out of the 
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kennel, and offer it in payment for ten yards of L 


| ſtuff, I would pity or laugh at him ; or if his be- 
haviour deſerved it, kick him out of my doors, 


And if Mr. Wood comes to demand my gold and 


filver, or commodities for which 1 have paid my 
gold aud ſi ver, in exchange for his traik,” can he 5 
deſerve or expect better tre: eatment ? 
When the evil day is come, (if it muſt ink 


let us mark and obſerve thole who preſume to of- 1 


fer theſe halfpence in payment. Let their names, 
and trades, and places of abode, be made public, 

that every one may be aware of them, as betrayers 
of their country, and confederates with Mr. Wood. 


Let them be watched at markets and fairs; and let 


the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give the word about, 
that Mr. Wood's halfpence have becn offered, and 
caution the poor innocent People not to receive 
hom. _ 

Perhaps I have been too tedious ; but there would 
never be an end, if I attempted to ſay all that this 
melancholy ſubject will bear. I will conclude with 
humbly offering one propof d; which, if it were 
put into practice, would blow up this deſtructive 
project at once. Let ſome ſlcilful, judicious pen 
draw up an advertiſement to the following purpoſe. 
„ Whereas one William Wood, hardwareman, 
* now or lately fojourning in the city of London, 
bath by many miſrepreſentations, procured a 
patent far coining an hundred and eight thou- 
6 fand pounds in copper halfpence for this king- 
* dom; ; which is a ſum five mes greater than our 

— $6 -occafions 


renne 1433 
« occaſions require: And whereas it is notorious, 
that the ſaid Wood hath coined his halfpence of 
| + fuch baſe metal, and falfe weight, that they are 
« at leaſt ſix parts in ſæven below the real value: 
and whereas we have rcafon to apprehend, that 
the ſaid Wood may at any time hercafter clan- 
& deftinely coin as many more halfpence as he 
| * pleaſes: and whereas the ſaid patent neither 
| © doth, nor can oblige his Majeſty's ſubjects to re- 
« ceive the ſaid halfpence. in any payment, but 
I leaves it to their voluntary choice: becauſe by 
aa the ſabject cannot be obliged to take any 
| © money, except gold and fuer: and whereas, 
* contrary to the letter and meaning of the taid- 
patent, the ſaid Wood hath declared, that every 
| © perſon ſhall be obliged. tos take five pence halt- 
EE penny of his coin in every payment: And 
e whereas the Houſe of Commons and privy-councit- 
have ſeverally addreſſed his Moſt Sacred Majeſiy, 
1 repreſenting the ill conſequences which the ſaid 
' © comage may have upon thigkingdom : And, laſtly, 
whereas it is univerſally agreed, that the whole 
nation to a man (except Mr. Wood, and his confe-- 
derates) are in the utmoſt apprehenſion of the xui- 
nous conſequences that muſt follow from the faid 
coinage; therefore we, whoſe names are under- 
written, being perſons af confiderable citates in 
this kingdom, and reſiders therein, do unani- 
mouſly reſolve and declare, that we will never 
receive one farthing or halfpenny of the ſaid 
* Wood's coining ; and that we will direct all our 
tenants to refuſe the ſaid coin from any perſon 
_* whatſoever ; of which that they may not be ip- 
L norant, we have ſent them a copy of this adver- 
E tiſement to be read to them by our ſtewards, re- 
a - ns.” oc... 
I could wiſh, that a paper of this nature might 
- | bedrawn up, and ſigned by two or three hundred 
x | Principal gentlemen of this kingdom; and printed 
s A - oP copies 
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copies thereof ſent to their ſeveral tenants. I am 
deceived if any thing could ſooner defeat this exe- 
crable deſign of Wood. This would immediately 
give the alarm, and ſet the kingdom on their guard; 
this would give courage to the meaneſt tenant and 
cottager. Heu ng, © Lord, righteous and true, 


I muſt tell you in particular, Mr. Harding, that 
you are much to blame. Several hundred per- 
ſons have "inquired at your houſe for my letter to 
the /hopkeepers, &c. and you had none to tell them. 
Pray keep yourſelf provided with that letter, and 
with this: you have got very well by the former ; 


but I did not then write for your lake, any more 


than I do now, Pray advertile both in every news- 
| paper; and let it not be your fault or mine, if our 
4 countrymen will not take warning. I defire you 


"LET- 
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Some OBS ER VA TIONS upon a paper” 

called, The Report of the Committee of the” 
 Mijl Hoourable the Privy C:undl of Eng- 
land, relating 10 Wood's ee. 


= To: the Nobility and 2 of the kingdom. of: 
1 Ireland, . 


. T Aving alr cady written two letters to the peo- 
| i ple of my on level and condition, and ha- 
ring now very preſling occaſion for writing a third; 
Trrchought I could not more properly addreſs it can 3 
do your Lordſbips and Is. | 
Ihe occaſion is this: A printed paper was ſent to 
me on the 18th inſtant, int tied,“ A report of the 
(committee of the Lords of his Majeſty's Mott 
_ + Honourable Privy Council in England, relating 
*- to Mr. Woad's halfpence and ixwthings.” There 
is no mention made where the paper was printed; 
but I ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin: and I have 
been told, that the copy did. not come over in the 
| Gazette, bur i in the London Journal, or ſome o- 
| ther print of no authority or conſequence. And, 
For any ching that legally appears to the contrary, it 
rad be a con'rivance to / ig us; or a project of 
8 who hath a mind to make a penny - 
by pu liſhing ſomething upon a ſubjcct which now . 
| employs all our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. 
j Wood, in publiſhin;; this paper, would infinuate 
| to the world, as it the comnictes had a greater 
concern for his credit wy private cnolument, than 
.% for 
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for the honour of the privy-council, and both houſes 
of parliament here, and for the quiet and welfare of 


this whole kingdom ; for it ſeems intended a vin- 
- dication. of Mr. Wood, not without ſeveral ſevere 
refletions on the houſes of Lords and * 1 


Ireland. 


The whole is indeed. written with the turn __ 


air of a plet; as if it were a diſpute between 
William Wood, on the one part, and the /ords juſ- 
tices, privy<council, and b:th houſes of parliament, 

on the other; the defign of it being to clear Wil- 


: Ham Wood, and to charge the other fide with caſt- 


in raſh and groundleſs aſperſions upon him. 
But if it be really what the title imports, Mr. 


Mood hath treated the committee with great rude- 


neſs, by publiſhing an act of theirs in ſo unbecoming 


a manner, without their leave, and before it was 

«communicated to the government and privy · ccuncil 
of Ireland, to whom the committee adviſed that it 

ſhould be tranſmitted, But, with all deference be 


it ſpoken, I do not conceive thata report of a com - 


mittee of the council in England is hitherto a law in 
either kingdom; and until any 3 is determined 


to be a law, it remains diſputable by _ ſubjet̃t 
This (may it pleaſe your Led — 


may ſeem a ſtrange way of diſcourſing in an ilite- 
rate hopkeeper. I have endeavoured (although 
without the help of books) to improve that ſmall 
portion of reaſon God hath been pleaſed to give me; 


and when reaſon plainly pears before me, I can- 
not turn away my head — it. Thus, for in- 
ſtance, if any over ſhould tell me that ſuch a 
point were law, from which many groſs palpable 


abſurdities muſt follow; I would not, I could not 


believe him. If Sir Edward Coke ſhould poſitive 
aſſert, (which he no where does, but the 
contrary), that a limited prince could by 


tive oblige his ſubjects to take half an ounce of lead, 


— with his image, for twenty ſhillings 4 
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[ gold, I ſhould ſwear he was deceiv ed, or a deceiv - 


ar ů — —— 2 — — —— 


er; becauſe a power like that would leave the ; 


whole lives and fortuncs of tlie people entirely at 


the mercy of the monarch; yet this in effect is 
what Wood hath advanced in ſome of his papers, 
and what ſuſpicious people may poſhbly apprehend 


from ſome paſſages in that which is called the re- 


That paper mentions « ſuch perſons to have been 


* examined; who were deſirous and willing to be 
_ © heard upon this ſubject.“ I am told they were 


four in all; Coleby, B — , Mr. Finley the banker, 
and one more, whoſe name I know not. The firft 


ol theſe was tried for robbing the treaſury in Ire- 
land: and though has was acquired for want of 


legal proof, yet every perſon in-the court believes 
But, fince I have gone ib far as to mention 


ticular perſons, it may be ſome ſatisfaction to know 
_ who is this Wood himſel, that has the honour to 


have a whole kingdom at his mercy for almoſt two 


years together. I find he is in the patent intivled 


Eſquire, although he were underſtood to be only a 
hardwareman ;. and fo I have been bold to call:hinr 
in my former letters; however, a Squire he is, not 


only by virtue of his patent, but by having been a 


collector in Shropſhire ; where pretending to have 


deen robbed, and ſuing the county, he was caſt, and 


forthe infamy of the fact loſt his employment. 


I have heard another ſtory of this Squire Wood 


from a very honourable lady, that one Hamilton 
told her. Hamilton was ſent for fix years ago by 
Sir Iſaac Newton to try the-coinage of four men, 
who then ſolicited a patent for coiniug halfpence 
for Ireland ; their names —— El- 


| liſton, and Parker. Parker made the faireſt offer, 
and Wood the worſt; for his coin were three half- - 


— in a pound - weight leſs value than the other. 
which it is plain, with what intentions he folie 


— 4 
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| eſted his patent; but not ſo plain how he obtained 
I is alledged in the ſaid paper called the report, 


that upon repeated orders from a ſecretary of ſtate. 


for ſending over ſuch papers and witneſſes as-thould- 
be thought proper to ſupport the objections made. 
againſt the patent, (by. both houſes of parliament), 
the Lord Licutenant reprefented “ the great difh- 
culty he found himſelf in, to comply with theſe 

„ orders: that none of the principal members 0$ 
both houſes who were in the King's ſcrvice or 
council, would take upon them to adviſe, how 


« any material perſon, or papers, might be ſent o 

% yer on this occaſion,” Cc. And this is often. 
repeated, and repreſented as“ a proceeding that 
_« ſeems very. extraordinary, and that in a matter 
„ which had raiſed fo great a clamour in Ireland, 

no one perſon could be prevailed upon:to come 


of both houſes of parliament in Ireland; efpe-- 
* cially that the chief difficulty ſhould ariſe from 
« a general apprebenſion of a miſcarriage, in an 
* inquiry before his Majeſty, or in:a procceding . 


« 
= 
over from [reland:.in-ſupport of the united ſenſe 
66 
10 
ce 


© by due courſe of law, in a caſe where both hou- 
* ſes of parliament had declared themſelves ſo ful- 
Ay convinced, and ſatisfied upon evidence, and 

„% e naminations taken in the molt ſolemn manner.” 

How ſhall I. a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, utterly: 


unſkilled in law, be able to anſwer ſa weighty an 


objection? I wil try what can be done by plain 
reaſon, unaſſiſted by art, cunning, or cloquence. 
In my humble opinion, the committee of coun- 
cil hath already prejudged the whole caſe, by call« 


ing the united ſenſe of both houſes of parliament in 
| Ireland an univerſal clamour. Here the addrefles 


of the Lords and Commons of Ireland againſt a 
ruinous, deſtructive project of an . obſcure, ſingla 
undertaker, is called a clameu,t. I defire to know, 
| how ſuch a ſtyle would be reſented in England 


from 
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from a committee of council there to a parliament; 
and how many impeachments would low bs a” 
it? But ſuppoſing the appellation to be pt n 
never heard of a wiſe miniſter, who deſpi ed the 

univerſal clamorir of a people; and if that clamour 
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enn be quieted by diſappointing the fraudulent prac- 
ice of a fingle perſon, the porchaſe'i is not exorbi- 


— 

But in anſwer to this objection, firſt, it is . | 
feſt, that if this coinage had been in Ireland, with 
fich limitations as have been formerly ſpecified i in 


other patents, and granted to perſons of this king- 


dom, or even of England, able to give ſufficient 


hu. ſecurity, few or no inconvemiencies could have 
44 1 As to Mr. Knox's patent mentioned in 


the report, ſecurity was given in to the exchequer, 


3 chat the patentee thould upon all demands be obli- U 
| ged to receive his þa/fperce back, and pay gold 
ve 


or 
r in exchange for them. And Mr. Moor (to. 
whom I ſuppoſe that patent was made over) was in 
1694 forced to leave off coining before the end of 
that ear, by the great cronds of people —_— 
offering to return his — 
1698 he cained again, and was forced to — ot = 
for the fame reaſon. This entirely alters the caſe; 


for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's patent; 
which condition was worth a hundred times all o- | 


ther limitations whatſoever. 
Put the cafe, that the two wake os: Lond und 
Commons of England, and the privy counciF there, 


mould addreſs ds Majefty to recall a patent, from 


whence they apprehended the moſt ruinous conſe- 


os ex” De" whale Aihgdens | and to make it 
ge 


r if poſſible, thatꝰ che whole nation almoſt to 


_— ſhould thereupon diſcover the moſt diſmal 


apprehenſions, (as Mr. Wood ſtiles them); would 


Bis Majeſty debate half an hour what he had to do? 
would any miniſter dare adviſe him agaiaſt recalling 


beck a patent ? 9＋?ꝛũmu + 
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the privy council, or to Weſtminſter-ha'l; the two 
houſes of parliament plaintiffs, and William Wood 
defendant? and is there even the ſinalleſt difference 
between the rwo caſes ? N 1 2 


Mere not the people of Ireland born as free as 


thoſe of England ? how have they forfeited their 
freedom? is not their parliament as fair a repre- 


ſentative of the people as that of England; and 


and hath not their privy council as great, or a 


greater ſhare in the adminiſtration of public affairs? | 


are not they ſubjects of the ſame King? 
does not the fame ſunſhine upon them ? 


and have they not the ſame God for their 


protector? am- I a freeman in England, and do I 
become a flave in fix hours by croſſing the chan- 


nel ? No wonder then if the boldeſt perſons were 


_ cautious to interpoſe in a matter already determined 
by the whole voice of the nation; or to preſume 10 


_ repreſent the repreſentatives of the kingdom; and 
were juſtlꝝ apprehenſtve of meeting ſuch a treatment 
as they would deſerve at the next ſeſſion. It would 
ſieem very extraordinary, if an inferior court in 
England ſhould take a matter ont of the hands 


of the high court of parliament during a 7 
— and decide it againſt che opinion of both 
"Ie happens however, that akbough no perſoos 


were ſo bold as to go over as evidences to prove the 


truth of the objections made againſt this patent by 
_ the high court of parliament here, yet theſe ob- 
zejons ſtand good, 
made by Mr. Wood and his council, 
Ihe report 
„% the fineneſs, weight, and value of this copper, 


. „ exceeded in every article.” This is poſſible e- 


nough in the pieces upon which the aſſay was made: 


but Wood muſt have failed very much in point of 
dexterity, if he had not taken care to provides 
wfficient quantity af ſuch halfpence as would = 


notwithſtanding the anſwers 
ſays, that, “ upon an aſſay made of 
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the trial; which he was well able to do, althe” 
they were" taken out of ſeveral parcels ; fince it is 
now plain, that the bias of favour hath been 
wholly on his fide, 7 

But what need is there of diſputing, when we 
have a poſitive demonſtration of Wood's frandu- 


lent practices in this point? I have feen a large 


quantity of theſe halſpence weighed by a very ſxilful 
perſon, which were of four different kinds, three 


of them conſiderably under weight. I have now 
before me an exact computation of the difference 
of weight between theſe four ſorts ; by which it ap- 
. _ that the fourth ſort, or the lighteſt, differs 

_ from 


the firſt to a degree, that in the coinage of 


chree hundred and ſixty tons of copper the patentre 
will be a gainer, only by that difference, of twenty» 
four thouſand four hundred and ninety- four 


pounds; and in the whole the public will be a lofer 
of eighty-two thouſand one hundred and ſixty- 

eight pounds ſixtcen ſhillings, even ſuppoſing the 
metal in point of goodneſs to anſwer Wood's con- 
tract, and the aſſay that hath been made, which it 


infallibly doth not. For this point hath likewiſe 


been inquired into by very experienced men; who, 
upon ſeveral trials on many of theſe halfpence, have 


found them to be at leaſt one fourth part below the 


real value, not including che raps or counterfeits 


that he, or his accomplices, have already made of his 
own coin, and ſcattered about. Now, he coinageof 


three hemdred and fixty tons of copper, coinedby the 


weight of the fourth or lighteft ſort of his half- 


pence, will amount to one hundred twenty-wo 


thouſand four hundred eighty- eight pounds fixteen 
thillings ; and, if we ſubtract a fourth part of the 


real value by the baſe mixture in the metal, we muſt 


add to the public loſs one fourth part to be ſubtract- 


ed from the intrinfic value of the copper; which 
in three hundred and fixty rons amounts to ten 
thoufand and eighty pounds; and this, added to the 
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former ſaw of eighty- two thouſand one hundted 


ſixty- eight pounds ſixteen ſhillings, will make in all 
ninety-two thouſand wo hundred forty- eight 
pounds loſs to the public; beſides the raps or 
counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to coin. Nor do I know whether he rec 
 Kons the dr:/5 exciuſive or incluſive with his three 
hundred and fixty tons of copper; which how- 


ever will make a * diflexence i in che i 0 


_ count, 


_ of every pound of copper, valued at one thilling 


which is double to the higheſt exchange of money, 
even under all the addititonal preſſures and obſtruc- 
tions DR trade that this unhappy kingdom Hes at 
This one circumſtance, in the coinage of 

| ide 1 and ſixty tons of copper, makes a 
difference of twenty-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred 
and twenty pounds between Enplith and Irith halt- 


the heavieſt ſort. 


It- is likewife to be dd; that foe every 
halfpenny in a pound weight, exceeding the num- 
ber directed by the patent, Wood will be a gamer 
in the coinage of three hundred and ſixty tons f 
copper, fixteen hundred and eighty pounds profit 


more than the patent allows him ; out of which be 


may aftord to make his comperallers enſy upon chat | 


article, 
As to what is alledged, that theſe halfpence far 


den che like coinage for Ireland in che reigns of 
his Majeſty's predec eilors; there cannot well be a . 


more cxceptionable way of arguing, although the 
fact were true : which however is altogether niit 
_ not by any fault in the committee, but * 


Lou will 1 pleaſe to obſerve, that 4 profit 
allowed to Wood by the patent is twelve pence out 


and ſixpence, whereas five pence only is allowed tor 
_ coinage of a pound weight for the Engliſh half. 
pence z and this difference is almoſt 25 per cent. 


pence ; even allowing thoſe of 'o0d to de all of * 


' Geo Dm ©.» uw 


De fraud and impoſition of Wood, who'rertainly 


Dartmouth in the reign of King Charles II, and re- 
e ſe 


gainft all inconveniencies : and the copper was coined 
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produced the worſt patterns he could find ; ſuch as 
were coined in ſmall numbers by permiſſions to pri- 
vate men, as butchers halfpence black-dogs, and others 
the like; or perhaps the {mall St. Patrcik's coin, which 
paſſeth now for a farthing, or at beſt ſome; of the 
alleſt raps of the lateſt kind, For I have now by 
me haffpence coined in the year 1680 by virtue of the 
patent granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was 
renewed to Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth 
part than thoſe of Wood, and of much better 
metal; and the great St. Patrick's ha{fpence are yet 


larger than either. 


what is all this to the preſent debate: if, un- 


der the various exigencies of former times, by wars, 
rebellions, and inſurrections, the kings of England 


were ſometimes forced to pay their armies here with 
mixed or baſe money? God forbid that the neceſ- 


| ities of turbulent times ſhould be a precedent for 
times of peace, and order and ſettlement, | — 


ln the patent above mentioned, granted do Lord 


newed to Knox, curities given in to the exche- 
quer, obligingthe patentee to receive his money back 
upon every demand, were an effectual remedy a- 


in aur kingdom; ſo that we were in no danger to 
purchaſe it with the loſs of all our filyer and gold 


carried over to another, nor to be at the trouble of 


going to England for the redreſſing of any abuſe. 
| That the kings of England have exerciſed their 


England, is not the preſent queſtion : but, ro ſpeak 
in the ſtile of the report, it would ſeem a little ex- 
traordinary, ſuppoſing a king ſhould think fit to 
exerciſe his prerogative by coining copper in Ire- 
land io be current in England, without referring it 


do his officers in that kingdom to be informed, 


whether the grant were reaſonable, and whether 
Voc, I. A : the 


prerogative of coining copper for Ircland and for 
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the people defired it or no, and without regard to 
the addreſſes of his parliament againſt it. God for- 
bid that ſo mean a man as I thould meddle wich che 
King's prerogative: but | have heard very wiſe men 
Cay, that the King's prerogative is bounded and I. 
mited by the good and welfare of his people. - I de- 


| vowed, that the good of Ircland was intended by 

this patent ? But Ireland is not conſulted at all in 
the matter; and, as ſoon as Irdand is in- 
formed of it, they declared againſt it : The two 
Houſes of parliament and the privy council addreſs 
his Majeſty upon the miſchiefs apprehended by ſuch 
aà patent; the privy council in England take the 
matter out of the parliament's cognitance; the good 
of the kingdom is dropt ; and it is now determined, 


da Mr. Wood ſhall have the power of ruining à 
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whole nation for his private advantage, KH 
U never can ſuppoſe, that fuch patents as theſe 


fire to know, whether it be not underſtood and a- 


were originally granted with a view of being a ab for 
the intereſt of a particular perſon to the damage of 


the public. Whatever profit muſt arife to the pa- 
tentee, was ſurely meant at beſt but as a ſecondary. 
motive; and fince ſomebody mutt be a gainer, the 
choice of the perſon was made either by favour or 
ſomething elſe, or by the prerence of merit and ho- 
neſty: this argument returns ſo often and to ſtrongly 
into my head, that I cannot forbear frequently re- 
peating it. Surely his Majeſty, when he conſented to 
the paſſing of this patent, conceived he was doing | 
an act of grace to his moſt loyal ſubjects of Ireland, 
without any regard to Mr. Wood, farther than as 
an inſtrument; but the people of Ireland think this 
patent (intended, no doubt for their good) to be a 
_ moſt intolerable grievance; and therefore Mr. 
Wood can never ſucceed without an open avowal; 
that his profit is preferred not only before 
the intereſt, but the very ſafety and being of 
⁊ great kingdom; and a kingdom diſtinguithed for 
1 l Ny $6508 
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* ſerved to be facrificed to one 
| ſcure, ignominious projector. 
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— others upon earth: not 
turned from its duty by the juriſdictlon of the 
«houſe of Lords aboliſhed at a ſtroke, by the 
* hardſhips of the act of navigation newly inforced. 

4 hy all poffible obſtructions in trade, and by a 


hundred other inftances, enough to fill this paper; 
nor was there ever among us the leaſt attempt to- 


wards an inſurection in n of the pretender. 


Therefore, whatever juſtice a free people can elaim, 


we have at leaft an equal title to it with our brethren 


in England; and whatever grace a good prince cart 
| beſtow on the moſt hyal ſubjefts, we have reaſon to 


expect it ; neither has this ele, any way de- 


Among other clauſes mentioned in this patent to 


| ſhew how advantagcous it is to Ireland, there is one 
| which ſeems to be of a ſingular nature: that the 
| patentes ſhall be obliged, during his term to pay 
N eight hundred pounds a- year to the crown, and 

t two hundred pounds a- year to the comptroller.“ 
I hase heard indecd, that the King's council do al- 


ways conſider in che paſſing of a patent. whether it 


| vill be of advantage to the crown; but I have 
likewiſe heard, that it is at the ſame conſidered, 


whether paſſing of it may 75 injurious to any other 
perſons or bodies politic? However, although 
the attorney and ſclicitor be ſervants to the King, 
and therefore bound to conſult his Majeſty's inte- 
reſt; yet I am under ſome doubt, whether eight 
hundred pounds a-year to the crown would be e- 
— to the ruin of a kingdom. It would be 

better for us to have paid 8000 pounds a · year 
into his Majefty's coffers in the midſt of alt our 
taxes, (which in proportion are greater in this king- 
dom than ever they were in England, even during 
the war), than purchaſe ſuch an addition to the re- 
venue at the price of our utter unchirg. 


4 what —— — — bur 


he muſt be ſurely a man of ſome wonderful merit. 
KT 2 other at his own ex- 
= to give him a title of reimburkng himſelf 
. EE 
ade, or the univerſal medicine ? No; but be 
found the philoſopher” flone after a new man- 
5 ner, dy debaſing of copper, and reſolving to force 


every office where: fees and perquiſites were due. 


They know very well, that perſons in places were 1 
ers of the 


no enemies to grants; and chat the o 
crown could not be kept in the dark. But the late 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland * affirmed, it was a 


ſecret to him; and who will doubt of his veracity, 


eſpecially when he ſwore to a perſon of quality, 


_ troubled with theſe halfpence. It was a ſecret to- 
the people of Ireland, who were to be the only ſuf- 
ferers; and thoſe who beſt know the ſtate of the 


affair, were wholly ſtrangers to it. 


It is allowed by the report, that this patent was 


paſſed without the knowledge of the chief gover- 


nor, or officers of Ireland: and it is there elabo- 
rately ſhewn, that © former — paſſed in 
« the ſame manner, and are good in law. I ſhall 


| not diſpute the n of RIC *. am 1 to 


| /® Dyke of Grafton, 


ſuppoſe 


it-upon-us for gold, . 
"When the two houſes repreſented to his Majeſty, 

| that this patent to Wood was obtained in a clan- | 

deſtine manner, ſurely the committee could not | 

— the parliament would inſinuate, that it had 

not paſſed in the common forms, and run through | 


from whom 1 had it, that Ireland ſhould never be 


kingdom, a and were moſt able to aqvile . ne an | 
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- fappoſe it in his Majeſty's power to grant a pew 


I xould only put the queſtion, whether iu reafow 
and juſtice'it would not have been proper in an af - 
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for * — bits of copper to every ſul & 


Therefore, to lay atide the point of law,” 


fair upon which the“ welfare of the kingdom de- 
4-pends,”: that the' faid kingdom ſhould have re- 
ceived: timely notice; and the matter not be carried 
on between the patentee and the officers of the 
crown, who were to be the only gainers by it. 
The parliament, who in matters of this nature 
are the moſt able and faithful counſellors, did re- 
preſent this grant to be deſtructive of trade, and 


dangerous to the properties of the people: to 
which the only anſwer is, That the King hath a 
_ + prerogative to make ſuch a grant... 


It is aſſerted, That in the patent to Knox his 
*. halfpence are made and declared the current 
„coin of the kingdom;” whereas, in this % 


Wood, there is only a © power given to Wie them: 
to ſuch as will receive ther.” The authors 97 


the report, I think, do not affirm, that the King 
can, by lau, declare any thing to be current money 


| _ by his letters patents. I dare ſay they will not at- 
flrm it; and if Knox's patent contained in it po 


ers contrary to law, why is it mentioned as a pre- 
cedent in his Majeity's * juſt and merciful reiga?“ 


| But although that clauſe be not in Wood's patent 
yet poſſibly there are others, rhe legality” whereof 

may be equally doubted ; ard particularly that 
whereby © a power is given to Wiltiam Wood te 


break into houſes in ſearch of any coin made in 


| imitation of his.” This may perhaps be affirm+ 
all to be illegal and dangerous to the liberty of the 


ſubject; yet this is a precedent taken from Knox's 


| patent, where the «<> / quad is granted; and is 4 
| es 


ſtrong inſtance, what 
of precedents. 
But although, before the paſſing of this patent, 


may' be ſometimes made 


* — 
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it ws not thought neceſſury to conſult any perſons 


of chis kingdom, or make the leaſt inquiry, whe- 
ther copper money were wanting among us; yet 


now at length, when the matter is over, when the 
Pitent hath long paſſed, when Wood hath already 


coined ſeventeen thouſand pounds, and hath his 
tools and implements prepared to coin fix times as 
much more, the committee hath been pleaſed to 
make this affair the ſubject of inquiry; Wood is 


permitted to produce his evidences, which conſiſt, 


as I have already oblerved, of four in number, 


whereof Coleby, B—-, and Mr. Finley the bank- 


er, are three. And theſe were to prove, that cop- 
per money was extremely wanted in Ireland, The 


_ firſt had been out of the kingdom almoſt twenty | 
years, from the time that he was tried for robbing | 
_ _ the treaſury ; and therefore his knowledge and cre- 
_ dibility are equal. Mr. Finley, one of the other 
witneſſes, honeſtly confeſſed, that he was ignorant 


whether Ireland wanted copper money or no; but 
his whole intention was to buy a certain quantity 


from Wood at a lrge diſcount, and fell them as 


well as he could; by which he ages to get two or 
three thouſand pounds for himſ elf. 


But ſuppoſe there were not one ſingle halfpenny 
of copper coin in this whole kingdom, (which Mr, 


Wood ſeems to intend, unleſs we come to his terms, 
as appears by employing his emiſſaries to buy up 


our old ones at a penny in the ſhilling more than 


they paſs for), it could not be any real evil to us, 


although it might be ſome inconvenience. We have 
man ſorts of ſmall filver coins to which they are 
ſtirangers in England; ſuch as the French rhree- 
pences, four pence halfpennies, and eight pence far- 
things, the Scotch fivepences and tenpences beſides, 


their twentypences and three and four pences, by 
which we are able to make change to a halfpenny 
of almoſt any piece of gold or ſilver; and if we 


re driven to the expedient of a ſeaizd card _ — 
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poſe, be ſomcwhat better than to have nothing lefe 
but Wood's adulterated copper, which he is nei- 


| ther obliged by his patent, nor W1THERTO able by 


his fate to make 1 | 17 4 
The report farther tells us, it mii be admitted, that 


| letters patents, under the great ſeal of Great Britain, 
| for coining ccpper-maney for Ireland, are ga and 
| ebligatory, a juſt and reaſonable exerciſe of his Mageſ- 


ty's royal prerogative, and in no manner derogatary,.or 


| invaſive of any liberty or privilege of his fubjedls of b 


lreland. Firſt, we deſire to know, why his Majet- . 


1 ty's prerogative might not have been as well afferted,. 
| by paſſing this patent in Ireland, and fuby | 
| feveral conditions of the contract to the inſpection - 


ecting the 


I of thoſe who are only concerned, as was formerly 
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done in the only precedents for patents granted for 


coining in this kingdom, ſince the mixed money in 


Queen Eliſabeth's time during the difficulties of a. 
| rebellion; whereas now, upon the greateſt impoſi- 
| tion that can poſſibly be practiſed, we muſt go to 
| LEagland with our complaints; where it hath been 


for ſome time the faſhion to think, and to affirm, 
that we cannot be tos hardly uſed. Again, the re- 
pert ſays, that ſuch patents are obligatory. After 
long thinking, I am not able to find out, what can 
poſſibly be meant here by this word obligatory. The 
patent of Wood neither obligeth him to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it; .or if. it did-the latter, it 
would bz fo far void, becauſe no patent can obige 


the ſubject againſt law; unleſs an illegal patent 
: — in one kingdom, can bind another, and not 
. 


2 — 


Laſtly, it is added, that ( ſuch patents are in no 
manner derogatory, or invaſive of any liberty 


+ or: privilege of the King's ſubjects of Ireland.“ 


if this propoſition be true, as it is here laid down, 
without any limitation either expreſſed or implied, 
n muſt follow, that a king of England may at any 


i liele-gold and ſilver ſtill remaining, it will, I ſup- 
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« ders, and directions by the authority of the King 
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money 
e _ 


ceffiry. and ex ncies of his affairs. If this be in 
no manner derogatory, nor invafive of any liber · 


5 ties or 3 the fubjects of ak na yt 


vught to have been what our liberties = 


privileges are, and whether we have any at all; for 


in ſpecifying the word Hreland, inſtead of faying his 


Mae fuljefs, it would ſcem to inſinuate, that 


we are not upon the ſame foot with our fellow-ſub- 


us of our ſiberty, but 


the manner of 


two houſes of parliament, But waving all contro- 


 verlies Es os to- the legiſlature, no perſon; I be- 


„ Was ever yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the 


people of Ireland have not the ſame title to the be- 
nefits of the common law with the reſt of his Maje - 
ſy” $s ſubjects ; and therefore, whatever liberties or 
_ privileges the people of England enjoy by commen 
zu, we of Ireland have the fame ;. fo that, in my 
mble opinion, the word Feland funding in that 


propofition was, in the mildeſt i interpretation, a lapſe 


of ihe pen. 
"The report farther afſerts, that © the precedents 
« are many, wherein caſes of great importance to 


Ireland, and which immediately affected the in- 
ngdom,. ſuch as warrants, or- 


ve. been iflued under the- 


or advice of his Majeſty” s officers of Ireland, 
« WICH have always had their due * and have 


8 cc en | 


value of half a farthing for half a crown, as 
practiſed by the late King James ; and even 
vithour that arbitrary prince's excuſc from the ne · 


jects in England; which, however the practice max | 
have been, I hope will never be directly aſſerted 
| yg, 29 rr wg beans Fraps prived | 
_ paſſing laws here, —— I | 
indirectly obtained), by leaving the negative to the 
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may be fo, and I am for it; becauſe 


———— ro content. How- 
ever, all. theſe precedenti, there is not one 
of a patent inüng for Ireland. . 
There is n more than 
this.doftrine of precedents, If a job is to be done, 
and upon ſearching records you find it hath been 
done before, there will not want a lawyer to juſtify 


the legality of ir 4,1 his precedents, with- 


out ever c the motives and circumſtances 
that firſt introduced them; the neceſſity, or turbu- 
lence, or iniquity of times; the corruptions of mi- 
niſters, or the arbitrary diſpoſition the prince 
then reigning. And I have been told by 


eminent in the law, that the worſt actions which 


human nature is capable of, may be juſtified by tho 


ume doctrine. How the firſt precedents began of 
1 — — the higheſt importance to Ire · 
land, and immediately nel ating 


ics intereſts; with- 


out any — reference or <dvice to the King's 


| officers here; may e t 


—— —- —— 
of Tyrone in the laſt year of Queen Elifabeth's | 


reign, there was a period of four hundred years, 


which was a various ſcene of war and peace be- 
tween the Englith pale and the Triſh natives; and 


the government of that part of this inland, which 


lay in the Englith hands, was in many things under 


_ the immediate adminiſtration of the King: * filver 


and copper were often coined here among us; and 


once at leaſt upon great neceſſity a mixed be 
metal was. ſent from England. 7 Fe reign of King 


James I. ns. employed in ferding the Kingdon: 


after 'Tyrone's rebellion ; and this nation flouriſh= 
ed — the time of the maſſucre, 1641. 
In that difficult juncture of affairs the. 


1 * pare. in Dub- 


* 
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By all chat I can diſcover, the copper coin of 


Leland, for three hundred years paſt, conſiſted of 
finall pence and balfpence; which particular men 
had hcence to coin, and were current only within 
certain towns. and diſtricts, according to the per- 
ſonal credit of the owner who uttered: them, and 

was bound to receive them again; whereof I have 
ſeen many ſorts ; neither have 1 heard of any pa- 
ent granted for coining copper for Ireland, till the 
reign of King Charles II. which was in the year 
169, to George 1 
85 renewed by King James I. in the firſt year of his 


4 in Ireland ; and in both the tentees were 


4 they were obliged to pay gold or ſilver. 


I be patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox 
were referred to the Attorney-General here, and 
a report made accordingly; and both, as I have 
already faid; were paiſed in this kingdom. Knox 


had only a patent for the remainder of the term 


granted to Lord Dartmouth; the patent expired in 


_ F701, and upon a petition by Roger Moor to have 


_ renewed, the matter was referred hither; and 


upon the report of the attorney and ſolicitor, that 
it was not for his Majeſty's ſervice, or the intereſt 


of the nation, to have it renewed, it was rejected 


per hall» 


by King William. It ſhould therefore ſeem v 

extraordinary, that a patent for coining cop 

Page, intended and profeſſed for the good i of the 
Om, 


ing thee kingdom, for the good 
— to be intended; and this 
tion of a poor, private, ob 
tent of ſuch a nature, that as foon as ever the 
kingdom is informed of its being paſſed, they cry 
out unanimouſly againſt it as ruinous and deftruttive.. 
The repreſentatives of the nation in 8 


* — 


— 


(1685) to John Knox. Both patents were 


|: to receive their coin again from any that 
would offer them twenty ſhillings of it, for which 


ſhould be paſſrd without once confult- : 
of which it is de- 


upon the applica - 
1 and a pa - 


Lord Dartmouth; and | 
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mate erent b eee 
recalled; yet the patentes, ſuch a one as T have des 
ſcribed, thall prevail to have chis parent approved — 
and his private intereſt thall weigh down the'a 
cation of a whole kingdom. St. Paul ſays, AN 
8 things ar hu, but all things are not expedi. 
a ent. We are anſwered, that this patent is law- 
ful: but is it expodient We read, chat the high- 
prieſt ſaid, It was ex that one man 
4 ſhould die for the people ;” and this was «wort 
wicked propoſition : but that a * whole 'nation 
« * ſhould die for one man,” was _ heard” of 
BW 38 But becauſe much webght is tabd owe Wectiin 5 
Jof other patents for coining copper for Ireland, 1 
| will ſet this matter in as clear a light as I can. 


Whoever hath read cke report, will de apt to think, 
chat a dozen precedents at leaſt could be produced 5 
of copper coined for Ireland, by virtue of patents 
paied in England; and that the coinage was there 

too; -whereas I am confident, there cannot be one 
precedent ſhewn of a patent paſſed in England for 
coining copper for Ireland for above an hundred 
years paſt z and if there were any before, it muſt 

de in times of confuſion, + The only patents I could 

| ever hear of, are thoſe alrendy mentioned to Lord 

Dartmouth and Knox, the former in 1680, and the 
latter in 10685, Now, let us compare theſe patents 
with that granted to Wood. Firſt, the patent to 

Knox, which was under the fame conditions as that 

granted to Lord Dartmouth, was paſſed in Ireland; 
the government and the attorney and ſolicitor gene- 

Pal - —_— that it would be uſeful to this 

| The patent was paſſed with FR advice of the 
King's council here; the patentee was obliged to re- 
ceive his coin from thoſe who thought themſelves 
furcharged, and to give gold and felder for it. Laſt- 
* the parentes was to ** 164, 139. 4 d. per 
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annum to the crown. Then, as to the execution 


of that patent; firſt, I find the halfpence were mill. 


feirs, (and therefore induſtriouſly avoided by Wood), 
fo it was an addition to the charge of coinage, 
And as for the weight and goo of the metal, 
I have ſeveral ha/fpence now by me, many of which 
weigh a ninth pert more than thoſe coined by 


Wood; and bear the fire and hammer a great deal 
better, and, which is no trifle, the impreſſion is 
1 t indeed, that many of 
, weight to ſome of Wood's, 5 
aud natural to ſuch patentees ; but not fo im- 


the latter coinage 


by a 
mediately after the grant, and before the coin grew 
current; for in this circumſtance Mr. Wood muſt 


Let us now-examine this new patent granted to 
Willian Wood, It paſſed upon very falſe fugget- | 
own and of a few confederates : - nn 

nd without the leaſt reference hi- 


tions of his 
ther ; it unknown to the very Lord Lieute- 
nant, then in England. Wood is impowered to 
coin one hundred and eight thouſand pounds, and 
all the officers in the kingdom (civil and military) 
are commanded in che report to countenance and 
aſſiſt him. Knox had only power to utter what he 
would take, and was obliged to receive his coin 
© back again at our demand, and to enter into ſe- 
< curuy Tor ſo doing.” Wood's halfpence are not 


| milled, and therefore more eaſily counterfeited by 


himſelf, as well as by others. Wood pays a thou- 
ſand pounds per annum for thirteen years: Knox 


paid only ſixteen pounds fourteen ſhillings and four 


pence per annum for twenty-one years. . 
It was the report that ſet me the example of mak- 


ing a compariſon between thoſe two patents, where- 


in the committes was groſsly miſled by the falſe re- 
preſentation of William Wood; as it was by ano- 


ther aſſertion, that ſeven hundred tons of copper 


ed, which, as it is of great uſe to prevent counter - 


r 
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were coined during the twenty-one years of Lord 
Dartmoath's and Knox's patents. Such a quantity. 


of copper at the rate of two ſhillings and eight 
pence per pound would amount to about, an hun: 
dred and ninety thouſand pounds; Which was yery 
near #5 much as the current call-ot the kingdom 
in thoſe days; yet, during that per. od, Irgland my 


never known to have too much copper, coin; and 
for ſeveral years chere was no coining at all bes 
fides; I am aſſured, that, upon inquiring. into the 
cuſtom-houſe books, all he copper imparted into 
this kingdom from 1683 v0 1692, Which includes 
eight years of the twenty-one: (belides ge. year | 
allowed for the troubles). dick not + — 6 Forty» 
ſcven tons. And wercarnottuppeleeven d ar {mall 
quantity to have been wholly applied , to coinage; 
fo that I believe there was. never any compariſon 
more unluckily made, or ſo deſtr uctive dor, che de- 


fign for which it was · produced. 
The pfalmiitireckous it an effect. of | God: 8 anger, 


hen het :ſedarh, bis. feipla for nought, and taketh no 
money far tbem. Thar\ we have greatly offended 
God by the wicktdneſs of our lives, is not to be 


diſputed; but our King we have not offended in 


word or deed ; and although he be God's vicege- 
rent upon earth, he will not puniſh us for any of- 


fences, , except thoſe we mall commit againſt his le- 


{ry his ſacred perſon 1 God pre- 


e), or the laws of the land. 
Ihe reorvis very profuſe in arguments, chat Ire- 
is in great waut of copper - moncy. Who were 


. the witneſles to prove it, hath ben ſhewn already: 


but, in the name of God, who are to be judges ? 


Does not the nation beſt know its own wants ? EOth 
| houſes of parliament, the privy-council, and the 
| Whole body of the people, declare the contrary, Or, 


let the wants be what they will, we delire that they 
may not be ſupplied by Mr. Wood : we know our 


own wants but too well ; they are many, aud grie- 
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vous to be borne, but quite of another kind. Let 


England be ſatisficd: as things go, they will in a ſhort 
time have all. our gold and ſilver, and may keep 


their adulterate copper at home, for we are deter- 


mined not to purchaſe it with our manufactures, 
which Wood hath graciouſly offered to accept. Our 
wants are not ſo bad by a hundred part as the me- 
thod he hath taken to ſupply them. He hath al- 


ready tried his faculty in New-England; and I hope 
he will meet at leaſt with an «ql reception here; 


what that was, I leave to public intelligence, I am 


ſuppoſing a wild cafe ; chat if there ſhould be any 
perton already receiving a monſtrous peniton out of 
this kindom, who was inſtrumental in procuring 
the patent, they have either not well conſulted their 
own intereſts, or Wood muſt put more droſs into 
his copper, and ſtill diminith its weight, 


Upon Wool's complaint, that the officers of the 


King s revenue here had alr cady given orders to all 
the inferior officers not to reccive any of his coin; 


the report ſays, that & this cannot but be looked 


«© upon as a very extraordinary proceeding,” and 


contrary to the powers given in the patent. The 


committee ſay, they cannot advite his Majeſty to 


give directions to the officers of the revenue 


here, not to receive or utter any of the ſaid coin 


« as hath been deſired in the addreſſes of both hou- 


« fes;” but, on the contrary, they think it both 
66 juſt and reaſonable, that the King ſhould imme- 


« diately give orders to the commiſſioneis of the 


revenue, &c. to revoke all orders, &c. that may 

have been given by them to hinder or obſtruct. 
the receiving che ſaid coin.“ And accordingly, 
we arc told, ſuch orders are arrived. Now, this 
was a.caſt of W ood's politics; for his information 
was wholly fall: and groundleſs. which - he knew 


very well; and that the commilitoners of the reve- 
nue here were all, except one, ſent us from Eng- 


land, and love their employ ments too well to have 
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taken ſuch a ſtep: but Wood was wiſe enough to 


conſider, that ſuch orders of revocation would be 
an open declaration of the crown in his favour, 
would put the government here under a difficulty, 
would make a noiſe, and poſſibly create ſome ter- 
ror in the poor people of Ireland. And one great point 
he hath gained, that altho' any orders of revocation 
will be needlefs, yet a new order is to be ſent (and per- 
haps is already here) to the commiſſioners of the reve- 


nue, and all the king's officers in Ireland, that Woods 


„ halfpence be ſuffered and permitted, without any 


et, ſuit, trouble, moleſtation, or denial of any 
of the King's officers or miniſters whatſ{dever, to 


© paſs, and be received as. current money by fuch as 


__* ſhall be willing to receive them.” In this order 
chere is no exception; and therefore, as far as I 
can judge, it includes all officers, both-civil and mi- 
| Mary, 5 
Peace, and from tlie General to an Fnfign; fo that 
Wood's project is not likely to fail for want of ma- 
nager enough. For my own part, as things ſtand, 


rom the Lord High Chance/lor to a Fuſtice of 


1 have but little regret ro find myſelf out of the 


number; and therefore I ſhall continue in all hu- 
mility to exhort and warn my fellow- ſubjects never 


to receive or utter this coin, which will reduce the 
kingdom to beggary by much quicker and larger 


ſteps than have hitherto been taken. 


But it is needleſs to argue any longer. The mat- 
ter is come to an iſſue. His Majeſty, purſuant t2 
the law, hath left the field open between Wood and 
the kingdom of Ireland. Wood hath liberty to of- 
fer his coin, and we have law, reaſon, liberty, and 
neceſſity to re o it. A knaviſh jockey may ride an 
old foundered jade about the market, but none are 
obliged to buy it. I hope the words voluntary, and 
willing to receive it, will be underſtood and applied 
in their true natural meaning, as commonly un- 
derſtood by Proteſtants. For if a fierce captain comes 
to my ſhop to buy fix yards of ſcarlet cloth, fol- 
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lowed by a porter laden with a ſack of Wood's coin 
upon his thoulders; if we are agreed about the 
price, and my ſcarlet lies ready cut upon the count- 
er; if he then gives me the word of command to 
receive my money in Wood's coin, and calls me a 
diff feed Jact bite dog for refuſing it, (although I 
am as loyal a fubject as himſelf, and without hire), 
and thereupon ſcizes my cloth leaving me the price 
in this odious copper, ind bids me take my remedy: | 
in this caſe I ſhall hardly be brought to think that 

I am /eft ts my own will, I thall therefore, on ſuch 


occaſions, brit order the porter aforeſaid to go off 


with his pack; and then ſce the money in ſilver 
and go d in my poſſeſſion before I cut or meaſure 

my cloth. But if a common ſoldier drinks his | 

firit, and then offers payment in Wood's haifpence, 1 


the landlady may be under ſome diſſiculty; for if | 


the complains to his captain or enſign, they are like- | 
wile officers included in this general order for en- 
_ couraging theſe halfpence to pals as current money. 
If ſhe goes to a Juſtice of peace, he is alſo an officer, 
to whom this general order is directed. I do there- 


fore adviſe her to follow my practice, which I have 


already begun, and be paid for her goods before ſhe 
parts with them. However, I ſhould have been con- 
tent. for ſome reaſons that the military gentlemen 
had been excepted by name; becauſe I have heard 
it ſaid, that their diſcipline is beſt confined —_— 

their own diſtrict. 1 
His Majeſty, in the concluſion of his anſwer io | 


the addreſs of the houſe of Lords againſt Wood's, | 
coin is pleaſed to ſay, that he wil doevery thing inbis 


joe te the ſatifictian of bis people, It ſhould ſeem 


J . ⁰—ꝓ. ²˙ . a oi is cod 


therefore, that the recalling the patent is not to be | 


underſtood as a thing in his power. But, however, 
ſince the law doth not oblige us to receive this coin, 
and conſequently the patent leaves it to our volun- 
tary choice, there is nothing remaining to preſerve 
us from ruin, but that the whole kingdom ſhould 

continue 
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continue in a firm, determinate reſolution never to 
receive or utter this fatal coin. After which, let 
the Heere, to whom theſe orders are directed, (I 
would willingly except the military), come with 
their exhortations, their argumente, and their elg> 
quence, to perſuade us to find our intereſt in our 


_ undoing. Let Wood and his accompiices travel a- 


bout the country with cart-/cads of their ware, and 
ſee who will tal:e it off their hands; there will be 


no fear of his being robbed ; for a highwoayman 


would ſcorn to touch it. 


I am only in pain how the commiſhoners of the 
reteuue will proceed in this juncture; becauſe, I am 


told, they are obliged by act of parliament to take 
nothing but gold and filver in payment for his Ma- 
jeſty's cuſtoms : and I think they cannot juſtly of- 


fer this coinage of Mr, Wood to others, unleſs they 


will be content to rcceive it themſclves. 


Ihe ſum of the whole is this: The“ committee 


adviſes the king to fend immediate orders to all 
his officers here, that Wood's coin be ſuffered 
and permitted without any-let, ſuit, trouble, &c, 
to paſs, and be reccived as cw: ent money by fuch 
as ſhall be willing ro reccive the fame.” It is 


- probable, that the firſt willing receivers may be thoſe 
Who mult receive it whether they vill cr not, at leaſt 


under the penalty of loſing an office, But the land- 
ed wndefending men, the merchants, the at tcepers, 


and bulk of the people, I hope, and am almoſt 


confident, will never receive it. What muſt the 
conſequence be? the owners will ſell it for as much 


as they can get. Wood's halfpence wilt come to be 


offered for ſix a penny, (yet then he will be a fuf- 
cient gainer), and the neceſſary receivers will be 
loſers of two thirds in their falaries or pay. | 

This puts me in mind of a paſſage I was told 


many years ago in England, At a quarter-{cffion 


in Leiceſter, the juſtices had wiſely decreed to take 
olf a halfpenny in a quart from the price of ale. 
e, A One 
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| wa you will give great allowance 
_ digeſted paper. I find myſelf to have gone into ſe- 


2 3 WES, eee e ITO — 
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One of them, who came in after the thing was 
determined, being informed of what had ala, 
ſaid thus : © Gentlemen, you have made an order 
& that ale ſhould be fold in our county for three 
** haltpenee a-quart ; I defire you will now make 
% another to appoint who mult drink it; for by 
«© G---- I will nor.” 

l buſt beg leave to caution your Lord lips and 
Wor ſhips in one particular. Wood hath graciouſly 
promiſed to /zad us at preſent only with forty thou- 


| ſand pounds of his coin, until the exigencies of the 


Kingdom require the rejt. I intreat you will never 
ſuffer Mr. Wood to be a judge of your exigencies, 
While there is one piece of filver or gold left in the 


kingdom, he will call it an exigency. He will 
double his preſent quantum by ſtealth as ſoon as he 
can; he will pour his own raps and counter feits up- 
on us; France and Holland will do the ſame; nor | 
will our own coiners at home be behind them: 0 1 


confirm which, I have now in my pocket a rap, or 
counterfeit halfpenny, in imitation of his; but ſo 


ill performed, that in my conſcience I believe i it is 
not of his coining. 


I muſt now defire your Lor4/hi 75 and Warſtips, 
or this long un- 


veral repetitions, which were the effects of haſte, 
while new thoughts fell in to add ſomething to what 


I had ſaid before. I think I may affirm, that I have 


fully anſwered every paragraph in the report; | 
which, although it be not_unartfully drawn, and 


is perfectly i in the ſpirit of a pleader, who can find 


the moſt plauſible topics in behalf of his client, yet 


there was no great 1X11] required to detect the many 


miſtakes contained in it; which however are by nod 
means charged upon the Right Honourable commi- | 
tee, but upon the moſt falſe, impudent, and frau- 
lent repreſentations of Wood and his accomplices. 
I deſire one par ticular may dwell upon your minds, 


- although 


— © 


„„ A 


rern ay 


although I have mentioned it more than once; that 


after all the weight laid upon precedents, there is 


not one produced in the whole rœert of a patent 


for coining copper in England to paſs in Ireland; 


and only two patents referred to, (for indeed there 


was no more), which were both paſſed in Ireland, 
by references to the King's council here, both leſs 


advantageous to the coiner than this of Wood; 


and in both, ſecurities given to receiv? the can at e- 
very cull, and give geld and ſiiver in lieu of it. This 
demonſtrates the moſt flagrant falſchood and impu- 
dence of Wood, by which he would endeavour to 


make the Right Honourable conmittee his inſtru-— 
ments, (for his own illegal and exorb tant gain}, to 
ruin a kingdom which has deferved quite afferent 
 creatment. 1 8 „ | + 20 


I am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I have 


undertaken might have worthily employed a much 
better pen: but when a houſe is attempted to be 
robbed, it often happens, that the weakeſt in the 


family runs firit to ſtop the door. All the aſſiſt- 
ance I had, were ſome informations from an emi- 


nent perſon : whereof I am afraid I have ſpoiled a 
few, by endcavouring to make them of a piece 
wich my own productions, and the reſt I was not able 


to manage; I was in the caſe of David, who cauld 


not move in the armour ef Saul; and therefore 
I rather choſe to attack this uncircumciſed Philiftine 
(Wood I mean) with a fling anda ftone. And I may 
fay, for Wood's honour, as well as my own, that 


he reſembles Goliath in many circumſtances very ap- 


plicable to the preſent purpoſe: for Goliath had“ a2 


helmet of braſs upon his head, and was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat 


was five thouſand ſhekels of bra/s, and he had 

4 greaves of at, © upon his legs, and a target of 

_ © braſs between 

ke Mr. Wood, all over braſs, and © he defied the 
** armies of the living God. Goliah's conditions 


is ſhoulders.” In ſhort, he was 


of 
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of combat were likewiſe the. ſame with thoſe of 
Wood: If he prevail againſt us, then ſhall we 
6 be his ſervants, But if it happens that I prevail 
over him, I renounce the other part of the condi- 
tion; he thall never be a /ervant of mine; for I 
do not think him fit to be intruſted in any honeſt 


man's ſhop. 


T will conclude wi: b my humble defire and requeſt 5 


which I made in my ſecond letter, that your Lord- 


Mies and Werſbips would pleaſe to order a declaration . 
to be drawn up, exprefling in the ſtrongeſt terms 


ur reſolutions. never to reccive or utter any of 
ood's halfpence or farthings; and forbidding 
your tenants to receive then : chat the ſaid decla: 


2 ration may be ſigned by as many perſons as poſſible , 
who have eſtates in this kingdom, and be ent | 
_ down to your ſeveral tenants aforeſaid, 


And if the dread of Wood's halfpence ſhould 


continue until next quarter-{effions, which | hope it 


will not, the gentlemen of every county will then 
have a Fair opportunity of declaring againſt them 
with unanimity and zcal, 


y am, mich the greateſt reſpeF, 
( May it pleaſe your Lordfhips and Warſhips,) 
i | Your me/t dutiful and 
C baclient ervant. 


Aug. 25. 1724. 


* A declaration font to this requeſt a was ſigne d ch after by 
the moſt conſiderable perſons of the k. ngdoms, which was —_—_— 
n and of great uſc. 
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„ 
ly 


ſo happens, that ſome weak people begin to be 
_ alarmed anew by rumours induſtriouſly ſpread. 


ly wich a bad deſign), we are told, that the Pa- 


LIT TIA 
To the whole PEOPIE of IRELAND. 


| My dear Ciuntrymen, 


1 I Aving already written three LETTERS upon | 


H fodifagreeable a ſubject as Mr. W od and his 


| halfpence, I conceived my taſ was at an end; but 


Ind that cordials muſt be frequently applied 10 


weak conſtitutions, po:itical as well as natural. A 
people long uſed to hardihips loſe by degrees the 


very notiors of {iberty ; they look upon themſelves 


as creatures at mercy, and that all impoũtions laid 
on them by a ſtronger hand are, in the phraſe of 
the report, legal and obiigate'y Hence proceed 
that poverty and Ewneſs of ſpirit, to which a King» 


dom may be ſubject, as well as a particular perion, 


And when Efau came fainting from the field at the 
point to die, it is no wonder that he ſold his birth- 


right for a meſs of pottage. 19-1 Bp Va 

thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all who could 
want inſtruction, by what methods they might 
ſafely proceed, whenever his coin thould be offered 
to them: and I believe, there has not been for many 
ages an example of any kingdom fo firmly united in 
a point of great importance, as this of ours is at pre- 


{ent againſt that deteſtable fraud. But however, it 


Wood preſcribes to the newſmongers in London 


What they are to write. In one of their papers pu- 


bliſhed here by ſome obſcure printer, (and certain» 


piſt 
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«ah in renne have entered into an aſſociation againſt 
His coin: alt 9 that 
they never once —— to ſtir in the matter; ſo that 
the two houſes of parliament, the privy council, 
the great numbers of corporations, the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin, the grand) juries, and' prin- 
 cipal gentlemen of. ſeveral counties, are ſtigmariz- 
ed in a lamp under the name of Papifts. e 


This impoſtor and his crew do likewif: give out, 
_ that by refuſing to receive his droſs for Sterling, 


we © diſpute the King's prerogative, are grown 
* ripe for rebellion, and ready to ſhake off the 
© dependency of Ireland upon the crown of Eng- 


n land.“ To countenance which reports he hath 
_ Þibliſhed a paragraph in another news- paper to let 
us know, that © the Lord Lieutenant is ordered to 


% come over immediately to ſettle his halfpence.“ 


I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to de 


: wander the leaſt concern upon theſe, and the like 


rumours, which are no more than the laſt howls. 


of a dog diſſected alive, as I hope he hath fuffi- 
riently been. (hefe calumnies are the only reſerve 


chat is left him. For ſurely our continued and 


{almoſt) unexampled loyalty will never be called 
in queſtion, for not ſuffering ourſelves to be rob- 
bed of all that we have by one obſcure iron- 
| monger. | 

As to difouting the King's preregative, give me 
leave to explain to thoſe who are ignorant what the 
meaning of that word prerogative 1s. 


The kings of theſe realms enjoy feveral powers, | 
wherein the laws have not interpoſed; ſo they can 
make war and peace without the conſent of parlia- 


ment, and this is a very great prerogative : but if 


the parliament doth not approve of the war, the 
King muſt bear the charge of it out of his own 


_ and this is as great a check on the crown. 
the King hath a prerogative to coin money with- 


out conſent of a but he cannot compel 
the 


Sg. = 


= 


A 
2 


r 


W 


the ſubject to take that money, except it be Ster · 
ling, gold or filver ; becauſe herein he is limited 
by law. Some princes have indeed extended their 
prerogative. farther than the law allowed them : 


herein however the lawyers of ſucceeding ages, as 


fond as they are of precedents, have never dared ta 
juſtify them, But, to ſay the truth, it is only of 


late times that prerogative hath been fixed and af- 


certained, For whoever reads the hiſtory of Eng- 
land will find, that ſome former kings, and thoſe 
none of the worſt, have upon ſeveral occaſions 
ventured to control the laws, with very little cere- 
mony or ſcruple, even latcer than the days of Queen 


Eliſabeth. In her reign, that pernicious counſel of 


ſending boſe money hither very narrowly failed of 


loſing the kingdom; being complained of by the 


Lord Deputy, the council, and the whole body of 


| the Engliſh here: ſo that, ſoon after her death, it 
was recalled by her ſucceſſor, and lawful money 


paid in exchange. 3 | „ 

Having thus given you ſome notion of what is 
meant by the King's prerogative, as far as a tradeſman 
can be thought capable of explaining it, I will only 
add the opinion of the great Lord Bacon, that as, 


| oy governs the world by the ſettled laws of 


nature, which he hath made, and never tran- 
ſcends thoſe laws but upon high, important oc- 


© cafions : fo, among earthly princes, thoſe are 

the wiſeſt and beſt, who govern by the known 
© laws of the country, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of 
A their prerogative.” _ 


Now here you may ſee, that the vile accuſation 


of Wood and his accomplices, charging us with 


© diſputing the King's prerogative” by refuüng his 
braſs, can have no place; becauſe compelling the 
ſubject to take any coin, which is not Sterling, is 
no part of the King's preregative; and I am very 
confident, if it were ſo, we ſhould be the laſt of 
his people to diſpute it, as well from that inviolable 
e loyalty 
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loyalty we have always paid to his Majeſty, as from 
the treatment we might in ſuch a caſe juſtly expect 
from ſome who ſeem to think we have neither cm- 
mon ſenſe, nor common ſenſes. But, God be thank. 


ed, the beſt of them are only our feliow-ſubje#s, 


and not our maſters, One great merit I am ſure 
we have, which thoſe of Englith birth can have no 
pretence to, that our anceſtors reduced this king- 
dom to the obedience of England; for which we 
have been rewarded with a w/e climate, the privi- 
lege of being governed by laws to which we do not 


conſent, a ruined trade, a houſe of Peers without 
juriſclict on, almoſt an incapacity for all employ- 
ments, and the dread of Wood's halfpence. v 


But we are fo far from diſputing the King's prero- 
gative in coining, that we own he hath power to 


give a patent to any man for ſetting his royal image 
and ſuperſcription upon whatever materials he 
pleaſes ; and liberty to the patentee to offer them 


in any country from England to Japan, only attend- 


ed with one ſmall limitation, that “ no body alive 


« 1s obliged to take them. 


Upon theſe conſiderations I was ever againſt all 


recourſe to England for a remedy againſt the pre- 


ſent impending evil ; eſpecially when I obſerved, 


that the addreffes of both houſes after long expec- 


tance produced nothing but a REPORT altogether 


in favour of Wood; upon which J made ſome 
obſervations in a former letter, and might at leaſt 


have made as many more ; for it is a paper of as 


ſingular a nature as I ever beheld. 


But I miſtake: for before this report was made, 
| his Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer to the houſe of 
Lords was fent over, and printed ; wherein are 
theſe words, granting the patent for coining 


% halfpence and farthings, AGKEEAELF, TO THE 


6% PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, &c.“ 
That King Charles II and King James II. (anD 
THEY ONLY) did grant patents for this purpoſe, 8 


indi; putable 
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great cauſe of 
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indiſputable, and I have ſhewn it at large. 
tents were paſſed under the great ſeal of Ireland, 
references to Ireland, the copper to be coined 
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in Ireland; the patentee was bound on demand to 


receive his coin back in Ireland, and pay filver and 


the great ſeal of England, the brafs coined in Eng- 
land, nor the leaſt reference made to Ireland; the 


ſium immenſe, and the patentec under no — 


tion to receive it again, and give yr 
it, This I only mention, becauſe in my private 
thoughts I have ſometimes made a query, whether 


the penner of thoſe words in his Majeſty's moſt 


gracious anſwer, AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE 


OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, had maturely | 
conſidered the ſeveral circumſtances, which in '=y 
poor opinion ſeem to make a difference -. 5 
Let me now ſay ſomething concerning the other | 
12 ome people's fear, as Wood has 
taught the London news-writer to expreſs it, that 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is coming o- 


ver to ſettle Wood's halfpence.” 


Wie know very well, that the Lords Lieutenants ; 
for ſeveral years paſt have not thought this king- 


dom © worthy the honour of their reſidence,” 
longer than was abſolutely neceſſary for the King's 
buſineſs; which conſequently © witli no ſpeed in 
the diſpatch, ” And therefore it naturally fell 


into moſt mens thoughts, that a new governor, 
coming at an unuſuu time, muſt portend ſome un- 


uſual buſineſs to be done; eſpecially if the com- 


mon report be true, that the parhament, proro- 


gued to I know not when, is by a new fummons 


revoking that prorogation to aſſemble ſoon after 


his arrival; for which extraordinary proceeding 


the lawyers on tr'other fide the water have by great - 


gag tortune found two precedents. 


» See the note at the end of this letter, 5 
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| All - this being granted, it can never enter into 
my head, that ſo [le a creature as Wood could 


find credit enough with the King and his miniſters 


to have the Lord Licutenant of Ireland ſent hither 
in a hurry upon his errand. gs 1 


For, let us teke the whole matter nakedly, as it 


lies before us, without the refinements of ſome 
people, with which we have nothing to do. Here 
is a patent granted under the great teal of England, 
upon falſe ſuggeſtions, to one William Wood for 


_ coining copper ha/fperce for Ireland: the parlia | 
ment here, upon apprehenſions of the worſt con- 


ſequences from the ſaid patent, addreſs the King 


to have it recalled : this is refuſed, and a commit- | 


tec of the privy council report to his Majeſty, that 


Wood has pertormed the conditions of his patent, | 
He then is left to do the beſt he can with his half- 


| pence, no man being obliged to receive them; the 
people here being likewiſe left to themſelves, unite 


2s one man, reſolving they will have nothing to do 
with his ware. By this plain account of the fact it 
is manifeſt, that the King and his miniſtry are 


wholly out of the caſe, and the matter is left to be 


diſputed between him and us, Will any man there- 


fore attempt to perſuade me, that a lord lieutenant 
is to be diſpatched over in great haſte before the 
ordinary time, and a parliament ſummoned. by an- 


ticipating a prorogation, merely to put an hundred 


thouſand pounds into the pocket of a ſbarper by 
the ruin of a moſt loyal kingdom ? 55 


But ſuppoſing all this to be true; by what argu- 
ments could a lord lieutenant prevail on the ſame 


parliament, which addreſſed with ſo much zeal and 


earneſtneſs againſt this evil, to paſs it into a law? | 
nion of Wood and his projet 


I am ſure their 
is not mended fance their laſt prorogation : and 


rs tell us have been ſometimes put in prac- 


tice for gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 
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fuppoũng thoſe methods ſhould be uſed, which de- 
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18 —— given; 
and, if there were more, it is en known to 


whoſe ſhare they muſt fall. 
But, becauſe great numbers of you are ahoge: 
ther ignorant of the affairs of — 


tell you ſore reaſons, why there are ſo few — 5 


q by his. eradie 
action he hack — — 
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gooo J. a-year, nor of the commiſſioners of the re · 
venue four of whom generally live in England; for 
I think none of theſe are granted in reverſion. But 
_ the jeſtis,' that Fhave known, upon occaſion, ſome 
of theſe abſent officers as keen againſt the intereſt of 
—— they had never been 8 her 
a 
I con F to wild, 
that this project of Wood might ſucceed; becauſe 


r ſquires, and 
of both ſexes, and officers civil = milita- 
ry, where we ſhould live together as merry and ſoci- 
able as beggars; only with this one abatement, that we 


mould neither have meat to feed, nor manufafturss | 


to clothe us, unleſs we could be content to 


me occaſion. of making it - and I believe you are 
now convinced, that if the parliament of Ireland 


fing, that a hundred new employments were 


nor Tory, neither of town nor country party ; 

it is not improbable, that a gentleman would ra- 
ther chuſe to live upon his own eſtate, which brings 
him gold and filver, than with the addition of an 


5 employment, when his rents and ſalaries muſt both 


be paid in Wood's —— at above cighty Per cent. 
diſcount. 

For theſe, rind many ben reaſons, I am confi- 
dent you need not be under the leaſt apprehenſions 
| Hom the ſudden W the Lord Lieute- 


nant *, 


— 


I reflected with ſome. pleaſure, what a jolly crew it | 


: „„ 1 
1 return from this digreſſion to that which gave 


as any other aſſembly within a mile 
of Chriſtendom, (which God forbid) ; yet the ma- 
nagers muſt of neceſſity fail for want of tools to 
work with. But I will yet go one ſtep farther, by 


-on-/ purpoſe to gratify compliers : yet ſtill | | 
an — difficulty would remain. For it hap- 
pens, I know not how, that money is — 


„ r . Erin 


to alter which no ſuitable temptation can poſſihly 
be offered. And if, as I have often aſſerted from 
the beſt authority, the /aw hath not left a power in 
the crown to force any money, except Sterling, up- 

on the ſubject; much leſs can the crown. devoive 
ſuch a power upon another. 1 * 
This 1 ſpeak with the utmoſt reſpect to the per- 
fon and dignity of his Excellency the Lord Carte - 


- 


ret, whofe character was lately given me by a gen- 


tleman that hath known him from his firſt appear- 
ance in the world; that gentleman deſcribes him 
as a young man of great accompliſhments, excel - 


; lent learning, regular in his life, and of much ſpi- _ 


rit and vivacity, He hach fince, as I have heard; 
been employed abroad; was principal ſeeretary of 


| ftate: and is now about the thirty-{eventh year of 
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his age appointed Lord Licutenant of Ireland; From 
ſuch a governor this kingdom may reaſonably hope 
for as much proſperity as, under fo many diſcaurage- 

ments, n can be capable of receiving. oO 
It is true indeed, that within the- x ry os 
man there have been governors of fo much dente- 
rity, as to carry points of terrible conſequences t 
this kingdom by their power with thoſe who are in 
ee: and by cheir arts in managing or deludiag o- 
thers with oaths, fab liiy, and even with dinners. 
If Wood's braſs had in thoſe times been upon the 
_ anvil, it is obvious enough to conceive what me- 

thods would have been taken. Depending perſohs 
would have been told in plain terms, that it was a 
_ ſervice expected from them under the pain of the 
public buſineſs' being put into more complying. 

hands.“ Others would be allured by promiſes... 
To the country-gentlemen, beſides good words, Bur- 


 gundy, and cloſeting, it might perhaps have bees 


how Rudy it would be taken to comply 


| —— pl es 
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royal patent py it were not cum · 
” that if any inconveniencies enſued, u 


Mer: that - gentlemen ought to conſider, whether 
8 E/. gland: ID 


it were- prudent or ſafe fo 
ſome good bills 


« encouraging of trade, and ſettin the poor 
„ work: fome further acts inſt Popery, and 
* for uniting Proteſtants.” There would be ſo- 
lemn engagements, that we ſhould never be trou- 
| bled with © above forty thouſand pounds in his 
D coin, and all of the beſt and weightieſt _ 
* for which we ſhall only our man 
exchange, r 


which is a great ſmoother of rubs in public 


pro: 
ceedings; and we ſhould have been told, that this | 
© was no time to create differences, when the kings | 


dom was in danger.” 
Theſe, I ſay, and the like methods, would in 


corrupt times have been taken to let in this deluge 1 
of braſs among us. And, I am confident, even 


| then would not have fucceeded ; much leſs under 
the adminiſtration of ſo excellent a perſon as the 


Lord CarTErET; and in a country where the | 


people of all ranks, parties, and « 


are convinced to a man, ——ů dl 
poſterity for ever will be dat · 


themſelves and their 
ed from the admiſſion of that execrable coin: that 


if ir once enters, it can be no more confined ton 


mall or moderate quantity, than a plague can be 
confined to few families; aud that no equivalent 
can be given by an earthly power, any more than 2 


dead carcaſe can be recovered to life by a cordial. 


Thera is one comfortable circumftance in this u- 
niverſal oppoſition to Mr. Wood, chat the people 


ſent over hither from England to fill up our vacan- 
cia, eee civil e, W 


n with other graces or faveury here · 


— a ſcaſonable report of ſome invaſion would 
have — 
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ſpread in the moſt proper jundture: 
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| Briſtol worth twelve hundred pounds a· year, for four 
umes the denomination here, but not half the va- 
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for to be born in this iſland, For thoſe who, in 
the common phraſe, do not come hither to learn the 
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ae. Money, the great divider of the world, hath 
by a ſtrange revolution been the great waiter of a 
moſt divided people. Who would leave 4 hundred | 

pounds a- year in England (a country of freedom} 
to be paid a thouſand in Ireland out of Wood's ex- 

chequer ? The gentleman they have lately made 


| primate*, would never quit his ſeat in an Engliſh 


ſe of Lords, and his preferments at Oxford and 


lue; therefore I expect to hear he will be as good 


| an Iriſhman at leaſt upon this one article as any of 


his brethren, or even of u, who have had the mis - 


language, would never change a better country for 
a — to receive bra/s inſtead of ga. 


ries, is, that by oppoſing him we diſcover an incli- 
nation to ſbake off your dependence upon the crown of | 


Englind. Pray obſerve how important à perſon 1s 
this ſame William Wood; and how the public weal 


of two kingdoms is involved in his private intereſt, 
Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe to take his coin are Pa- 
piſts; for he tells us, that one but Papiſts are a- 


ciated again/t _ —— they 41i/pute the King's 
prerogative, Thirdly, they are ripe for rebeilion. 
And, y, they are going 0 ale of the de- 


pendence upon the crown of England; that is to lay, ö 
they are going to chuſe another king ; for there can be 
no other meaning in this expreſſion, however ſome 


may pretend to ſtrain it. RT 00 IS, 
And this gives me an agponuniy a 
to thoſe who are ignorant, another point, which 


| hath often ſwelled in my breaſt. Thoſe who come 


over hither to us from England, and ſome weat 
people among ourſelves, whenever in diſcourſe we 
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make mention of liberty and property, ſhake tlieir 
heads, and tell us, that “ Ireland is a depending 
kingdom ; as if they would ſcem by this phraſe to 
iutend, that the people of Ireland are in ſome ſtare 


ot ſlavery or dependence different from thoſe of 


England; whereas a depending kingdom i is a modern 
term of art, unknown, as I have heard, to all an- 


r —— * 


cient civilians, and writers upon government; and | 


Ireland is, on the contrary, called in ſome ſtatutes 


an imperial crotun, as held only from God; which 
is as high a ſtyle as any — copitly of re- 


. ceiving. Therefore by: this expreſſion, a depending 


kingdom, there no more to be underſtood, than 


that, by a ſtatute made here in the thirty-third year 


of Henry VIII. © the King, and his ſucceflors, are 
« to be Kings imperial of this realm, as united 


and knit to the imperial crown of England.“ I 


1 Engliſh and Iriſh ſtatutes 
without finding any law that makes Ireland depend 


upon England, any more than England doth upon 
Ireland. We have indeed obliged ourſelves. to have 
the ſame King with them; and conſequently they 
are obliged to have the fame King with us. For the 
law was made by our own parliament ; and our an- 


under I know not what dependence, which is now 
ralked of, without any ground of um, reaſon, or 
common fenſe. 


Lerwho ever think otherwiſe, I, M. B. drapier, 


; dete to be excepted : for I declare, next under 
_ Gop I depend only on the King my Sovercign, and 


on che laws of my own country. And I am ſo far 
from depending upon the people of England, that 


if they ſhould ever rebel againſt my Sovereign, 
_ (which God forbid) I would be ready at the firſt 
command from his * to take arms againſt 


5 2 $oe the note at the end of this letter, 


_ ceſtors then were not ſuch fools (whatever they 
were in the preceding reign) to bring themſelves 


them, 


„ a. id. ao os 


. 


c 
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nu loud as he thought ft. 


tute fo far, as to loſe every drop of my 
1 him from being King of Ireland ®. 0 


berty, have gone ſo far as to reſent even * 
of complaining; although à man 


to a third ſomebody here to aſſure us, that 
ns more be troubled with theſe haifpence. AS. 
is reported to be done by the fame perſon , Who 


them, as ſome of my countrymen did againſt theirs 
at Preſton. And if ſuch a rebellion ſhould prove 
ſo ſucceſsful as to fix the Pretender on the throne 
of England, I would venture to trangreſs that ſta- 
. — 


It is true indeed, that within the m of man 


the parliaments of England — 2 
_ ed the power of binding this kingdom by laws en- 


acted there; wherein they were at firſt openly op- 
poſed (as far as truth, reaſon, and juſtice are ca- 


pable of oppoſing) by the famous Mr. Molineux, 

an Engliſh gentleman born here, as well as by ſeve- 
ral of the greateſt patriots and h Whigs in England; 
but the love and torrent of power prevailed; In- 
deed the arguments on both ſides were invincible, 
For in reaſon, all government without the conſent. . 

of the governed, is che very definition of ſlavery: 
but, in fact, eleven men well armed will certain - 


« ly ſubdue one ſingle man in his ſhirt,” But I have 
done: for thoſe who have uſed power to cramp li- 


the 6 
was never known to r 


And as we are apt to ſink too much under * 


reaſonable fears, fo we are too ſoon inclined to be 
' raiſed by groundleſs hopes, according to the nature 


of all conſumptive bodies ike ours, Thus it hat 


been given about for ſeveral days paſt, that ſ*mebo- 
£224 dy in England empowered aſecond euch — write 


is ſaid to have ſworn ſome —— ago, that he 
would ram 4 down ate e e ren U a. 


e e ee Sep dies 2s! 
+ Mr, Walpole, afterwards Eat] of Orferd, LY 4.25 
i i= they 


r but which ever 
of theſe reports be true or falib, it is no con- 
dern of ours. For in this point we have nothing to 


do wich Engliſh miniſters : and I ſhould be ſorry +1 


to leave it in their power to redreſs this grievance, 


or to enforce it; —————— — 


given me a ſurfeit. The remedy is wholly in our 


own hands; and therefore I have degrefled a little 
in onder to refreſh and continue that ſpirit ſo ſca- 


raiſed among you : and to let you ſee, that 


by the laws of Gon, of NaTURE, of NaTions, 


aud of your COUNTRY, you ARE, and 0UGHT to 


haps 2s a ſubject of diſcourſe in a coffechouſe when 
they have nothing elſe to talk of. For I have rea- 


ſon to believe, that no minifter ever gave himſelf - 


the trouble of reading papers written in our 
Y defence, 


A 


cc it — — in 
— leaſt concern themſelves about, farther t han per - 


J 
2 


FEET at at ora Earn 


LET hated ak 


2 ns are ** — ay upon he 1 


rts of Wood and his accomplices: elſe it would 


et impoſſible, that any man could have the impu- 


dence to write fuch a pamphlet as | have men- 
tioned. 


Our neighborys, whoſe unde: ſtandings are 750 up- 
en @ level with ours (which perhaps are none of the 


 brighteft), have a ſtrong contempt for moſt nations, 


bur eſpecially for Ireland. They look upon us as 
a ſort of ſavage Iriſh, whom our anceſtors con- 


quered ſeveral hundred years ago. And if I ſhould 


cribe the Britons to you as they were in Cxfar's 


| time, when they © painted their bodies, or cloth- 
ed themſelves with the fins of beaſts,” I ſhould 


act fully as reaionadly as they do. However, they 
are ſo far to be excuſed in relation to the preſent 


ſubje&, that bearing only one fide of the cauſe, 


and having neither opportunity nor curioſity to 


examine the other, they believe a lie merely for 


their eaſe; and conclude, becaufe Mr. Wood pre- 
tends to have N he hath alſo We on his 


fide. 


Therefore, . to let you for how this caſe is repre- 


| ſented in England by Wood and his adherents, 1 


have thought it proper to extract out of that 


phlet a few of thoie notorious falſchoods in point 


of fad and reaſoring contained therein, the know- 


| ledge whereof will confirm my countrymen in their 
| own right ſentiments, when they will fee, by com- 
paring both, how much their enemies are In the 


wrong. 


Firſt, - the writer poſitively ar; « That 


« Wood's halfpence were current _ us wa 


«ſeveral months, with the univerſal 


of all people, without one ſingle gai — * 8 


we all, to a man, thought ourſelves happy it in 
A having chem.“ 


263 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


\ Secondly; he affirms, © I hat we were * in 


« * po diſlike of them only by ſome cunning, evil- 
gning men among us, who oppoſed this pa- 
bs —— of Wood to get another for themſelves.” 
irdly, That ! thoſe who moſt declared at firſt 
| « againſt Wood's patent, were the very men who 
« intend to get another for their own advantage,” 
Fourthly, That our parliament and privy 
% council, the Lord Mayor and aldermen of Dub- 


„lin, the grand jurics and merchants, and in ſhort 


* che whole — nay, the very dogs (as he 
% exprefſeth it}, were fond of thoſe haltpence, till 
_ © they were inflamed by thoſe few deligning per. 
„ fons aforcſaid.” 


_ Fifthly, he ſays dire&tly, That * all thoſe who 
OY ppoſed the halfpence, were Papiſts, and enemies = 


„ to King George.” 


Thus far, Iam confident, themoſt i ignorant among ; 


youcan ſafely ſwear from your own knowledge, that 
che author is a moſt notorious har in every article; 


the direct contrary being ſo manifeſt to the whole 
kingdom, that, if occaſion required,-we might get 


it confirmed under five hundred thouſand hands 


gSixthly, he would perſuade us, That © if we 


6“ ſell five ſhillings worth of our goods or manu- 
factures for two ſhillings and fourpence worth 


* of copper, although the copper were melted 
_* down, and that we could get five ſhillings in gold 
* and ſilver for the ſaid goods; yet to take the 


* ſaid two ſhillings and four pence in copper would 
« be greatly for our advantage.“ 
And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, as 


impowered by Wood, That if we will take off 


ec two hundred thouſand pounds in his halfpence 


& for our goods, and likewiſe pay him three per 


& cent. intereſt for thirty years for an hundred and 
< twenty thouſand pounds (at which he computes 


the coinage above the intrinſic value of the cop- 


3 per) for che loan of his coin, be will after that 


hs time 


ax TY wo 


- c ww] r 
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«© time give us n 
« be then left.“ 
Let me place this offer in as clear a light as I 
can to ſhew the infupportable villaimy and impu- 
dence of that incorrig ble wretch. Firſt, (ſays he), 
& [will fend two hundred thouſand pounds of my 
© coin into your country: the copper I compute 


c to be, in real value, eighty thouſand pounds, and 


charge you with an hundred and twenty thou- 
„ ſand pounds for the coinage ; fo that you ſce, I 
« lend you an hundred and twenty thoutand 


„ pounds for thirty years; for which you thall 


6 pay me three per cent. that | is to ſay, three thou- 


% ſand fix hundred pounds er annum, Which 
in thirty years will anzqunt to an hundred 
and eight thouſand pounds. And when theie 
thirty years are expired, return me my copper, 

and I will give you good money for it.” | 


This is the propoſal made to us by Wood in that 
pamphlet written by one of his commiſſioners ; and 
the auther.is ſuppoſed to be the fame infamous 
Coleby, one of his under-ſwearers at the commit- 
tee of council, who was tried for robbing the trea- 
ſury here, where he was an under- cler. 

By this propoſal he will ſirſt receive two hundred 


thouſand pounds, in goods or ſterling, for as much 


copper as he values at eighty thouſand pounds, but 
in reality not worth thirty thouſand pounds. Se- 
cond!y, he will recover for intereſt an hundred and 
eight thouſand pounds : and when our children 


come thirty ycars hence to return his halfpence up- 


on his executors, (for before that time he will be 


probably gone to his own place), thoſe executors 


will very reaſonably reject them as raps and coun- 
terfeits, which they will be, and millions of them 
of h's own coinage, 

Methinks I am fond of ſach a dealer as this, hs 
mends every day upon our hands like a Dutch 
reckoning, wherein if you diſpute the unreaſon- 


"SE III. B b | ablencſis 
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ablenſs and exorbitance of the bill, the landlord 
hall bring it up every time with new additions. 

Although theſc and the like pamphlets publiſhed 
by Wood in London are altogether unknown here, 


where no body could read them without as much 


indignation, as contempt would allow: yet I 
thought it proper to give you a ſpecimen how the 
man employs his time, where he rides alone with- 
out any body to contradict him; while our few 
friends there wonder at our ſilence : and the Eng- 
"liſh in general, if they think of this matter at all, 
impute our reſuſal to wilfulneſs or diſaffection, 


juſt as Wood and his hirelings are pleaſed to re- 


preſent. 


But although our arguments are not ſuffered to 73 
be printed in England, yet the conſequence will be 
-of little moment. Let Wood endeavour to per- 
ſuade the people there, that we ought to receive 
his coin; and let me convince our people here, that 
they ought to reject it under the pain of our utter 


undoing ; and then let him do his beſt and bis 
worſt. 

Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave, in all hu- 
mil „ to tell Mr. Wood, that he is guilty of great 


indiſeretion by cauſing ſo honourable a name as 
that of Mr. Walpole to be mentioned fo often and 
in ſuch a manner upon this occaſion. A ſhort | 


paper printed at Briſtol, and reprinted here, re- 
ports Mr. Wood to ſay, that he © wonders at 
* the impudence and inſolence of the Iriſh in re- 
« fuſing his coin, and what he will do when Mr, 
_** Walpole comes to town.“ Where, by the way, 
he is miſtaken ; for it is the true Englith people of 
Ireland who refuſe it, although we take it for 
granted, that the Irith will do ſo too whenever they 


are aſked, In another printed paper of his con- 


triving it is roundly expreſſed, that Mr. Walpole 

will *© cram his braſs down our throats.” Some- 

times it is given out that we muſt “ either = 
v6 


A 2s re 
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with all the circumſtances of hanging, beheading,. 


| 4 SET T'E R TV. 29K 


% thefe halfpence, or eat our brogues: and in 
another news- letter, but of yeſterday, we read, that 
the fame great man © hath ſworn to make us * 


« low his coin in fire-balls.” 


This brings to my mind the kaown a of 2 
Scotchman, who receiving the ſentence of death, 


quartering, embowelling, and the like, cried out, 


4 What need all this cookery ?” And I think ve 
| have reaſon to aſk the fame queſtion ; for, if we 


believe Wood, here is a dinner getting ready fon 


us; and you ſee the bill of fare; and I am te 
the drink was forgot; which might caly be . 
with melted lead and flaming pirch. 


What vile words are theſe to put into the mouth 


of a great counſellor, in high truſt with his Ma- 
feſty, and looked upon as a prime miniſter ? If 
| Mr. Wood hath no better a manner of repreſent- 
ing his patrons, when I come to be a great man he. 
ſhall never be ſuftered to attend at my levee, This 
is not the ſtile of a great miniſter ;- it ſavours too 
much of the kettle and the Furnace, and Came en- 
urely out of Wood's forge. 


As for the threat of maki g us eat our — . 
we need not be in pain; for if his coin ſhould pals, 
that unpolite covering for the fect would no longer 


de a national reproach ; becauſe then we ſhould” 


have neither ſhoe nor brogue left in the Kingdom. 
But here the falſchood of Mr. Wood is fairly de- 


_ tefted; for I am confident Mr. Walpole never 


heard of a brogue in his whole life. 


As to“ ſwallowing theſe halfpence in Gre- 
balls,“ it is a ſtory equally improbable. For, to 
execute this. operation, the whole ſtock of Mr. 


Wood's coin and metal muſt be melted down, | 


and moulded into hollow balls and wild-fire, no 


bigger than a reaſonable throat may be able W 
Iwallow. Now, the metal he hath prepared, and 


* coined, will amount to at leaſt fifty mil- 


3 
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lions of halfpence to be ſwallowed by a million and 
an half of people; ſo that, allowing two halfpence 
to cach ball, there will be about ſeventeen balls of 
wildfire a-piece to be ſwallowed by every perſon 
in the kingdom; and, to adminiſter this doſe, 
there cannot be conveniently fewer than fifty thou- 
land operators, allowing one operator to eve 
thirty; which, contidering the {queamithneſs of 
tome ſtomachs, and the peeviſhneſs of young chil- 


dren, is but reaforable. Now, under correction 
of better judgments, I think the trouble and charge 
of ſuch an experiment would exceed the profit; 
and therefore I take this report to be ſpurious, or, 
at leaſt, only a new ſcheme of Mr. Wood himſelf; _ 

which, to make it pals the better in Ireland, be 


would father it upon a miniſter of ſtate. 


But I will now demonſtrate, beyond all contra - ö 
Aiction, chat Mr. Walpole is againit this project of 
Mr. Wood, and is an intire friend to Ireland, only 


by this one invincible argument, chat he has the 
_ univerſal opinion of being a wile man, an able mi- 


n iter, and in all his proceedings purſuing the true 
intereſt of the King his maſter : and that as his 
integrity is above all corruption, ſo is his fortune 


above all temptation. I reckon, therefore. we are 
perfectly ſafe from chat corner , and thall never be 
under the neceſſity of contending with fo formidable 

a. power, but be left 10 poſſcis our brogues and po- 
tatoas in peace, as“ remote from thunder as we 

« are from Jupiter. 
: am, my dear countrymen, 

"pang loving fellow - ſubject, 
fellow. ſufferer, and 
h. * lexvant, 


| Oftober 13. 1724. 8 95 M. B. 


® Prem Jr, — 4 ful nixe. 
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LETTER IV. =—_ . 
Upon the arrival of Lord Carteret, ſoon after 
the publieation of this letter, the paſſages from which, 
this note is referred to were feleted"as ſufficient 
unds for proſecution, and a proclamation was 
publithed by his Excellency and council, offering a - 
reward of three hundred pounds for diſcovering the 
author. Harding the printer was impriſoned, and 
a bill of indictment was ordered to be prepared a- 
againſt him : which gave occalion to the follow- 
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PainTER of the preceding LETTER, 


letter, there are ſeveral things maturely to be con- 
3 wb Doe: 
Firſt, They are to conſider, that the author of 


the ſame ſubject, which, inſtead of being cenſured, 


ſpirit among us, which hath hitherto kept out 
Wood's coin ; for all men will grant, that if thoſe 
pamphlets had not been written, his coin muſt 
have over-run the nation ſome months ago. 


Secondly, It is to be conſidered, that this pam- 
phlet, againſt which a proclamation hath been ifſu- 
ed, is written by the ſame author ; that nobody e- 


ver doubted the innocence and goodneſs of his de- 
fizn ; that he appears through the whole tenor of 
it, to be a loyal ſubject to his Majeſty, and devot- 
ed to the houſe of Hanover, and declares himfelf 


in a manner peculiarly zealous againſt the Pretend- 


er. And if ſuch a writer in four ſeveral treatiſes 


on ſo nice a ſubject, where a royal patent is con- 


cerned, and where it was neceſſary to ſpeak of 


England and of liberty, ſhould in one or two 


places happen to let fall an inadvertent expreſſion, 
it would be hard to condemn him after all the 
good he hath done, eſpecially when we conſider, 


that he could have no poflible deſign in view 3 
| | | 0 92 8 


Seaſonable Avvice to the GRAND Jury, 
concerning the bill preparing againſt the 


ad againſt rhe printer of the Drapier's laſt 


fidered by thoſe gentlemen before they determine 1 


faid pamphlet did write three other diſcourſes on 


were univerſally approved by the whole nation, 
and were allowed to have raiſed and continued that 


—_ {Ms 9.0 a. a. 6 oat. 
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of honour or profit, but purely the G00D of his 
COUNTRY. | | 
Thirdly, It ought to be well conſidered, becher 
any one expreſſion in the faid pa * — de really 
liable to a juſt exception, much le be found 
« wicked, malicious, ſeditious, reflecting vpon bis 
Majeſty and his miniſtry, &c.“ * 
The two points in that pamphlet, which it is faid 
the proſecutors intend chiefly to fix on, are, _ 
' where the author mentions che penner of the | 
anſwer. Firſt, Ir is well known his Majeſty is > by 
maſter of the Engliſh tongue; and therefore it is 
neceſſary that ſome other perſon ſhould be employ- 
ed to pen what he hath to fay, or write in that lan- 
_ guage. Secondly, His Majeſty's anſwer is not in 
the firſt perſon, but in the third, It is not ſaid, 
We ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR ROYAL PREDE- 


crxssons; but His MaJESTY is concerned, and hit 
ROYAL PREDECESSOR. By which it is plain, theſe - 


are properly not the words of his Majeſty ; but 
ſuppoſed to be taken from him, and tranſmitted 
hither by one of his miniſters. "Thirdly, It will 
be eaſily ſeen, that the author of the pamphlet de- 
livers his ſcatiments upon this particular with the 
utmoſt caution and reſpect, as any * reader 
will obſerve. | 
The ſecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will be 
taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, is what 
the author ſays of Ireland's being a dependent 
kingdom: he explains all the dependence he _ 
of, which is a law made in Ireland, whereby it 
enacted, That whoever is Kin of England ſhall 
| King of Ireland.” Beto 
uon be condemned, and the bill found upon it, it 
_ would be proper that ſome lawyers ſhould fully 3 in- 
form the jury what other law there is, either ſta- 
tute or common, for this dependency ; and if there 
be no law, there is no tranſgreſſion. 


The fourch ching very maturely to de confider- 


re this explana- 37 
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ed by the jury, is, what influence their Gnding the: 


bill may have upon the kingdom: the people in 
general finding no fault in the Drapier's laſt book, 
any more than the three former; and therefore 


when they hear it is condemned by a grand jury 
af Dublin, they will conclude it is done in favour 


of Wood's coin; they will think we of this town 
have changed our minds, and intend to take thoſe 


halfpence, and therefore that it will be in vain for 
them 10 ſand out: fo that the queition comes to 
this, which will de of the worſt conſequence ? to. 
let paſs one or two expreſſions, at the worſt only 


unwary, in a book written for the public ſervice; 


ar to leave a free open paſſage for Wood's braſs. 
to over-eun us, by which we thall be undone for 
ever. 
The ffth thing to be e nt is, That the 
members of che grand jury being merchants and 
principal ſhopkeepers, can have no ſuitable temp- 
tation offered them, as a recompenſe for the miſ- 
chief they will do and ſuffer, by letting in this coin; 
nor can be at any loſs or danger by rejecting the 


bill. They do not expect any employments in the 


ſtate, to make up in their own private advantages 
by the deſtruction of their country; whereas thoſe. 
who go about to adviſe, entice, or threaten them 
to find that bill, have great employments which 
they have a mind to keep, or to get greater; as it 
was  likewiſc the caſe of all thoſe who Ggned. the 
pProclamation to have the author proſecuted. And 
therefore it is known, that his Grace the Lord 
: Archbiſhop of Dublin, ſo renowned for his piety, 
and wiſdom, and love of his country, abſolutely 
refuſed to condemn he book or the author. = 
_ Laſtly, It ought to be conſidered, what conſe- 
quence the finding the bill may have upon a poor 
man, perfectly innocent; I mean the printer. A 
lawyer may pick out expreſſions, and make them 
to exception, where no other man is able to 
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find any. But how can it be ſuppoſed that an ig+ 
norant printer can be ſuch a critic tie knew the 
author's deſign was honeſt, and approved by the 
whole kingdom : he adviſed with friends, who told 
him there was no harm m the book, and he 
could fee none himſelf : it was ſent him in an un- 
known hand ; but the ſame in which he received 


the three . He and his wife have offered to 


take their oaths, that they know not the author, 


And therefore to find a bill, that may bring puniſh- 


ment upon the innocent, will appear very hard, te 
ſay no worſe. For it will be impoflible to find the 
or, unleſs he will pleaſe to diſcover himſelf ; 
although I wonder he. ever concealed his name: 


but J ſuppoſe, what he did at firſt out of modeſty, 
he continues to do out of prudence. | God prote@ | 


us and him, 
I will conclude all xy FA a fable aſcribed to Demo- 


ſthenes: He had ſerved the people of Athens with 
great fidelity 1 in the ſtation of an :rator ; when upon 


a certain occaſion apprehending to be delivered over 
to his enemies, he told the Athenians, his country- 
men, the following ſtory. Once upon a time the 
wolves deſired a league with the theep, upon this 
condition; that the cauſe of ſtrife might be taken 


away, which was the ſhepherds and maſtifls : this 


being granted the wolves wichout all fear made 
havock of the ſheep. 


5 November 11. 1 1724. | 


Copies of this paper were diſtributed to every 


perſon of the grand jury the evening before the 


bill was to be exhibited ; who, probably for the 
reaſons contained in it, refuſed to find the bill; 
upon which the Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, who 
had prehided at a former proſecution of the Dean's 


rang; 


w Reſolutions of the Commons of England. 

, diſcł them in a rage. The follow - 
ing extract was ſoon after publiſhed, to ſhew the 
illegality of this proceeding; and the next grand 
ew, that was empannelled made the fubſequent 
preſentment againſt all the abettors of Wood's pro- 


jet. See Letter to Lord Moleſworth, P. 302. of 
this volume. 


. od wks Grit — to the propoſal for the ſole uh of 
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collection of the debates of the bouſe of Com- 


mons, beld at — Ot. 21, «0 


p. 150. 


8 RESOLUTIONS of. . houſe of Combi 1 


England, Nov. 13. 1680. 


| ro o the following reſolutions : 


| © Reſolved, That rhe difcharging of a OY Jury. 
by any judge, before the end of the term, aſſizes, 
or ſcffions, while matters are under their cont 
ration, and not preſented, is arbitrary, illegal, de- 
ſtructive io public juſtice, a manifeſt violation of 
his oath, and is a means to — 3 
* laws of this kingdom. 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed t. to exa-- 
mine the proceedings of the judges in Weſtminſter- 
ball; 
in, to this houſe. 


CD ALLAH . erf 
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QEveral perſons being examined about the diſmiſſ- 
ing a grand jury in Middleſex, the houſe came 


and report the ſame, with their opinion here- 
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Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed, for his conduct, deſerved to have 
been impcached by the houſe of Commons; becauſe the diſſolving & 
a grand ju"y by any judge bet. re the end of the term, aſfiaes, or ſef- 
fons, Waile matters are under their conſi dera ion, and not pte ented, 
is arbitrary, illcal, deſtructive to public juſtice, a manifeſt violation 


of his oath, and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental laws of the 


realm. But as the nouſe of Commons forbore to execute their ven- 
geance upon th: Chief Juſtice, Swgft ſtized upon him as a prey, 
laſhed him, ard worricd Lim cut of all his patience, by many ſarcaſtic 


epigrams, ſquibs, and other (cvere reflections upon his unworthy de- 


meanor, until at laſt he became odious and ridiculcus to the whele 
kingdom. Neither c uld bis death, which happened ſoon ater, ap- 
peaſe the vengeance of the incenſed patriot. For Swift, refolv ng to 


make him an example to all future ages, purſucd him into the regions 
of the dead, and coupled him with Anytus he accuſer of Socrates, 


Such indeed was at laſt the ſ:crifice that poor unfortunate Whitſhed 


became unto the reſentment of Dr, Swift.- -----Sce Switt's poems 
eoncerning Whitſtes ; alſo, 4 ſrt eto of Trel.nd; and, An anſwer 
Þ a memartal, See alio The /ife and charadier of Dr. Swift. D. Swift. 
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The PRESENTMENT of the Gxaxp 
Jory of the county of the city of Dublin. 


W 


Hereas ſeveral great quantities of baſe metal 
coined, commonly called Wood's halfpence, 


have been brought into the port of Dublin, and 
lodged i in ſeveral houſes of this city, with an inten- 


tion to make them paſs. clandeftinely among his 
Majeſty” s ſubjects of this kingdom; notwithſtand- 
ing the addretics of both houtics of parliament, and 
the privy council, and the declarations bf moſt of 
the corporations of this city againit the ſaid coin : 


and whereas his Majeſty has been gracioully pleaſed 
to leave his loyal ſubjects of this kingdom at liber- 


ty to take or refuſe the ſaid halfpence : 


We the grand jury of the county of the city of 


Dublin, this Michaclmas term 1724, baving entire- 
Iy at heart his Majeſty's intereſt, and the weltare 
of our county, and being thor oughly ſenſible of 


the great diſcouragements which trade hath ſuffer- 
ed by the apprehenſions of the ſaid coin, whereof 


we have already felt the diſmal effects; and that 
the currency thereof will incvitably tend to the 


great diminution of his Majeity's revenue, and the 


ruin of us and our potterity, do preſent all ſuch 
perſons as have attempted, or {hall endeavour by 
fraud, or otherwiſe to impoſe the faid halfpence 
upon us, contrary to his Majeſty's moiſt gracious 
intentions, as enemies to his Majeſty's government, 


and to the ſafety, peace, and welfare of all his Ma- | 
zeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whote affections 
have been ſo eminently diſtinguithed by their zeal 


to his illuſtrious family before his happy acceſſion 


to the throne, aud by their 8 ny ever 


fince. 


P 
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As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknowledge 
the ſervices of all ſuch patriots as have been cmi- 
nently zcalous for the intereſt of his Majeſty and 
this country, in detecting the fraudulent impoſition 
of the ſaid Wood, and preventing the pailiag his 
baſe coin; ſo we do, at the ſame time, declare our 
abhorrence and deteſtation of all reflections on his 
Majeſty and his government; and that we are rea- 
dy with our lives and fortunes to defend his mott 
ſacred Majeſty againſt the pretender, and all his 
Majeſty's open and ſecret enemies both at home 


and abroad. 


| Given under our hands at the grand-jury chamber, 


this 28th of November 1724. 


George Forbes, David Tew, 
William Emplon, Thomas How, 
Nathaniel Pearſon, John Jones, 
Joſeph Nuttall, James Brown, 
William Aſton, Charles Lyndon, 
Stearn Tighe, Jerom Bredin, 
Richard Walker, John Sican, 
Edmond French, Anthony Brunton, 
John Vercilles, Thomas Gaven, 
Philip Pearſon, | Danicl Elwood, 
Thomas Robins, John Brunet. 
Richard Dawſon, 


The preceding paper was publiſhed about a month 
after the proclamation was iſſued, offering a reward 


of 300 J. for the diſcovering the author of the Dra- 
picr's fourth letter, Apes 4 


Vol. III. Cc A EET. 
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MOOSE AS ME f N 
rr id 

To the Right Honourable 

The Lord Vifcount M OLESWORTH. 


Write in the Year 1724. 


They compaſſe d me about alſo with words of deceit, and. 
feugbt againſt me without a cauſe, 

Fer my love they are my adverſaries ; but 1 give my- 
ef unto prayer, 

And they have rewarded me evil fer grod, and hatred | 

er my love. Plal. cix. 3, 4, 5. 

Seck nat to be judge, being not ble to take away ini- 
quity ; left at any time thou fe:r the perſon of the 
mighty, and lay a flumbling-Ulock in the way of thy 

uprightneſs. | 

Offend not againſt the multitude of a city, and then 
thou ſbalt not caſt thyſelf down among the people. 

Bind not one fin upon another, for in 0 abou halt not 
be unpuniſbed. Ecclus vii. 6, 7, 8. 


Non jam prima peto Mneſtheus, neque vincere certo: 
Or ſed Gt y=_ hoc, Neptune, del. 


—_— . —— 


DinecTIONS to the PRINTER. 


. Mr. 1 Ry 
5 HEN I ſent you my former papers, I cannot 
W ſay I intended you either good or hurt; and 
yet you have happened through my means to re- 


ceive both, I 1 God deliver you from any m_ 
0 
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of the latter, and increaſe the former, Your trade, 
particularly. in this kingdom, is of all others the 
moſt unfortunately circumſtantiated; for, as you 
deal in the moſt worthleſs kind of traſh, the penny- 
productions of pennyleſs ſcriblers; ſo you often 
yenture your liberty, and ſometimes your lives, for 
the purchaſe of half a crown ; and, by your own 
ignorance, are puniſhed for other mens actions. 
Il am afraid, you in particular think you have 
reaſon to complain of me, for your own and your 
_ wife's confinement in priſon, to your great ex- 
penſe, as well as hardſhip; and for a proſecution 
ſtill impending. But I will tell you, Mr. Harding, 
how that matter ſtands. Since the preſs hath lain 
under fo ſtrict an inſpection, thoſe who have a 
mind to inform the world, are become fo cautious 


+. 28 to keep themſelves, if poſſible, out of the way 


of danger, My cuſtom therefore is to diftate to a 
prentice, who can write in a feigned hand; and 
what is written we ſend to your houſe by a black- 
guard boy. But, at the fame time, I do aſſure 
you upon my reputation, that I never did fend you 
any thing for which I thought you could poſiibly 


be called to an account. And you will be my wit- 


neſs, that IL. always deſired you, by a letter, to take 
ſome Ty advice before you ventured to print 
becauſe I knew the d-xterity of dealers in the law, 
at finding out ſomething to faſten on, where no e- 
vil is meant. I am told indeed, that you did ac- 
_ eordingly conſult ſeveral very able perſons, and e- 
ven ſome who afterwards appeared againſt you: to 
which I can only anſwer, that you muſt eicher 
change your adviſers, or determine to print no- 
thing that comes from a drapier. 5 
I deſire you will ſend the incloſed letter directed 
to my Lord Viſcount Moleſworth, at his houſe in 
Brackdenſtown, ncar Swords : but I would have it 
ſent printed for the convenience of his Lordſhip's 
reading; becauſe this counterfeit hand of my pren- 
Om in Sete 2 : tice 
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tice is not very legible. And, if you think fit to 
publiſh it, I would have you firſt get it read over 
by ſome notable lawyer: I am aſſured you will find 
enough of them, who are friends to the drapier, 
and will do it without a fee; which, I am afraid, 

you can ill afford after all your expenſes, For al- 
though I have taken ſo much care, that I think it 
impotlible to find a topic out of the following pa- 

pers for tending you again to priſon, yet LI will not 
_ ventute to be your guarantee. 
This enſuing letter contains only a ſhort account 
of myſelf, and an humble apology for my former 
ph}ets, eſpecially the laſt ; with little mention 

of Mr. Wood or his halfpence ; ; becauſe I have al- 
ready faid enough upon that ſubject, until occaſion 
mall be given for new fears; and, in chat caſe, you 
may perhaps * from me ag ain. ' 


lam, 

From my 0 in Four friend 

St. Francis-ſireet, and ſervant, _ 
Der. 14. 1724. M. B. 


P. S. For want of intercourſe between you and 
me, which I never will ſuffer “, your people are apt 
to make very groſs errors in the prefs, which I de- 
lire you will pr -ovide nt. 


The copies were always ſert to the preſs by ſe me obſcure meſ- 
ſenger, who. never knew the pcrſor. from whom he received them, 
but gave them in at a window, The amanuenſis only was tiuſſed, 
to whom about two rears after the author gave an employ ment of 
40 J. a year at arewa'd for his fidelity y, Dub. edit. 
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To the Right Honourable 
The Lord Vis coun T MortESworRTn, 


At his houſe at Brackdenſtown, ncar Swords. 


My Lonp, 12 
Reflect too late on the maxim of common ob- 

L ſervers, That thoſe who meddle in matters out 
of their calling, will have reaſon to repent; which 


is now veriticd in me: for, by engaging in the trade 
of awriter, I have drawn upon my (cit the diſplca- 


ſure of che government, ſignified by a proclama- 


tion promiling a reward of three hundred pounds 


to the firſt faithful {ubject who ſhall be able and 


inclined to inform againſt me; to which I may 


add, the laudable zcal and in dufiry of my Lord 
Chicf Juſtice Whitthed, in his endeavours to diſ- 
cover ſo dangerous a perſon. Iherefore, Whether 
I repent or no, I have certainly cauſe to do fo; and 
the common obſervation ſtill ſtands good. | 

It will ſometimes happen, I know not how, ia 
the courſe of human affairs, that a man ſhall be 
made liable to legal animadverſions, where he hath 
nothing to anſwer for either to God or his coun- 


try; and condemned at Weſtminſter-hall, for what 


he will never be charged with at the day of Judge- 


ment. 


Aſter ſtrictly examining my own heart, and con- 


ſulting {ome divines of great Teputation, T cannot 
accuſe myſelf of any * © malice or wickedncſs a- 


6 Articles mentioned ia the indictment and proclamaion, 


Cc 3 * gainſt 
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* againſt the public; of any deſigns to ſow ſedi- 
tion; of refledting on the king and his miniſters, 
« or of endeavouri ing to alienate the affections of 


© the people of this kingdom from thoſe of Eng- 
* land.” All I can charge myſelf with, is a weak 


attempt to ſerve a nation in danger of deſtruction 

by a moſt wicked and malicious projector, without 
waiting until I were called to its aſſiſtance. Which 
atrempt, however it may perhaps give me the title 


of trugmatical and overweening, will never lie a bur- 
den upon my conſcience. God knows whether I 
may not, with all my caution, have already run 


_—_— into a ſecond danger, by offering thus much 


in my own vindication, For I have heard of a 


judge, who, upon the criminal's appeal to 8 
dreadful day of judgment, told him he had incur- 
red a premunire for appealing to a foreign juriſdic- 


tion: and of another in Wales, who ſeverely check- 


ed the priſoner for offering the ſame plea ; taxing : 
him with reflecting on the court by ſuch a compari- 


fon; becauſe compariſons were odicus, 
0 But, in order to make ſome excuſe for being 
more ſpeculative than others of my condition, I de- 


fire your Lordſhip's pardon, while I am doing a 


very fooliſh thing; which is to give you ſome little 


account of myſelf. | 
I was bred at a free ſchool, where I acquired 


ſome little knowledge in the Latin tongue. I ſerved 


my apprenticeſhip in London, and there ſet up for 


myſelf with good ſucceſs; until by the death of 


foie triends, and misfortunes of others, I return 
ed into this kingdom; and began to employ my 
thoughts in cultivating the woollen manufacture 


through all its branches; wherein I met with great 
diſcouragement, and powerful oppoſers, whoſe ob- 


jections appeared to me very ſtrange and ſingular. 


They argued, that the people of England would be 
otfended, it our manufactures were brought to e- 
** theirs : and even ſome a. the weaving trade 

were 


Daerr 


, ad > 


-s a wad A&A a. ..@.. 


if for. 


LETTER V. „„ 
were my enemies; which I could not but look up- 
on as abſurd and unnatural. I remember your 
Lordſhip at that time did me the — to come 
into my ſhop, where I ſhewed you “ apiece of black 
and white ſtuff juit ſent from che dyer : which you 
were pleaſed to approve of, and be my cuſtomer 


However, I was fo ——— that I reſolved for | 
the future to fit quietly in my thop, and deal in 
common goods, like the reſt of my brethren; un- 
ti ic happened ſome months ago, contidering with 
myſelf, that the lower or poorer fort of people 
wanted a plain ſtrong coarſe {tuft to defend them 
againſt cold caſterly winds, which then blew very 
fierce and blaſting for a long time together; I con- 
trived one on purpoſe, which fold very well all o- 
ver the kingdom, and preſerved many thouſands 


from agues. I then made a“ ſecond and a third 


Find of ſtuffs for the geritry, with the fame ſucceſs; 
imfomuch that an ague hath hardly been heard of 
for ſome time. | 
his incited me ſo far, that I ventured upon a. 
+ fourth piece made of the beſt Iriſh wool I could 
get; and I thought it grave and rich enough to be 
vorn by the bett lord or judge of the land. But of 
late ſome great folks complain, as I hear, that when 
they had it on, they felt a ſhuddering in their limbs, 
and have thrown it oft in a rage ; curſing to hell the 
poor drapier who invented it: ſo that I am deter- 
mine d never to work for perſons of quality again; 
except for your Lordſliip and a very few more. 
I affure your Lordthip, upon the word of an ho- 
neſt citizen, hat I am not richer, by the value of 
one of Mr. Wood's halfpence, with the fale of all 
the teveral ftutts | have contrived : for I give the 


fafiures, 
The drapi:r's fir three letters. 
T The fourth letter, -gainſt which the 6633 was iſſued. 
whole 


* By this is -meant, the Propoſal for the univerſal uſe of tif manu 


38 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


whole profit to the dyers and prefſers tft. And 
therefore I hope you will pleaſe to believe, that no 
other motive, bendes the love of my country, could 
engage me to buſy my head and hands to the loſs of 
my time, and the gain of nothing but vexation and 


ill-will. 


I have now in hand one piece of {tuff to be woven 


on purpoſe for your Lordthip; although I might 


be athamed-to offer it to you, after I have confeſl.. 
ed, that it will be made only from the || threds and 


_ remnants of the wool employed in the former, 


However, I ſhall work it up as well as I can; and, 


at worit, you need only give it among your te: 
nants. 


I am very ſenſible, how ill your d is like ; 
to be entertained with the pedantry of a drapier in 
the terms of his own trade. How will the matter 


be mended, when you find me entering again, al- 
though very ſparingly, into an affair of ſtate? for 
ſuch is now grown the controverty with Mr. Wood, 


if ſome great lawycrs are to be credited, And as 


it often happens at play, that men begin with far- 
things, and go on to gold, till ſome of them loſe 
their eltates,” and die in jail; fo it may poſſibly fall 
out in my caſe, that by playing too long with Mr. 


Wood's halfpence, I may be drawn in to pay a ſine 


double to the reward for betraying me ; be ſent to 


priſon, and act delivered thence until / (ball have paid 


the uttermo/t farthing. 


There are, my Lord, three "NO of nerfans,. 
with whom I am relaived never to diſpute; a high- 


wayman with a piſtol at my breaſt; a troop of dra- 


goons, who come to plunder my houſe ; ; and a man 
_ of the law, who can make a merit of accuſing me. 


In each of theſe caſes, which arc almoſt the tame, 

the beſt method is to keep out of the way; and the 
next beſt is, to deliver your money, ſurr ender your 
houſe, and confeſs nothing. 


t Printers, : | Meaning the preſent letter. 
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I am told, that the two points in my laſt letter, 
from which an occaſion of offence hath been taken, 
are, where I mention his Majeſty's anſwer to the 
addreſs of the houſe of Lords upon Mr. Wood's 
patent; and where I diſcourſe upon Ireland being 
a dependent kingdom. As to the former I can on- 
ly ſay, that I have treated it with the utmoſt reſpect 
and caution; and I thought it neceſſary to ſhew 

where Wood's patent differed in many eflential 
parts from all others that ever had been granted; 
becauſe the contray had, for want of due informa- 
tion, been ſo ſtrongly and ſo largely aſſerted. As 
to che other, of Ireland's dependency : I confeſs to 
have often heard it mentioned, but was never able 
to underſtand what it meant. This gave me the cu- 
rioſity to inquire among ſeveral eminent lawyers, 
who profeſſed they knew nothing of the matter. I 
_ then turned over all the ſtatutes of both kingdoms 


without the leaſt information, further than an Iriſh 


act that I quoted, of the 33d of Henry VIII. unit- 
ing Ireland to England under one King. I cannot 
_ tay, I was ſorry to be diſappointed in my ſearch, 

becauſe it is certain, I could be contented to * | 
pend only upon God and my prince, and the laws 
of my own country, after the manner of other na- 

tions. But ſince my betters are of a different opi- 
nion, and defire further dependencies, I ſhall out- 
wardly ſubmit ; yet ſtill inſiſting in my own heart 
upon the exception I made of M. B. drapier. In- 
deed that hint was borrowed from an idle ſtory I 


had heard in England, which perhaps may be com- 


mon and beaten ; but becauſe it inſinuates neither 
treaſon nor ſedition, I will juſt barely relate it. 
Some hundred years ago, when the Peers were ſo 
great that the Commons were looked upon as little 
better than their dependents, a bill was brought in 
for making ſome new additions to the power and 
pr ivileges of the peerage. After it was read, one 
Ir. Drue, a member of the houſe ſtood up, — 
2 td. - 
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ſaid, he very much approved the bill, and would 
give his vote to have it paſs; but however, for ſome 
reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he deſired that a 


clauſe might be inſerted for excepting be family of 


the Drues. The oddnefs of the propoſition taught 


others to reflect a little; and the bill was thrown. | 


Out. | 


Whether I were miſtaken, or went too far in exa- 


mining the dependency, muſt be left to the impar- 


tial judgment of the world, as well as to the courts 


of judicature; although indeed not in ſo effectual 


and decifive a manner. But to affirm, as I hear 
ſame do, in order to countenance a fearful and 
ſervile ſpirit, that this point did not belong to my 
 fubjeR, is a falſe and fooliſh objection. There 


were ſeveral ſcandalous reports induſtrioufly ſpread 


by Wood and his accomplices, to diſcourage all op- 
_ Poſition againſt his infamous * They gave 


it out, that we were prepared for a rebellion; that 
ve diſputed the King's prerogative, and were ſhak- 


ing off our dependency. The firſt went ſo far, and 
obtained ſo much belief againſt the moſt viſible de- 
monſtratĩons to the contrary, that a great perſon of 


this kingdom, now in t ngland, ſent over fuch an 
account of it to his fricnds, as would make any 


good ſubject both grieve and tremble. L thought 


it therefore neceſſary to treat that calumny as it de- 


ſerved. Then I proved by an invincible argument, 


that we couid have no intention to diſpute his Maje- 
ſty's prerogative ; becauſe the prerogative was not 


concerned in the queſtion ; the civilians and lawyers 


of all nations agrecing, that copper is not money. 


And laſtly, to elear us from the imputation of ſhaking 


off our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I thought, 
and ſhall ever think, this dependency conſiſted; 
and cited the ſtatute above mentioned made in Ire- 
land; by which it is ena&ed, that © whoever is 


« King of England, ſhall be King of Ireland ;” and 


that the two kingdoms fhall be © for ever knit to- 
3 ; Es * gether 
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« gether under one King.“ This, as I conceived, 


did wholly acquit us of intending to break our de- 


pendency ; becaufe it was altogether out of our 
power : for ſurely no King of England will ever 
conſent to the repeal of this ſtatute, 

But upon this article 1 am charged with a heavier 


_ accuſation It is faid I wen? 1% far, when I decla- 


red, that if ever the pretender ſhould come to be 
« fixed upon the throne of England (which God 
« forbid), I would fo far venture to tranſgreſs this 


«ſtatute, that I would loſe the laſt drop of my 
blood, before I would ſubmit to him as King of 
„„ + th. * 


This I hear on all ſides is the ſtrongeſt and 


weightieſt objection againſt me; and which hath 

given the moſt offence ; that I thould be fo bold ro 
declare againſt à direct ſtatute; and that any mo- 

tive, how ſtrong ſocver, could make me reject a 
king, whom Englaud ſhould receive. Now, if in 


defending myſelt from this accuſation I ſhould free- 


ly confeſs, that I went too far; that the expreſſion 


was very indiſcreet, although occaſioned by my zeal | 


for his preſent Majeſty, and his Proteſtant line in 


the houſe of Hanover; that I ſhall be careful never 


to offend again in the like kind; and that I hope 


this free acknowledgement and ſorrow for my er- 


ror will be ſome atonement, and a little ſoften the 


hearts of my powerful' adverſaries: I fay, if I 
ſhould offer fach a defence as this, I do not doubt 


| but ſome people would wreſt it to an ill meaning by 
ſpiteful interpretation, And therefore, ſince I can- 
not think of any other anſwer, which that para- 


graph can admit, I will leave it to the wercy of e- 
every candid reader; but ſtill without recanting my 
Ä . 2 „ 5 | 
I will now venture to tell your Lordſhip a ſecret, 
wherein I fear you are too deeply concerned. You 
will therefore pleaſe to know, that this habit of 


_ writing and diſcourſing, wherein I unfortunately 


_ differ 
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differ from almoſt the whole kingdom, and am apt 
to grate the ears of more than I could wiſh, was 
acquired during my apprenticeſhip in London, and 
and a long reſidence there after I had ſetup for my- 
ſelf. Upon my return and ſettlement here, I thought 
T had only changed one country of freedom for 


another. I had bcen long converſing with the wri- 


tings of your Lordſhip *, Mr. Locke, Mr. Moli- 
neux, Colonel Sidney, and other dangerous au- 
thors, who talk of liberty as a blefling, to which 
the whole race of mankind hath an original title; 
* whereof nothing hut unlawful force can diveſt 
them.“ I knew a great deal of the ſeveral Go- 
_ thic inſtitutions in Europe; and by what incidents 
and events they came to be deſtroyed : and I ever 
thought ĩt the moſt uncontrolled and univerſally a- 


greed maxim, That freedom conliſts in a people's 
being governed by laws made with their own con- 


e ſent; and flavery in the contrary.” I have been 
likewiſe told, and believe it to be true, that liberty and 
property are words of known uſe and fignification 
in this kingdom; and the very lawyers pretend to 
underſtand, and have them often in their mouths. 
Theſe were the errors which have miſled me, and 
to which alone I muſt impute the ſevere treatment 
I have received. But I ſhall in time grow wiſer, 


and learn to conſider my driver, the road I am in, 


and with whom I am yoked. This I will venture to 


ſay, that the boldeſt and moſt obnoxious words I | 


| ever delivered, would in England have only expo- | 
ſed me as a {tupid fool, why went to prove that the 
fun ſhone in a clear ſummer's day : and J have wit- 


 nefles ready to depole, that your Lordſhip hath 


aid and writ fifty times worſe ; and what is ſtill an | 


aggravation, with infinitely more wit and learning, 
and ſtronger arguments: ſo that, as politicks run, 


* He publiſhed a book in the reign of William III. inti led, The | 
S ais of Dermark, with 4 large prefacc * Hawhef, | +: 147 


> 


of God, of nature, o 


was re 
Although I am not ſo thorough a renouncer, yet 
let me have but good city ſecurity agajnit this peſti- 
lent coinage, and I ſhall be ready, got only to re- 
nounce every ſyllable in all my four letters, but to © 
deliver them chearfully with my own bands into 
thoſe of the common hangmaa to be burnt with no 
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I do not know a perſon of more exceptionable prin- 
ciples than yourſelf : and if ever I ſhall be diſcover- 
ed, I think you will be bound in honour to pay my 


fine, and ſupport me in priſon; or elſe I way chance 
to inform againſt you by way of repriſal. 


In the mean time I beg your Lordſhip to receive 


my confeſſion ; that if there be any ſuch a thing 
as a dependency of Ireland upon England, other- 


wiſe than as I have explained it, either by the law 
1 reaſon, of nations, or of 
the land, (which I ſhall die rather than grant), then 


was the proclamation againſt me the moſt merciful 
that ever was put out ; and inſtead of accuſing 


me as malicious, wicked, and ſeditious, it might have 
been directly as guilry of high-treaſon. 
All I defire is, that the cauſe of my country a- 


gainſt Mr. Wood may not ſuffer by any inadverten- I 


cy of mine. Whether Ireland depends upon t ng 


land, or only upon God, the king, and the law; I 


hope no man will affert, that it depends upon Mr. 
Wood. I ſhould be heartily forry, that this com- 


| mendable ſpirit againſt me ſhould accidentally (and 


what, I hope, was never intended) ſtrike a damp 


upon that ſpirit in all ranks and corporations of 
men againſt the deſperate and ruinous deſign of Mr. 
Wood. Let my countrymen blot out thoſe parts 


in my laſt letter, which they diſlike; and let no ruſt 
remain on my {word to cure the wounds I have giveu 
to our moſt mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sidley 
was taking the oaths, where ſeveral things were to 


be renounced, he ſaid, he loved renouncing ; aſk- 


WY AE more were to be renounced ; for he - 
y to renounce as much as they pleaſed. 


Vol. III. D 4 better 
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better company than the coiner's | 


part of it hath eſcaped out of the ſecular hands of 
my faithful friends, the common le. $6555. 
But, whatever the ſentiments of ſome people ma: 
be, I think it is agreed, that may of thoſe who ſub- 
ſcribed againſt me, are on the fide of a vaſt majo- 
rity in the kingdom, who oppoſed Mr. Wood *; 
and it was with great ſatis faction, that J obſerved 
ſome right honourable names very amicably joined 
with my own at the bottom of a ſtrong declaration 
againſt him and his coin. But if the admiſſion of 
it among us be already determined, the worthy 
perſon who is to betray me, ought in prudence to 


do it with all convenient ſpeed ; or elfe it may be 
difficult to find three hundred pounds Sterling 
for the diſcharge of his hire, when che pu- 
 blic ſhall have loſt five hundred thouſand, if there 


be ſo much in the nation; beſides four fifths of its 


annual income for ever. 


+ Tam told by lawyers, that in quarrels between 
man and man it is of much weight, which of them 


674 gave the firſt provocation, or ſtruck the firſt blow. 
It is manifeſt that Mr. Wood hath done both: and 


therefore I ſhould humbly propoſe to have him firſt 
hanged, and his droſs thrown into the fea : after 
which the drapier will be ready to ſtand his trial, 
At muſt needs be that offences come, but wo un- 


% to him by whom the offence cometh. If Mr. 


"Wood had held his hand, every body elſe would 


have held their tongues ; and then there would 


As the Drapier's letters were written expreſsly againſt Wood's 
balfpence, it might well be imagined that a prociamation againſt the 
” _— would produce an opinion, that to oppuſe Wood's halfpence 

wad illegal, and ſubjected dhe party to pains and penalties : to prevent 


"ſo fathl.a miſtake, it is here remarked, that many of thoſe who ſub- | 


- ſcribed the proclamation, were yet ſtrenuous oppoſers of Wood's pro- 
4 This diſtinction is yet more explicit in ** letter to Lord Mid- 
dleton, which was written ſoon after the fourth letter, amd intended 

To be the fitth, though for ſome reaſons deferred.------ -Sce the letter 

te Lord Middleton, and the note prefixed, Hawke. : 


effigies „if any 
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have been little need of pamphlets, juries, or pro- 
nations upon this occaſion. The provocation 
- muſt needs have been very great, which could ſtir 
up an obſcure, indolent drapier to become an au- 
chor. One would almoſt think, the very ſtones in 
| the ſtreet would riſe up in ſuch a cauſe: and I 
aw not ſure they will not do ſo againſt Mr. Wood, 
if ever he comes within their reach. It is a known 
| tory of the dumb boy, whoſe 
age for ſpeech by the horror 
bu father's throat, This may 
| that a tredeſman hid in privacy 1 
cry out, when the life and being of his i 
of a kingdom walks about in triumph, (unleſs it be 
| true, that he is in jail for debt), while he who en- 
| deavoured to aſſert the liberty of his country is 
forced to hide his head for occaſionally dealing in a 
matter of controverſy, However, I am not the 
firſt, who hath been condemned to death for gain- 
ing a great victory over a powerful enemy by dif- 
obeying for once the ſtrift orders of military dil- 


I am now reſolved to follow (after the uſual 
' proceeding of mankind, becauſe it is too late) the 
: advice given me by a certain dean. He ſhewed 
| ! the miſtake I was in, of truſting to the general 
| }! good-will of the people; that I had ſucceeded hi- 
1 therto better than could be expected; but that 
ſome unfortunate circumſtantial lapſe would pro- 
hably bring me within the reach of power: that my 
good intentions would be no fecurity againſt thoſe 
who watched every motion of my pen in the bitter- 
3} neſs of my ſoul, He produced an inſtance of a 
| perſon as innocent, as diſintereſted, and as well- 
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® Tae author is ſuppoſed to mean him ſelf. 1 
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meaning as myſelf ; who had written + a very ſea- 
ſonable and inoffenfive treatiſe, exhorting the peo- 
ple of this kingdom to wear their own manufac- 
rures ; for which however the printer was proſe- 
cuted with the utmoſt virulence ; the jury ſent back 
nine times; and the man given up to the mercy 
of the court. The dean further obſerved, that 1 
was in a manner left alone to ſtand the battle ; 
while others, who had ten thoufand times better 
_ talents than a drapier, were fo prudent as to lie 
_ Rill; and perhaps thou 
ment to look on with fafety, while 2 
giving them diverſion at the hazard of his 
and fortune; 
compence by a little applauſe: whereupon he con- 
cluded with a ſhort ſtory of a Few at Madrid; 
being condemned to the fire on account of bis re- 


gion, a croud of ſchoolboys following him to the 


ſtake, and apprehending hay might loſe their ſporr 


if he ſhould happen to recant, would often clap 
him on the back, and cry, Ste firme Moy/e, — 


anfinm- fledfaſt.) 
TI allow this gentleman's advice to have been very 
: good, and his obſervations juſt; and in one re- 


2 my condition is worſe than that of the Jew: 


r © no recantation will fave me.” However, it 
thould ſeem by ſome late proceedings, that my ſtate 


is not altogether deplorable. This I can impute to 
nothing but the ſteadineſs of two impartial grand 


juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opinion 1 
have long entertained ; that, as philoſophers ay, 
Dirt ue is ſeated i in the wad 1 ſo, in another ſenſe, 


the little virtue left in the world is chiefly to be 
found among the middle rank of mankind, who 


are neither allured out of her youre by ambition, 
nor an by poverty. 


3 The author means himſelf again; in the diſccurſe advii ing the 
* of Irelar to wear their own manufadures, | 


Since 


ght it no unpleaſant amuſe- 


and thought they made a ſufficientre- 


who 
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Since the proclamation occafioned by my laſt 
letter, and a due preparation for proceeding a- 
gainſt me in a court of juſtice, there have deen two 
printed papers clandeſtinely ſpread about; whereof 
no man is able to trace the original, further than 
by conjecture ; which with its vſual charity, lays 
them to my account, The former is intitled, Sea- 
| * fanable advice, and appears to have been intended 
for information of the grand jury, upon the ſup- 
[ ſition of a bill to be prepared againſt that letter. 
| The other is an extract from a printed book of pax - 
| lamentary proceedings, in the year 1680; con- 
taining an angry reſolution of the houſe of 
Commons in England againſt difiolving grand 
juries. As to the former, your Lordfſhips will 
find it to be the work of a more artful hand 
than that of a common drapier. It hath been cen- 
ſured for endeavouring to influence the minds of a 
jury, which ought to be wholly free and unbiaſſed; 
and for that reaſon it is manifeſt, that no judge 
was ever known, either upon or off the bench, ei- 
ther by himſelf or his dependents, to uſe the leaſt 
infinuation, that might poſſibly affect the pathons - 
or intereſts of any one ſingle jurymen, much lets of 
! awhole jury; whereof every man muſt be con- 
| vinced, who will juſt give himſelf the trouble to 
| dip into the common printed trials: fo as it is a- 
mazing to think, what a number of upright judges. 
there have been in both kingdoms for above ſixty 
| years paſt : which, conſidering how long they held 
weir offices during pleaſure, as they ſtill do among 
|] us *, Laccountnext Oo 2 miracle. 
As to the other paper, I muſt confeſs it is a ſnarp 
cenſure from an Englith houſe of Commons againſt 


a 


18 Perhaps this may account for Whithed's: conduct. See the 
notes prefixed to the Prop:ſal for the ſele uſe of 1 manu fact̃u / es ;- | 
and fuperadded to the ſea{,nable advice to the grand jury, both in this- 
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EF «diffoivinggrand juries by any judge before the ent f 
E of che term, aſlizes, or ſeſſions, while matters are 
1 under their conſideration and not preſented, as ar- 
i bitrary, i!legal, deſtructive to public juſtice, a ma- 54 
E nifeſt violation of his oath, and as a means to fub- | | 
vert the fundamental laws of the kingdom. 
However, the publiſher ſeems to have bern miſ- 
taken in what he aimed at. For whatever depen- 
_ dence there may be of Ireland upon England, I 
hope he would not infinuate, that the proceedings 
of a lord chief juſticc in Ireland muſt depend upon 
a reſolution of an Engliſh houſe of commons. Be- 
fides that refolution, although it were levelled a- 
gainſt + agony lord chief juſtice, Sir William 
Scroggs, yet the occaſion was directly contrary. 
For Scroggs diſſolved the — | 
kor fear they ſhould preſent; but ours in Dublin 
was diflolved becauſe they would not preſent ; 
2 ſecond grand jury ſupplied that defect by 
making a preſentment * that pleaſed the whole 
kingdom. However, I think it is agreed by all 
parties, that both the one and the other jury be- 
haved themſelves in ſuch a manner, as ought to be 
remembered to their honour, while there ſhall 
be any regard left among us for virtue or pub- 
—_— PEN OY 
I am confident your Lordſhips will be of my 
ſentiments in one thing; that ſome ſhort plain au- 
thentic tract might be publiſhed for the informa- 
tion both of petty and grand juries, how far their | 
power reacheth, and where it is limited; and that 
: ever copy of ſuch a treatiſe might be depoſited 


every court to be conſulted by the jurymen, | 
before they conſider of their verdict ; by which a- 
bundance of inconveniencies would be avoided, 
whereof innumerable inſtances might be produced 


5 RR: 


1 put a judge to death for aniniquitous ſentence z and 


where the public intereſt and ſafety are ſo kighly 
concerned as that of Mr. Wood; 1 


country where loyalty is woven in the very hearts 
of the people, feems a little extraor 


examining what I have already written, or ma 
write hereafter, upon the ſubject of Mr. Wood, 


"DET TER OV RN}. 
from former times; becauſe I will ſay noting of 


the ent. 
— ſomewhere of an eaſtern king, who | 


ordered his hide to be ſtuffed into a cuſhion, and 


placed upon the tribunal for the fon to fit on, ho 
was preferred to his father's office, I fancy, fuch 


a memorial might not have been unuſeful to a ſon 


of Sir William Scroggs, and that both he and his 


ſucceſſors would often wriggle in their ſeats, as long 


as the cuſhion laſted : I with the relator had told 


us what number of ſuch cuſhions there might be i in 
chat country. 


I cannot but obſerve to.your Lordſhip, how nice 
and how dan a point it is grown, for a 
vate perſon to inform the even in an 


William Scroggs was the firſt who introduced that 


commendable acuteneſs into the court of pudicature ; 
but how far this practice hath been imitated by his 


ſucceſſors, or ſtrained upon occaſion, is out of my 


knowledge. When pamphlets, unplea ro the 


miniſtry were preſented as libels. he would order 


che offenſive paragraphs to be read before him; 
and faid it was ſtrange, that the judges and lawyers of 
the King's-bench ſhould be duller than all the people 
ol England: and he was often ſo very happy in ap- 
_ plying the intiail letters of names, and expounding 2} 
dubious hints, (the two common expedients among 
writers of that claſs for eſcaping the law), that he 
_ diſcovered much more than ever the authors in- 


tended ; as many of them, or their printers, found 
to their coſt. If ſuch methods are to be followed in 


8 man of fifty times my underſtanding and 
— 


file 


caution to avoid being intrapped; unleſs he will be 


content to write what none will read, by repeating 
over the old arguments and computations, where- 


ther to let my learned works hang for ever a- 


at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 


 - Ted nerd your Lordthipe where the i 
= culty lies: it is true, that the Kin 


permit us to refuſe this coin of Mr. Wood: but at 
the ſame time it is equally true, that the King and 


the laws permit us to receive it. Now, it. is barely 
poſlible, that the miniſters in England may not ſup- 


| Poſe the conſequences of uttering that braſs among 
us to be ſo ruinous as we apprehend. ; becauſe, 
perhaps, if they underſtood it in that light, they 
would in common humanity uſe their credit with 
his Majeſty for ſaving a moſt. loyal kingdom from 
_ deſtruction. But as long as it ſhould pleaſe thoſs 
great perſons to think that coin will not be ſo very 
icious to us, we lie under the diſad vantage ot 
being cenſured as obſtinate in not complying with 
2 10 ent. Therefore nothivg remains but to- 
e of that liberty, which the King and the 
laws — — left us, by continuing to refuſe this coin; 
and by frequent remembrances to keep up that ſpi- 
rit raifed againſt it, which otherwiſe may be apt to 
flag, and perhaps in time to fink altogether. For 
any public order againſt receiving or uttering Mr. 


Wood's halfpence is not reaſonably to be expected 


in this kingdom without directions from England; 


which eee or is ſo „ 


en. 


heartily wiſh it were devolved upon my brethren, 
the makers of ſongs and ballads, who perhaps are 
che beſt qualified at preſent to gather up the glean» 


_ ings 


of the world is already grown weary. 90 that my i 
good friend Harding lies under this dilemma ; ei- 


drying upon his lines, or venture to publiſh hem 


6 ws. av os to a ES 


and the laws 
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"os 4 to confeſs the truth, my Lord, I begin to : 
w weary of my office as a writer; and could 


have taken my nag to ride about your grounds; 


—_—_ — wu a 8 K 


ject, I promiſe you ſhall 
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ings of this. controverſy. As to myſelf, it hath | 
been my misfortune to begin, and purſue it upon 
a wrong foundation. For, having detected the 
frauds and falſehoods of this vile impoſtor Wood 


in every part, I fooliſhly diſdained to have recourſe 


to whining, lamenting, and crying for mercy ; but 
rather choſe to _ to law and liberty, and the 
common rights of mankind, without eonfidering 
the climatc I was in, N . 

Since your laſt reſidence in Ireland, I frequently 


where I fancied myſelf to feel an air of freedom 


breathing round me; and I am glad the low condi» 
ton of a tradeſmen did not ualify me to wait on 


at your houſe ; for then, I am afraid, my writ- 
ings would not have eſcaped ſeverer cenſures. But 


I have lately fold my nag, and honeſtly told his 
greateſt fault, which was that of ſnuffing op the 


air about Brackdenſtown ; whereby he became ſuch 


a lover of liberty, that I could ſcarce hold ham in. 
I have likewiſe buried at the bottom of a ſtrong 


cheſt your Lordſhip's writings under a heap of o- 


thers that treat of liberty; and ſpread over a layer 
or two of Hobbes, Filmer, Bodin, and many more 


authors of that ſtamp, to be readieft at hand, 
whenever I ſhall be diſpoſed to take up a new ſet 


of principles in government. In the mean time 1 
deſign quietly to look to my ſhop, and keep as far 
out of your Lorſhip's influence as poſſible: and if 


ever you ſee any more of writings on this ſub- 
ect God them as innocent, as 
inſipid, and without a ſting, as what I have now 


offered you. But, if your Lordſhip will give me 


an eaſy leaſe of ſome part of your eſtate in York- 


thire, thither will I carry my cheft : and turning it 
upſide down, reſume my political reading where I 
left off; feed on you homely fare, and live and 


die a free honeſt liſh farmer ; but not without 
regret for leaving my countrymen. under the W 
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of the brazen talons of Mr. Wood: my moſt loyal 
and innocent countrymen ; to whom I owe ſo much 
for their opinion of me, and my poor endea- 
vours to ſerve them. I am, — re- 


St. Francir-ftreet, A "and moſt bande ſervant, 
Der. 14. 1724, M. B. 


Theſe papers pers (for the Auth and ſeventh han 
were not publiſhed till long afterwards) prevailed, 
notwithſtanding threats, proſecutions, and impri- 
ſonment, againſt all the influence of power, and all 
he artifices of cunning ; perſons of every rank 
and every ſect united with the drapier in the com- 

mon cauſe, his health was a perpetual toaſt, and 
his effigies were diſplayed in every ſtreet; Wood 

was compelled to withdraw his patent, and his halt- 


| Pence were oy fuppreflcd. 
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as date Oct. 6. 1724, it appears to have been writ- 
ten ſoon after the proclamation againſt the drapier 
for his fourth letter, and before the jury had 
thrown out the bill of indictment. At this criſis 
perhaps the Dean did not chuſe to reſume a cha- 
rater which was become obnoxious, and therefore 
wrote in his own : the original was ſigned with his 
name, though it ared to have been obliterated 
by another Rand: for ſome reaſon the publication 
delayed, and it was firſt printed in an e- 
dition of the Dean's works publiſhed at Dublin in 


£ 0 1. 


— 


A LETTER to the Lord Obancellor Mad 


DLETON *. 


Written in the year 1724. 


By many Enge! in the following lerter, and by 


of it w 


1735. This however is not the only reaſan why it 
is ** after the fifth letter; for the fifth letter 


appears to have been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, and 

not intended to follow it. The fourth letter, both 
in this and in the fifth, is called the laſt; which 
could not have happened if n had been parts of 


eafily account for thoſe 

paſſages in the fixth, by which the proſecution a- 
gainſt Harding appears to be depending, ons ach in 
the fifth it is mentioned as ** 4 


| the ſame feries. 


The reader will now 


My Lons, 


I Defire you will conſider me as a member, who 
= comes in at the latter end of a debate; or as a 


lawyer, who ſpeaks to a cauſe when the matter 


* He * the proclamation agalnſt che Drapier. 


hath 
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dach been almoſt exhauſted by thoſe whe ſpoke be- 
I remember ſome months ago I was at your houſe 

"upon a commiſſion, where I am one of the gover- 
 nors; but I went thither not ſo much on account 


concerning Mr. Wood's patent to coin halfpence 
far I : where you very freely told me in a 
mixed company, how much you had been always 
_ againſt that wicked project “; which raiſed in me 
an eſteem for you ſo far, that T went in a few days 


| to make you a viſit after ſo many years intermiſ. 
fon. I am likewiſe told, that your ſon wrote two 


letters from London, (one of which I have ſeen), 
impowering thoſe to whom they were directed to 


aſſure his friends, that whereas there was a malici- 
dus report ſpread, of his engaging himſelf to Mr, 


| Walpole for forty thouſand pounds of Wood's coin 


to be received in Ireland, the ſaid report was fals: 
and groundleſs ; and he had never diſcourſed with 
that miniſter on this ſubject, nor would ever give 


his conſcnt to have one farthing of the faid coin 
current here. And although it be long ſince I have 
given myſelf the trouble of converſing with people 
of titles or ſtations ; yet I have been told by thoſe 


who can take up with ſuch amuſements, that there 
is not a conſiderable perſon of the kingdom ſcru- 

. pulous in any ſort to declare his opinion, But all 
this is needleſs to alledge, when we conſider, that 


the ruinous conſequences of Wood's patent have 


been ſo ſtrongly repreſented by both houſes of par- 1 


lament; by the privy council; the Lord Mayor 
and aldermen of Dublin; by ſo many corporations; 
and che concurrence of the principal gentlemen in 


Lord Middleton, though he ſigned the proclamation -gainſt the 


Drapier, was yet an enemy to Wood's pr.ject, as appears by ſeveral 
paſlages in this letter, | | . 3 


moſt 


of the commiſſion, as to aſk you ſome queſtions 
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moſt counties at their quarter · ſeſſions, without any 
<gard to party, religion, or nation. 
99 conclude from hence, that the currency of theſe 
halfpence would in the univerſal opinion of our 
people be utterly deſtructive to this Kingdom; and 
conſequently that it is every man's duty not only to 
refuſe this coin himſelf, but as far as in him lies, to 


perſuade others to do the like: and whether this 
de done in private or in print, is all a caſe; as no 


layman is forbidden to write, or to diſcourſe upon 
religion or moral ſubjects, although he may not do 
it in a pulpit (at leaſt in our church). Neither is 


this an affair of ſtate, until authority ſhall think fit 


do declare it ſo: or if you ſhould underſtand it in 
that ſenſe, yet you will pleaſe to conſider, that ] am 
nat now preaching,  __—- 3 TY 
Therefore I do think it my duty, fince the Dra- 
0 my will probably be no more heard of, ſo far to 
ſupply his place, as not to incur his fortune; for 1 
| have learned from old experience, that there are 


times wherein a man aught to be cautious as well 
as innocent. I therefore hope, that preſerving 


both thoſe characters, I may be allowed, by offer- 


ing new arguments or enforcing old ones, to refreſh 
the memory of my fellow- ſubjccts, and keep up 
that good ſpirit raiſed among them to preſerve 
themſelves from utter ruin by lawful means, and 
fuch as are permitted by his Majeſty. 3 

I believe you will pleaſe to allow me two proj 
ſitions: firſt, that we are a moſt loyal people; and 
ſecondly, that we are a free people, in the com- 
mon acceptation of that word applicd to a ſubject 


under a limited monarch, I know very well, that 


you and I did many years ago in diſcourſe diſter 
much in the preſence of Lord Wharton about the 


meaning of that word liberty with relation to Jre- 
land. But if you will not allow us to be a free 


people, there is only another appellation left, 
which, I doubt, my Lord Chief Juſtice Whieſhed 
„ | 5 would 
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would call me to account for, if I venture to be- 
ſow : for I obſerved (and I thall never forget up- 
on what occaſion) the device upon his coach to be 
Libertas et natale faſum, at the very point of time 
when he was fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
ſelf to betray both “. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent Majeſty, 
if it hath ever bcen equalled in any other part of 


his dominions, I am ture it hath never been exceed- 
ed: and I am confident he hath not a miniſter in 


England, who could ever call it once in queſtion ; 


but that ſome hard rumours at leaſt have been 

tranſmitted from t'other tide the water, I ſuppoſe 
you will not doubt: and rumours of the ſevereſt 
kind; which many good people have imputed to 


the indirect proceeding of Mr. Wood and his emiſ- 
farics : as if he endeavoured it thould be thought, 


that our loyalty depended upon the teſt of refuſing 


or taking his copper. Now, as 1 am fure you will 
admit us to be a loyal people ſo you will think it 
pardonable in us to hope for all proper marks of 
favour and protection from ſo gracious à King, 
that a loyal and free people can expect : among 
which, we all agree in reckoning this to be one, 


that Wood's halfpence may never have entrance 


into this kingdom. And this we thall continue to 
wiſh, when we dare no longer expreſs our withes : 


- although there were no ſuch mortal as a Drapier in 


the world. 

I am heartily ſorry, that any writer ſhould, in 

a cauſe ſo gencrally approved, give occaſion to che 
government and council to charge him with “ pa- 


e ragraphs highly reflecting upon his Majeſty and 


„ his miniſters ; tending to alienate the affections 
*« of his good ſubjects in England and Ireland from 
9 * each other ; and to n edition among the 


„ See the ad2reſs to both houſes of pallament, by N. B. e. 
t In the drapicr s * letter. 


4 people.” 
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« people.” I muſt confeſs, that with many others 
I thought he meant well; although he might have 
the failing of better writers, to be not always for- 
tunate in the manner of expreſſing himſelf. + 
However, ſince the drapier is but one man, 1 
ſhall think I do a public ſervice by afferting, that 
the reſt of my countrymen are wholly free. from 
learning out of his pamphlets to refle& on the King 
or his miniſters, and to breed ſedition, - 
Il folemaly declare, that I never once heard the 
leaſt reflection caſt upon the King, on the ſubject. 
of Mr. Wood's coin: for in many diſcourſes: on 
this matter, I do not remember his Majeſty's name 
to be fo much as mentioned. As to the miniſtry 
in England, the only two perſons hinted at were 
the Duke of Grafton and Mr. Walpole. The for- 
mer, as I have heard you and a hundred others 
_ affirm, declared, that he never ſaw the patent in 
| favour of Mr. Wood, be fore it was paſſed, although 
he was then Lord Licutenant; and therefore I fup--- 
_ poſe every body believes, that his Grace hath been 
wholly unconcerned in it ever fince, 5 
Mr. Walpole was indeed ſuppoſed to be under - 
ſtood by the letter W. in ſeveral news-papers ; 
where it is faid that ſome expreſſions fell from him 
not very favourable to the people of Ireland; for 
the truth of which the kingdom is not to anſwer, 
any more than for the diſcretion of the publithers. 
You obſerve, the drapicr wholly clears Mr. Wal- 
pole of this charge by very {trong arguments; and 
ſpeaks of him with civility. I cannot deny myſelf .. 
to have been often preſent, where the company gave 
their opinion that Mr. Walpole favoured Mr. 
Wood's projects, which I always contradicted; and 
for my own part, never once opened my lips againſt 
that miniſter either in mixed or particular meet» 
ings: and my reaſon for this reſervedneſs was; be- 
cauſe it pleaſed him in the Queen's time, (I mean 
Queen Anne, of ever-bleſſed memory), to make a 


| 
i | 
' 
1 | 
| 
| 
| 
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ſpeech directly againſt me by name in the houſe of 


Commons, as I was told a very few minutes after 


in the court of requeſts * more than fifty mem- 


bers, 
Burt you, who are in a great ftation here, (if any 
thing here may be called great), cannot be igno- 
rant, that whoever is underſtood by public voice to 
be chief miniſter, will among the general talkers 
thare the blame, whether juftly or no, of every 
thing that is difliked ; which 1 could cafily make 
appear in many inſtances from my own knowledge, 
white I was in the world; and particularly in the 


caſe of the “ grcateſt, the wiſeſt, and the moſt un- 
corrupt miniſter I ever converſed with. © 
But, whatever unpleaſing opinion ſome people i 
might conceive of Mr. W alpole on account ot thoſe 


halfpence, I dare boldly affirm it was entirly owing 
to Mr. Wood. Many perſons of credit come from 


England have affirmed to me and others, that they 


have ſeen letters under his hand full of arrogance 
and infolence towards Irc land, and boaſting of his 
favour with Mr. Walpole ; which is hiohly proba- 
ble ; becauſe he reaſonably thought it for his inte- 


reſt to ſpread ſuch a report, and becauſe it is the 


known talent of low and little ſpirits, to have a 
great man's name perpetually in their mouths. 


Thus I have ſefficiently juſtified the people of | 


freland from learning any bad leſſon out of the dre- 
picr's pamphlets with regard to his Majeſty and his 
nin! iſters: and ther cfore, if thoſe papers were in- 
tended to ſow ſedition among us, God be thanked 
the ſeeds have fallen upon a very improper ſoil. 
As to alienating the affections of the people of 
England and Ireland from each other; I believe 


the dr: apier, whatever his intentions were, hath left 
that matter juſt as he found it. 


1 have lived long in both k! ngdoms, as well in 


= * Suppoſed to be the Lerd Treavurer Oxford, 
| | country 
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| rountry as in town; and therefore take myſelf to 
be as well aforned as moſt men in the diſpoſitions 
cf each people towards the other. By the people 
I underſtand here, only the bulk of the common 
people: and I defirc no lawyer may diſtort or ex- 
tend my meaning. 
There is a vein of induſtry and parſimony, that 
runs through the whole people of England, which 
added to the eaſineſs of their rents makes them rich 
and ſturdy, As to Irehind, they know little mere 
of it than they do of Moni: o; farther than that it 
is a country ſubj- Ct to the King of England, full of 
bogs, inhabited by wild Iriſh Þ. piſts, who are kept 
in awe by mercenary troops ſent from thence : and 
their gener. al o. binjon is, that it were better for Eng- | 
land if this w hots itland were ſunk into the ſea: 
for they have a tradition, that every forty years 
there mut be a rebellion in Ireland. 1 have ſeen 
the orollett luppoiitions pats upon them; that the 
wild Iriſh were taken in toils; but that in me timæ- 
they would grow ſo tame, as to eat out of your: 
bands: I have been atked by hundreds, and 8 
cularly by my neighbours your tenants at Pepper- 
hara, Whether 1 h id come from Ireland by fea : 
and upon the arrival of an Iriſh man to a country 
town, I have known crouds coming about him, 
and wondering to ſee him look lo much better than 
themſelves. | | 
A gentleman now in Dublia2 aſürms, that paſſing - 
ſome months ago through «> 01 charapton, and find» - 
ing the whole town in a harry, with bells, bone- - 
fires, and illuminations ; upon ating the cans he 
was told, it was for joy that. the Iriſh had ſubmit- 
ted to receive Wood's. haltp*nce. . This, I think, 
plainly thews what ſentiments that lare e town hath 
of us; and how little they mad- it their own caſe; 
although they lie directly in our way to London, | 
and therefore cannot but be trequent!y convinced. . 
that we have human ſhapes. 
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As to the people of this kingdom, they confift 
either of Iriſh Papiſts, who are as inconſiderable 
in point of power as the women and children ; or 
of Engliſh Proteſtants, who love their brethren of 
that kingdom, although they may poſſibly ſfome- 
times complain when they think they are hardly uſ- 
cd: however, I confeſs I do not ſee that it is of a- 
ny great conſequence how their perſonal affections 
ſtand to each other, while the fea divides them, 


and while they continue in their loyalty to the ſame 


prince. And yet I will appeal to you, whether | 
thoſe from England have rcaſon to complain, when 
they come hither in purſuit of their fortunes ? or, 
whether the pcople of Ireland have reaſon to boaſt, 
when they go to England upon the fame deſign ? 
My ſecond propoſition was, that we of Ireland 
are a free people: this, I ſuppoſe, you will allow, 
at leaſt with certain limitations remaining in your 
own breaſt. However, I am furc it is not crimi- 
nal to affirm; becauſe the words /berty and pro- 
perty, as applied to the ſubject, are often mention- 
ed in both houſcs of parliament, as well as in 
yours and other courts below: from whence it 
muſt follow, that the people of Ireland do, or 
ought to enjoy all the benefits of the common and 
ſtatute law; fuch as to be tried by .juries, to pay 
no money without their own conſent as repreſented 
in parliament, and the like. If this be fo, and if 
it be univerſally agreed, that a free people cannot 
by law be compelled to take any money in payment, 
except gold and filver; I do not fee why any man 
ſhonld be hindercd from cautioning his country- 
men againſt this coin of William Wood; who is 
_ endeavouring by fraud to rob us of that property, 


which the laws have ſecurcd. If I am miſtaken, 


and this copper can be obtruded on us, I would put 
the drapier's caſe in another light by ſuppoling, 
that a perſon going into his ſhop ſhould agree for 
5 _ ſhillings worth of Dh _ force che ſeller 
0 
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to take his payment in a parcel of copper pieces 
intrinſically not worth above a crown: I deſire to 
know whether the drapier would not be actually 
robbed of five and twenty ſhillings ; and how far 
he could be ſaid to be maſter of his property? 
The ſame queſtion may be applied to rents and 
debts on bond or mortgage, and to all kind of com- 
merce whatſocver. „„ 

_ Give me leave to do what the drapier hath done 


more than once before me; which is, to relate the 


naked fact, as it ſtands in the view of the world. 
One William Wood, Eſq; and hardwareman, 
obtains by fraud a patent in England to coin 


168,000 /. in copper to pals in Ireland, leaving us 
liberty to take or refute, The people here, in 
all forts of bodies and repreſentatives, do openly . 


and heartily declare, that they will not accept this 


coin: to juſtify theſe declarations they generally. 
oller two reaſons ; firſt, becauſe by th: words of 
the patent they are left to their own choice; and, 
ſecondly, becauſe they are not obliged by law: ſo 


that you ſec there is be!/lum atque virum, a kingdom 


on one fide, and William Wood on the other. 


And if Mr. Wood gets the victory at the expenſe 


of Ireland's ruin, and the profit of one or two hun- 


dred thouſand pounds (I mean by continuing and 
counterfciting as long as he lives) for himſelf; I 
doubt, both preſent and future ages will at leaſt 
ſihgular ſcheme, 

c truly ſtated, I muſt confeſs I look 
y duty, ſo far as God hath enabled 


Tf this fact 
upon it as 


me, and as long as I keep within the bounds of 


truths of duty, and of decency, to warn my fel- 
low-ſubjeCts, as they value their king, their coun- 


try, and all that ought or can be dear to them, 
/ Never to admit this pernicious coin: no not ſo 
much as one ſingle halfpenny. For, if one fingle 


thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of keep- 
ing out the whole crew behind. | 
= And 
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And while I ſhall be thus employed, I will never 


give myſelf leave to ſuppote that what I ſay can ei- 
ther offend my Lord Lieutenant *, whoſe perſon 
and great qualities I have always highly reſpected, 
(as I am ſure his Excellency will be my witneſs), or 
the miniſters in England; with whom I have nothing 
to do, or they with me; much leis the privy coun- 
cil here; who, as J am inforn ned, did ſend an ad- 


dreis to * Majeſty againſt Mr. Wood's coin; 
which, ik it be a mitt: Ke, I defire I may not be ac- 


_ culecd for a ſpreader of falſe news : but I confeſs, 
IT am fo great a ſtranger to affairs, that, for a ay 
thing I know, the whole body of the council may 


ſince have deen changed: ard although I obſerv- 


ed ſome of the very ſame nancs ina * declara— 


tion againſt that coin, which 1 ſaw {ubtcribed to 
the proclamation againſt the drapier, yet poſlibly 


they may be different perfons : for they are utterly 
unknown to me, and are like to continue fo. 

In this controverty, where the reatoners on each 
fide are divided by St. Geor ge's channel, his Na- 
jeſty's prerogative perhaps would not have been 
mentioned, if Mr. Wood and his advocates had 
not made it necettary by giving out, that the cur- 


rency of his coin thould be enforced by a procla- 


mation. The traders and common people of the 
kingdom were heartily willing to refuſe this coin; 
but the fear of a proclamation brought along with 
it moſt dreadful apprchenſions. It was therefore 
abſolutely neceſſary for the drapicr to remove this 


difficulty ; ; and accordingly in one of his former 


pamphlets he produced invincible arguments, 
(where-ever he picked them up), that the King's 
_ prerogative was not at all concerned in the mat- 


ter; ſince the law had ſufficiently provided againſt 


any coin to be impoſed upon the fubject, except 
gold and filver; and that copper is not mo- 


Lord Carteret; now Earl Granville. 
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\ but, as it hath been properly called, nummo- 
rum | famulus. | 

"The three former letters from the drapier having 
not received any public cenfure, I look upon them 
to be without exception ; and that the good people 
of the kingdom ought to read them often in order 
to keep up that ſpirit raifed againſt this deſtructive 
coin of Mr. Wood. As for this laſt letter, againſt 
which a proclamation is iſſucd; I ſhall only fay, 
that I could with it were ſtripped of all that can be 
any way exceptionable ; which I would not think 
it belo me to undertake, if my abilities were equal 
but being naturally ſomewhat flow of comprehen- 
ſion, no lawyer, and apt to believe the beſt of thoſe 
who profeſs good deſigns, without any viſible mo- 
tive either of proſit or honour ; I might pore for 
ever, without I the cockle rom the 
corn. 
hat which I am told gives the greateſt offence 
in this laſt letter “ is, where the drapier affirms, 
that if a rebellion ſhould prove fo ſucceſsful, as to 
tix the pretender on the throne of England, he 
would venture fo far to tranſgreſs the Iriſh ſtatute, 
which unites Ireland to E ngland under one king, 
as to loſe every drop of his blood to hinder him 

from being king of Ireland. 

I thall not preſume to vindicate any man, who 
openly declares he would rrangrefs a ſtatute, and a 
ſtatute of ſuch importance: bur, with the moſt 
humble e ſubmiſſion and defire of pardon for a very 
innocent miſtake , I thould be apt to think, that the 
loyal intention of the writer might be at leaſt ſome 
ſmall extenuation of his crime; for in this I con- 

feſs myſclf to think with the « drapi jer. 

{ have not been hitherto told of any other ob- 
jections againſt that pamphlet ; but I ſuppoſe they 
will all appear. at the proſecution of the drapier. 


© Letter 4. See the nate pref red to this let 'tcr, 
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And, I think, whoever in his own conſcience be- 
_ Keves the ſaid pamphlet to be © wicked and mali- 
_ © cious, ſeditious and ſcandalous, highly reflecting 
, upon his Myetty and his miniſters, &c.” would 


do well to diſcover the author, (as little a friend as I 
am to the trade of informers), although the reward 
of 3001. had not been tacked to the diſcovery. 1 
own, it would be a great ſatisfaction to me to hear 


the arguments not only of judges, but of lawyers 


upon this caſe. Becauſe you cannot but know, there 
often happen occaſions, wherein it would be very 


convenient, that the bulk of the people ſhould be 
informed how they ought to conduct themſelves; 


and therefore it hath been the witdom of the Eng- 
lh parliaments to be very reſerved in limiting the 
preis. When a bill is debating in either houſe of 
1 there nothing s more uſual, than to 
hie the controverſy handled by pamphlets on both 
5 2 without the leatt animadverſion upon the au- 
a Fe I Na 


30 here, in the caſe of Mr. Wood and his coin ; 
ſince the two houſes gave their opinion by addreſſes, 
how dangerous the currency of that copper would 


be to Ireland, it was without all queſtion both law- 


ful and convenient, that the bulk of the people 
ſhould be let more particularly into the nature of 
the danger they were in, and of the remedies that 
were in their own power, if they would have the 
ſenſe to apply them ; and this cannot be more con- 
veniently done, than by particular perſons, to whom 
God hath given zeal and underitanding ſufſſicient 
for ſuch an undertaking. Thus it happened in the 
_ cafe of that deſtructive project for a bank. in Ire- 


land, which was brought into parliament a few _ 
years ago ; and it was allowed, that the arguments 
and writings of ſome without doors contributed 


very much to reject it, 


Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome able law- 


vers would preſcribe the limits, how far a private 


man 


ro wes — — —„Ṽ 


„ „e 


© wad 


their books. JF 9 op meeor » 
Secondly, How far the prerogative extends to 
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man may venture in delivering his thoughts upon 
public matters : becauſe a true lover of his coun- 
try may think it hard to be a quiet ſtander-by, and 


an indolent looker-on, while a public error prevails 
by which a whole nation may be ruined, Every 


man who enjoys property, hath ſome ſhare in the 
public ; and therefore the care of the public is in 
{ome degree every ſuch man's concern. — 
To come to particulars; I could with to know 


whether it be utterly unlawful in any writer fo 
much as to mention the prerogative; at leaſt ſo far 
as to bring it into doubt upon any point whatſoe - 


ver. I know it is often debated in Weſtminſter- 
hall; and Sir Edward Coke, as well as other emi- 
nent lawyers, do frequently handle that ſuhject in 


force coin upon the ſubject, which is not Sterling; 


ſuch as lead, brafs, copper, mixed metal, ſhells, 


leather, or any other material; and fix upon it 


whatever denomination the crown {hall think fit? 


Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by that 
phraſe of a depending kingdom, as applied to Ireland, 
and wherein that dependency conſiſteth? N 
Laſtly, In what points relating to liberty and 
property the people of Ireland differ, or at lcaſt 


ought to differ, from thoſe of England. 


If theſe particulars were made fo clear, that none 
could miſtake them, it would be of infinite eaſe 
and uſe to the kingdom; and cither prevent or fi- 


lence all diſcontents. 


My Lord Sommers, the greateſt man I ever knew 


of your robe, and whoſe thoughts of Ireland dif- 


fered, as far as heaven and earth, from thoſe of 


ſome others among his brethren here, lamented to 
me, that the prerogative of the crown or the pri- 
vileges of parliament ſhould ever be liable to diſ- 


pute in any ſingle branch of either; by which 


means, he ſaid, the public often ſuffered great in- 


conveniencies, 
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conveniencies, whereof he gave me ſeveral inftan- 
ces, I produce the authority of ſo eminent a per- 
ſon to juſtify my defires, that ſome high points 
might be cleared. 7 | . 0 
For want of ſuch known aſcertainment how far 
a writer may proceed in expreſſing his good wiſhes 
for his country, a perſon of the moſt innocent in- 
tentions may potlibly by the oratory and comments 


of lawyers be charged with many crimes, which 
from his very ſoul he abhors; and conſequently | 
may be ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot a- 
mong thieves in ſome ſtinking jail, mercly for miſ- 
taking the purlieus of the law. I have known in 
my lifetime a printer proſecuted and convicted for 
publiſhing a pamphlet *, where the author's inten- 


tentions, I am confident, were as good and inno- 


cent as thoſe of a martyr at his laſt prayers. I did 


very lately, as I thought it my duty, preach to the 


1 


1 LA under my inſpection upon the ſubject of Mr, 
Wood's coin; and although I never hcard that my 


ſermon gave the leaſt offence, as I am fure none 


was intended, yet, if it were now printed and pu- 


bliſhed, I cannot fay I would inſure it from the 
hands of the common hangman, or my own per- 
fon from thoſe of a meſſenger. 5 


I have heard the late Chief Juſtice Holt affirm, 


that in all criminal caſes the moſt favourable inter- 


pretation ſhould be put upon words that tgey can 


poſſibly bear. You meet the ſame poſition afferted 
in many trials for the greateſt crimes ; though of- 


ten very ill practiſed by the perpetual corruption of 
judges. And I remember at a trial in Kent, where Sir 
George Rook was indicted for calling a gentleman 
 knave and villain, the lawyer for the detendant 
brought off his clizntbyalledging, that the words were 


not injurious; for knave in the old and true fignitica- 


tion imported only a ſervant; and villain, in Latin, is 


*Suppaſed to be, © A propoſal for il e u gverſai uſe of Irith ma- 
et nuf. Ctures, written by de ucher. | 
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villicus, which is no more than a man employed in 
country-labour, or rather a bailey. N 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard max- 
im for all times and circumſtances, any writer with 
a very ſmall meaſure of diſcretion might eafily be 
ſafe ; but I doubt in practice it hath been frequent- 
ly controlled, at leaſt before his time: for I take it 
to be an old rule in law. . 

I have read, or heard, a paſſage of Signor Leti 
an Italian; who, being in London, buſying himſelf 
vith writing the hiſtory of England, told Charles IT. 
that he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid 
giving offence, but found it a thing impoſlible, al- 

_ though he ſhould have been as wiſe as Solomon. 
The king anſwered, that if this were the caſe, he 
nad better employ his time in writing proverbs as 

Solomon did: but Leti lay under no public neceſſi- 
ty of writing; neither would England have been 
one halfpenny the better or the worfe, whether he 
hn; PTC PPT ILEN * 

This I mention, becauſe I know it will readily be 
objected, What have private men to do with the 
public ? What call had a drapier to turn politician, 
to meddle in matters of ſtate ? would not his time 
have been better employed in looking to his ſhop; 
or his pen in writing proverbs, elegies, balla 
garlands, and wonders? He would then have been 
out of all danger of proclamations, and profecu- 
tions. Have we not able magiſtrates and counſel- 
lors hourly watching over the public weal? All this 
may be true: and yet when the addreſſes from both 
| houſes of parliament againſt Mr, Wood's halfpence 
failed of ſucceſs, if ſome pen had not been em- 
ployed to inform the people how far they might le- 

ly proceed in refuſing that coin, to detect the 
d, the artifice, and inſolence of the coiner, and 
to lay open the moſt ruinous conſequences to the 
whole kingdom, which would inevitably follow 


from the currency of the — _ I might appeal 


Nor. HI. 
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to many hundred thouſand people, whether any one 


of them would ever have had the — or ſaga» 
city to refuſe it. 


If this copper ſhould begin to make its way a- 


mong the common ignorant people, we are inevi- 


tably undone. It is they who give us the greateſt 


fwallow mitinformations : for, if every man were 
wile enough to underſtand his own intereſt, which 
is every man's —— ſtudy, there would be no 


need of pamphlets upon this occaſion: but as thinge 


ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely neceſſary, from 
my duty to God, my King, and my country, to 


inform the people, that the proclamation lately if- 


ſued againſt the drapier doth not in the leaſt affect 


| _ m—_ of Mr. Wood and his coin; but only re- 
phlet ®, (nor immediately relating to his fubjett, 
nor at all to the merits of the cauſe), which the go 


hs in the drapier's laſt pam- 


vernment was pleaſed to diſlike ; ſo that any man 


has the ſame liberty to reject, to write, and to de- 
clare againſt this coin, which he had before: neither 


is any man obliged to believe, that thoſe honour- 


able perſons (whereof you are the firſt) who fign- 
ed that memorable proclamation againſt the dra- 
pier, have at all changed their opinions with * 
to Mr. Wood, or his coin. 


Therefore concluding myſelf to be thus far upon 


a ſafe and ſure foot, I ſhall continue upon any 


— occaſion, as God enables me, to revive and 


erve that ſpirit raiſed in the nation, (whether 
dhe real author were a real drapier or no, is little 


to the purpoſe) againſt this horrid deſign of Mr. 


Wood; at the ſame time carefully watching, eve - 


ry ſtroke of my pen, and venturing only to in- 
cur the public cenſure of the world as a writer, not 
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Whenever an order ſhall come out by „ | 
forbidding all men upon the higheſt penalties to of- 
fer any thing in writing or LS againſt Mr. 

Wood's halfpence, I thall certainly ſubmit. How- 

ever, if that ſhould happen, I am determined to be. 
ſomewhat more than the laſt man in the Kingdom to 


receive them; becauſe I will never receive them at. 


all: for although I know how to be ſilent, I have 


not yet learned to pay active obedience againſt muy 
| conſcience, and the public ſafety. 


I deſire to put a cafe, which I think the drapier 
in ſome of his books hath put before me, W | 
not ſo fully as it requires. M 

You know the copper halfpence in England are 


1 coined by the public; and every piece worth pretiy 
near the value of the copper. Now ſuppoſe, that, 


inſtead of the public coinage, a patent had been 


r 


ing a proportionable quantity o 
kingdom, to what Mr, Wood is preparing in this ; 
| and all of it atleaſt five times below the intrinſic 
value: the current money of England is reckoned 
to be twenty millions; and ours under * five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds: By this computation, as 
Mr. Wood hath power to give us 108,000 pounds ; 
ſo the patentee in England, by the ſame propor- 
tion, might circulate four millions three hundred 
and twenty thouſand pounds; beiides as much more 


granted to ſome private, obicure porn for coin - 
copper in that 


by ſtealth and counterfeits. I defire to know from 


vou, whether the parliament might not have ad- 


dreſſed upon ſuch an occaſion ; what ſucceſs they, 


probably would have had; and how many drapiers 


would have riſen to peſter the world with pam- 


 Phlets: yet that kingdom would not be ſo great a. 
| ſufferer as ours in the like caſe ; becauſe their caſh. 
_ would not be conveyed into fore eign countries, but 


lie hid in the cheſts of cautious, i men until 


eh | Iris inee bak to 200,000). ; 1 3 
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better times. Then I defire, for the ſatisfaction of 
the public, that you will pleaſe to inform me, why 
this is treated in fo different a manner in a 
point of ſuch high importance; whether it be on 
account of Poining's act; of ſubordination ; de- 
pendence; or any other term of art, which I ſhall 
not conteſt, but am too dull to underſtand, 
I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſucceſs of 
Mr. Wood will affect you lefs than any perſon of 
conſequence in the kingdom; becauſe I hear you 


tre ſo prudent as to make all your purchaſes in Eng- 


land; and truly fo would J, if I had money, al- 
though I were to pay a hundred years purchaſe : 
becauſe I ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a freehold, that 
could not be taken from me by any law, to which I 


did not give my own conſent : and where I ſhould | 


never be in danger of receiving my rents in mixed 


copper at the loſs of fixteen ſhillings in the pound. 


You can live at eaſe and plenty at Pepperhara in 


' Surry; and therefore I thought it extremely gene- 


rous and public-ſpirited in you to be of the king- 
dom's fide in this diſpute, by ſhewing, without re- 


ſerve, your diſapprobation of Mr. Wood's deſign ; 


at leaſt, if you have been ſo frank to others as you 
were to me ; which indeed I could not but wonder 
at, conſidering how much we differ in other points; 
and therefore I could get but few believers, when I 

attempted to juſtify you in this article from your 
own words, „ P = 
I would humbly offer another thought, which I 
do not remember to have fallen under the dra- 
picr's obſervation. If theſe halfpence ſhould once 
gain admittance, it is agreed, that in no long ſpace 


of time, what by the clandeſtine practices of he 


coiner, what by his own counterfeits, and thoſe of 
others, either from abroad or at home, his limited 
quantity would be tripled upon us, until there would 
not be a grain of gold or ſilver viſible in the na- 
tion. This, in my opinion, would lay a heavy 

7 3 charge 
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—_ upon the crown, by creating a n of 
tranſmitting money from England to pay the fala- 
ries at leaſt of the principal civil officers: for 1 do - 
not conceive how a judge (for inſtance} could ſup- 
port his dignity with a thouſand pounds a-year in 
Wood's coin; which could not intrinſic be 
worth near two hundred. To argue that theſe half - 
— if no other coin were current, would an- 
wer the general ends of commerce among ves, 
is a great miſtake; and the drapier hath made that 
matter too clear to admit an anſwer, ſhew- 
ing us what every owner of land muſt be forced to 
do with the products of it in ſuch a diftrefs, You 
may read his remarks at large in his ſecond or third 
letter; to which I refer 66. 
| Before conclude, I cannot but obſerve, that 
for ſeveral months paſt there have more papers 
been written in this town, fuch as they are, all up- 
on the beſt public principle, the love of our coun- 
try, than perhaps hath been known in any other 
nation in fo ſhort a time; I ſpeak in general from 
the drapier down to the maker of ballads: and all 
without any regard to the common motives of wri- 
ters; which are profit, favour, and reputation. As to 
profit, I am aſſured by perſons of credit, that the beſt 
| ballad upon Mr. Wood will not yield above a groat 
to the author; and the unfortunate adventurer Har- 
ding“ declares he never made the drapier any pre - 
fent except one pair of ſciffars. As to favour, whu- 
ever thinks to make his court by oppoſing Mr. 
Wood is not very deep in politics, And as to re- 
putation, certainly no man of worth and learning 
would employ his pen upon fo tranſitory a fabject 


4 and in fo obſcure a corner of the world, to diftin- 


guiſh himſelf as an author. So that I look upon 
myſelf, the drapier, and my numerous brethren, 
to be all true patriots in our ſeveral degrees. 


The printer of the Drapicr's letters, - 22 
— Al 
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3e TO LORD MIDDLETON. 
Al chat che public can expect for the future is, 
da to be ſometimes warned to beware of Mr. 
Wood's halfpence ; and to be referred for convic- 
tion to the drapier's reaſons, Fer a man of the 
moſt ſuperior underſtanding will find it impoſſible 
d make the beſt uſe of it, while he writes in con- 
| ſtraint; perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or blot- 
ting out. expreſſions, for fear of bringing his 
2 _m_ -or himſelf under a proſecution from my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Whitſhed. It calls to my re- 
membrance the madman in Don Quixote, who, 
being foundly beaten by a weaver for letting a ſtone. 
{which he always carried on his ſhoulder) fall upon 
A4 ſpaniel, apprehended that every cur he met was 
% % FOO EIN 
Por theſe rcaſons-I am conviaced, that what I 
have now written will appear low and inſipid; bur 
if i contributes in the leaſt to preſerve that union 
among us for oppoling this fatal project of Mr. 
Wood, my pains will not be altogether loſt, 
I ſent theſe papers to an eminent lawyer (and yet. 
a man of virtue and learning into the bargain), who 
after many alterations returned them back with aſ- 
ſuring me that they are perfectly innocent; with- 
out the leaſt mixture of treaſon, rebellion, ſedition, 
malice, diſaffection, reflection, or wicked inſinua - 
ation whatſoever. WI 
- If the bellman of each pariſh, as he goes his cir- 
cuit, would cry out every night, Paſt twelve o'clock; 
beware of Wood's halfpence ;. it would probably cut 
off the occaſion of publiſhing any more pamphlets, 
provided that in country-towns it were done upon 
market-days. For my own part, as ſoon as it ſhall 
| be determined, thatit isnot againſt law, I will begin. 
| the experiment in the liberty of St, Patrick's; and 
| hope my example may be followed in the whole city. 
But if authority ſhall think fit to forbid all writings 
or diſcourſes upon all ſubjects, except ſuch as are in 
favour of Mr. Wood, I will obey as it becomes = 


LETTER VL 343 
only when I am in danger of burſting, I will go and 


whiſper among the reeds, not any reflection upon 
the wiſdom of my countrymen ; but only theſe few 


words, BEWARE OF WOOD's HALFPENCE. 
With due reſpect, 
your moſt obedient, 
EO. | humble ſervant. 
Deanery-houſe, 3 
Oc. 26. 1724. 
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